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A Level Religious Studies - Component 1a Christianity

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1248 11.9 4 20 59.5 82.7
1b 1241 17.9 6.3 30 59.6 82.2
2a 262 12.9 5.2 20 64.7 17.4
2b 258 19.4 6.9 30 64.8 17.1
3a 385 11 4.4 20 54.8 25.5
3b 392 17 6.3 30 56.8 26
4a 332 11.5 5.5 20 57.3 22
4b 337 17.8 7.4 30 59.2 22.3
5a 761 11.7 4.3 20 58.4 50.4
5b 764 17.7 6.1 30 59 50.6
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – COMPONENT 1 OPTION A 
 


AN INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY 
 


SUMMER 2023 MARK SCHEME 


 
To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 


 
Section A  


Either, 
 


(a) Examine Christian teaching about the dangers of wealth. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
The specification requires pupils to study several passages in relation to 
this question. Accept these and all relevant teachings regarding the 
dangers of wealth.  


 
Mark 10:17-25: The Rich and the Kingdom of God 
Jesus in teaching the meaning of discipleship challenges traditional 
understanding of wealth as a sign of God’s blessing. He challenges the man to 
give up all his wealth and follow his call. This unexpected answer could be seen 
as applicable to this man because wealth had become his idol. The danger of 
wealth for him as an individual was that wealth had replaced God.   


 
Matthew 6:25-34: Do Not Worry 
Jesus’ teaching (Sermon on the Mount) addresses the attitudes of his followers 
and commands a trust in God for every aspect of life’s needs. Belonging to God’s 
kingdom means putting aside anxieties about daily provisions and trusting in God 
fully for all one’s needs both spiritual and material, this is where true fulfilment 
lies. 


 
Luke 12:33-34 
The passage suggests that Jesus’ followers should be investing in a spiritual 
bank and selling all that they have and giving to the poor. It is reflective of the 
lifestyle of the early Christians in Acts 2. There are also connections here with the 
parable of the Rich Fool mentioned earlier in the chapter of Luke. Giving up one’s 
possessions in search of gaining spiritually leads one on the path to eternal life in 
Heaven.  


 
1 Timothy 6:10  
This passage comes from the pastoral epistles. The real danger is the love of 
money. Wealth and faith do not go well together, the eagerness to be wealthy is 
where the danger lies.  


 
Christian stewardship   
Stewardship involves perceiving money/ wealth as being something that is God -
given for the use of establishing the Kingdom. If Christians do not take 
stewardship seriously it can lead to greed and covetousness. 


 
Asceticism  
In order to avoid the dangers of wealth some Christians have chosen an ascetic 
lifestyle. This lifestyle is chosen in order to strive to live in such a way that 
enables a Christian to have a clear conscience towards God and others. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.  


0 1 
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(b) ‘Wealth should always be seen by Christians as a sign of God’s 
blessing.’ 
Evaluate this view. [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Some Christians groups suggest that Christians should expect to have an 
abundance of wealth as a sign of God’s blessing. 


• Advocates of the prosperity gospel align themselves with the view that if 
those who are faithful give generously to religious causes, they in turn will 
be blessed by wealth and therefore it should be seen as a sign of God’s 
blessing. 


• The basis of the prosperity gospel lies in reflecting on the covenant 
relationship between God and the Patriarchs who in their faithful 
responses to God’s call were blessed with wealth. 


• Examples could include: Abraham who was given large flocks and wealth 
in silver and gold; Moses who led the chosen people to a land ‘flowing 
with milk and honey’; Commandments to Solomon to build an ornate 
Temple; The covenant agreement found in Deuteronomy 28:11 that the 
people would ‘abound in prosperity’ if they obeyed the command to tithe 
in order to observe religious festivals.   


• Additional support from the New Testament for the prosperity gospel 
comes from James 2:3 ‘you do not have because you do not ask.’ and 
‘Matthew 17:20 the idea that faith can ‘move mountains. Therefore, 
advocates of the prosperity gospel suggest that those who walk in faith 
should expect to be rich as God will reward them for their faith.  


• The views of those Christians who hold to the view that wealth should be 
seen as a sign of God’s blessing has been challenged by many churches 
and theologians. The Hebrew scriptures suggest that not everyone who 
walked in faith was rewarded with wealth.  


• Craig Blomberg notes that this blessing was never promised to individual 
Israelites. Job, for example, had great faith, but suffered incredible pain 
and suffered the loss of all his wealth. Blomberg also suggests that it may 
not be applicable to apply the promises made to Israel to other 
communities. Jesus announced a New Covenant.    


• The new covenant seems to suggest that faith and one’s spiritual life can 
be strengthened through suffering. This is the complete opposite to the 
expectations of the advocates of the prosperity gospel.  


• The New Testament is ambiguous about what ‘blessing’ means. It need 
not mean material blessing – rather it could refer to spiritual blessings.  


• One major refutation of the argument could come from the example of 
Jesus himself. Born into poverty and lived a life which led to intense 
suffering. 


• The teachings of Jesus also suggest that one should give up riches in 
order to enter the Kingdom of God. It could therefore be argued that any 
understanding of what it means to be ‘blessed’ by God is distorted if we 
associate it with being wealthy.    


