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UNIT 1C HINDUISM - ITEM LEVEL DATA

All Candidates' performance across questions

Max Attempt
Question Title N Mean S D Mark FF %
1a 1094 68.3 91.9
---_\-_
1c 1172 4.7
---_\-_
SPag 1163 4.3
---_\-_
2b 1109
---_\-_
2d
---_\-_
3b 1123
---_\-_
3d 1087
---_\-_
4b 1008
---_\-_
4d 1121

GCSE Religious Studies Unit 1C HINDUISM (03)

Question
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QUESTION 2c AND MARK SCHEME

c) Explain the main features of the upanaya (sacred thread) ceremony. [8]

Refer to the marking bands for question (c).

Indicative content here:

Most important childhood ceremony.

Open to boys of the three higher castes.

Takes place at either 9, 11 or 12.

The guru and child will sit around the sacred fire.

Chanting and hymns will be sung.

Hair will be shaved.

Boy will receive the sacred thread which is placed over his left shoulderand under his right
arm.

Boy will repeat mantras whilst receiving the sacred thread.

The thread will be worn for the remainder of his life.

The thread has three coloured strands and is tied within a knot known as Brahma Granthi
representing a spiritual knot.

It reminds the boy of his three duties:

o To God, for everything that maintains him through life.

o To his parents for giving him life and teaching him about Hinduism.

o To his Guru for giving him knowledge and wisdom.

AO1 Marking Bands

[AO1 8]

Band Band Descriptor

Mark
Total

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

. - ) 5-6
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom

and authority accurately and appropriately.

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea,
belief, practice, teaching or concept.

. - . 3-4
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and

authority with some accuracy.

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 1-2

authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.

No relevant information provided. 0




Q2c UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
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Example 2

(c) Explain the main features of the upanaya (sacred thread) ceremony. (8]
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Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1

2c 8
(c) Explain the main features of the upanaya (sacred thread) ceremony. (8]
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Highly detailed answer throughout focusing on explanation. Excellent range of religious language,
sources of wisdom and authority. Candidate develops the explanation in every point made and
progresses through the answer, ensuring there is a range of points that are relevant to the
question asked. The answer is focused and accurate throughout.



Example 2

—

(c) Explain the main features of the upanaya (sacred thread) ceremony. 8]

The candidate has successfully described the sacred thread ceremony but there is a lack of
explanation. There is some specialist language used but again greater use could be made of
religious specific language and clearer explanation of how and why the different steps take
place. To gain band 3 the candidate would need to strengthen the explanation.

2c4
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Example 3

(c) Explain the main features of the upanaya (sacred thread) ceremony. (8]
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The candidate has shown little knowledge of what the upanayana ceremony is. The one
comment around a thread being put on the child is credit worthy but only to a band 1
standard.

2c1
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QUESTION 2d AND MARK SCHEME

(d) ‘Puja is the most important practice in Hinduism.’
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of
view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]

Indicative content here: [AO2]

Puja is a daily practice that is open to all and can be performed anywhere.

It is completed by all and is a natural part of their lives.

Candidates could argue that puja in the mandir is more important than puja in the home.
Puja helps to worship the divine.

Puja can be spiritually fulfilling.

Most Hindus believe that you must complete puja daily.

It helps develop a personal relationship with the deity.

All Hindus are equal when completing Puja.

Puja is an important part of Dharma.

It ensures the presence of the deity in the home and the temple.

Puja is only one aspect of the religion.

Candidates could refer to the importance of rites of passage and/or pilgrimage.
Candidates could refer to other practices within Hinduism that are as important or more important
than Puja.

AO2 MARKING BANDS

. Mark
Band Band Descriptor
Total
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive
and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
. . . . . 12-15
authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.
A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or
alternative viewpoints are considered.
. - - . 8-11
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.
A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of
religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are
considered. 4-7
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom
and authority with some accuracy.
A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge
of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning.
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different
and/or alternative viewpoints.
L - . 1-3
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority.
No relevant point of view stated. 0




Q2d UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
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Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more thmone%oﬂolm
(You must refer to religion and balief in your answer ) [15]
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Example 2

(d) ‘Pujais the most important practice in Hinduism.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and balief in your answer.) [15)
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Example 3
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Q2d MARKED ANSWER WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1

ClONphe 5y

(d) ‘Puja is the most important practice in Hinduism." ¢, (gqramine Ny
M ymses MG SR
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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The candidate shows evaluative skills from the start and shows an understanding of the term
puja. The candidate has also considered the whole of the statement within their answer. There
is accurate knowledge of Hinduism and its teachings, this can be seen from the references to
different Hindu practices such as puja, pilgrimage and following ahimsa. Judgments are made
throughout, and the candidate considers the strengths of the arguments put forward. The
candidate lapses into explain concepts within the evaluation and this hampers the standard
of evaluation in places and prevents the candidate from including a wider range of evaluation
lines of argument, which results in the work sitting best within band 3.

