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UNIT 1 CHRISTIANITY




QUESTION 1c AND MARK SCHEME

(c) Explain Christian beliefs about God. [AO1 8]

Indicative content here:

Creator.

Uncaused Cause.

Maker of Heaven and Earth.

Sustainer.

Daily provider (Matthew 6:11).

Guide.

Omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, omnibenevalent.
One (monotheism).

Trinity, i.e. Father, loving, Son, redeemer, saviour, Holy Spirit, comforter.
Eternal.

Wanting a relationship with humankind.
Compassionate, forgiving.

Lawgiver.

Judge.

Sent Jesus (John 3:16).

He answers prayer.

He forgives repentant sinners.

® F & & & & & & & B B 8 B B & & @

Where appropriate, relevant references are likely te include:

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

From the Lord’s Prayer: Give us this day our daily bread. Matthew 6:11

AO1 Marking Bands

Band Band Descriptor Mark
Total

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and

insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
4 Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 7-8
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

3 Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 5-6
and authority accurately and appropriately.

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea,
belief, practice, teaching or concept.

2 Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 3-4
authority with some accuracy.

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

1 Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 1-2
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.

0 No relevant information provided. 0




Qlc UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1

(c) Explain Christian beliefs about God. 8]
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Example 3

(¢} Explain Christian baliefs about God, 8]
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Qlc MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1 1c 8

(c) Explain Christian beliefs about God. 8]
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An excellent and highly detailed response. Religious language is used extensively, accurately and
appropriately. The candidate has written and explained/developed beliefs very clearly. Band 4,

8 marks.



Example 2
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A very good response with some religious and specialist language. The candidate has written
some clear reasons and there is some development of the points made. However, there is some
repetition, particularly in the second paragraph. The candidate would benefit from explaining
the beliefs and using sources of wisdom and authority to support these. Band 3, 5 marks.




Example 3 1c: 2

(¢} Explain Christian beliefs about God, (8|
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A limited explanation with limited religious language. The candidate has responded with a ‘d’ style
response. However, they have referred to God being a protector and helping people who have
passed away. Band 1, 2 marks.
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QUESTION 1d AND MARK SCHEME

(d)

‘Forgiveness is the most important teaching in Christianity .’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considersd more than one point
of view_ [You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [AO2 15+6]

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated
to this question.

Indicative content here:

& [od's forgiveness of humanking.

* People forgiving each other.

# Forgiveness reveals God's character to be merciful (Luke 15:11-32).

& Humankind is fallendsinful, so without forgiveness who could be saved.

# Jesus' whole mission was comcemed with God's forgiveness.

# Forgiveness is central o the mission of Jesus, to the Atonement and to Salvation.

& Forgivemess is the means to reconciliation with God.

# Forgiveness is the Good Mews of the Gospel.

# Jesus included it in the Lord's Prayer, there is the petfition to forgive as we are
forgiven.

& Oinly then can we expect God's forgivensss,

# Jlesus demonstrated forgiveness as cne of his last acts from the cross.

& Christianity teaches that Christians must forgive 70 times 7 (Matthew 18:21-22).

* Jesus taught about a forgiving Father God, e.g. Farable of the Prodigal Son
(Luke 15:11-32)L

# Jesus taught the supreme importance of love for others, especially enemiss; this
is only possible if one can forgive.

& Forgiving others enables people to deal with lifefsuffering, e.g9. Ges Walker.

# Lowve was Jesus' most important t2aching (Luke 10:25-37 and Johm 13:34-35).

« Love your neighbour” and "Do unte athers” are the core of Jesus’ teaching.

# ‘Love God' is always first,

*  Worship is the most imporiant thing for Chrstians.

« Jesus said that these are greatest commandments.

* |t could be argued that everyone should be loved, but not everyone can be

forgiven because it is conditicnal on repentance.

* Some would say forgiveness can't be the most important, because it is not
always possible to forgive.
Forgiveness is an act of uncondiional lowve.
Focusing on good deeds in the present is more important than focusing on sins of
the past.

& Stewardship/care for the planet is the most important teaching for today.

Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include:
The Lord’s Prayer: And forgive uz our debiz, as we alzo have forgiven our debfors.
Matthew &:12

Then Peter came fo Jesws and azked, Lord, haw many imesz shall | fargive my
brother ar gisfer who sing against me? Up fo seven fimes?” Jesus answered, 1 faill
you, nof zeven fimas, but zeventy-seven timesz.’ Matthew {18:29-22

11



You hawve heard fthat it was said, Love yowr neighbour and hate your ensmy.” But |

fail you, love your ensmiss and pray for those who persecuie pou
Matthaw 5:43-44

The FParable aof the Prodigal Son: Goad shown o be 5 laving, forgiving Father.
Luke 15:11-32

He answered, Lowe the Lord yowr God with all yowr heart and with all your sow! and
with all yowr strength and with all youwr mind’;, and, Lowve youwr neighbour as yourself’
Luke 10:26-37

A new command [ give yow: Love ane anafher. Az I have loved you, 5o you must love
ane anafher. Jofn 13:34

12



AO2 MARKING BANDS

. Mark
Band Band Descriptor
Total
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive
and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of
4 different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 12-15
A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or
3 alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 8-11
authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.
A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of
religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
2 Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are
considered. 4-7
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom
and authority with some accuracy.
A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge
of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning.
1 A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different
and/or alternative viewpoints.
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 1-3
authority.
0 No relevant point of view stated. 0

Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar
Applies to Part A, Question 1, part (d) only

Band Performance descriptions

5-6 marks

High + Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy
performance | « Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall

performance

3-4 marks

Intermediate | « Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy
Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall

Threshold | « Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy

grammar severely hinder meaning

performance Band, for example errors in spelling, punctuation and

performance Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any
errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall
1-2 marks
+ The candidate writes nothing
The candidate’s response does not relate to the question
0 The candidate’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold

13



Qld UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1

(d) ‘Forgvenoss is the most impotant leaching in Chnstasity
Discuss his statamant showing that you have considand mons than ane point of viaw.

(You must refer %0 relglon and betied in your answar ) %)
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Example 2

{d) ‘Forgiveness is the most important tleaching in Christianity.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considerad moare than one paint of view.
(mmmbmwwmmwml (5]

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the acourate use of grammar are allocaled Lo this
quession. 16
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Example 3

(@) ‘Forgiveness is the most important teaching in Christianity.”

Digcuss ths statement showing that you have considerad more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurata use of grammar are allocated to this
question.

Chmstitns . kelheve tNOL  Forguness,
IS AN mMEPOrtdne. tRoCchOgy JeousS ..
O . fEOrgue. _them ANey. 00N ...
BOOW. whoe they O aong' s . .
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Qld MARKED ANSWER WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

1d: 15
SPAG: 6

Example 1

(d) ‘Forgvoness s the most impotant leaching in Chnstasity

Discuss his statamant showing that you have considarnd mors than 0ne point of viaw.
(You must refar %o relglon and bebief in your answar) l!&

Marks for speling. punciushion snd tha sccursta use of grammar ara allocaied 1o this
quostion. 5]
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An excellent and highly detailed response. The candidate has focused on the demands of the question
(‘most important’) and, as a result, has provided a balanced response with well supported
judgements. There are alternative viewpoints that are relevant to the statement. The candidate has
used and interpreted religious and specialist language and sources of authority extensively,
accurately, appropriately and in detail. Band 4, 15 marks.
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1d: 9

Example 2 SPAG: 6

{d) ‘Forgiveness is the most important leaching in Christianity.’
Discuss this statement showing that you havae considerad moare than one paint of view.

(You must refer to refigion and beliel in your answer ) (15}
Marks for spelling, punctuation and the acourate use of grammar are allocaled o this
quession. 16
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A very good and detailed analysis. The candidate has included a balanced range of viewpoints and
there is evidence of religious language and sources of wisdom and authority. The candidate would
have benefited from clearly linking the first paragraph to the trigger in the question ‘most
important teaching’. Where the candidate has not clearly referred to forgiveness being the most
important teaching, their response is not clearly explained and is therefore not credit worthy of a
band 4. Band 4, 9 marks.

Y "

"]
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Example 3 1d: 2

SPAG: 1

(d) ‘Forgiveness is the most important teaching in Christianity.”

Digcuss ths statement showing that you have considerad more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this
question.

ChMmstitns _kelheve tNOL  forguness
IS QN mMEOortdne. ttochOgy Kous . .
00 . feorgue. them ANeY. 00N ..
KOO whoe they O aong'. tNis.
(9'n'e Yo LN of e | wi{=- e a - TN o] I{=NT K d'a e | SES—_—_—G_—
Forgveness 1 Q0 IMPOANL. tng.
and 0 e Qe O move OoN
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A weak analysis with limited religious knowledge. Whilst the candidate has made an attempt to
formulate a judgement, this response is limited. The candidate would benefit from providing an
alternative viewpoint and focus on the demands of the statement that forgiveness is the ‘most
important’ Christian belief. Band 1, 2 marks.
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UNIT 2 CHRISTIANITY



QUESTION 1c AND MARK SCHEME

{z) Explain ways in which Christians use the Bible. [A1 8]
Indicative content here:

* As God's guthoritative word ("God-breathed”, 2 Timothy 3:18), e.g. for setting
docirine, moral rules.

Feadings in the service / OT and NT.

