Sociological theme: Caring and family structure

Data source: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_population/PT120_V1.pdf

Key skills: 

Application of number

Communication

Sociological skill: 

Interpreting data

Evaluation  

Caring by geographic location in UK

Distribution of caring by geographical location: Darker areas represent higher levels of unpaid care giving.
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Gender and care giving

	Gender
	% of population
	Actual number

	Male
	3.41
	6,808

	Female
	4.80
	10,472


Demographic changes, notably increases in the size of the very old population, mean that the number and proportion of people in Britain needing assistance with everyday activities is projected to increase considerably in coming decades, even if optimistic assumptions about declines in rates of disability prove correct.

Most of this help is provided by informal unpaid caregivers, predominantly close relatives. Hutton, using the British Household Panel Survey, found that 23 per cent of those about to start caregiving were in poverty compared with 15 per cent of non-carers. Those from less advantaged backgrounds, such as those from manual occupational groups or those married to someone from a manual group, are more likely to provide intensive care, especially to a spouse.

Reasons for this association include the fact that higher levels of poor health and disability are found in manual groups, who consequently have a higher likelihood of needing care. Additionally, individuals of higher socioeconomic status may be more able to purchase and negotiate support from outside. However, being a caregiver may itself influence socioeconomic status. 

Caregiving has been shown to have negative financial implications, resulting in decreased income, reduced likelihood of remaining in paid employment for long-term carers and less opportunity to contribute to pension schemes which in turn influences future financial well-being
Questions: Knowledge and Interpretation

1. What is a carer?

2. Why is the number of caregivers likely to increase over coming years?

3. Which people are likely to become caregivers?

4. Why are poor people more likely to require care?

5. How are wealthy people able to cope with a family member requiring care?

6. Why might being a caregiver cause a person to become poorer?

7. Which areas of Britain have higher densities of care giving?

Questions: Analysis and evaluation

8. Suggest reasons why there are higher numbers and percentages of females than males supporting elderly or disabled relatives.

9. If you refer to the document from which this material was taken, you will see that certain ethnic minorities and people in certain geographical locations are more likely to give care than others. Suggest reasons why this might be so.

10. Suggest reasons for the link between poverty and caregiving using ideas from the sheet and your own research and understanding. 

Think for yourself

· Ann Crittenden, a feminist, suggests that our social and economic systems depend on women who willingly take an ideological belief in the role of women as caregivers. These women support the social system at a great personal cost. To what extent do you agree?

· Feminists also point out that employed carers such as childminders and care assistants are often women who are low paid and work long hours. Is caring for the young, the sick and the disabled an important feminist issue?

