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Porphyria’s Lover
Teaching Guidance

	
	This is the teacher guidance to accompany the PPT slides for exploring Porphyria’s Lover as a Drama activity
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	Activity 1
As a pre-reading activity – pupils should discuss a series of images which explores the relationship between men and women.  These images are on a time loop to stimulate discussion about ‘power’ within the relationship.  It is also a good idea to touch on historical attitudes with some of the archive photos.
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	Activity 2
In the next section of slides, the class has the option of clicking on their choice of photo.  On this click there is a hyperlink to attached screens where the class can discuss and decide on which cartoon bubble best reflects the picture they are faced with.  This develops the discussion with a little more focus than the previous screens.
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	Activity 3
At this point it is a good idea to go through the poem itself – here the poem is accompanied with a sound file (in 3 sections) so that pupils can hear the poem while looking at the text.  This is split into 3 sections to allow the teacher to look at key elements of the poem to ensure that key meanings and themes are brought to the surface.
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	Activity 4
There is an example of a modelled tableau (freeze-frame) for the opening section of the poem.  The idea here is to split the class into groups and ask them to build a tableau for each section of the poem.  Pupils can then display their tableaux to the group with some opportunity for discussion of implicit meanings.
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	Activity 5
Here there are images of the people who might have known Porphyria when she was alive and may know something about her death.  On these screens we meet her father, her maid, her sister and a gardener.  Each images has some prompts which encourage pupils to explore what sort of relationships Porphyria may have formed.  These are totally open statements and each one could be feasible.  These are here to help guide pupils through the next drama activity which is to explore how they might have felt about her death.
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	Activity 6
After a picture menu where the teacher can pick a character, the class can discuss some ‘conversation snippets’ some of which may have been said by each of the people who knew her.  The idea here is to give some focus or guidance to help pupils either with their monologues or dramas focusing on the funeral scene.  These snippets can also be treated like sentence starter activities where they can be used within their drama scripts.  Pupils can have fun trying to embed some of these phrases into their drama.


	
	Outcome
Pupils can use these series of slides to either:

1. Create dramatic monologues from a character’s point of view;

Or

       2.  Create a drama based on the funeral for Porphyria.
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