Introduction to Media Studies
This module introduces students to the basic concepts and critical media vocabulary they need at the outset of a GCSE course. It gives  them opportunities to develop their analytical skills and apply them in a range of content analysis tasks and activities.

At the end of the module they should  understand the notion that a media text has been carefully and deliberately constructed to produce a specific response or message for a particular audience.

Each unit gives exposition, examples and activities for the students to use in the classroom.

A glossary of essential media terms is included to encourage the students to become more confident in using  technical vocabulary when describing media messages.The glossary can be used with each unit or as a stand alone resource.

Each unit should only be regarded as a starting point- or even a revision aid- they are not intended to be a completely comprehensive teaching resource. Students should be encouraged at all times to apply the skills learnt in this module by providing them with a wide range of contemporary and relevant texts to deconstruct.
Units covered in this module all deal with image analysis.

· Basic semiotics. Sign systems and decoding visual images.



Iconic Arbitrary Symbolic Indexical signs.

· Presentation codes. Camera shots and movement.

· Representation. Denotation and connotation.

· Image manipulation. Anchorage and cropping.

· Glossary.