Sermon: preachingfteaching based on Bible passages.

In church or chapel, passages displayed on walls, banners to inspire
worshippers.

P=alms recited in the liturgy.

Worship songs and hymns use scripture.

Particular readings in special services, e.g. communion, wedding.

Ring placed on Bible in wedding service — their vows of commitment are before
God.

For inspiration.

Read in private devotons.

Used as a focus for meditation.

Group Bible study.

They read it to leam about the Faith.

Guidance, e.g. seeking advice, example of Christ or other biblical characters.
Test book, e.g. to weigh advice received, teaching and opinicns.

2 Timothy 3:18-17 — "All Scrpture is useful._’

o for teaching,

for rebuking,

for comecting,

for traiming im righteousness,

for equipping believers for every good work.

Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include:
All Sonpiure iz God-breathed and iz useful for feaching, rebuking, correcting and

fraiming in righteousness, 2o that the servant of God may be fhoroughly eguipped for
every good work. 2 Timathy 3:16-17.

AO1 Marking Bands

Band Band Descriptor Mark
Total

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and

insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
4 Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 7-8
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

3 Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 5-6
and authority accurately and appropriately.

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea,
belief, practice, teaching or concept.

2 Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 3-4
authority with some accuracy.

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

1 Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 1-2
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.

0 No relevant information provided. 0




Qlc UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
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Example 2

{c) Explain ways in which Chrstians use the Bible.
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Example 3

{c) Explain ways in which Christians use the Bible, [8]
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Example 1

Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

2c: 8

{©)  ExpRin ways in which Clristians use the Bible. 8]
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An excellent and highly detailed response. Religious language is used extensively, accurately, and
appropriately. The candidate has written clear reasons and has developed the points made. Band 4, 8

marks.
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Example 2 2c:5

{c) Explain ways in which Chrstians use the Bible, (8)
Chvmerans use the bible to beconmé
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A very good response W|th some rellglous and speC|aI|st Ianguage The candidate has written some clear
reasons and there is some development of the points made. For example, they have developed the idea of the
Bible stories guiding a believer to lead a better lifestyle and make it to Heaven. There is some repetition towards
the end of the response, where the candidate has repeated the points about a better lifestyle and getting into
Heaven. The candidate would benefit from including different ways in which the Bible is used and aiming to
include a source of authority to support some of these ways. Band 3, 5 marks.
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2c: 2
Example 3

{c) Explain ways in which Christians use the Bible. [8]
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A limited response. The candidate has included religious language, but they have not developed the points
made, making the response read like a list. Therefore, the candidate would benefit from explaining each point
made. For example, they could say ‘how’ the Bible is used for prayer. Band 1, 2 marks.

31



id)

QUESTION 1d AND MARK SCHEME

‘Belief in the afterlife is the most important Christian belief. [AC2 15+&]

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.}

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated
to this guestion.

Indicative content here:

# [t highlighis the nature of God:

o God judges.

o God is merciful.

o God is willing fo forgive.

It shows that God's lowe is eternal, not just for this life.

It is essential to beliefs to do with reward, punishment and human responsibility.

It makes sense of evil and suffering in this life.

It forms the basis for Christian thecdicies.

It gives a reason fo live a good life.

It acis as a waming to those who do not live a good life.

It makes sense of questions like why evil people seem to prosper and good

people suffer in this life, 2.g. Parable of the Rich Man and Lazamus (Luke 16:18-

31

# Jesus' teaching is invariably dependent upon belief in the afterlife, e.g. Parable of
the Rich mamn and Lazarus (Luke 16:18-21}, “treasures im Heaven' (Matthew G:19-
21), Parable of the Great Judgement (Matthew 25:31-48), Parable of the Gocd
Samaritam (Luke 10:25).

It gives life meaning and purpose.

The most imporiant teaching is Jesus’ Resurrection, showing that the atonement
gives us redemption and etermal ife. Belief in the Resurrection is belief in an
aftedife.

#  Without belief in the Resumection Christianity is foolishness, as Fauls states: 'if
Chrst has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith', and f
only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied’

(1 Corinthians 15:14 and 18).

# Core Christtan beliefs and teachings from the BiblelJesus foous on the afterlife,
e.g. 'l am the Resurrection and the life’ (John 11:25-28), "God so loved the
word.." {John 3:18), “Im my Father's howse there are many mansions/rooms’,
[John 14:2)

# Salvation only means anything in light of an afterlife: we are saved from sin and
death.

& |t canm't be the most important belisf because |t raises difficult guestions that not
all Christiams agree on, such as would a good God create a Hell, could amy sin
deserve etemal punishment?

Bealief in Gad is the most im portant belief.

Belief that Jesus is the Christ is the most important belief, because it is what
defines a Christian.

