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THE STRUCTURE OF A SKETCH BOOK

The purpose of your sketch book is to convey and express yourself without any boundaries! It’s a personal visual diary. The most important thing to remember about keeping a thematic sketch book is that you are free to do whatever you please. A sketch book is somewhere for you to record ideas, doodle, to make lists and to simply experiment with materials and to try things out. You don’t have to finish every page in a sketch book – it doesn’t matter! The sketch book serves as a starting point for better things that you will produce later! 
The Cover:
The sketch book must have an interesting COVER – do this after you have finished filling the book. Use a post card or a personal photo, patterned paper or a simple label, glued to the cover. You need to use something that you and others will recognise. 
Opening Page:
A spider plan which clearly includes the theme in the middle of the page, with words and images surrounding it. 

Between 5 & 10 pages: A series of double pages that convey the feeling or mood of the theme. Use images from magazines or articles, photographs, sketches, words, lyrics, poems, colours, textures and patterns. You could even collect things such as stickers, tickets, post-it notes, titles from magazines, stamps, adverts, rubbish – anything which inspires you in connection to your theme.
Between 5 & 10 pages: Visual research, namely a series of detailed and interesting sketches of real items or objects. Choose things with an interesting form or shape, or interesting details and composition. Use traditional materials, including a soft pencil, charcoal, biro, and ink pen as well as more unusual materials. 
Between 5 & 10 pages: Contextual research, namely introducing information on artists, designers, sculptors, photographers, cultures or exhibitions in galleries and museums. You must voice your personal opinion as well as explaining the connections you made; a series of essays in which you should aim to write at least 500 words on at least 3 different artists.
Between 5 & 10 pages: Creative production, namely experimenting and more experimenting! Carefully study the techniques, the methods, the equipment and the materials used by the artists you researched as the basis to experiment with in your book.
Between 5 & 10 pages: Further creative production, namely experimenting with ideas. Develop and refine your work by looking at several of your other ideas before deciding on the most interesting and successful one and developing the one you have chosen in more detail, e.g. by experimenting with scale, colour, materials etc.
Last Page:
Evaluating your finished piece. An essay of approximately 1,000 words evaluating your finished piece and how you produced it. The other pages of your sketch book should also include at least 1,000 words worth to explain everything you have done.
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