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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Straightforward connection



A01 Some understanding of main features with some reference to relevant 
aspects of the text.

A02 Makes simple comments on particular features.

A03 Makes Straightforward connections between the two poems, selecting 
obvious features of comparison. 

Mark 6



Simple comments





















Compares and 
makes some evaluation of subject.







More detailed reference to both poems.







Considers how different aspects of style and structure create effects.







A01 Makes more detailed reference to both poems and begins to probe subtext.

A02 Sees how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects.

A03 Compares and makes some evaluation of the subject of both poems and the different ways writers achieve effects. 

Mark 10

































Gets straight to the subtext with confidence



Secure grasp of ideas, thoughtful interpretation











18 marks
AO1  Explores ideas, relationships and subtext with some confidence, supports with detailed references
AO2 Some focus on how meanings are created by language
AO3  Consistently compares substantial ideas and relationships and some comparison of how ideas are conveyed
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UNIT 1 HIGHER TIER MARKING SCHEME 
 


SECTION A 
 
Of Mice and Men 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 
How does John Steinbeck create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the 
extract in your answer.  [10] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark 


Brief response with simple 
comments about the content 
of the extract, or simple 
identification of the scene in 
the novel.  


wjec.sharepoint.com/sites/OnlineConferences/3720-
EnglishLiterature- 


January2023  
2-4 marks 


Answers will be dependent 
on paraphrase to a certain 
extent. Some awareness of 
Candy’s increasing distress 
in the scene may be shown, 
though not always supported 
with apt detail from the 
extract. 


5-7 marks 


More detailed reference to 
the details in the extract 
which create the sense of 
overwhelming despair and 
tension experienced by 
Candy and the reactions of 
others to the scene. For 6-7, 
answers will be typified by a 
more thorough discussion of 
how the mood is created. 


8-10 marks 


Candidates will confidently 
explore the drama of the 
scene and how Steinbeck 
achieves this through the 
incongruousness of Candy’s 
bitterness. There may be 
some tracking of the 
breakdown of Candy’s 
speech patterns to show his 
despair. The way the scene 
evokes the impending 
danger through details such 
as the silence of the other 
men as they approach may 
be addressed with close 
reference to the text. 


0 1 
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Detailed reference to the 
writer’s use of language to 
create an edgy, tense mood 
at the end of the extract will 
be made. Some insight into 
the way the ‘spell was 
broken’ may also be shown 
with some focus on style. 
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‘Curley’s wife is just a foolish girl who makes foolish choices.’ To what extent do you 
agree with this statement? Remember to support your answer with reference to the 
novel and to comment on its social, historical and cultural context. [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


 
Please remember that, in this question, as with all such open questions, comment is 
free, and be flexible in judging what is offered, using the marking guidelines. 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks 
Simple awareness of some aspects of the character, such as 
Curley’s wife’s relationship with her husband and some more 
obvious features of her story. 


5-9 marks 
Answers will be dependent on narrative, with some discussion of 
the effect of contextual factors, such as Curley’s wife’s’ low 
status as a woman on the ranch and some relevant relationships 
and events involving her. 


10-14 marks 


Answers may still be narrative driven but will show more relevant 
selection of events to show an understanding of the character 
and how contextual factors impact on her life in a way which 
shows some understanding of the writer’s intentions in using the 
character. Curley’s wife may be described by using events or 
conversations which reveal her vulnerability, such as her 
loneliness and isolation and what this shows us about American 
society. There will be increasingly thorough understanding of 
how the social, cultural and historical context of USA in the 
1930s affects Curley’s wife’s relationships, lifestyle and 
ambitions, perhaps with some understanding of the prevailing 
sexism which undermines her aspirations. For 13-14, answers 
will be more thorough, with consistent discussion of important 
features of her character with sound links made with contextual 
factors. 


15-20 marks 


Answers will be cogent and astute, with assured use of relevant 
detail. There will be a confident exploration of the character and 
her relationships and the writer’s use of Curley’s wife to criticise 
society’s sexism and social inequality at the time. Details of 
salient events and phases in the character’s presentation will be 
given and the ways in which context impacts on it. An evaluative 
approach is expected for 18-20, with a confident exploration and 
interpretation of characterisation and how Steinbeck uses it to 
shed light on his society. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
  


0 2 
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Ideas about freedom are important in Of Mice and Men. How are these ideas 
presented in the novel? Remember to support your answer with reference to the 
novel and to comment on its social, historical and cultural context. [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Simple, general narrative, showing a basic awareness of some 
of the characters and events in the novel. 


5-9 marks 


Answers will be general and narrative with some focus on the 
characters, relationships and events which suggests various 
characters’ quest for freedom on the ranch. There may be some 
awareness of how the characters’ lives reflect wider society in 
America in the 1930s, such as the way Crooks’ life is affected by 
racism or Curley’s wife’s by sexism. 


10-14 marks 


Answers will still be dependent on narrative but with more 
detailed reference to key events and characters, with some 
discussion of how the writer evokes characters’ sense of being 
trapped and in need of freedom. References to relevant events 
and conversations, such as the shared American Dream of a 
free, independent life, may be cited, with perhaps some 
understanding of how these events are portrayed as expressions 
of characters’ sense of being trapped and lacking freedom. For 
13-14, there will be more focused discussion of characters’ lives 
and how ranch life is portrayed. More thorough responses will 
discuss the way contextual factors affect our interpretation of 
characters’ lives and aspirations and the way Steinbeck depicts 
the pervading yearning for freedom and independence between 
characters on the ranch. 


