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All Candidates' performance across questions 
 

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt % 

1a 5633 1.4 0.8 2 70.8 87.5 

1b 4925 1.6 1.5 5 31.7 76.5 

1c 6302 5 2.2 8 62.7 97.9 

1d 6127 7.1 4 15 47.4 95.2 

SPaG 6189 4.3 1.8 6 71.6 96.1 

2a 5698 1.6 0.7 2 81.1 88.5 

2b 6109 2.9 1.3 5 58.2 94.9 

2c 6042 4.2 2.3 8 52.4 93.8 

2d 5830 5.9 3.3 15 39.5 90.6 

3a 5672 1.4 0.8 2 68.1 88.1 

3b 5961 2.4 1.3 5 47.3 92.6 

3c 5735 4.1 2.2 8 51 89.1 

3d 5771 6.9 3.6 15 45.7 89.6 

4a 6142 1.7 0.5 2 85.5 95.4 

4b 5421 2.2 1.4 5 43.2 84.2 

4c 5699 3.9 2.1 8 49.2 88.5 

4d 5972 7.5 3.8 15 49.7 92.8 
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c) Explain Muslim beliefs about Allah. [AO1 8]  
 

Indicative content here:  
• Allah is one God. This is the central belief of Islam and is expressed in the concept of Tawhid, 

the oneness of God.  

• The Shahadah states there is only God.  

• Allah has many qualities; these include immanence, transcendence, omnipotence, 
beneficence, merciful.  

• Immanence means Allah is close to us and everywhere.  

• Transcendent means Allah is beyond all things and not limited in any way.  

• Beneficent means Allah is kind.  

• Merciful means Allah will be fair and merciful.  

• Allah is the final judge on the Day of Judgement.  

• Allah has ninety-nine names.  

• Allah is the creator of all things.  

• Allah is all-powerful.  

• Allah is eternal with no beginning and no end.  
 

Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include:  
Surah 3:18  
Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the angels and those of knowledge - 
[that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might, the 
Wise.  
Surah 46:33  

Do they not see that Allah, who created the heavens and earth and did not fail in their creation, is able to give 
life to the dead? Yes. Indeed, He is over all things competent. 
 

AO1 Marking Bands 
 

Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 

 

 
4 

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and insight 
into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 

 

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 
authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
7-8 

 
 

3 

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. 

 

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and 
authority accurately and appropriately. 

 
 

5-6 

 

 
2 

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 

 

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority 
with some accuracy. 

 

 
3-4 

 

 
1 

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 

 

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority 
in a limited way and with little accuracy. 

 

 
1-2 

0 No relevant information provided. 0 

QUESTION 2c AND MARK SCHEME 
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Example 1 

  

Q2c UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 
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Example 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

The candidate has given an excellent and highly detailed explanation which shows insight into beliefs 
about Allah; they have included a variety of relevant ideas with appropriate examples that shows 
effective knowledge and understanding and allows them to demonstrate Band 4. A range of religious 
specialist language is used which includes the correct understanding of terms such as transcendent, 
omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. Band 4, 8 marks 

2c 8 
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Example 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This candidate has written a very short response to this question, but it contains a range of ideas; 

belief in One God, Allah not having a physical form and reference explicitly to the nature of Allah. 

This response is more than ‘limited’ and so is awarded Band 2, 3 marks as it offers a satisfactory 

explanation but needs development and further explanation to be awarded higher. There is 

some use of religious language in the response. Band 2, 3 marks 

 
 
 

2c 3 
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d) ‘It is difficult for Muslims to fast in Britain.’  
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer 
to religion and belief in your answer.)                                                                                                  [AO2 15]  

 

Indicative content here:  
• Fasting is not difficult because Sawm is the fourth pillar of faith.  

• It may be difficult in Britain because non-Muslims may not understand the religious nature of fasting and 
it may be confused with dieting.  

• Fasting in a Muslim country may be less difficult because many Muslims will be taking part; in Britain 
Islam is a minority religion.  

• Fasting may have a detrimental effect on students in school studying for examinations when Ramadan 
occurs in the summer months.  

• Fasting may be difficult for school children in schools in particular lessons such home economics and 
physical education lessons or during lunch breaks.  

• It is not difficult because it a duty for all Muslims to fast, as it is commanded in the Qur’an and follows the 
example of the Prophet Muhammad.  

• Fasting is not difficult during the month of Ramadan because it is an important expression of the ummah 
as many Muslims throughout the world are unified in this practical expression of faith.  

• Fasting is not difficult because it allows all Muslims to identify with the struggles of the poor and hungry 
and is an important way of teaching self-sacrifice and appreciating the mercy and blessings of Allah.  