Jucer
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Example 2

(d) 'Puja is the most important practice in Hinduism. 2d7
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
f’.am A msc Uu. maﬁ(?

yrw MJB';E J:ﬁ‘“‘@g‘:a:’w
. Ilm-?w%v wherl:  Mutis  orl .
B L P . MW“LMMW‘?Z

ot ohle. b o W ane.....
w(‘) Ww w(j;;tba::ﬁ.’.

W W’WL (‘vfhdﬁ ‘:':]'::— Che.  mesl oj ?‘W‘,

Mo S o 77 Y WWWMW
owd... e... mmmqms«»&dw

mewm/jwrmmo%

o ““‘”"iz;aw

19



Fvw Other  Nindes  Cowd /}'wt Mws:w. e DR
vhithh  in. Mg | ok Ojnm wltents Labe(ﬁdr

M%Wm%nmwwauq—c

The candidate has successfully presented lines of argument within the answer and is aware of
the whole statement. There are many relevant points, but they lack evaluative development and
on occasions become explanations of what puja is. There is also an aspect that does not directly
link to the answer where the candidate talks about moksha as a practice. There is an attempt to
make judgements within the conclusion but again this lacks development. In order for the work
to achieve a higher band it would need to make greater use of evaluative language and for clear
judgements that support the differing views on the subject under discussion.
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Example 3

(d) ‘Puja is the most important practice in Hinduism.' 2d 10

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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The candidate shows good evaluative skills from the start and evaluates the answer successfully
from a Hindu viewpoint. There is accurate knowledge of Hinduism and its teachings and practices
but both lack development and a range of arguments which affects the band that the work sits
within. Judgments are made within the answer which could be developed further by evaluating
the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments put forward. As a consequence, the work sits
best within band 3.
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UNIT 2C HINDUISM




UNIT 2c HINDUISM - ITEM LEVEL DATA

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title

Max Attempt
N Mean SD Mark FF %

1a

1c

SPaG

2b

2d

3b

3d

4b

4d

714 1.5 0.8 2 72.8 88.7
o as 12 s ma wmss |
783 4.8 1.7 8 59.5 97.3
Coe s 33 s s w3
771 4.6 1.7 6 76.1 95.8
o213 s 2 ee2 w2
731 2.3 1.4 5 45.6 90.8
B A
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S 765 18 s 2 me %
760 2.8 1.2 5 56.4 94.4
o as w7 s sm2 wma
710 7 3 15 46.7 88.2
73 e w7 2 me w3
685 21 1.4 5 42.4 85.1
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Question

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT2C HINDUISM
(03)

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Facility Factor %
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QUESTION 2c AND MARK SCHEME

c) Explain Hindu beliefs about karma.

Indicative content here: [AO1)

The law of cause and effect.

Positive and negative karma.

The effect of karma can be felt in this life, the next life or in many future lives.
The effect of karma on different types of reincarnation.

The link to samsara as noted in The Bhagavad Gita 2:13,15,22.

Established in the Vedic religion.

All living things are affected by karma.

It is used in Hinduism to explain the problem of evil.

Suffering cannot be blamed on karma.

AO1 Marking Bands

[8]

Band

Band Descriptor

Mark
Total

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

7-8

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom
and authority accurately and appropriately.

5-6

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea,
belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority with some accuracy.

3-4

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief,
practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.

1-2

No relevant information provided.

25



Q2c UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1

() Explain Hindu beliefs about karma. (8]
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Example 2

48

() Explain Hindu beliefs about karma. 8]
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Example 3

(c) Explain Hindu beliefs about karma. (8]
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Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1
2c: 6

(€) Explain Hindu beliefs about karma. @’
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A detailed answer throughout focusing on explanation. There is a very good range of religious language,
sources of wisdom and authority. The candidate develops the explanation in every point made and
progresses through the answer, ensuring there is a range of points that are relevant to the question
asked. To achieve band 4 the candidate would need to add additional points of explanation which
enable greater detail within the answer.

