Crime Essays Analysed
Note for Teachers

This document can be used in different ways. 

· Download it and use it with your classes to look at examination skills. It will work in conjunction with the PowerPoint presentation on the NGfL Cymru site which looks at improving grades.

· Use it onscreen with the reviewing toolbar option switched on. You will reveal a commentary on the examples that are shown.  

· Opt for ‘Final Showing Markup’ in the drop down menu if you want the comments, or ‘Final’ if you do not
· There is little commentary on the content; the emphasis of the commentary is on the examination skills displayed.

· The document can also be printed with the commentary showing.

The Assessment grid

	Banding 
	AO1
	AO2

	4
	Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate and detailed reference to a range of writers, research and theory.

There will be a very good level of knowledge and understanding and this will be detailed and wide ranging.

Candidates will be able to refer to more than one area of sociology where appropriate.

Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological language

Candidates will be able to make accurate and appropriate use of sociological language showing knowledge and understanding of its meaning.

The quality of written communication is very good, with few, if any, errors of spelling punctuation or grammar.
	Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the question under consideration and this link will be detailed and explicit.

References to writers, research and/or theory will be explained and contextualised.

Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and logical argument.

Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit throughout the answers.

The candidate may challenge the terms of the question.



	3
	Candidates will be able to make some accurate, appropriate reference to writers, research or theory.

There will be some knowledge and understanding and this will be detailed or wide ranging.

Candidates may be able to refer to more than one area of sociology where appropriate.

Answers will make some use of appropriate sociological language.

Candidates may be able to make some accurate and appropriate use of sociological language showing some knowledge and understanding of its meaning.

The quality of written communication is, for the most part good though there may be some errors of spelling punctuation and grammar.
	Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question under consideration but the link is likely to be more implicit than in band 4.

References to either, writers, research or theory will have some explanation.

Answers will have some clarity and logical argument.

Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is unlikely to be present throughout the answer.

 

	2
	Candidates are able to make basic references to writers, research or theory.

There will be basic knowledge and understanding.

Candidates will make basic references to other areas of sociology.

There will be basic use of sociological language.

The quality of written communication will be basic with errors of spelling punctuation and grammar.
	Candidates will make basic links between their knowledge and the question.

There will be basic explanation of any writers, research or theory referred to.

Answers will have basic clarity or lobical argument.

Any evaluation or analysis will be basic and is likely to be implicit.

	1

	Candidates will be able to make limited or anecdotal references to writers, research or theory.

There will be limited knowledge and understanding but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging.

Candidates will make limited references to other areas of sociology.

There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of sociological language.

The quality of written communication will be limited with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar.
	Candidates will make limited links between their knowledge and the question.

There will be limited explanation of any writers, research or theory referred to.

Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument.

Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very limited.

.



	0
	There will be no knowledge or understanding.

There will be no use of sociological language

The quality of written communication will be poor with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
	Candidates will make no links between their knowledge and the question.

There will be no explanation of any writers, research or theory.

There will be no evaluation.


Answer A
Outline and assess the usefulness of Marxism to an understanding of crime.
Sociologists who favour the Marxist approach to explanations of crime concentrate on the exploitative nature of the capitalist society in which we live and how it propels individuals into a life of crime
.

The concept of the bourgeoises and the proletariats is a good starting point when discussing Marxist explanations of crime
. Glasser, who discusses the control of school pupils by teachers using the terms bourgeoises and proletariats, explains that education is an ideological state apparatus
. Capitalist ideas are disguised and norms and values and the extent of success of pupils is determined by the extent to which they conform. This leads on to how capitalist ideas
 in the workplace leads to crime. Most individuals share the same life goals – good job, nice home, wealth. However, due to class struggles, the chances of achieving these goals differs considerably depending on an individual’s class. Middle class individuals are more likely to achieve these goals than working class
.
Steven Box, a Marxist thinker 
suggests that the laws are made by the powerful for the powerful and that law enforcement is very selective. For example, Box uses a street brawl to illustrate the selective nature of law enforcement. A street brawl in a working class area is seen by the police as delinquency. However, the same brawl taking place in an affluent area could be viewed as youthful high spirits. The concept of labelling theory 
can be applied here as individuals labelled as delinquents can react by being the victim of a self fulfilling prophecy which could lead them to joining a subculture
 where norms and values different from those of mainstream society are formed.

