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QUESTION 2c AND MARK SCHEME

c) Explain why the Four Sights were important in the Buddha'’s life. [AO1 8]

Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited.

Refer to the marking bands for question (c).

Indicative content here:

According to legend, Buddha saw the Four Sights during his first visit outside the palace.
After the Four Sights, Buddha understood that all humans suffer, and that suffering is inevitable.

Buddha could no longer enjoy all the luxuries of his life in the palace knowing that that he could
not be protected from old age, sickness and death.

The sight of the holy man/ascetic encouraged Buddha to renounce his life of luxury and search
for the answer to overcome suffering (seek the truth).

As a result of the Sights, Buddha developed various teachings (dharma) — anicca, anatta,
dukkha.

Witnessing the Four Sights put Buddha on the path that led to Enlightenment.

AO1 Marking Bands

Band Band Descriptor Mark
Total
An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and insight
into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
4 - - . 7-8
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.
A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice,
teaching or concept.
3 - - . 5-6
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
authority accurately and appropriately.
A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.
2 . - . . 3-4
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority
with some accuracy.
A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.
1 Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority 1-2
in a limited way and with little accuracy.
0 No relevant information provided. 0




Q2c UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
=

(c) Explain why the Four Sights were important in the Buddha's life. (8]
AL Prax. e T e Y Y Busrddaa 'l e ad
bhoy et Lami o e em&bmww,)wm
b htent Wi e ﬂt‘w WA g padaat. Tl N
WM hait e Pusdra wwuwm phAaios

AMad guatn and a Saddra. A dea pok ua tar Budddaas
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Example 2

(c) Explain why the Four Sights were important in the Buddha's life. (8]
Before . seeng. the  Foar .....S_o.gk_.b:,.._.em,. . Buddba  was  not.
aware  thal . ..3.U.i§er{nj ..Qx'ﬂed..]-* was. .only ..once he
leH the palace  and saw. on  old  man, & Sick. .
Mon, o dead . .man, ond &  hely  man thot . he.
came o this  realization. his wos a very....mportant
part  of the  Buddha's life  ‘oeccmse had he net
seen  these . fowr . Sights, he. . w/ould.. have.....never. had.
the. . claive ‘o become ......cn!(ghfmcd ' Ukm he  was
fist lrm, 4he o prophet toid the Buddbm’s  parents
that  he. wonld . either bewmse ﬂL.......3rmt......i€,qd.€.( o8
A greok teacher, te s always Oahned  fo. become
ont  of. tha  two,owt € he had  continened  lwing
his shelbered  |ife  [n  toe  nlace, he wowd . hot
Viae __gome.__on....4he. k.. become. . a. . great.  teacher,
ond  bherefore e wowld . het  have  been 4he
Euo\c\)\_o.%e OWI}, remon hen did what he did
was. becawse e ocwnbed  to find o way Yo
OVercome. s.uw,'nj..b»t he _wonldn 't bhave been
able Yo  do that (f  he didw+ even know,
that  Suffering . existed. Therefore, thy ..&w...,..sg.w... Lere
(mgodan. 0. the . OGaddhay I, beunss . withowt  them

he wonldnt  even.. loc. the. Buwddha,



Example 3

2¢. The 4 sights were important to the Buddha as it showed him what life ws really like. He spent
many years trapped away in a temple with his family. He finally left and he saw ‘a homeless man, a
man with no food, a dying man and a dead man’. These sights showed him that the world was a
cruel place and change was needed to help all these people.

It also taught him that in order to reach the end of your life you have to experience these things so
you can empathise towards others and show respect. This is how he learnt about enlightenment and

then taught his lesson to those around. He created Buddhism.



Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1 2c8

(c) Explain why the Four Sights were important in the Buddha's life. (8]
AL Poex. AL et napaiosnt ua the Bushddaal e aa
bainy a4 L o the pakia o cniidMenimunt , Spemaandg ) Uam
Wk Ehar e Busddaa soas whaain nd et Clas pleso
v dae pum tuve. wucie  an M waan, o
dad puama wndd a Saddra. Ab Bwa poak wa tar Budddaas
e Wi Waad nayver expenincsd aauning  Aahdad oy

