Note to teachers
The following analysis of movements 1, 3 and 4 of Mathias’ This Worlde’s Joie is intended primarily for teachers. This does not mean that it cannot be given directly to students, but it may prove more beneficial for teachers to tailor the notes to their own (or their students’) needs. The notes are detailed but not exhaustive – neither are they intended to be by any means definitive – and there are doubtless other analytical strategies (and conclusions) that are equally valid and “academically acceptable” and which, if presented in an examination, would be marked accordingly. Teachers should feel free to take or discard what they want from the analysis.
Of necessity, the analysis was made from the published vocal score, and, as is often the case, the piano reduction of the orchestral parts does not always “tell the whole story”. Even if students or teachers could work out what the “missing” notes were, they could not insert them on their score since, other than bar numbers, nothing should be added to the printed version of the score for examination purposes. Occasionally reference to material not notated on the vocal score is made in the notes, but such references are general and include no specific mention of exact pitch etc. Exam questions will, therefore, be based only the music found on the vocal score – other than those to do with the use of instruments on the recorded extracts. Despite the orchestral music having been arranged “pianistically”, students should refrain from referring to “the piano part” or to what happens in the “left/ right hand” etc. 

I have included reference to (and examples from) a small number of other works by Mathias in the analysis, which I hope will prove of use in acquainting students with some aspects of the composer’s musical style. It is also hoped that the analysis will provide some students with ideas for their own A Level compositions.
