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EXAMPLE 1 

 
 
 

Q3c UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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EXAMPLE 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE 3 
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EXAMPLE 1 

The candidate has offered an excellent and highly detailed response that answers the question asked. They 
have been successful in giving a balance of the two required religions and shown awareness of beliefs about 
the value of human life, effectively linking it to beliefs about the sanctity of life, giving links to appropriate 
topics such as abortion in the Christian part of the answer and beliefs about life after death in the Islam part of 
the answer. The candidate has also included appropriate reference to sources of wisdom and authority and 
used a range of religious terms appropriate and accurately. Band 4, 8 marks 

Q3c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

3c 8 
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EXAMPLE 2 

 
 

The candidate has successfully met the requirement of the question in offering the start of an explanation from 

both religions. The answer has included religious language appropriately (for example, reference to the sanctity 

of life, equality, and Allah). The answer offers a good explanation with examples given of how life should be 

treated because of beliefs about it being special. The answer would need further explanation and inclusion of 

more ideas and examples to be awarded higher up the band descriptors. Band 3, 5 marks 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Example 3 

 

The candidate has attempted this question and offered a very basic and limited explanation, choosing to state 

a belief held by both Christians and Muslims together. The answer requires further explanation to be awarded 

any more marks. Band 1, 1 mark 

 

 
  

3c 5 

3c 1 
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QUESTION 3d AND MARK SCHEME 
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EXAMPLE 1 

Q3d UNMARKED ANSWERS  
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EXAMPLE 2 
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EXAMPLE 3 
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 EXAMPLE 1 

Q3d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

3d 15 
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The candidate offers an excellent and detailed consideration of issues surrounding the statement; there is the 
consideration of three different viewpoints, including, as the question requires, a focus on a non-religious 
perspective. There is good consideration of a range of arguments with support from evidence that shows 
accurate understanding of religious knowledge. Clear and well supported judgements of formed, including an 
appropriate conclusion at the end of the answer. Band 4, 15 marks  
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EXAMPLE 2 

The candidate has offered a good response to the statement given with a range of arguments being considered, 
including that from a non-religious perspective as the question requires. There is some good use of religious 
language as well as some relevant links to stories from sources of authority. The judgements given are at times 
underdeveloped and focus on this would enable the candidate to consolidate the required evaluative skill and 
move further up the band descriptors. Band 3, 9 marks  

3d 9 
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EXAMPLE 3 

The candidate has stated a personal response in their answer which offers a very basic and weak analysis of 

the issue. This demonstrates a poor attempt to formulate a judgement with no specific knowledge of religion 

offered to support the view stated. Band 1, 1 mark  

3d 1 
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UNIT 1 
PART B: Q4 C & D 
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AO1 MARK BANDS 
  

QUESTION 4c AND MARK SCHEME 
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EXAMPLE 1 

 
 

Q4c UNMARKED ANSWERS  
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EXAMPLE 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 3 
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EXAMPLE 1 

The candidate has successfully included explanation of beliefs about forgiveness from both required religions 
and offers an excellent and highly accurate account. A range of ideas are included with reference to appropriate 
teachings from sources of wisdom. Despite the Islam part of the answer appearing less developed in terms of 
ideas and length, the candidate’s use of religious terms and the balance of the whole answer enables this 
answer to demonstrate a level of best fit in Band 4. Band 4, 8 marks 

Q4c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

4c 8 
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EXAMPLE 2 

 
 

The candidate has given a response to the question, but it is limited and therefore awarded Band 1, 2 marks. 

There is recognition of forgiveness being important in both religions, but ideas are not developed and there is 

no specific reference to Christian or Muslim attitudes beyond this. The answer needs specific examples to be 

included and reference to appropriate teachings from sources of wisdom would allow the answer to be 

awarded further marks. Band 1, 2 marks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE 3 

 

The candidate has offered a single belief in response to this question and been able to give a limited explanation 

which shows basic understanding of the importance of forgiveness to Christians. Band 1, 1 mark   

4c 2 

4c 1 
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AO2 MARKING BANDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

QUESTION 4d AND MARK SCHEME 



27 
 

 
EXAMPLE 1 

  

Q4c UNMARKED ANSWERS  
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EXAMPLE 2 
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EXAMPLE 3 
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EXAMPLE 1 

Q4d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

4d 15 
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The candidate offers an excellent and highly detailed response to the statement on the death penalty; there is 

appropriate consideration of a range of views that use supportive evidence and arguments from sources of 

wisdom. The candidate has effectively included both religious and moral reasoning and a range of alternative 

viewpoints are considered with effective judgements made. Band 4, 15 marks 
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EXAMPLE 2 

The candidate has demonstrated a very good evaluation of the focus of the statement, the death penalty, and 
included a range of alternative views. Whilst there is no requirement for the candidate to include a non-
religious view in this question, its inclusion has allowed them to offer moral as well as religious reasoning. There 
is some good use of specialist terminology with words such as justice, deterrence, and reformation but 
judgements are at times, limited. The evaluative skills shown in the final paragraph allow demonstration of a 
Band 3 response and this is the band of best fit awarded. Band 3, 8 marks 

4d 8 
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EXAMPLE 3 

 