W yolaar vn dae palece . (wWnan 36 ta Buddia jows daa
'ww:‘muvu. \a - Oan SLA s e dusuovesed  Bvak
pavpu me A daiovea—ed Hhrak
pw QAL ofpar Seoring. W et ad geiron . He
than ek a Saddaun, WMo rcaniaed ot pestt, watia wo

g guartians i U These sqady dvannaed e Buddira
haa Astrslaol W2 Casd nv g Vaus @ o e o baaxouy
the pgatas cund berot  a Wiy nasn. Tt ngwia
ATTNT a0 AVEAAL © tleo Baddiio as Ty Sek. . A AR
Haa Gubddroars  pokin & acdarainng Nunouna Lewquu-‘}

nALoR wmbcwmb{ﬂ.wm

LAL [ 9 A de e it B4 daen.
This is an excellent, highly detailed answer. Each of the Four Sights is covered, with reasons
given for why each might be important. This answer also considers the impact of the Four Sights
as a whole. There is evidence of religious language (although it would have been good to see
Buddhist terms). The Four Sights are well used as a source of authority. Band 4, 8 marks.



Example 2 2c6

(c) Explain why the Four Sights were important in the Buddha's life. (8]
Before . .5.22\{13. he  Foar .....Segxb‘.,. the . Buddha was  not.
aware . thel ..w,EG.cr{nj existed. It was only. ..once . he.
leH the ypalace  and saw. on 0id  _man, & . Sick. .
man, o dead . .man, and & hely  man, that . he.
came  to  dhis  cearization. This wos a  very imporiant
port of the Buddba's life  ‘eccmse had he net .
seen  these  Cowr S‘.sh.tf,,he, Mould  have  never, "Iad..
the. . clesive . to. . .b‘?.‘(.qm.c.......en!us.h?m.eo.\ ULm he  was
fist lorm, 4he o prophet toid  the Buddbm’s  pents
that  he.  wonld . either bewme ag.‘....3'?:,nt...,..'€q9‘.€.(...UT,'.
A...greok  teachsr, te . was ...q!w_@s,..deqh‘n.e A o become
ont  of. the two,bwt € he had  continened  l\ng
his sheltered |ife  [n  tee nlace, he wowd  hot
Viave 3%& on. Y tn . become . a great Feacher,
ond  bherefve  he  wonld . net  hdve  beon 4he
6“0\6\)\.0-,”\2 OW'}, rewson hen did what he did

was  becanse  he  ocwnied  do find o way. Yo
OVercome mfcer.'n\c,..bm*:..he wonldn 'k bhave been
able 4o do that (f  he didnw+ even knon,
that  5uffering . ea.ism\..maﬂ?ofc., the .‘ﬁw‘._..sgw,. Lere
.0, the . OGaddhass  Ife, becunss . withownr  them

he. _wondnt. even.. e the. Buddha,

A clear answer which puts forward a general idea of the importance of the Four Sights. Reference to
the prediction made at the Buddha's birth is acceptable and clearly explained. There is some use of
religious language and the Four Sights are used as a source of authority. Band 3, 6 marks.
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Example 3 2c3

2¢. The 4 sights were important to the Buddha as it showed him what life ws really like. He spent
many years trapped away in a temple with his family. He finally left and he saw ‘a homeless man, a
man with no food, a dying man and a dead man'. These sights showed him that the world was a
cruel place and change was needed to help all these people.

It also taught him that in order to reach the end of your life you have to experience these things so
you can empathise towards others and show respect. This is how he learnt about enlightenment and

then taught his lesson to those around. He created Buddhism.

The answer shows some awareness of the importance of the Four Sights; the first paragraph makes a
general point. The second paragraph mentions that the Buddha created Buddhism which is relevant.

Band 2, 3 marks.
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QUESTION 2d AND MARK SCHEME

d) “Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.”

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You
must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [AO2 15]

Indicative content here:
* Itis an opportunity to gain merit/build up good karma which has to be important.
» Itis atime when lay people can show generosity (dana) to monks by giving gifts of cloth.
+ The Buddha did instruct followers to ‘spread the kathina’.

* It remembers the time Buddha spent in the forest when meditating to achieve enlightenment.
* Wesak celebrates the birth, death and parinirvana of the Buddha so must be more important.

» Parinirvana Day is more important for Mahayana Buddhists as it celebrates the Buddha'’s passing

into final nirvana, which is the ultimate aim for Buddhists.

*  Wesak & Parinirvana Day gives Buddhists an opportunity to think of their own death and how

they are living their lives.

* Vassa is an important time as it allows monks — and lay Buddhists — to study, reflect, meditate

and make spiritual progress.

