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All Candidates performance across questions
Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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UNIT 1 FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME  
 


SECTION A 
 
Of Mice and Men 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 
What do you think of the way Candy and the other men speak and behave here? 
Give reasons for what you say. Remember to support your answer with words and 
phrases from the extract. [10] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 
 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Very brief, with only cursory reference to what happens in the 
extract. Includes an awareness of Candy’s distress. 


2-4 marks 
Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported 
comments about the events in the extract. A little focus on 
Candy with some understanding of the impact on him of Curley’s 
wife’s death. 


5-7 marks More focus and selection of relevant detail, such as how Candy 
is both angry and despairing. 


8-10 marks 
Clear and detailed discussion of the scene, with apt reference to 
key areas such as the reactions of the other men, Candy’s anger 
and the way this becomes despair at the loss of the dream. 


 
  


1 1 
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Some readers think that Curley’s wife is a girl who makes bad choices in life. Do you 
agree? Remember to support your answer with reference to the novel and to 
comment on its social, historical and cultural context. [20] 


 
You may wish to think about: 
• what you learn about Curley’s wife’s background  
• what you learn about her relationship with her husband 
• her relationships with others on the ranch 
• how Curley’s wife speaks and behaves at different points in the novel. 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Very brief, often simple narrative, with limited detail. 


5-9 marks 
Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of Curley’s wife and 
her position on the ranch in general. Very simple awareness of 
the effect of sexist attitudes on Curley’s wife’s character. 


10-14 marks 
Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of key features of 
Curley’s wife’s character, such as her loneliness. There may be 
a little discussion of events involving Curley’s wife and some 
awareness of how wider social norms affect her. 


15-20 marks 


Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward 
discussion of Curley’s wife and how she is affected by social 
attitudes, such as sexism. There may be some understanding 
of some ways in which she reflects society. For example, some 
reference to her racist humiliation of Crooks or her 
conversation in the barn with Lennie. For 18-20, there will be 
some comment on how Steinbeck uses the character to 
criticise his society. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


  


1 2 
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Write about one or two characters in Of Mice and Men who you think want more 
freedom. Give reasons for your choice(s). Remember to support your answer with 
reference to the novel and to comment on its social, historical and cultural context.
 [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Very brief answers with limited detail and little focus on relevant 
material. 


5-9 marks 
Answers will be general and narrative, with some simple grasp 
of characters and what happens to them. There may be some 
simple discussion of the ways in which characters want 
freedom. 


10-14 marks 


Narrative responses with an emerging discussion of some of 
the times in the novel which show that life on the ranch is 
difficult for some characters who crave freedom. Some 
reference may be made to relevant scenes, such as the fight 
scene or Crooks’ loneliness. There will be some awareness of 
social, cultural and historical factors, though not always linked 
with the characters discussed.  Some understanding of the 
conditions faced by migrant workers at the time may be given. 


15-20 marks 


Answers will show a secure knowledge of the text, with some 
discussion of specific events which show how Steinbeck uses 
the lives of some characters to highlight the lack of opportunity 
or freedom in society and how they have dreams of release and 
independence. Some understanding shown of the ways in 
which the ranch mirrors wider society in the novel and some 
sensible links made with specific rather than general contextual 
factors. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
  


1 3 
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SECTION B 
 
 
Both poets write about dogs. 


 
Write about both poems and their effect on you.  Show how they are similar 
and how they are different. 


 
You may write about the poems separately and then compare them, or make 
comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole. 


 
You may wish to include some or all of these points 
• the content of the poems – what they are about 
• the ideas the poet may have wanted us to think about 
• the mood and atmosphere of the poems 
• how they are written – words and phrases you find interesting, the way they are 


organised, and so on 
• your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are 


different. [20] 
 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (25%), AO2 (25%) and AO3 
(50%) 


 
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks 
There may be very little written specifically about the poems. 
Candidates may make simple comments on content such as 
identifying the context of the descriptions of dogs. 


5-9 marks 
Probably brief, general responses on the poems with simple points 
of comparison made, such as the jolly tone in the first and the 
loyalty of dogs in the second. There should be some comment on 
basic content, such as what is happening in each poem. 


10-14 marks 


There may be emerging discussion about the poems’ content and 
awareness of mood, atmosphere and straightforward ideas, such 
as the perspective and voice in the first and perhaps the implied 
criticism of humans in the second. There will be some similarities 
and differences addressed, particularly about the general 
impression of appreciating dogs in both. 