The candidate has offered a weak analysis as they have simply stated a very brief and basic viewpoint. There is 

little evidence to support the statement made nor development of arguments of evidence to show evaluation 

of the issue. Band 1, 1 mark. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4d 1 
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O1 MARK BANDS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

QUESTION 3c AND MARK SCHEME 
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EXAMPLE 1 

 
 
 

QUESTION 3c UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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EXAMPLE 2 
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EXAMPLE 3 
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EXAMPLE 1 

The candidate has successfully met the demands of the question through offering a balanced answer that gives 

an excellent and highly detailed explanation of both Christian and Muslims views about the nature and purpose 

of sex. They use sophisticated language accurately and shows excellent insight into religious beliefs and 

teachings, making effective use of teachings from sources of authority. Band 4, 8 marks 

Q3c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

3c: 8 
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EXAMPLE 2 

The candidate has offered a good explanation in response to the question although at times, the response 

lapses into description rather than detailed explanation. There is a focus on including a view from both 

Christianity and Islam and the candidate uses some religious language appropriately. To develop the answer, 

the candidate would need to make more links to the words of the question and develop the explanation to be 

more detailed. Band 3, 5 marks. 

3c: 5 
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EXAMPLE 3 

 

The candidate has offered a satisfactory explanation to answer the question, including a Muslim response 

before moving onto a Christian response. At times, the answer appears to be more descriptive without specific 

reference to sources of authority nor specific use of religious terminology and this is how the candidate could 

develop this response. Band 2, 4 marks  

3c: 4 
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A02 MARK BANDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTION 3d AND MARK SCHEME 
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EXAMPLE 1 

Q3d UNMARKED ANSWERS  
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EXAMPLE 2 
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EXAMPLE 3 
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EXAMPLE 1 

 
 

Q3d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

3d: 14 
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The candidate successfully offers an excellent and highly detailed evaluation of the statement. Multiple views 
are offered with accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning used to support the 
views given. There is an appropriate focus on correct use of religious teachings and judgements are formulated 
from the evidence given. Band 4, 14 marks 
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EXAMPLE 2 

 
 

The candidate has given a satisfactory response to the statement and considered both Christian and 

Muslim arguments. Some judgements are formulated with some reliance of accurate knowledge. 

Viewpoints require development to move into Band 3 of the level descriptors. Band 2, 6 marks. 

3d: 6 
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EXAMPLE 3 
 
 
  

3d: 6 
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This response cleverly offers more than one viewpoint and is a satisfactory analysis of the issue but needs to 
be read multiple times to award a fair mark. The candidate gives a straightforward response and then consider 
examples from both Christianity and Islam to talk around issues affecting the statement. There is some attempt 
to use religious or moral reasoning to support the arguments given. Band 2, 6 marks 
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UNIT 2 
PART B: Q4 C & D 
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QUESTION 4c AND MARK SCHEME 
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EXAMPLE 1 

Q4c UNMARKED ANSWERS  
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EXAMPLE 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE 3 
 
  



58 
 

 
EXAMPLE 1 

 

The candidate has chosen an appropriate Christian and Muslim example of a charity and effectively given an 
excellent explanation of the work of the charity with supportive explanation of teachings behind their work. 
There is an appropriate balance in the answer of focus on both religions and good use of religious language 
throughout the response. Band 4, 8 marks. 
 
 

Q4c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

4c: 8 
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EXAMPLE 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The candidate offers a satisfactory response to the question asked with a focus on charity actions rather than 

the work of a specific charity. The answer offers appropriate examples such as helping clothe and feed children, 

providing safe water access and giving money but each idea needs to be developed to explain more about this 

work and the religious reasons behind it. Band 2, 4 marks 

 
 
EXAMPLE 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The response recognises charitable actions that are done including mention of donations and money used to 

help others. Despite the candidate mentioning Islamic Relief, the explanation given is limited and only basic 

understanding is shown of the work to reduce poverty. Band 1, 2 marks 

4c: 2 

4c: 4 
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A02 MARK BANDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTION 4d AND MARK SCHEME 
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EXAMPLE 1 

 
 

Q4d UNMARKED ANSWERS  
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EXAMPLE 2 
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EXAMPLE 3 
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EXAMPLE 1 

 
 

Q4d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

4d: 13 
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The candidate has offered an excellent analysis and evaluation of the issue in the statement; there is good use 

of teachings and religious knowledge used to support the arguments given. A range of views are considered 

along with suitable examples linked in the answers such as beliefs about homosexuality and issues surrounding 

equality. To consolidate Band 4, the candidate could bring their evaluation at the end of their response to a 

stronger conclusion. Band 4, 13 marks, 
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EXAMPLE 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The candidate has offered a satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the statement giving some suitable 

references to examples linked to prejudice/discrimination, specifically referencing racism and sexism. The 

answer is at times general and arguments could be further developed with religious and moral reasoning. Band 

2, 5 marks. 

 

4d: 6 
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EXAMPLE 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The candidate offers a weak attempt to respond to the statement, recognising that someone doesn’t 

have to be religious to want to bring about change. There is a link to a teaching at the end of the answer 

that shows the candidate has a limited awareness of the issues. Specific use of examples would allow 

the answer to move up the level descriptors. Band 1, 3 marks 

4d: 3 


