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All Candidates' performance across questions
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Facility Factor %
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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the second reason is acceptable but it is not supported well.



5+3  [two reasons with some evidence, weak explanation]



Text Box

One reason offered. The supporting evidence doesn’t really fit because the “evidence” is describing a change in opportunities with an assumption that this is linked to a decline in marriage.
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2 reasons, one lacking evidence and the other based on assumption with weak explanation 4+2
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SECTION B

Choose one of the following options:

Either,

Option 1 Families and Households
Compulsory question
2. (a)

(i)  Evidence suggests that there has been a decline in the number of people
choosing to marry.

Explain two sociological reasons for this. [10]

END OF PAPER
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“The nuclear family is the ideal family type". Evaluate this view. [30]

Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological
debates, offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts.
Answers need to use key terminology. Credit will be given to effective
discussion where there is evidence of detailed and wide-ranging knowledge.
Where answers demonstrate all skills to the highest standard they will be
consistent with band 4. However, answers demonstrating knowledge but
fewer skills of interpretation and discussion may achieve band 4 for AO1 but
lower bands for AO2 and AO3.

Indicative content

Ideas and evidence supporting the view might include:

Functionalist and New Right views of family with reference may be made

to writers such as Murray, Morgan, Parsons, Murdock.

Dennis and Erdos, who claim that children in lone parent families do not

thrive.

Saunders and various political thinkers who favour traditional roles and
responsibilities and claim that inequalities in power are functional.
Even non-traditional family types are often “nuclear”.

Marxists claim that the nuclear family type is ideal for capitalist society.

Women have more independence and continue to choose the nuclear
family model. The increased economic independence of women — Allan

and Crow, Hochschild, Berthoud and Gershuny, Cheal, Dryden.
Hakim; choice.

Ideas and evidence against the view might include:

There should be a clear understanding of feminist views of the family and
their views on how nuclear families oppress women and children.

Roles may form part of the discussion with relevant concepts such as dual
burden, triple shift, as factors, with reference to studies such as
Duncombe and Marsden, Leonard, Sclater.

Issues such as time budget studies, decision making, power and domestic

violence, emotional work, the new man will be discussed and reference
will be made to writers such as Allan and Crow, Vogler and Pahl,

Duncombe and Marsden, McMahon, Stanko, Nazroo in relation to the

view that nuclear family types are not ideal.

Any other relevant point.
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Band AO1 AO2 AO3
elements la & 1b element la strands 1-3
12-14 marks 4 marks 10-12 marks
Answers Answers Answers
demonstrate demonstrate demonstrate
detailed knowledge | accurate and detailed, well
and understanding relevant selection of | organised and
of sociological appropriate logical arguments.
4 theories/concepts/ sociological Logical judgements
evidence relating to | theories/concepts/ and conclusions will
the context of the evidence. These are | be offered based on
debate/question. applied and explicit evaluation of
interpreted in the the relevant
context of the theories/concepts/
debate/question. evidence examined.
8-11 marks 3 marks 7-9 marks
Answers Answers Answers
demonstrate some demonstrate some demonstrate some,
knowledge and accurate and well organised and
understanding of relevant selection of | logical arguments.
sociological appropriate Judgements and
3 theories/concepts/ sociological conclusions offered
evidence relating to | theories/concepts/ will show some
the context of the evidence. Some of evaluation of the
debate/question. which are applied relevant theories/
and interpreted in concepts/evidence
the context of the examined.
debate/question.
4-7 marks 2 marks 4-6 marks
Answers Answers Answers
demonstrate basic demonstrate a demonstrate basic
knowledge and basic ability to arguments.
understanding of select, apply and Judgements and
2 sociological interpret appropriate | conclusions offered
theories/concepts/ sociological will show basic
evidence relating to | theories/concepts/ evaluation of the
the context of the evidence in the theories/concepts/
debate/question. context of the evidence examined.
debate/question.
1-3 marks 1 mark 1-3 marks
Answers Answers Answers
demonstrate limited | demonstrate limited | demonstrate limited
knowledge and ability to select argument. Any
understanding of and/or interpret judgements and
1 sociological and/or apply conclusions offered
theories/concepts/ sociological will show limited

evidence relating to
the context of the
debate/question.

theories/concepts/
evidence in the
context of the
debate/question.

evaluation of any
theories/concepts/
evidence examined.

