WJEC – Specification A: Paper 1 - In Depth Study

Germany, 1919 – 1945

WJEC – Specification A: Paper 2 – Outline Study

Germany, 1919 - 1991

WJEC – Specification B: Part A - In-Depth Study

Germany, 1919 – 1945

	The Film Clip
	Cabaret was released in 1972. It is important to stress to pupils that the clip that they see was not made during the Nazi Era. It is an interpretation of life in late Weimar Germany, based on a novel by Christopher Isherwood (Goodbye to Berlin) and made by Hollywood.

As the film is set in Weimar Germany during the early part of the 1930s it shows the rise in influence of the Nazis after the Wall Street Crash.

It would however be inappropriate to show much of the film and this lesson concentrates on just one scene – a festival scene. The clip concentrates upon the effect that a young Hitler Youth has on the gathered crowd as he sings ‘Tomorrow Belongs To Me.”

	Relevance
	This clip could be used to reinforce a study of The Hitler Youth, the influence of Nazi ideas on society and what makes effective propaganda.

The lesson should help students to understand the ways in which the Nazis affected the lives of many people within Germany. By considering how the film could have been used as effective propaganda had it been made by the Nazis, students could also explore the purpose and effect of propaganda. This could lead into a discussion centred on interpretations. Pupils will also learn of the emphasis on the community and the ‘loss of individuality’, and how the Nazi’s appealed to German citizens through references to what they saw as an idyllic and heroic past. Pupils will hopefully be able to make links between the songs references to folklore and culture and Hitler’s vision of the future of the German Race and how this future could be achieved.

Through analysing the appearance and actions of The Hitler Youth pupils should begin to understand how many young people were affected by the Nazi State. ‘Expected’ characteristics of members of the HJ, especially patriotism, militarism, loyalty, confidence and leadership should be discussed. The concept of Aryanism could also be discussed when studying the youth’s appearance.

	Suggested Lesson Plan
	Students will need to know which film the clip is from. This will inevitably lead to a discussion based upon the meaning of ‘Cabaret’. It may be an idea therefore to start the lesson by playing some 1930’s style music – Jazz – as the pupils enter the classroom. This could lead into an explanation of 1920’s – 1930’s entertainment within Weimar Germany (students may already have some knowledge of this from previous lessons). The meaning of the word Cabaret needs to be explained in the context of the film. Pupils need to be aware that the Nazis officially disapproved of such forms of decadent entertainment – which leads nicely into an introduction of the clip to be seen where a clean-cut Hitler Youth sings a folk song at a traditional German festival. This clearly shows the contrast between 1920s and 1930s nightlife and the Nazi promotion of pure forms of art and entertainment.
The clip now needs to be played (approximately five minutes in length). The scene takes place in a beer garden. A Hitler Youth stands up and begins to sing ‘Tomorrow Belongs to Me’. Play the clip until the Englishmen get into the car and drive off.  Play the clip again, but this time pause the Tape/DVD to allow class discussion to take place. The relevance of what is seen and heard needs to be discussed and debated in relation to each of the questions set.

It should be emphasised through questions 5 and 6 that the film is an interpretation and that the event did not actually happen. It is based on a scene from a novel. A debate about the value of evidence should take place, for although this is an imagined scene, Christopher Isherwood had lived in Berlin during the 1930’s and therefore had first hand knowledge of Nazi ideas and actions and peoples reactions to the promotion of those ideas and events. 
The last question requires a more extended response and could be set as homework and could include additional research using texts within the library and/or the Internet.
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