15-20 marks 


Answers will be evaluative and assured, showing a clear 
appreciation of how Steinbeck shapes our understanding of 
characters and the influence of contextual factors on them. 
Answers will reveal a perceptive reading of the novel to show a 
considered interpretation of Steinbeck’s criticism of his society 
through the presentation of the lives of different characters and 
how they are played out in the novel. For 18-20, the analysis will 
be cogent, with a cohesive thread of ideas which are well-
supported by detailed reference to the text.   


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
  


0 3 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd 21 


SECTION B 
 
Spend about one hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your 
answer. 
 
Both poets describe their thoughts about a younger member of their family. 


 
Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different. 


 
You may write about the poems separately and then compare them or make 
comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole. [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (25%), AO2 (25%) and AO3 
(50%) 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks 
Mostly simple, general comments on the poems. The response 
will probably be brief, with simple, basic points of comparison 
about content, such as both poets’ description of the events in 
them. 


5-9 marks 


There may be awareness of some of the ideas in the poems, 
such as the sense of love for the sister in the first and the sense 
of inner conflict in the second. Some awareness of details which 
show some understanding of the general attitudes of each poet 
to the young children described in both poems may be given. 


10-14 marks 


Focused use of the details in the poems and, for 12–14, some 
discussion of the way the poets describe their fears for the future 
or awareness of the innocence of childhood in both poems. 
There may be some grasp of the sense of rueful self-awareness 
and perhaps self-judgement depicted in the second poem, 
though the tone is ambiguous and other interpretations will 
emerge. In the first poem, there will be some exploration of how 
the loving tone is evident at the beginning but gives way at the 
end to a more melancholy mood. The last lines may be 
interpreted in a variety of ways but will be justified and valid at 
this level. For 13–14, candidates will recognise the imagery used 
in both poems and may offer some sensible interpretation of it, 
although not all comments will be convincing. 


15-20 marks 


A more consistent analysis of both poems and some perceptive 
probing of subtext. Candidates will begin to show how the poets’ 
use of language builds a picture of the sense of protectiveness 
towards the child portrayed. There will be a clear appreciation of 
how both poets use language to achieve specific effects, such 
as the use of imagery. For marks above 16, a willingness to 
engage with the ideas about the loss or betrayal of innocence 
suggested by the poets may be shown, though there will be 
inconsistencies in how convincing interpretations offered are. 
Confident links and comparisons will be made, with subtlety and 
range, and an awareness of ambiguity and possible 
interpretations for 18-20. 


 
 
 
3720UA0-1 WJEC GCSE English Literature - Unit 1 HT W23/CB 


5 1 




















18 marks
AO1  Some perceptive ideas about characterisation, wide-ranging across the text, clear argument about different aspects of character
AO4  Thoughtful, sensitive understanding of how various contextual factors affect the reader's appreciation of character

































A01 Some understanding of main features and makes generalised reference to aspects of the text.

A04 Limited awareness of social/cultural and historical context.

Mark 5



General comments
with some
focus on character.



Some awareness of 1930s 
America.





















Reference 
to relevant conversation



More detailed 
reference to the 
text.



Context
becoming more secure







A01  Makes more detailed reference to the text.

A04 Able to set the text in contexts more securely.

Mark 10
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                    .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does John Steinbeck create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the 
extract in your answer.  [10]


Either,


‘Curley’s wife is just a foolish girl who makes foolish choices.’ To what extent do you 
agree with this statement? Remember to support your answer with reference to the 
novel and to comment on its social, historical and cultural context.  [20]


Or,


Ideas about freedom are important in Of Mice and Men. How are these ideas 
presented in the novel? Remember to support your answer with reference to the novel 
and to comment on its social, historical and cultural context.  [20]


0 3


0 2


0 1


0 3


0 1


0 1


0 2


0 2


0 3
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Awareness of
Candy's distress.



A01 Some understanding of main features.

A02 Simple comments on features of style. 

Mark 3
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SECTION B


Spend about one hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your 
answer.


Both poets describe their thoughts about a younger member of their family. 


Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different.


You may write about the poems separately and then compare them or make 
comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole. [20]
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END OF PAPER


5 1


For a Five-Year-Old


A snail is climbing up the window-sill
Into your room, after a night of rain.
You call me in to see, and I explain
That it would be unkind to leave it there:
It might crawl to the floor; we must take care
That no one squashes it. You understand,
And carry it outside, with careful hand,
To eat a daffodil.


I see, then, that a kind of faith prevails:
Your gentleness is moulded still by words
From me, who have trapped mice and shot wild birds,
From me, who drowned your kittens, who betrayed
Your closest relatives, and who purveyed
The harshest kind of truth to many another.
But that is how things are: I am your mother,
And we are kind to snails.


by Fleur Adcock


Poem for My Sister 


My little sister likes to try my shoes, 
to strut in them, 
admire her spindle-thin twelve-year-old legs 
in this season’s styles. 
She says they fit her perfectly, 
but wobbles 
on their high heels, they’re 
hard to balance. 


I like to watch my little sister 
playing hopscotch,
admire the neat hops-and-skips of her, 
their quick peck, 
never-missing their mark, not 
over-stepping the line. 
She is competent at peever.*


I try to warn my little sister 
about unsuitable shoes, 
point out my own distorted feet, the callouses, 
odd patches of hard skin. 
I should not like to see her 
in my shoes. 
I wish she could stay 
sure footed, 
 sensibly shod. 


by Liz Lochhead 


*peever: A Scottish word for the game hopscotch.

















More detailed reference to the text.



Probes subtext with increasing confidence.



A01 More detailed reference to text and probes the subtext with more confidence.

A02 Sees how different aspects of style create effects.

Mark 5 

























9 marksAO1 Evidence of close reading, insightful understanding of character and mood, thorough, perceptiveAO2 Clear evidence of how writer uses narrative techniques, words and phrases and characterisation to convey subtle meaning
