* The practice of the rain retreats was started at the time of the Buddha so must be important.

+ Anyfestival is good as it is an opportunity to think about the dharma (dhamma) and this can help

Buddhists make progress towards their own enlightenment.

» Some might argue that Buddhists shouldn’t be concerned with celebrating any festivals and as

following the dharma (dhamma) is more important.

AO2 MARKING BANDS

. Mark
Band Band Descriptor
Total
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive
and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of
4 different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 12-15
A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or
3 alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 8-11
authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.
A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of
religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
2 Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are
considered. 4-7
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom
and authority with some accuracy.
A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge
of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning.
1 A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different
and/or alternative viewpoints.
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 1-3
authority.
0 No relevant point of view stated. 0

12



Q2d UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
—s
(d) ‘Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.'
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)

for—Brisilhiots et

For_Theravada  Buddhisis, Kathina is._.A_vey Imporfant . .
festival , celevrated <n_ the  fowr  weeks afler  monsoen
Season ..m......O.chba./Nomioer-T'\-‘S festival is tnporiant
becanse it is & chance  for oy Puddhisk  jo  shew
they appreication. for . Monks. Dsmv\g. f'ns rfﬂwl. Ia9
Suddlusu.,._.(m.!l._.._....e)o_v.f._....,...monks &...Mmeal _in  the Morring
followed . by . vobes in  the afiemcen.Ths s very
wmportam a5 ¢ 5 believed A.Vﬂ\a\t..‘.?v!h“) monks  robes
s.ont of the Mot merit- making china:. A porsen

|

can do, ond  dhet it will gmercdc 9°ed  Kama .
However, other  Buddhists, such as m.aaam Buddhisis , would
disogree , ancl . sam  thot  FParnicvana  day 1S a  mere
‘mportant. day . fw . Buddhisis, as i€ celevates  the
actual  Buddha and  bm (eachu'n3 Pwini"wm,wh«h
witumadely to  Buddhists  Shewd be More important  {han_
(Q\QWM"ﬁ Mmonks, Pmm0|'3.1 think 1ha P,Wi.niwmna day
3 a more  ‘mportant day than Kuthiea  as  not oniy
i3 Parinivane, day A day o celebrate the death of

the Buddna, but  also a doﬁ fo  seflect  on family and
{riends whe have ake  died Not oy thy, bwt the phile-

n

SOP':) (5l cemwes  prownd  the Budc“n, {\ler.tfw-e—c:-vg
day that ek celebrodes him showd, to  Buddhisty, be  more
importamt  than  a dog bk celebrate wmonkr,
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Other Thoruada Buadhins  may Argas thar  Wesak s a
moreimpestant  Buddhist fehval, as it celebrates  the burih
& the  Buddha, This .0'03, s __important  Decawe  the lrih of
the  Buddha wos o weoy signbicant eyent, and. without his
irth, Buddhsm  would. lkehy _por_be & philosopy pracliced
Ey, wdliony  of pecple worldwide . However, 1t cond be “’O“'d
ﬂmt Kathina 15 mere impor Yant, 4 7Wc«lma... goodﬁ.km«ﬁr
yowse\€ s vital in_ordec  fo  Meve. up in the cycle  of
Samsarn, and A .g!v-fj,m.nk.r,tobﬁ “‘“"3 § dhe mest meai.
paking_thing. o pesion._ Can__ do, then thats  what
showld e  done fo make swe that Posn (s well- rewarded
N thew  neat I-_(c..I'.‘ My . epinion, hewever, T . “).ht.. Wesak
O More ImEorlant, Without the birth of the PBuddha, the
philosophy wnldn't ewn be amwnd. In addifion t jhis, o
Nesak doy, Buddhist ty to do good degds ke donating
bloocl _or__fecd, which _angualely is bether than qiving monk
an‘mka‘vn L/?snk mere  ‘mporiand; ag  net ah'g X JMU
god deeds A pori ol (b, bwt yon get o celebrare  the

most _impordant gy of  Buddhim; the. Buddha,

L\ Conclwion, I %r—ﬁm" do. not. think  {had

Kathina is the mar imoortant  festiva)  for  Buddhicds, ang

((umumw\ on additional
Paqe )

|
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that _Qrsvsabla,ll s the leasy  mportant  feshival. The

pent  of  ged  beih KRarioivan. . Parinivvana day) .
M...‘wgwk.....o.\.‘thou\?\\ celelovading  difterent  gorrs, both

calebrate what  Buddhisn  caotves  aroand, which is the
Buddhe, Withew m, thwe wounld be no  Buddhism, or ot
least _pat_in_ he same  wom ue  know it  today.
That dsem’t  wmear that. . celebroting  Manks  ghouldn '+

ke _onpurient, ut t  delinately sk s imporkant
a5 caldoating ”\e&w'd‘m h-.ms:.l,f..]{_ 1t weren’t for
the . Buddiva, Buddhish. monks  won'd ol eaist, there -
for- b deein't  veuly puke  Serce fo . saw  that
O day cilebvating Wonk. S More . important  than a