• Because of the religious pluralism in Britain many people will try to help Muslims who are fasting in 
practical ways.  

• Some Muslims no longer practice this pillar.  

• It is not difficult for Muslims to fast because it is an annual practice which brings important benefits in 
terms of self-discipline and spiritual reflection and spiritual development.  

 

Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: Surah 2: 183 - O you who have believed, decreed upon you 
is fasting as it was decreed upon those before you that you may become righteous – 
 
 

AO2 MARKING BANDS 
 

Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 

 
 

4 

An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority 
extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 

12-15 

 
 

3 

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority 
accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 

8-11 

 
 

2 

A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered. 

 

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority with some accuracy. 

 
 

    4-7 

 
 

1 

A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of 
religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning. 

 

A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different and/or 
alternative viewpoints. 

 

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority. 

 
 
     1-3 

0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 

QUESTION 2d AND MARK SCHEME 



12 
 

 
 

Example 1 

 

Q2d UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 
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Example 3 
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Example 1 

Q2d MARKED ANSWER WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

 
2d 15 



17 
 

The candidate has successfully given an excellent and highly detailed evaluation of the issue and shown 
excellent understanding of the topic of fasting (Sawm) in Islam. Both sides of the argument – agreeing 
and disagreeing with the statement – are considered and there are well supported judgements made 
throughout about the arguments included. The candidate makes explicit use of specialist language and 
their knowledge around the statement given is extensive. Band 4, 15 marks 
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Example 2 
 

 
 
 

2d 7 

The candidate offers a satisfactory response to the given statement about fasting, showing 
awareness of why some Muslims would agree whilst others may disagree. Reference to the 
humanist view is not a requirement of this question and is therefore ignored. The candidate shows 
some accurate religious knowledge through inclusion of their arguments although some of their 
judgements are basic and require further development. Band 2, 7 marks. 
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Example 3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The candidate has offered a satisfactory response to the statement given; they have focused on 

offering their own opinion although shown consideration of both sides of the argument. There is 

the inclusion of some accurate knowledge and inclusion of relevant examples, but judgements are 

basic and not developed. Band 2, 5 marks 

2d 5 
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All Candidates' performance across questions 
 

  
 

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt % 

1a 3782 1.4 0.7 2 71.6 90.2 

1b 4064 2.8 1.3 5 56.6 96.9 

1c 4120 4.9 1.9 8 61.3 98.3 

1d 4004 7.8 3.7 15 51.9 95.5 

SPaG 4028 4.7 1.5 6 78.5 96.1 

2a 3517 1.2 0.9 2 61 83.9 

2b 3675 2.4 1.5 5 48.6 87.7 

2c 3097 3 2.5 8 37.3 73.9 

2d 3846 7.7 4 15 51 91.7 

3a 4032 1.6 0.6 2 82.2 96.2 

3b 4024 3 1.2 5 60.2 96 

3c 3902 4.7 1.9 8 58.7 93.1 

3d 3822 7 3.2 15 46.5 91.2 

4a 3927 1.7 0.6 2 84.4 93.7 

4b 3634 2.5 1.4 5 49.3 86.7 

4c 3592 4 1.9 8 50.5 85.7 

4d 3551 7 3.6 15 46.5 84.7 

 
 

 

 

 

71.6
56.6

61.3
51.9

78.5
61

48.6
37.3

51
82.2

60.2
58.7

46.5
84.4

49.3
50.5

46.5

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1a
1b
1c
1d

SPaG
2a
2b
2c
2d
3a
3b
3c
3d
4a
4b
4c
4d

Facility Factor %

Q
u

es
ti

o
n

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT2B ISLAM (02)

UNIT 2B ISLAM - ITEM LEVEL DATA 

 
 



22 
 

 

  

PART A Q2 C & D 



23 
 

 
c) Explain Muslim beliefs about Al-Qadr (predestination).                                                        [AO1 8]  
 
Indicative content here:  

• Al-Qadr is the Muslim term for predestination; this means the belief that Allah has set out or 

predestined the destiny of all things.  

• This means that Allah has foreknowledge of all things and that there is a divine plan for all human 

beings.  

• All that happens is part of Allah’s design.  

• Allah is the creator of all things and all of his creation remains under his control.  

• The belief that all which happens as part of Allah’s plan is expressed in the phrase ‘insha’ Allah’ and 

this is a Muslim expression of submission to the will of Allah.  

• Muslims believe that everyone has free will to choose right and wrong actions and that human 

beings are not robots with choices.  