0 marks
NRSP

0 marks
NRSP

0 marks
NRSP
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A reasonably good attempt. Some AO1, some application and some AO3 but lacking detail.
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SECTION B

Choose one of the following options:

Either,
Option 1 Families and Households
Compulsory question

2.

Either,

Or,

(c) “The nuclear family is the ideal family type”. Evaluate this view. [30]

END OF PAPER
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GCE SOCIOLOGY
UNIT 1 — ACQUIRING CULTURE

SUMMER 2023 MARK SCHEME

SECTION A
Compulsory question
1. Read the item below and answer the following questions.

Sociologists are interested in what makes us human. One of the main areas of
interest for them is culture; what it is, how it varies and how it is passed on from one
generation to the next. The norms of our culture are passed on through the process
of socialisation. Families play an important part in the first stage of this learning
process. Children learn basic norms from parents and carers.

(@) With reference to the item and your own sociological knowledge, explain the
meaning of the term norms. [5]

Answers should include accurate knowledge points for band 3 AO1. Points
should be supported with examples and/or evidence. For band 3 AO2 a clear
explanation of the examples/evidence should be present.

Indicative content

e Definition of the term norms as expected ways of behaving.

e Answer should refer examples of norms.

¢ Related terms such as subculture, norms, values, traditions and how
norms can vary and change.

e Relevant examples.

e The item should be used to demonstrate understanding.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 1
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Band AO1 AO2
elements la & 1b element la
3 marks 2 marks
Answers demonstrate detailed | Answers demonstrate accurate
knowledge and understanding and relevant selection of
of sociological concepts relating | appropriate sociological
3 to the context of the question. examples. These are applied
and interpreted in the context of
the question.
Reference will be made to the
item to demonstrate ability to
select appropriate examples.
2 marks 1 mark
Answers demonstrate some Answers demonstrate some
5 knowledge and understanding ability to select, apply and
of sociological concepts relating | interpret appropriate
to the context of the question. sociological concepts in the
context of the question.
1 mark
Answers demonstrate basic
knowledge and understanding
1 of sociological theories/

concepts/ evidence context
statement relating to the context
of the debate/question.

0 marks
NRSP

0 marks
NRSP
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There is no clear definition that refers to behaviour and no examples to illustrate. 2+1
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SECTION A

Compulsory question

1.

Read the item below and answer the following questions.

Sociologists are interested in what makes us human. One of the main areas of interest for
them is culture; what it is, how it varies and how it is passed on from one generation to the
next. The norms of our culture are passed on through the process of socialisation. Families
play an important part in the first stage of this learning process. Children learn basic norms

from parents and carers.

(@) With reference to the item and your own sociological knowledge, explain the meaning
of the term norms. [5]
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Using material from the item and your sociological knowledge, explain how any
two agents of socialisation pass on culture. [10]

The focus of the answer should be on how any two agents of socialisation pass
on culture.

Answers should examine two agents of socialisation for band 3 in AO1 and AO2.
There should be accurate use of key terminology, illustrating the process of
socialisation in both agents for band 3 AO1 marks. Appropriate examples should
be used to demonstrate understanding for each agent and, where the item is
used effectively, this will be consistent with band 3 AO2 marks.

Indicative content

Processes such as positive and negative sanctions with appropriate

examples.

Processes such as role mode, imitation and sanctions should be expected

and rewarded.

Processes such as canalisation, manipulation and peer pressure should be

rewarded where appropriate.

There will be accurate use of related terms and concepts.

The best answers will refer to specific examples of norms and/or values and
be clearly linked to culture for full marks in AO2.

The item should be used to demonstrate understanding.

Any other relevant point.

Band AO1 AO2
elements 1la & 1b element l1la
5-6 marks 4 marks

Answers demonstrate
detailed knowledge and
understanding of sociological
3 concepts relating to the
context of the

Answers demonstrate a detailed
ability to select, apply and interpret
appropriate sociological theories/
concepts/ evidence in the context of
the debate/question.

Answers demonstrate some
knowledge and understanding
of sociological concepts
relating to the context of the

debate/question. There will be appropriate use made
of the item to demonstrate
understanding.
3-4 marks 2-3 marks

Answers demonstrate some ability
to select, apply and interpret
appropriate sociological theories/
concepts/ evidence in the context of

Answers demonstrate basic
knowledge and understanding
1 of sociological theories/
concepts/evidence relating to
the context of the debate/
guestion.

debate/question. the debate/question.
Some reference will be made to the
item.
1-2 marks 1 mark

Answers demonstrate a basic ability
to select, apply and interpret
appropriate sociological theories/
concepts/ evidence in the context of
the debate/question.

