Economic Impacts – Ryder Cup

Additional Information
The information below is an extract from a magazine article which outlines the possible benefits of hosting the Ryder Cup in Newport.
Newport – the Ryder Cup legacy  

Newport, South Wales was the host venue for the 2010 Ryder Cup between the best golfers of Europe and the USA. The City’s Celtic Manor Resort won the right to host the tournament in 2001 and in the time since, Newport has been propelled into the international spotlight. The Ryder Cup effect has already led the Welsh Assembly to unveil plans to bring more large sporting events to Wales in the next 10 years, with Newport set to play an important role. 

The city’s key location – it is under two hours from London by train and has excellent road links – and surrounding infrastructure means it has an almost unrivalled potential for future sporting prosperity. 

Newport and The Ryder Cup Since 2001, when Newport’s Celtic Manor Resort won the rights to host the 2010 Ryder Cup, South Wales’ newest city has been transformed. The announcement put Newport firmly on the sporting map and prompted Newport City Council and the Welsh Assembly government to announce plans to regenerate the city, using the Ryder Cup as the catalyst for more than 150 projects that could see as much as £2bn of private and public sector investment. 

“The long run up to the event from winning the bid in 2001 has been useful,” explained Celtic Manor’s marketing director, Gareth Rees-Jones, “allowing us to test the facilities and maximise marketing benefits too. All eyes have turned to Celtic Manor during the last 18 months and the event has come at a good time for us despite the economic downturn. We have still benefited from extra visitors; 22,000 additional rounds were played during 2009 on our three courses compared with 2008. We have also sold 20,000 more leisure nights. The Ryder Cup has certainly opened doors for us in terms of attracting more people. In terms of the future, Celtic Manor will become a trophy course where people can say, ‘I have played the Ryder Cup course’, placing us firmly on the international stage.” The resort experienced a 45% increase in international visitors in 2009 compared with 2008, although overseas guests still only account for 5% of Celtic Manor’s visitors.


Celtic Manor is a complete resort, a concept that is typically not as well developed in the UK as in the US for example, according to Rees-Jones. “We are truly a leisure, golf and business resort. We have five different restaurants, two spas, two hotels – one four star and one five star – and we have developed a range of activities outside golf such as shooting and fishing. We’ve also developed a new playcentre because the family market is very important to us.”

Celtic Manor and the City of Newport are determined that the Ryder Cup 2010 will not be the end of their respective stories, but the beginning. “We must continue to promote ourselves after the event has ended,” explained Rees-Jones, “and ride the crest of the benefits for at least two to three years if not longer.”
  
The Ryder Cup’s Economic Impact

It has long been known that hosting a major sporting event can have a positive economic impact on a city, and with a number of international businesses and government organisations relocating to Newport since The Ryder Cup was announced in 2001, it is clear that Newport and its community is already feeling the benefit. “Hundreds of new jobs and investment opportunities have already boosted the local economy and the city’s Ryder Cup legacy will be felt long after the finest golfers from Europe and the USA have left,” said Tracy Lee, managing director of Newport City Council. 
 
Ryder Cup Wales 2010 has estimated that the potential economic impact to Wales of the event will be between £73m and £96m, with host-city Newport benefiting most from the thousands of visitors and golf fans that will arrive at that time. 
Newport and the London 2012 Olympic Games

With the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games just two years away at the time of writing, Newport is a city that can offer athletes from around the world some of the best sporting facilities for their training and event preparations. Said Lee: “Just under two hours from London by train and with excellent road and airport links that make it easily accessible from anywhere, Newport is set to play a major part in the Games and benefit from what will be the biggest sporting event that the UK has ever seen.”

“The Ryder Cup will demonstrate that Newport can put on a world class show and that we have the facilities in place for a wide range of sports events,” summed up Lee. “The legacy issues are extremely important and it is an event that the young people of Newport will remember for ever. The fact we have been able to invest in the city generally means the Ryder Cup can be used as an important milestone in the history of Newport, giving our city a huge boost in years to come.”
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