15-20 marks 


There is likely to be more focused discussion of the detail in the 
poems with some clear points of comparison. The way the dog is 
independent and not servile in the first but very loyal and 
subservient in the second, with some selection and highlighting of 
specific details. For 18-20, candidates may show some 
appreciation of how ideas are conveyed through the poets’ choice 
of language. Points of comparison will begin to focus on the poets’ 
use of language as well as content. 
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                    .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What do you think of the way Candy and the other men speak and behave here? Give 
reasons for what you say. Remember to support your answer with words and phrases 
from the extract.   [10]


Either,


Some readers think that Curley’s wife is a girl who makes bad choices in life. Do you 
agree? Remember to support your answer with reference to the novel and to comment 
on its social, historical and cultural context. [20]


  You may wish to think about:


  •  what you learn about Curley’s wife’s background 
  •  what you learn about her relationship with her husband
  •  her relationships with others on the ranch
  •  how Curley’s wife speaks and behaves at different points in the novel


Or,


Write about one or two characters in Of Mice and Men who you think want more 
freedom. Give reasons for your choice(s). Remember to support your answer with 
reference to the novel and to comment on its social, historical and cultural context. [20]


1 3


1 2


1 1


1 3


1 1


1 1


1 2


1 2


1 3
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George turned and went quickly out of the barn.
Old Candy watched him go. He looked helplessly back at Curley’s wife, and gradually his sorrow 


and his anger grew into words. ‘You God damn tramp,’ he said viciously. ‘You done it, di’n’t you? I 
s’pose you’re glad. Ever’body knowed you’d mess things up. You wasn’t no good. You ain’t no good 
now, you lousy tart.’ He sniveled, and his voice shook. ‘I could of hoed in the garden and washed 
dishes for them guys.’ He paused, and then went on in a singsong. And he repeated the old words: 
‘If they was a circus or a baseball game … we would of went to her … jus’ said “ta hell with work,” 
an’ went to her. Never ast nobody’s say so. An’ they’d of been a pig and chickens … an’ in the 
winter … the little fat stove … an’ the rain comin’ … an’ us jus’ settin’ there.’ His eyes blinded with 
tears and he turned and went weakly out of the barn, and he rubbed his bristly whiskers with his 
wrist stump. 


Outside the noise of the game stopped. There was a rise of voices in question, a drum of 
running feet and the men burst into the barn. Slim and Carlson and young Whit and Curley, and 
Crooks keeping back out of attention range. Candy came after them, and last of all came George. 
George had put on his blue denim coat and buttoned it, and his black hat was pulled down low over 
his eyes. The men raced around the last stall. Their eyes found Curley’s wife in the gloom, they 
stopped and stood still and looked. 


Then Slim went quietly over to her, and he felt her wrist. One lean finger touched her cheek, and 
then his hand went under her slightly twisted neck and his fingers explored her neck. When he 
stood up the men crowded near and the spell was broken. 


Turn over.(3720U10-1)© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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SECTION B


Spend about one hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your 
answer.


Both poets write about dogs.


Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different.


You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make 
comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole. 


You may wish to include some or all of these points:


• the content of the poems – what they are about
• the ideas the poet may have wanted us to think about
• the mood and atmosphere of the poems
• how they are written – words and phrases you find interesting, the way they are
 organised, and so on
• your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are
 different [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Before You Cut Loose, 


put dogs on the list
of difficult things to lose. Those dogs ditched 
on the North York Moors or the Sussex Downs 
or hurled like bags of sand from rented cars 
have followed their noses to market towns 
and bounced like balls into their owners’ arms.
I heard one story of a dog that swam 
to the English coast from the Isle of Man, 
and a dog that carried eggs and bacon 
and a morning paper from the village 
surfaced umpteen leagues and two years later,
bacon eaten but the eggs unbroken, 
newsprint dry as tinder, to the letter. 
A dog might wander the width of the map 
to bury its head in its owner’s lap, 
crawl the last mile to dab a bleeding paw 
against its own front door. To die at home,
a dog might walk its four legs to the bone.
You can take off the tag and the collar 
but a dog wears one coat and one colour. 
A dog got rid of – that’s a dog for life. 
No dog howls like a dog kicked out at night. 
Try looking a dog like that in the eye.


by Simon Armitage


Lone Dog


I’m a lean dog, a keen dog, a wild dog and lone, 
l’m a rough dog, a tough dog, hunting on my own! 
I’m a bad dog, a mad dog, teasing silly sheep; 
I love to sit and bay the moon and keep fat souls 
from sleep.