29



Example 2 2c:6

E
(c) Explain Hindu beliefs about karma. 8]
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A detailed answer throughout focusing on explanation. A very good range of religious language,
sources of wisdom and authority. Candidate develops the explanation in every point made and
progresses through the answer, ensuring there is a range of points that are relevant to the question
asked. Further insight is needed into the religious ideas within the explanations in order to achieve a

band 4.
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Example 3

_ ——— 2c:4
(c) Explain Hindu beliefs about karma. (8]

Peopie wra o e e higer cost weud howt o mere beher life ..
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The candidate has successfully explained karma. The response is at a satisfactory level as it lacks a
range of different beliefs about karma and how it is understood by Hindus. There is use of religious
language but again this would need to be developed further to consider more sources of wisdom

to achieve higher marks within the band. To move into a higher band there is a need for greater
detail and depth of explanation.
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QUESTION 2d AND MARK SCHEME

(d) ‘The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society’.
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You

must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
Indicative content here: [AO2]
e Law states that they should not be treated differently.
e Traditions and duties are very important in Hinduism.
e Some rites of passage are varna restricted.
e Human rights prevent different treatment.
e |t gives people a structure and goal in their lives.
e |t ensures that there are individuals that can fill all jobs needed in a society.
e Individuals are in the situation due to karma.
e They are restricted by employment availability.
e They are tied to certain jobs in light of their varna.
e Difference in views between city and village life.
e Lower varnas don’t have the same opportunities.
e  Greater problem with treatment of the lower varnas.
e Many join other religions or no religion to improve their status and financial wealth.
e There are cases where workplace bullying, education and access to medical care is restricted even in Britain.
e Hindus marrying outside their varna face discrimination.
AO2 Marking Bands
Mark
Band Band Descriptor
P Total
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive
and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of
4 different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and
authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 12-15
Avery good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.
3 Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or
alternative viewpoints are considered.
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 8-11
authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.
A satisfactory analysis and evaluation based on some accurate knowledge of religion,
religious teaching, and moral reasoning.
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints
2 considered.
4-7
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority generally accurately.
A weak analysis and evaluation, based on a limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion,
religious teaching and moral reasoning.
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or
different viewpoints.
1 L - . 1-3
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority.
0 No relevant point of view stated. 0
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Q2d UNMARKED ANSWERS

Example 1
(d) 'The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)

Mooy Wadiy  wonld ogree Wt ba
Skokemonk \ecamse Bae  Cavke system cnel

hughep  errg - T i o Sknang ecguesment ay
ik shows dnak Ggou . ace (A Haak cadte for
Q. reeSon  Brondfore ko  gueston PRYIVO X
by - guenstiening . Brahmon wio. O e
RSN ol i e
Weouse Wae  caske S&s%eﬂ Crea kR o chvwacke

wA. - socurky , CONCigue'y  plauqg 8ne \owes
caste) such as the Swudms o Dalily ot o

Alsadvantase to thak of dre Grohmins ,
Thd s a Shreng Srguensent as b showos blar.
Oste  Systeas u dscrmarsny ond predyudice
anrd A et secusky O Mfo;(

Howemar, Saara. Mandlan  Loowid agrez wita e
Stakeront Ay  Saore U 4@&&%%&0\4
cadke 'SUQW"EM;WG vt foce . Tty

dam Shown by ko Bl Lok 0f yordoa
3::.:) Job 15 bl calke  (ou ore Aigneel  adk
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Example 2

(d) ‘The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)
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Example 3

(d) 'The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society.’

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]

L The . dee Sysfem s au to do with _Kama.
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Q2d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Example 1

(d) ‘The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society.’ 2d: 12

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15])

Skakemonk Lecourse Bae  Cadke system cned
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Socause Une  cadke Systemt CreakR o diche......
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The candidate shows excellent evaluative skills from the start and shows an understanding of the
question. The candidate has also considered the whole of the statement within their answer. There is
accurate knowledge of Hinduism and its teachings as well as consideration for sources of wisdom.
Appropriate use is also made of appropriate and relevant quotations. Judgments are made throughout.
Consideration is given for the whole of the statement within the answer. In order to achieve higher marks

in band 4 the candidate would need to further develop the judgements to fully consider the strengths and
weaknesses of the lines of argument set out in the answer.
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Example 2

(d) ‘The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society.’ 2d: 8

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15)
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The candidate shows good evaluative skills from the start and shows an understanding of the question.
There is accurate knowledge of Hinduism and its teachings, but this needs greater development and depth
of understanding to achieve higher within the band. Appropriate use is also made of appropriate and
relevant quotations. Judgments are made but greater depth of explanation of the judgements and
consideration of the strengths of the lines of argument would be beneficial to gain a higher marks within

the band.
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Example 3

(d) 'The Varna (caste) system creates a fair society.’ 2d: 2
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]

...... The. . e sadtm s ol to. da wih. KaeA..

i RN o O S e s i

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

The candidate has shown knowledge of what varna is but then goes on to explain how karma
contributes to future varna; making the first paragraph irrelevant and not credit worthy. When
considering the second paragraph there is some attempt to justify why the varna system is fair. As a
result, this is credit worthy but to low band 1, as it is a single sentence that happens to be relevant.
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