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


  












 

Sticky Note

Candidate is referring to John Stott. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate places the introduction in the context of the question and uses a quote from Scripture to support the viewpoint.  This develops the point within the context of Jesus' teaching.  



 

Sticky Note

A relevant connection is made between the dangers of wealth and lifestyle emulated buy Jesus as a role model for Christians. 







 

Sticky Note

The candidate makes a connection with lifestyles chosen by certain groups of Christians because they perceived having wealth as being a danger to their relationship with God. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate makes relevant scholarly links made demonstrating perception and synopticity. 



 

Sticky Note

Relevant quote to scholar linking the earlier points made and adding further depth and breadth.  



 

Sticky Note

A succinct conclusion which makes a further synoptic link to Liberation Theology.  This Candidate's response is considered to be extensive and relevant. It answered the demands of the question and demonstrated depth and breadth. Band 5, 20 marks



 

Sticky Note

Theological language used which confidently links the characteristics of God to the question. 







 

Sticky Note

The candidate clearly sets out the line of argument that will represent the candidate's overall conclusion. This is confidently done within the context of an alternative point of view. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate refers to a relevant scriptural passage, which underpins a source of wisdom and authority for the prosperity gospel.
In addition to this, the candidate demonstrates an understanding of the school of thought associated with the demands of the question.  







 

Sticky Note

Synoptic link is made - could be more clearly linked to the question asked. 



 

Sticky Note

Confident and critical analysis demonstrated. 



 

Sticky Note

Some understanding demonstrated of the difference between old and new covenants but could be more explicit. 



 

Sticky Note

Synoptic link made here to J.D. Crossan. 







 

Sticky Note

It's not clear what the candidate means here.



 

Sticky Note

The response successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. Band 5,  26 marks.
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Sticky Note

Scriptural verses referred to, but the answer lacks clarity. Further explanation about why these passages teach about the dangers of wealth could be given. 



 

Sticky Note

Introduction could have been clearer. However the candidate does place the essay in  context.







 

Sticky Note

The reference to tithing is relevant but could be more clearly explained within the context of dutiful obedience to God. Answer lacks clarity of expression. 







 

Sticky Note

The answer demonstrates mainly accurate knowledge and understanding of religion, but could be much further developed. 
Band 3,  10 marks.







 

Sticky Note

Lacking in clarity of expression.



 

Sticky Note

Relevant reference to a scholar.







 

Sticky Note

Candidate could have developed this point further.



 

Sticky Note

Although the reference is relevant the answer lacks clarity.



 

Sticky Note

Lacking in accuracy as the Bible as a whole is the word of God. 







 

Sticky Note

Relevant and valid scriptural reference but could be analysed in the context of the question.



 

Sticky Note

It is unclear what the candidate means here.







 

Sticky Note

Again, this is relevant but expression lacks clarity. 



 

Sticky Note

Relevant reference to Jesus but lacks clarity. The candidate's expression has hampered achievement throughout.  
 The answer was judged as demonstrating some valid analysis but the attempt to justify views was rather basic and partially supported. Band 2, 12 marks.
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option A – A Study of Christianity


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


0 1 	 a)	 Examine Christian teaching about the dangers of wealth.	 [20]


	 b)	 ‘Wealth should always be seen by Christians as a sign of God’s blessing.’
		  Evaluate this view.	 [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Or, 
 


(a) Examine John Hick’s contribution to the debate about Christian 
inclusivism. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Christian inclusivism as represented by Karl Rahner could be referred to as a 
means of distinguishing between the inclusivism of Hick and Rahner. 
According to Hick, Rahner’s approach fails to recognise the salvific equality of 
all religions. According to Hick ‘Rahner’s is a brave attempt to attain an 
inclusivist position which is in principle universal, but which does not thereby 
renounce the old exclusivist dogma.’   


• Hick attacks inclusivist theology for failing to recognise that Ptolemaic 
theology often depends on where a believer happens to be born. Hick argues 
for a philosophy of religious pluralism - the belief that there is a common 
experiential basis underlying all the major world religions 


• Hick’s influence comes from personal experience of worship services of 
different religious communities Any understanding of an ultimate reality 
comes from a phenomenological experience of that reality. Hick believed that 
there is no direct access to the noumenal reality but that behind each religion 
there a common core, a noumenal reality. 


• These philosophical insights and observations about religious communities 
led Hick to form a theory of religious experience. At the heart of religion is an 
experience of the divine world that raises us beyond our mundane life in the 
material world.  


• The analogy that Hick uses is the refracted light from the sun. In ‘Rainbow of 
Faiths’ Hick argues that behind all of the religions is a single, ultimate reality 
like a ‘white’, un-refracted light. The religions like the colour spectrum, reflect 
this single reality each in their own way.  


• In ‘God and the Universe of Faiths’ (1973) Hick argued for a move away from 
a Christ-centred to a God-centred approach to theology. He coined the 
phrase a ‘Copernican revolution’ – all religions revolve around God.  