I’ll never be a lap dog, licking dirty feet,
A sleek dog, a meek dog, cringing for my meat. 
Not for me the fireside, the well-filled plate, 
But shut door and sharp stone and cuff and kick 
and hate.


Not for me the other dogs, running by my side, 
Some have run a short while, but none of them 
would bide.
O mine is still the lone trail, the hard trail, the best, 
Wide wind and wild stars and the hunger of the 
quest.


by Irene Mcleod


END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note

textual references 



Sticky Note

sensible comments but somewhat general 



Sticky Note

not quite accurate



Sticky Note

simple awareness of context



Sticky Note

AO1 - shows some understanding of Curley's Wife thoughts, feelings, and motivations. There is some reference to textual detail but the response is also general at times. AO4 - Shows a limited awareness of social, cultural and historical context, but comments could be more specific and explicit. Mark awarded: 10

























Sticky Note

selects and comments 



Sticky Note

valid context



Sticky Note

clear focus on the task 



Sticky Note

good use of specific textual reference 







Sticky Note

a sophisticated comment which sets text in contexts more securely



Sticky Note

AO1 - discusses thoroughly and increasingly thoughtfully. Makes a range of focused comments on Curley's Wife with some sensitivity to her thoughts and feelings. Appropriate textual support throughout.AO4 - sets texts in context more securely.  Makes explicit contextual comments throughout Mark awarded: 15





























Sticky Note

simple comments on context



Sticky Note

some reference to events







Sticky Note

keeps focus on task 



Sticky Note

AO1 - shows understanding of both Curley's Wife and Crooks, their thoughts, feelings and motivations. Begins to select relevant detail. AO4- shows a awareness of how both Curley's Wife and Crooks are impacted by context Mark awarded: 13 

























Sticky Note

some selection with simple comments 







Sticky Note

AO1 - better on the first poem where there are simple comments and some selection. Coverage of second poem is very sparse and lacks selection. AO2 - generalised comments about stylistic effects AO3 - begins to make simple points of comparison Very limited understanding of the second poem is shown.Mark awarded: 9



Sticky Note

attempts AO2



Sticky Note

unfocused comments on content. Limited grasp

























Sticky Note

sees differences 



Sticky Note

selects and comments 



Sticky Note

simple awareness of structure







Sticky Note

relevant comparison 







Sticky Note

AO1 - shows some understanding of main features, but misses some key points in poem 2. Begins to select relevant detail.AO2 - simple comments on particular features of style and structure. This is the weakest element of the response.AO3 - straightforward connections made between poems. Concentrates on the contrasts which are validMark awarded: 13

































Sticky Note

some sensitive commentary 



Sticky Note

clear grasp of thematic content



Sticky Note

some AO2



Sticky Note

commenting on the writers and their intentions 











Sticky Note

some grasp of second poem, less successful than first 



Sticky Note

sustained comparison 







Sticky Note

AO1 - discusses the theme with confidence.  Some sophisticated comments on the first poem with apt support. Some understanding of how the writer uses ideas to affect the reader.AO2 - starts to see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects. AO3 - begins to explore comparisons of theme and style. Mark awarded: 16





































Sticky Note

AO1 - Brief response but shows some understanding of thoughts and feelings of Candy with valid support. Meets band 3 criteria but brevity keeps it at the lower end. AO2 - No specific comments related to AO2 and band 2 criteria is best fit.Mark awarded: 5





















Sticky Note

Selects and comments. 



Sticky Note

AO1 - understands Candy's range of emotions with textual support. Begins to look at how the other men react too. Some tracking of the extract. Meets band 3 criteria. AO2 - 'recognises particular features of style' from band 3 of the mark scheme can be applied here. Mark awarded: 7





















Sticky Note

The extract does start with George. This is a perceptive comment.



Sticky Note

language analysis



Sticky Note

consciously comments on the writer here. 







Sticky Note

AO1 - selects and evaluates a full range of relevant textual details. Thoughtful comments made throughout. AO2 - clearly demonstrates appreciation of how meanings and ideas are conveyed with secure language analysis.Overall, this is an excellent and full response, fully meeting band 4 criteria. Although the final paragraph begins to comment on context, which is not assessed here, this does not detract from what is otherwise an excellent response.Mark awarded: 10



Sticky Note

covering a range of characters



Sticky Note

starts trying to make contextual points which are not rewarded here. 
























