WJEC – Specification A and B

Edexcel Specification C

Germany 1919-1945
The Consolidation of Nazi Power

The Night of the Long Knives, 1934

The Stimulus Material is David Low’s cartoon ‘They Salute with Both Hands Now’. This could be placed on the board as stimulus at the beginning of the lesson, although it is suggested that it be placed on the board after the Background Notes have been discussed and the card sort completed.
The brief Background Notes set the scene leading up to Hitler’s purge of the S.A. They remind students of Hitler’s growing power within Germany after his appointment as Chancellor and the passing of The Enabling Act in 1933. The teacher could also read through and discuss the history, role and function of both the S.A. and S.S. so that students are clear about each before the reasons for The Night of the Long Knives are looked at in any depth.

The card sort has been provided so that students can consider the arguments for and against Hitler taking action against the S.A. Suggested headings for statements to be placed under are: 
Why should Hitler support the S.A.? and 
Why should Hitler purge the S.A.? 
Students should discuss reasons for their choices within their groups and as a class. Powerpoint slides have been created to assist discussion and the final ordering of the statements. Powerpoint slides have also been added to clarify the role of the S.S. as opposed to that of the S.A. It is suggested that this discussion takes place after the card sort.
The cartoon and accompanying questions can now be displayed and discussed as a class. The Powerpoint again works in conjunction with pre-prepared Word documents. Where appropriate and possible pupils should be encouraged to approach the board and select areas of the stimulus material to be discussed.  They could use an interactive pen or highlighter to help explain their arguments and display their thoughts and ideas. 
The recap screens at the end of the Powerpoint again allow for whole class debate and contribution. Answers that are given can be transferred to the pre-prepared Word documents that will then act as an aid to revision.