• Hick argued that God’s intention of universal salvation made no sense if the 
majority of humanity was removed from this. Hick believed that one of the 
main ‘road-blocks to pluralism’ was the doctrine of the incarnation as this 
unique position of Christ demands an exclusivist attitude to Christianity. Hick 
sees Jesus as an example to follow and that one should view Jesus as 
having reached a high degree of God-consciousness not incarnation. Hick 
argues that he is adopting a theocentric rather than a Christocentric 
approach. Hick believed that the heart of religion is not scripture or tradition 
but experience.  


• Hick concludes that God’s self-revelation could not be limited to a small 
portion of humanity and concludes that it is necessary to recognise that all 
religions lead to the same God. Religious traditions should be seen as 
complementary rather than contradictory insights into one divine reality. 


• Hick uses the Hindu parable of the blind men and the elephant to explain the 
different religious experiences of the one ultimate reality. Each person felt a 
different part of the elephant and mistook their experience for the entire 
creature. Differences arise in religious experience with different historical and 
cultural viewpoints. Religion is a ‘man-made phenomenon’  


• Hick’s pluralism is universal in that it sees salvation and liberation as offered 
in all the major world religions.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


0 2 
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(b) ‘The Christian Bible promotes exclusivism rather than inclusivism.’ 
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• There are many Christians who assert that the Bible promotes an exclusivist 
view of salvation. Many passages in both the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
Testament support the notion that the covenant between God and the people 
is dependent upon an exclusive approach to worship. 


• Deuteronomy 6:5 ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and 
strength’; Joshua 23:16 if you violate the covenant of the Lord your god, 
which he commanded you and go and serve other gods…….. you will quickly 
perish; John 14 :6 ‘I am the way and the Truth and the life.’   


• The Early Church Fathers such as St. Cyprian of Carthage in the third century 
emphasised that salvation outside of the Church was not to be found (extra 
ecclesia nulla salus) and St. Augustine suggest that through free will mankind 
must make the decision to repent one’s sins, turn back to God and accept the 
grace of God through Christ.  


• Evangelical Churches suggest that the Bible promotes four spiritual laws 
about the salvation of mankind 
- God loves you 
- man is sinful and separated from God 
- Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin 
- we must individually receive Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 


• It could be argued that this view was previously promoted by protestant 
reformers such as Martin Luther (sola fide) and John Calvin (those who come 
to faith in Christ are predestined for salvation - Romans 8:1). 


• Other passages in scripture suggest that in fact there will be condemnation 
for those who do not accept Christ. 


• Matthew 13:50 ‘… and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth’; John 3:18 ‘Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already’; 
Revelation 21:8 ‘But the cowardly, the unbelieving… will be consigned to the 
fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.’ These verses give stark 
warnings about ignoring God’s offer of salvation in this life. So it could be 
argued that the Bible does promote exclusivism.  


• Others such as Karl Rahner and John Hick argue that the Bible can be 
interpreted in such a way that accepts a more inclusivist approach to 
salvation. Rahner argued that Paul in Acts 17:23 promotes a positive attitude 
to pagan religion. 


• ‘Nostra Aetate’ (In Our Time) - recognises the value of other faith expressions 
of God while holding to the fullness of truth in Christ. This, it could be argued 
supports Rahner’s Biblical interpretation. Equally so it could be argued that it 
supports a more exclusivist view if the fullness if to be found ‘only in Christ.’ 


• Pluralists such as John Hick argue for a more liberal understanding of scripture in 
relation to salvation suggestion that titles given to Jesus such a Lord and 
Saviour, should be interpreted poetically.  


 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 
  












 

Sticky Note

Reference to scholarly works. 



 

Sticky Note

Correctly identifies the stance taken by John Hick.



 

Sticky Note

Technical language used accurately. 



 

Sticky Note

Synoptic link made with Hick's development of Irenaeus' theodicy.



 

Sticky Note

Candidate attempts to make a link to another area of study but not very successfully.







 

Sticky Note

Accurate religious language used with clarity.



 

Sticky Note

Developed point in context.



 

Sticky Note

Excellent point made but this could be clarified further.  



 

Sticky Note

Candidate takes a little too long to a start addressing the question.



 

Sticky Note

Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Band 4, 15 marks.







 

Sticky Note

Good connection with Lutheran protestantism but could be more explicitly linked to the question. 



 

Sticky Note

Candidate now gets to the heart of the question by referring to specific passages of Scripture to support the viewpoint.



 

Sticky Note

Candidate gives an alternative approach to Scripture.



 

Sticky Note

Good connection here with the influence of Rahner on the document produced after the Second Vatican Council 1965.



 

Sticky Note

Candidate supports their answer by referring to Scripture.







 

Sticky Note

Candidate keeps focused on the question. 







 

Sticky Note

Although this is a conclusion that links to the question, it could be stronger. 



 

Sticky Note

The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. Band 4, 24 marks.   
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option A – A Study of Christianity


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Or,


0 2 	 a)	 Examine John Hick’s contribution to the debate about Christian inclusivism.	 [20]


	 b)	 ‘The Christian Bible promotes exclusivism rather than inclusivism.’
		  Evaluate this view.	 [30]
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