¢ doy  cdiebratirs _the. Boddha.
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Example 2

(d) ‘Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.’

mmmmwmmmMmWMo«m
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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Example 3

(d) ‘Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.” <

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]

flathna. 1S aun LnfoRo &[66)1\/01—&)
C\lelexoroJ'Q for louldihdd  beausg
w\ \or.ngwm A0S v 0
bf:fgl&“ﬂ\&/ul OSSN <40
ol fwme WA
490& cm{ an Il ns z‘bweUQr
,moc.,t bubdndls e esak
bﬁél st 1M}40Hb.1f/:'- @ﬁ%%wm%
belQuAe ik (e(ebfateR
anl Ve oF o ouddlo. Which® s
etk 400 buNdsts  becautl e
Luddha 16 & V@@ impalfd e&m\
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Q2d MARKED ANSWER WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1 2d 15
(d) ‘Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.'
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]

For Theravada  Buddhisis, Kathina is._. A& __very imporfant ...

festival , celerated n  the  fowr  eeks  afler  monsoen
Season ._‘.'\._....O.clobu,/Nomioff-TL‘S {estival is tnperiant
becanse ik s & chance  for lay Buddhiskk jo  show
they appreication for . Monks. Dﬂﬂv\s flhs fefh.\ol. )49
M}\OSU..A..Mt.ﬂ....”..,!‘)l.&l_c.......AmoﬂN &R._._Mmeal in  the Mo.rmn:),. l
followed oy . vobes in  the afiemoon.Ths s very
wmportam a5 ¢ (5 believed ..il'\au.....?.!!.hj monk;  robes
(s, ont ef the Mot merit- making China.: A peson

can do, ond  thet it will Omwcdc 9°d  Kama .
Homvw, other  Buddhists, such as Mahaaw Buddhisis , would
disogree , andl . Say thot  Farinicvana day 1S a mere
‘mportant. day G Boddhisis, as it celebvates  the
actual  Buddha and  bim (eachins Pan‘nivwm,w\u.ch
whumaien to  Buddhisis  Sewd be More important  {han
glebrating  monks, Pcfsona|'3.1 think  tha PWi.m'mww\ day
3 a more  Important day than Kuthina , as  not  oniy
i3 Parinjovame, dey A day do  celebrate the death of
the Buddha, but  also a Jaﬂ fo  seflect on  family and
{riends whe have ake died Not onby thi, bt the philo-

n

ophy k5ol comwes  arouwnd . the Budak“ilneruwe-a&s"
day that e celebrades him showd, to  Buddhist, e  more
importamt  than a  day h  ceebrate monkr,
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Otter Thetuada Buadhins  may argae thax  Wesak s a
moreimpertant  Buddhist fehval, as it celebrates  he birih
& the  Buddha, This _da\, Is__important  Decawse the  Brih of
the Buddha wos o woy sgnbicant  event, and . without his
lairth, Buddhsm  womld. Lkehy per _be  a  philosopry pracliced
bj_ .w'lims_.of pecple w’dWﬂ¢-,H0w¢.vw.|& conld be “'\‘)“'4
that  Kathina is  mere impor Yant, as jwmm\).u 304?54 kama G-
yowsel€ 15 vita)l _in_order  fo  Mmeve. up in_the cycle of
Somsarn, and A .g!v-rj_,_ Monks  robes wahy i dhe  mast M.eni-‘
m“,":‘] .!th,A . Peson  (an  do, then thats  what
showld e  done fo make swe that pesn s well- rewarded
N ther  neat l-.(c..l!‘ My...2pinion, however, 1 : ﬂhht. Uqak
O moreimporiant, Uithont the birth of  the Buddha, the
philosophy wonldns ewn e amand. In addifion h_Ihi, e
Wesak day, Buddhist ty to do good degds like donating.
bloodd  or  feed, which orswb{) is etk than Jving. Men’y
robes, making Wesak  moe  imporsany; ag net only s duny
ot deeds 4 poctof it bwt yon get o celebrare  the
most _impocdant oy of  Buddhom; the Buddhe. .

