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UNIT 1 CHRISTIANITY 
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AO1 Marking Bands 
 
 

Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 

 

 
4 

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and 
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
7–8 

 

 
3 

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 
and authority accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
5–6 

 

 
2 

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority with some accuracy. 

 

 
3–4 

 

 
1 

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy. 

 

 
1–2 

0 No relevant information provided. 0 

 
 

QUESTION 1c AND MARK SCHEME 
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Example 1 

  

Q1c UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Q1c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

An excellent and highly detailed response. Religious language is used extensively, accurately and 
appropriately. The candidate has written and explained/developed beliefs very clearly. Band 4, 
8 marks. 

1c 8 
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Example 2 

 

 

 

 

A very good response with some religious and specialist language. The candidate has written 
some clear reasons and there is some development of the points made. However, there is some 
repetition, particularly in the second paragraph. The candidate would benefit from explaining 
the beliefs and using sources of wisdom and authority to support these. Band 3, 5 marks. 
 
 

1c 5 
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Example 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A limited explanation with limited religious language. The candidate has responded with a ‘d’ style 
response. However, they have referred to God being a protector and helping people who have 
passed away. Band 1, 2 marks. 

1c: 2 
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QUESTION 1d AND MARK SCHEME 
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AO2 MARKING BANDS 
 

Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 

 
 
 

4 

An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive 
and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 
authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 
 
 
 

12-15 

 
 
 

3 

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or 
alternative viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 
authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 
 
 

8-11 

 
 

2 

A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of 
religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered. 

 

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority with some accuracy. 

 
 

 
4-7 

 
 

1 

A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge 
of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning. 

 

A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different 
and/or alternative viewpoints. 

 

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority. 

 
 
 
 

1-3 

0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Example 1 

Q1d UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 
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Example 3 
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Example 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q1d MARKED ANSWER WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

 
1d: 15 

SPAG: 6 
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An excellent and highly detailed response. The candidate has focused on the demands of the question 
(‘most important’) and, as a result, has provided a balanced response with well supported 
judgements. There are alternative viewpoints that are relevant to the statement. The candidate has 
used and interpreted religious and specialist language and sources of authority extensively, 
accurately, appropriately and in detail. Band 4, 15 marks. 
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Example 2 

1d: 9 
SPAG: 6 



22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A very good and detailed analysis. The candidate has included a balanced range of viewpoints and 
there is evidence of religious language and sources of wisdom and authority. The candidate would 
have benefited from clearly linking the first paragraph to the trigger in the question ‘most 
important teaching’. Where the candidate has not clearly referred to forgiveness being the most 
important teaching, their response is not clearly explained and is therefore not credit worthy of a 
band 4. Band 4, 9 marks. 
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Example 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A weak analysis with limited religious knowledge. Whilst the candidate has made an attempt to 
formulate a judgement, this response is limited. The candidate would benefit from providing an 
alternative viewpoint and focus on the demands of the statement that forgiveness is the ‘most 
important’ Christian belief. Band 1, 2 marks. 

1d: 2 
SPAG: 1 
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UNIT 2 CHRISTIANITY 
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AO1 Marking Bands 

 
 

Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 

 

 
4 

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and 
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
7–8 

 

 
3 

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 
and authority accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
5–6 

 

 
2 

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority with some accuracy. 

 

 
3–4 

 

 
1 

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy. 

 

 
1–2 

0 No relevant information provided. 0 

QUESTION 1c AND MARK SCHEME 
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Example 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Q1c UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 
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Example 3    
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Example 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

An excellent and highly detailed response. Religious language is used extensively, accurately, and 
appropriately. The candidate has written clear reasons and has developed the points made. Band 4, 8 
marks. 

2c: 8 
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Example 2 

A very good response with some religious and specialist language. The candidate has written some clear 
reasons and there is some development of the points made. For example, they have developed the idea of the 
Bible stories guiding a believer to lead a better lifestyle and make it to Heaven. There is some repetition towards 
the end of the response, where the candidate has repeated the points about a better lifestyle and getting into 
Heaven. The candidate would benefit from including different ways in which the Bible is used and aiming to 
include a source of authority to support some of these ways. Band 3, 5 marks. 
 
 

2c: 5 
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Example 3    

 

A limited response. The candidate has included religious language, but they have not developed the points 
made, making the response read like a list. Therefore, the candidate would benefit from explaining each point 
made. For example, they could say ‘how’ the Bible is used for prayer. Band 1, 2 marks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2c: 2 
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QUESTION 1d AND MARK SCHEME 
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AO2 Marking Bands 
 

Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 

 
 
 

4 

An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority 
extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 
 

12–15 

 
 

3 

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority 
accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 
 

8–11 

 
 
 

2 

A satisfactory analysis and evaluation based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching, and moral reasoning. 

 

Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints considered. 
 

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority generally accurately. 

 
 

4–7 

 

 
1 

A weak analysis and evaluation, based on a limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or 
different viewpoints. 

 

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority. 

 
 

1–3 

0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Example 1 

Q1d UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 
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Example 1 

Q1d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

 2d: 15 

SPAG:6 



40 
 
 

An excellent and highly detailed response. The candidate has focused on the demands of the question (‘most 
important’) and, as a result, has provided a balanced response with well supported judgements. There are 
alternative viewpoints that are relevant to the statement. The candidate has used and interpreted religious 
and specialist language and sources of authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. Band 4, 
15 marks. SPAG 6 marks. 
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Example 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2d:6 
SPAG:4 
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A satisfactory analysis with some religious language that has been used with some accuracy. Some judgements 
are formulated in the first paragraph. The candidate has also attempted to provide an alternative viewpoint 
although no judgement is formulated until ‘love your neighbour’ is mentioned on the last line. Whilst there is 
some evidence of a ‘discussion’ in the first paragraph, the candidate would benefit from providing alternative 
reasons in the second paragraph. They would also benefit from, explaining these reasons, with some evidence, 
and linking them to the statement. Band 2, 6 marks. SPAG, 4 marks. 
 
 
 
Example 3    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A weak analysis with limited religious knowledge. Whilst the candidate has made an attempt to formulate a 
judgement, this response is limited. The candidate would benefit from providing an alternative viewpoint and 
focus on the demands of the statement that the afterlife is the ‘most important’ Christian belief. Band 1, 
2marks. SPAG:2 

2d: 2 
SPAG: 2 