Belief in the way of agape love is the most importani

Focusing on how we live this life is more imporiant than the next life.

That God is the Creator and we are called to stewardship of the planet is the
most important belief for today.
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Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include:

God zo loved the world that he gave hiz one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him zhall nof penizh but have efemal life. John 3:16

I am the resurrection and the fife. The one who believes in me will live, even though
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” John 11:25-26

Farable of the Great Judgemenf, where the end of a [ife of kindness and zernvice is

entry to God's kingdom:

Then they will go away fo efernal punizhment, buf the nghteous fo efemal life.
Matthew 25:31-46

Farable of the Good Samantan:
On ane gceasion an expert in fhe law sfood up fo test Jesus. "Teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do fo inhent efernal Iifa?” Luks 10:25

My Father’s house hazs many rooms; if thaf were nof so, would | have fold you that |
am going there to prepare a place far you? John 14:7-4

Sfaring up treasures on earth or in Heaven:
Do nof sfore up for yourselves freasures on earth, where mofhs and vermin desziray,
and where thisves break in and steal. Buf sfore up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in
and zteal.

Matthew 6:19-20

Farable of the Rich Man and Lazaruz: waming againsf those who choose fo hve a
godiess life, and the rewards that awaif the nghteous: esfrangement from God in the
afterlife, or etemity in God's presence. Luke 16:19-31

Faul's teaching on the Resurrection:
Chrizt hag indeed been raized from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes
alzo through a man. For az in Adam all die, 2o in Christ all will be made alive.

I Connthians 15:20-22
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AO2 Marking Bands

Mark

Band Band Descriptor Total

An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of

4 different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 12-15
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority
extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.

3 Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative
viewpoints are considered. 8-11
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority
accurately, appropriately and in detail.

A satisfactory analysis and evaluation based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious
teaching, and moral reasoning.

Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints considered. 4-7

2 Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority generally accurately.

A weak analysis and evaluation, based on a limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion,
religious teaching and moral reasoning.

1 A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or 1-3
different viewpoints.
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority.

0 No relevant point of view stated. 0

Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar
Applies to Section A, Question 1, part (d) only

Band Performance descriptions
High performance = Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy
+« Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of
5-6 marks meaning overall

Intermediate performance | « Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy
= Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of
3-4 marks meaning overall

 Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy

= Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of
meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning
overall

Threshold performance

1-2 marks

= The candidate writes nothing

= The candidate's response does not relate to the question

0 = The candidate's achievement in SPaG does not reach the
threshold performance Band, for example errors in spelling,
punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning
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Qld UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
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Example 2

(d) ‘Belied in ha sMartia is tha most mporsant Cheislian bekad’

Discuss this ssatement showing that you have conscered more tham ons point of view
(You must refer 10 refigion and beliof in your ankwet) [5)

Marks Tor spefing punciuation and the accurase use of grammar are alocatad to s
gueston. (&)
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Example 3

(d) ‘'Belief in the afterifa is the most important Chastian belief”

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer 10 religion and belief In your answer.) [15]

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated o this
question, (€]
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Qld MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

2d: 15

Example 1 SPAG:6
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An excellent and highly detailed response. The candidate has focused on the demands of the question (‘most
important’) and, as a result, has provided a balanced response with well supported judgements. There are
alternative viewpoints that are relevant to the statement. The candidate has used and interpreted religious
and specialist language and sources of authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. Band 4,
15 marks. SPAG 6 marks.
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2d:6

Example 2
SPAG:4

(d) ‘Belid in ha sllartie is tha most mporsant Chrestian bekad '

Discuss this satement showing that you have conscered more than one point of view
(You must refer 10 refigion and belief in your answet) [*5)
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A satisfactory analysis with some religious language that has been used with some accuracy. Some judgements
are formulated in the first paragraph. The candidate has also attempted to provide an alternative viewpoint
although no judgement is formulated until ‘love your neighbour’ is mentioned on the last line. Whilst there is
some evidence of a ‘discussion’ in the first paragraph, the candidate would benefit from providing alternative
reasons in the second paragraph. They would also benefit from, explaining these reasons, with some evidence,
and linking them to the statement. Band 2, 6 marks. SPAG, 4 marks.

2d: 2
Example 3 SPAG: 2
(d) ‘'Belief in tha afterfa is the most important Chastian belief.

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer 10 religion and belief iIn your answer.) [15)

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated fo this
question, €]

A weak analysis with limited religious knowledge. Whilst the candidate has made an attempt to formulate a
judgement, this response is limited. The candidate would benefit from providing an alternative viewpoint and
focus on the demands of the statement that the afterlife is the ‘most important’ Christian belief. Band 1,
2marks. SPAG:2
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