• Free will is not a contradiction of the belief in Al-Qadr; human beings have the free will to make 

choices it is just that Allah knows what will happen in advance.  

• Human beings cannot understand the design and plans of Allah.  
 

 

AO1 Marking Bands 
 
 

Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 

 

 
4 

An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and 
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 

 

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 
and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
7–8 

 

 
3 

A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 

 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom 
and authority accurately and appropriately. 

 

 
5–6 

 

 
2 

A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept. 

 

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority with some accuracy. 

 

 
3–4 

 

 
1 

A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 

 

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy. 

 

 
1–2 

0 No relevant information provided. 0 

 
 
 
 
 

QUESTION 2c AND MARK SCHEME 
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Example 1 

 

Q2c UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 

 
 

Example 3    
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Example 1 

Q2c MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

The candidate has offered an excellent and highly detailed explanation showing awareness of 
understanding of the Islamic concept of Al-Qadr. There is good use of a range of religious language 
and appropriate references to sources of wisdom and authority. The end of the answer could be 
developed to link back to the focus of the question, about Al-Qadr. Band 4, 7 marks 

2c: 7 



27 
 

Example 2 

 
 
Example 3    
 
 

 
 
 

The candidate unfortunately doesn’t seem to understand the concept of Al-Qadr and there is nothing 

relevant in the answer.  The response is uncreditworthy, so 0 marks are awarded. Band 0, 0 marks. 

The candidate has offered a response that is focused on Muslim beliefs about life after death but there 

is no relevant information in the answer that specifically links to the Islamic concept of Al-Qadr. The 

answer has therefore been awarded 0 marks. Band 0, 0 marks 

2c: 0 

2c: 0 
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N 2(d) ‘‘Muhammad is the most important prophet.’                                                                 [AO2 15]  

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You 
must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  
 

Indicative content here:  
• Muhammad is the only prophet named in the Shahadah.  

• Muhammad is the seal of the prophets and received the final revelation of the Qur’an from Allah.  

• Muhammad was the only prophet to receive revelations for twenty-three years until his death in 
632 CE.  

• The Prophet Muhammad is the single most important role model for Muslims because of the way 
he lived his life, as a perfect human being.  

• The hadith and sunnah are an important source of authority and guidance for Muslims on how 
to best live their lives.  

• It is impossible to say which prophet is the most important as they are all messengers from Allah, 
each with an important message.  

• Adam is the most important prophet because he was the first man on earth and the first prophet.  

• Adam built the Ka’bah in Mecca and was given the role of looking after the earth as God’s khalifah 
on earth.  

• Ibrahim is the most prophet because he is regarded as being a hanif, with the inner knowledge 
of monotheism.  

• The Prophet Ibrahim also rebuilt the Ka’bah after it was destroyed in the Flood.  

• The Prophet Ibrahim was tested by God.  

• Isa is the most important prophet because he was the successor of Moses and received the Injil 
and was able to perform miracles.  

 

 

AO2 Marking Bands 
 

Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 

 
 
 

4 

An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority 
extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 
 

12–15 

 
 

3 

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 

 

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority 
accurately, appropriately and in detail. 

 
 
 

8–11 

 
 
 

2 

A satisfactory analysis and evaluation based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching, and moral reasoning. 

 

Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints considered. 
 

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority generally accurately. 

 
 

4–7 

 

 
1 

A weak analysis and evaluation, based on a limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching and moral reasoning. 

 

A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or 
different viewpoints. 

 

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority. 

 
 

1–3 

0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 

QUESTION 2d AND MARK SCHEME 
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Example 1 

Q2d UNMARKED ANSWERS 
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Example 2 
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Example 3    
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Example 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q2d MARKED ANSWERS WITH ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

 
2d: 13 
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The candidate has offered an excellent and highly detailed analysis of the issues surrounding 
Prophethood in Islam. They use accurate knowledge about Islamic views about Prophets to offer 
judgements that are well supported and give a balance of viewpoints. Band 4, 13 marks 
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Example 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2d: 6 
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The candidate has given a satisfactory analysis of arguments through stating a range of points that agree or 

disagree with the statement. Many of the responses lack development or consideration of judgements being 

linked. More use of evaluative language and support of reasoning would allow this answer to move up 

through the band descriptors. Band 2, 6 marks 



38 
 

Example 3    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The candidate has given a weak analysis of the statement, choosing to only offer one viewpoint in 

agreement with the statement. Some basic information used to support the view is included and there is 

no attempt to develop the viewpoint further or offer any alternative judgements. Band 1, 2 marks 

2d: 2 