0 marks
NRSP

0 marks
NRSP
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SECTION A

Compulsory question

1.

Read the item below and answer the following questions.

Sociologists are interested in what makes us human. One of the main areas of interest for
them is culture; what it is, how it varies and how it is passed on from one generation to the
next. The norms of our culture are passed on through the process of socialisation. Families
play an important part in the first stage of this learning process. Children learn basic norms

from parents and carers.

(b) Using material from the item and your sociological knowledge, explain how any two
agents of socialisation pass on culture. [10]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (2200U10-1)
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SECTION B

Choose one of the following options

Option 1 Families and Households

Compulsory question

2. @)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

(i)

Explain the meaning of the term reconstituted family.

[5]

There should be an accurate definition. Answers should include
accurate knowledge points for band 3 AOL. Points should be
supported with examples and/or evidence. For band 3 AO2 a clear
explanation of the examples/evidence should be present.

Indicative content

e An accurate definition of the term — a family made up of at least
one other pre-existing family.
¢ An understanding that this often involves new relationships such
as step Mum/Dad/siblings.
o Examples to show understanding of various types.
e Any other relevant point.

Band AO1 AO2
elements 1la & 1b element la
3 marks 2 marks
Answers demonstrate Answers demonstrate
detailed knowledge and accurate and relevant
understanding of sociological | selection of appropriate
3 theories/ concepts/ evidence | sociological theories/
relating to the context of the concepts/ evidence. These
debate/question. are applied and interpreted in
the context of the debate/
guestion.
2 marks 1 mark
Answers demonstrate some | Answers demonstrate some
knowledge and ability to select, apply and
> understanding of sociological | interpret appropriate
theories/ concepts/ evidence | sociological theories/
relating to the context of the concepts/ evidence in the
debate/question. context of the debate/
guestion.
1 mark
Answers demonstrate basic
knowledge and
1 understanding of sociological
theories/ concepts/ evidence
context statement relating to
the context of the debate/
guestion.
0 marks 0 marks
NRSP NRSP
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SECTION B

Choose one of the following options:

Either,
Option 1 Families and Households
Compulsory question

2. (@ (i) Explainthe meaning of the term reconstituted family. [5]

END OF PAPER
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(i) Evidence suggests that there has been a decline in the number of
people choosing to marry.

Explain two sociological reasons for this. [10]

For band 3 AO1 there should be two reasons with supporting
evidence/examples for both. For band 3 AO2 a clear explanation of
the reasons and supporting evidence/examples should be present.

Indicative content

e Changing role of women including the control of fertility, changing
priorities and how this could affect decisions about marriage:
Wilkinson, genderquake, Sharpe.

¢ Increased economic activity of women gives them independence
to live alone; Allen and Crowe.

e Delayed childbirth as a result of economic independence;
Somerville.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

e The increase in the number of people choosing to co-habit;
changing values, secularisation.

¢ Increased cost of marriage.
Increase in divorce.

e Any other relevant point.

Band AO1 AO2
elements la & 1b element la
5-6 marks 4 marks
Answers demonstrate Answers demonstrate a
detailed knowledge and detailed ability to select,
3 understanding of apply and interpret
sociological theories/ appropriate sociological
concepts/ evidence relating | theories/ concepts/
to the context of the debate/ | evidence in the context of
guestion. the debate/question.
3-4 marks 2-3 marks
Answers demonstrate some | Answers demonstrate some
knowledge and ability to select, apply and
5 understanding of interpret appropriate
sociological theories/ sociological theories/
concepts/ evidence relating | concepts/ evidence in the
to the context of the debate/ | context of the debate/
question. question.
1-2 marks 1 mark
Answers demonstrate basic | Answers demonstrate a
knowledge and basic ability to select, apply
1 understanding of and interpret appropriate
sociological theories/ sociological theories/
concepts/evidence relating concepts/ evidence in the
to the context of the debate/ | context of the debate/
question. question.
0 marks 0 marks
NRSP NRSP
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second reason, again, lacking explanation
5+2 [implicit explanation]



Text Box

one reason with evidence that could be relevant to the reason but lacking detailed explanation
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