In Conclwijon, I Akt do not think  fhad

Kathina is the mer importany  festival  for  Buddhists, and

((umnmod on additional
Paqe )
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that qromﬂ:),d‘ 15 the leas) imper tant  {eshival. The

pont  of  peb  beih Rerinivan. . Parinivvana da) .,
aned. Wcaok..,a.‘ﬂ\oum\'\ celelomding  different  ports, both

calebrate what  Buddhism  costves  aronnd, Which i the
Buddhe. Withew m, thwe would be ne Buddhism, or ot
least nat_in _ {he saraq Wow e know it  deday.
That duem’t wmeam  that _calebroting  Monks ghowldn +

ke _onpuriont, oat (t delinately isnt a5 imporkant
a5 caldomiing the  Guddha himsel§. Jf it weren’d for
the . Buddina, Buddhish . monks  won'd _rot _eaist, thee -
for- . deem't veully ruke JSerce 1o sy that
o day calcovating Wonw 5 More . important  than a

¢ dowy  clebyating _he, Buddha.

Initially, the answer considers whether Kathina or Parinirvana Day is the most important festival,
with reference to some of the differences within Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism. A
judgement is made after considering the importance of these two festivals. Wesak is considered
as an alternative for other Theravada Buddhists and is weighed up against Kathina, following a
clear line of argument. Religious and evaluative language is used extensively, accurately and
appropriately. Buddhist teachings and beliefs are used effectively to back up the points made.

Throughout the answer, the focus is kept on the statement. Band 4, 15 marks.

21



Example 2

(d) “Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)
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A good answer with some evidence of analysis Th
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Parinirvana Day might be important. Ther ome consideration of Wesak as an important
festival and an attempt to weigh up whi h f stiv I most important. There is some use of
religious language. Band 3, 8 marks.
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Example 3 2d 4

(d) ‘Kathina is the most important festival for Buddhists.’ -

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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Alternative viewpoints are given with the information on Wesak being relevant. A simplistic judgement
is reached at the end of the answer. There is some use of religious language. Band 2, 4 marks.
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QUESTION 2c AND MARK SCHEME

c) Exp

Indicat

lain why some Buddhists use mantras and mandalas during puja. [AO1 8]

ive content here:

Mantras evoke spiritual well-being and elevate levels of consciousness.

Mantras can be seen as helping the person to find it easier to reach enlightenment.

Mantras might help a person realise that they are not worshipping a god but are cultivating
mindfulness.

An example of a mantra might be ‘om mane padme hum’ which is associated with the bodhisattva
of compassion so the follower can identify with the qualities of the bodhisattva.

Mandalas are symbolic representations of the universe and their patterns can be visualised as a
palace where buddhas and bodhisattvas live.

Some people believe that mandalas possess the power to influence someone who uses it as a
focus of worship.

Mandalas are used in meditation in order to help someone become enlightened.

Mandalas are brushed away when they are finished as an aid to mindfulness about the
impermanence of life (anicca) and not being attached (tanha).

AO1 Marking Bands

Band

Mark

Band Descriptor
P Total

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom
and authority accurately and appropriately.

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea,
belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority with some accuracy.

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

1-2
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.

No relevant information provided. 0
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Q2c UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1

(c) Explain why some Buddhists use mantras and mandalas during puja. (8]
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Example 3

(9] Explam why some Buddhists use mantras and mandalas during puja. (8]
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Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1 2c:7

(c) Explain why some Buddhists use mantras and mandalas during puja. (8]
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A balanced answer which is highly detailed and shows understanding of both mantras and mandalas.

Religious language is used appropriately with references to anicca, inner sense of peace, reflect and
dharma. Band 4, 7 marks.
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Example 2 2c:5

(c) Explain why some Buddhists use mantras and mandalas during puja. (8]

A good answer which shows awareness of mantras and mandalas, with the section on mandalas being
stronger. The explanation of mandalas includes reference to anicca and seeing the true nature of things.
The answer also shows awareness that not all Buddhists perform puja in the same way. Religious
language and sources of authority are used appropriately. Band 3, 5 marks.
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Example 3 2c:1

{c) Explain why some Buddhists use mantras and mandalas during puja. (8]
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A general answer which shows little awareness of mantras and mandalas. The answer received 1
mark for the first sentence. Band 1, 1 mark.
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QUESTION 2d AND MARK SCHEME

(d) ‘For Buddhists, not harming any living being is the most important of the Five Precepts.’
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You
must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [AO2 15]

Indicative content here:

* Not harming any living being (ahimsa) is the first Precept so it must be seen as the most important.

