The Night of the Long Knives
1934
Background

The Enabling Act of 1933 gave Hitler the power to make laws without first having to seek approval from the Reichstag or the President of Germany. The Nazis quickly took advantage of this law and brought about many far-reaching changes which have become known as the ‘Nazi Revolution’.

Some of the first laws passed after The Enabling Act were those directed at removing political opponents and Jews from the Civil Service and from the Judiciary. Trade Unions were also banned and many ‘Enemies of the State’ rounded up and detained. The Sturmabteilung (S.A.) began a new wave of intimidation, breaking into and searching people’s homes, accusing the occupants of opposing the Nazi Party.
By 1934 there were very few people left who could openly oppose Hitler and the Nazis. The President was still head of the Reichstag and could dismiss Hitler at any time and the German Army were capable of using their military expertise and professionalism to overthrow the Nazis. Yet, neither the President, or the army, seemed willing to do anything to oppose Hitler’s consolidation of power. 
In the same manner, if the S.A. decided to oppose Hitler’s ideas, they would have posed a substantial threat to the furtherance of Nazi plans for the future of Germany in 1934. The S.A. had grown into an enormous organisation that boasted over two million members by this time. The Head of the S.A., Ernst Rohm was an extremely powerful and potential rival to Hitler. As a matter of fact, Rohm was extremely loyal to Hitler, but many high ranking officials within the Nazi Party believed otherwise and advised Hitler to take action against his old friend and the S.A. before it was too late.
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The Sturmabteilung (S.A.)
Also known as the Brownshirts, or Stormtroopers, the S.A. had supported the rise of Hitler and the Nazis. Led by Ernst Rohm, one of Hitler’s earliest supporters, the S.A. protected Nazi leaders and intimidated political opponents. 

Members of the S.A. marched with Hitler during the Munich Putsch of 1923. In fact, when Hitler was sent to prison for his part in the failed putsch, Ernst Rohm, leader of the S.A., was asked by Hitler to keep the Party running smoothly in his absence.
The S.A. continued to expand and to promote the Nazi Party by putting up posters and handing out leaflets throughout the 1920’s. As their numbers grew and the use of violence became more widespread Rohm and other S.A. leaders believed that they could and should replace the German Army should Hitler come to power. Hitler was not convinced by this idea. Although the S.A. were loyal Nazis who were not afraid to use violence when they saw it as being necessary to further their cause, Hitler knew that if there was to be future conflict with foreign powers he would need a more professional, organised and well-trained fighting force. The S.A. were, by the early 1930’s, becoming unruly and difficult to control.

The S.A. believed that Hitler would reward them for their loyalty when he eventually came to power within German. When Hitler did become Chancellor in 1933, S.A. leaders were incensed that younger Nazi Party Members who had not supported Hitler throughout the 1920’s were given positions of influence within the Party itself. They felt that these people were receiving the rewards that the S.A. rightfully deserved. 

On 30th June, 1934, Hitler, accompanied by members of the S.S. arrested Ernst Rohm. A wave of similar arrests swept across Germany. At least 83 S.A. leaders and opponents of Hitler were killed that day, including Ernst Rohm. Some historians believe the number of deaths to be above 200. Hitler had effectively brought the S.A. under his control by purging its leadership. The S.S. was now confirmed as the favoured organisation charged with protecting Hitler and the Nazi Party.
The Shutzstaffel (S.S.)
The S.S. had first been formed in 1925 to act as a ‘Protection Squad’ for the Nazi Leaders. Shutzstaffel means ‘Protection Squad’. The men chosen to form the S.S. were hand picked on the basis of their physical appearance, blood purity and outward devotion to the Nazi Party. The S.S. were extremely well disciplined, wearing black uniforms to distinguish them from the S.A. who wore brown.
The S.S. were fiercely loyal to Hitler and by 1930 there were over 50,000 well trained men in its ranks under the leadership of Heinrich Himmler. In 1934 Hitler used the S.S. to help him crush the power of the S.A. during The Night of the Long Knives. After this event the S.S. took the place of the S.A. as the main instrument of Nazi intimidation and terror. The S.S. were given power to arrest people without trial, to ransack and search homes and confiscate peoples belongings. They became well known for their cruelty and devotion to their work and so struck fear into the population of Germany.
The S.S. was eventually split into three branches. The first formed fighting units that would fight alongside the regular German Army during major conflicts. The second was responsible for internal security and became known as The Gestapo. This State Secret Police tapped phones and spied on people, often arresting anyone that they suspected of being against Hitler and the Nazis and torturing confessions out of them. The third branch was responsible for the running of the concentration camps.