Another example of Box’s statement of the laws being made by the powerful, for the powerful and also selective law enforcement is the issue of white collar crime
. Class is also an issue here. Individuals from higher social classes who hold high status jobs can indulge in white collar crime and be relatively sure that they will not be caught. White collar crime is not viewed as such a problem 
as it is not visible. However it is ironic that the teenagers who indulge in edge work 
such as stealing cars are arrested while business professionals who cost society much more by acts of white collar crimes are very rarely prosecuted. In support of Chambliss’s study in Seattle 
organised crime revealed that very often the people behind such crimes are high status business people with high status jobs. 
Due to class differences in capitalist society, it seems inevitable that those oppressed (usually working class) will rebel 
against the system and commit crimes. Box suggested five elements 
that increases the chances of individuals committing crime. Firstly that of secrecy – would the individual be able to get away with committing the crime? Secondely, does the individual have the skills to commit crimes? The lower the skills, the more trivial the offence is likely to be. Thirdly – supply. Will the individual have others to supply? E.g. theft, where will the individual sell the goods? Fourth and fifth is that of support – symbolic and social support. Does the individual have support from others to justify their actions?

AS we have seen from above
, Marxist thinkers base their ideas of crime on the exploitment of capitalist society and also class struggles. In contrast 
to the Marxist perspective we can look at functionalism. Functionalists such as Durkheim 
believe that crime has two elements, positive and negative. The positive elements of crime are seen to be re-affirming boundaries which involves reminding members of unacceptable behaviour. Changing values eg – sympathetic view of the use of cannabis and that of social cohesion
, which brings members of the public together in times of horrific cases e.g. Ben Bellamy’s 
horrific killing on Swansea Beach.

However
, there is similarity with Marxist and functionalist thinkers in that they both view crime as negative. Marxists in the view of the exploitation of individuals and functionalists believe that crime can have a negative effect when individuals lose their sense of collective conscience and go into a state of anomie
. They only look out for themselves and ignore the needs of those around them. Therefore crime rates will inevitably increase.

In conclusion, it seems that according to Marxist theories of crime, the bodies put in place to maintain social control 
e.g. education and the police force are the very bodies which propel individuals into a life of crime through class struggles, selective law enforcement and the failure to recognise and prosecute those committing serious white collar crime.

Additional comments:

1. This essay is a good length. The writer had an hour and was able to produce about 750 words, or three sides of A4.

2. There is clear evidence of sociological knowledge. Sociological language is incorporated into the essay so that it is obvious that the writer understands its meaning. There is reference to writers and theories. 

3. Evaluative language is explicit and clear throughout.

Evaluative questions:

4. Did you get a clear understanding of the Marxist view of crime from reading this?

5. Can you list the points made in support of Marxism using this essay?

6. Can you list points rejecting Marxism using this essay?

7. Was all of the content of this essay relevant to the question?

8. Were there any writers or ideas missing?

Answer B
Outline and assess whether crime statistics give an accurate measure of actual crime.
Crime is a behaviour 
that breaks the law and is punished by a legal system whereas deviance is a behaviour that goes against the norms, values and expectations 
of society. Both behaviours are considered unacceptable by society. In this essay, I will 
be outlining and assessing the view that official crime statistics are an accurate measure of actual crime.

With the official crime statistics 
it gives people an idea of what people did what crimes so they can help stop this
. However, stereotyping comes in to this a lot because if crime statistics state that males commit more crime than women the police are going to be more weary
 of men and they are going to be more watched than women so are more likely to be convicted 
of a crime. Official crime statistics are more or less an accurate measure of accurate crime because if they have the statistics to whose commit what crime then it is an accurate measure of actual crime
.