* Not harming any living being has implications for all aspects of a Buddhist’s life e.g. what they eat, their
lifestyle and how they treat other people.

* In developing ahimsa, Buddhists aim to cause the least and create the most happiness which must
make it the most important of the Precepts.

» The second Precept (not to take what has not been given) must be important as it builds on the
Buddha’s teachings of tanha (craving) and dukkha (suffering) in the Four Noble Truths and encourages
Buddhists to develop generosity (dana).

* The third Precept (not to misuse the senses) could be considered very important for monastics as they
take a vow of chastity in order to make spiritual progress but might also encourage lay Buddhists to be
aware of how indulging their own senses might be harming others.

* The fourth Precept (to abstain from wrong speech) is important as it links very closely to the Buddha'’s
teachings in the Noble Eightfold Path (Right Speech); words can be harmful so, by using the right
speech, Buddhists are also developing ahimsa.

* The fifth Precept (to abstain from substances that cloud the mind) is important as Buddhism is about
being in control; if someone is control, they are less likely to harm other living beings.

» Reference could be made to topical issues to exemplify the relative importance of various Precepts.

Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include:
“Not to do evil, to cultivate good, to purify one’s mind — this is the teaching of the Buddhas.” Dhammapada 183

AO2 Marking Bands

Mark

Band Band Descriptor Total

An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of

4 different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 12-15
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority
extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.

3 Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative
viewpoints are considered. 8-11
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority
accurately, appropriately and in detail.

A satisfactory analysis and evaluation based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious
teaching, and moral reasoning.

Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints considered. 4-7
2 Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority generally accurately.

A weak analysis and evaluation, based on a limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion,
religious teaching and moral reasoning.

A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or 1-3
different viewpoints.

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority.

0 No relevant point of view stated. 0

34



Q2d UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1

(d) ‘For Buddhists, not harming any living being is the most important of the Five Precepts.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer) [15]
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Example 2

(d) ‘For Buddhists, not harming any living being is the most important of the Five Precepts.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must rto relig-ortand belief in you: answer.) [15]
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Example 3

5 s S 5 b2 b0
(d) ‘*For Buddhists, not harming any living being lsthemostimportant onhle Five Precepts.'
L ¢ Siealng

Discuss this statement showing that you have considemd more than one poinl of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief | E{r\xr answer.) [(15)
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Q2d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1 2d: 14

(d) ‘For Buddhists, not harming any living being is the most important of the Five Precepts.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer) [15]
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An excellent, highly detailed analysis. The initial analysis and evaluation of the First Precept is mature and well-
written, showing a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of many aspects of the course. Consideration
is given to the value of the other Precepts, with judgements being made. Religious language is used extensively
and appropriately, showing understanding of many concepts. The Five Precepts are used as sources of
authority, along with references to karuna, metta, dependent origination. In this answer reference to “Thou
shalt kill” is acceptable as it is used to show that the First Precept is more than this. Band 4, 14 marks.
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2d: 9
Example 2

(d) ‘For Buddhists, not harming any living being is the most important of the Five Precepts.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
‘ (You must rto nalig-ovtand belief in your answer.) [15])
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A very good answer which shows a thorough knowledge of the Five Precepts. There is engagement with the
statement from the start, with the value of different precepts considered throughout the answer. Evaluative

language is well used to develop the argument. Religious language is used appropriately; reference to the
Five Precepts acceptable as a source of authority. Band 3, 9 marks.
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Example 3 2d: 4

5 Cus€ S 5 inboa 2 00
(d) ‘For Buddhists, not harming any living being is the most important of the Five Precepts.'

Sfeaths o glealng
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one poanl of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief |n l:t:ur answer.) [15]
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A satisfactory answer which starts with a judgement. Some different viewpoints are considered which
are based on some accurate, general knowledge. The answer would benefit from using more specific

knowledge to address the statement. Religious language is used but is limited to ‘karma’ and ‘nirvana’.
Band 2, 4 marks.
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