The above cartoon was produced for The London Evening Standard in 1934 just after The Night of the Long Knives.
Who are shown in the centre of the cartoon?
How have they been portrayed?

_____________________________________________________________________
Can you explain the cartoon caption ‘They Salute with Both Hands Now’?

What is the joke?

_____________________________________________________________________

Describe the appearance of Hitler, Goebbels and Goering.

What point is Low (the cartoonist) trying to make?

_____________________________________________________________________

What is written upon Hitler’s armband?

What do you think is meant by this?

What has been discarded on the floor?

What do you think is meant by this?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What has happened to the people in the foreground?
According to the cartoonist who seems most likely to be responsible for this action? 
Give evidence.
_____________________________________________________________________

Who are the people surrounding the scene?

Why is their presence so significant?

_____________________________________________________________________
Overall, what is the meaning of the cartoon?

How useful is the cartoon in helping us to understand the events that occurred during The Night of the Long Knives?
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The S.A. were becoming lawless by the early 1930’s and were causing some Germans to turn against the Nazis.





As S.A. membership grew, they were becoming harder 


to control. 





Ernst Rohm shared Hitler’s vision of a racially 


pure society





Members of the S.A. were loyal Nazis





The S.A. was led by one of Hitler’s earliest supporters – Ernst Rohm





The S.A. had fought for Hitler during the Munich Putsch in 1923





The S.A. had more than 2 million members by 1934.





The S.A. had supported Hitler and the Nazis by putting up posters, handing out leaflets and intimidating political opponents throughout the 1920’s and early 1930’s.





The S.A. had been in existence since the early days of �The Nazi Party





Ernst Rohm was personally loyal to Hitler





S.A. leaders were demanding rewards for their loyal service. They were angry that new Party Members were receiving more recognition than they were.





If the S.A. were not brought under control Hitler may lose the support of Hindenburg (the President) and powerful conservatives





The German Army was well organised and trained and possessed the weapons necessary to wage large scale war





Ernst Rohm wanted to merge the regular German Army with the S.A.





Ernst Rohm was a potential rival to Hitler





Ernst Rohm shared Hitler’s vision of a racially 


pure society





Many Generals and leading Nazis distrusted and feared Ernst Rohm





The S.A. were good at breaking up opponents political meetings, but they were not a professional army.





If Hitler supported the German Army he would gain the support of large businesses





�





Cartoon used with the permission of the London Evening Standard





So what have I learnt about the S.A.?


�(Some information has been added for you)





The S.A. was led by one of Hitler’s earliest supporters – Ernst Rohm





The S.A. had supported Hitler and the Nazis by putting up posters, handing out leaflets and intimidating political opponents throughout the 1920’s and early 1930’s.





So what have I learnt about the reasons for the�Night of the Long Knives?


�(Some information has been added for you)





The S.A. were becoming lawless by the early 1930’s and were causing some Germans to turn against the Nazis





If the S.A. were not brought under control Hitler may lose the support of Hindenburg (the President) and powerful conservatives





So what have I learnt about the consequences of the�Night of the Long Knives?��(Some information has been added for you)





At least 83, (but more likely over 200)� people were killed





Ernst Rohm, potential rival to Hitler and leader of the S.A. was shot dead





Hitler’s popularity soared within the Party and amongst the German population