On the other hand
, crime statistics are not always right because of things such as stereotyping so sometimes people are convicted for wrong crimes and there are l lot of innocent people convicted 
for these wrong crimes so they might not be an accurate measure of crime For example, as black afro-Caribbean 
people have a stereotype for committing crime 
for things such as higher levels of unemployment, having no social control and discipline because there is or was no father figure and living in poor housing estates where a lot of crime goes on it doesn’t mean they do,
 as it is just a stereotype and these people might be wrongly accused of crimes that they didn’t do not making crime statistics an accurate measure of crime. 

Just because crime statistics state that certain types of people commit certain types of crime it doesn’t mean that people with for example the same age commit crimes 
too, so it isn’t an accurate measure of crime.
Crime statistics are just statistics 
to tell us what sorts of people have committed these crimes and are not always an accurate measure of actual crime. In conclusion
, I agree that some crime statistics are and accurate measure of actual crime but not all sue to wrongly accused people and stereotyping which doesn’t make all crime statistics an accurate measure of crime. 

Additional comments:

1. This essay is a bit short for the time allowed. The writer had an hour and was able to produce about 400 words. Whilst there are no marks available for length and a short but excellent answer will win over long rambling ones every time; this length of essay doesn’t give a good impression to the examiner.

2. There is limited evidence of sociological knowledge. Some opportunities to show off knowledge are missed.

3. Some sociological language is incorporated into the essay so that it is obvious that the writer understands its meaning. 

4. There is limited reference to contemporary Britain, to factual knowledge, to writers and theories. This is a serious weakness of the answer 

5. Evaluative language is present so it is clear that the writer is attempting to address the question throughout. Some important points are raised though not supported with sociological evidence.
Evaluative questions:

6. Did you get a clear understanding of the problems with official statistics from reading this?

7. Do you feel that you know more about unofficial crime?

8. Was all of the content of this essay relevant to the question?

9. Were there any writers or ideas missing? Think about some studies into the dark figure of crime, or into police practice in gathering data about crime.

10. Write a simple plan for this essay and suggest some evidence that the writer could have used in support of his or her argument.

�It is only at the top of this band that candidates will be achieving pass grades


�Nicely expressed opening paragraph. Always a good sign.


�This is the point when some brief overview of class and ideology needs to appear.


�Technical language apparent here.


�The term that could have been used is ‘ideology’. 


�This idea is left undeveloped. Why does inequality lead to crime?


�Very clear statement of a researcher and a perspective.


�This needs to be linked more clearly to Marxism and concepts of ideology.


�Not a Marxist idea unless linked to the idea of resistance to capitalist ideology.


�More usually associated with Sutherland


�By whom? This is a bit of a generalisation


�Technical language incorporate well into the essay


�Good choice of research, but a little underdeveloped.


�The term used is more usually ‘resistance’


�The bit that follows is descriptive and the argument does not progress well at all in this paragraph. It does not add much to our understanding of Marxism or of crime.


�Not strictly speaking true of this essay, but a good way of highlighting AO2


�AO2 highlighted again


�Accurate point, but not made relevant to an analysis of Marxism here – what does this tell us that Marxism does not?


�Technical language


�Up to date example


�It is difficult to know what was intended by this paragraph in terms of progressing the essay.


�Good AO1 even if AO2 is weak in this section of the essay


�This should have appeared earlier in the essay


�This sentence does actually summarise the main points of the essay in a coherent fashion.


�Good start, but it is better to get straight to the point.


�Sociological language explicit.


�Avoid personalisation wherever possible. Use formal language and styles.


�What are official statistics? How are they gathered? Who publishes them? Why are they published? Lots of chances to display AO1 missed here.


�This is not the point of official statistics


�Not the intended word


�Fair point. This needed more development, for example the controversial SUS laws and terrorist laws.


�This whole sentence needs some rephrasing.


�AO2 for juxtaposition of ideas


�Why might this happen? Examples and evidence are needed to support this statement.


�Reference to a specific social group. The better term is African Caribbean or BME


�A missed opportunity to talk about ‘Policing the Crisis’ or some more recent studies and reports into ethnic crime rates


�It doesn’t mean they don’t either. There is a link between conviction and poverty.


�This can be taken to mean that conviction rates are not safe. It needed to be a lot clearer however.


�Good point. Underdeveloped.


�This gains some AO2 marks because the sentence does summarise the point of the essay.





