cdugoe 2023 Online Exam Review

Part of WJEC

AS Religious Studies - Component 1a Christianity

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean SD Max Mark FF Attempt %

1a 7 13.9 9.9 25 55.4 23.3

AS Religious Studies - Component 1 Christianity

Question

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Facility Factor %




	Eduqas 2023 Online Exam Review
	AS Religious Studies - Component 1a Christianity B120UA0-1
	Item Level Data
	Facility factor graph
	Question 1
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked


	Question 2
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked






Write the two digit question
number inside the boxes next Answer
to the first line of your answer

C 1 |€astern orthedox Churches difeer pfrom ¥
1 Coesterm Churthes Qlot 1N yeference 10 I3
4 How 4heu Cetebrake Rduent ()r\d Chrsnos . L
1 ARduent ord Chrisrnas O ey WnQOiont L
1 tmme for Eostern and A churches |
1 because Pdvenk s Ye \eod up 1o Chinstimos |
1 oohich 1s cdnen 3esus is  Yhougnt 1o be -
4 oomn. b

| Hocvewer the hime  that they Celebroke k
1 are difgerent . osrern Orihodox Cnurches i
1om to be Comple erer Qh poxm Wik !
i \—uh&\— c w o Ao pe the "
i e;j_k, r e hirdh o Tesu‘i- 1 k

ewe Ahar Desus oS \oov -
y innung Of jom ond QJG'?J:ETH b
y Chmc Beexaﬁ— Hhay Jesus' |
i bmrhduﬂ s “the 2‘5”" deceroer . 2

Leave
blank

_"r‘ne e8! e\j Celebroke is QUso i
J AU pEerent “becouse  ouesiem i
_Ch E’S&\.m*Ob R T S o o I
1 Adveny on He ‘5*“ sund begore s
1 e 25™ Decemier . Pr‘leLj gt S -
1 Cna&ls  during Yhis 3 PN
4 Candéas, One white om Cre purpye. i
_/rhexj kahy One on sundaum begre [
1 Cchrisymas. ™ S\Ea) ' 0{23 oWy

4 Gnd 90 Yo Churcht mere . ’ i

1 Hoosewer the €assan Grthodor churches |
4 Gt Op 4Q Church Mo dewyp ond wad |
1 vesr on™ =cdd ecowuse snee Gerunle |
1 Ged Vs rested Yn +his c?ag 2

2 AT
aroz

This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.






Write the two digit question Leave
number inside the boxes next Answer blank
to the first line of your answer

J Questern churches Qim fc Erebrate 71 L
1la /lor rge c‘ammwm,tg on (hnstmas and |
1 0 Ymuass's  are “héld on #Hus oa 9/ .
| becacrse fh@ff Wil be ope €l :
1 0ener ﬂ g Chrrsiryios aond o f‘ _
| 7Aat Js /€// tUnts/  1laler w1 e ;
1 afterncon. B

Geskern Churches beleve /ess w /he |
| sicry Qkowt Tesus’ Pl Wntén in !
4 dulce” dnd - moHhews Gospel  and 7aice 5
1 out 7he mmﬁmf //74*/; JPSUJ was L

1 kfHin/le boin @ d Hrs 0 L
| 75th  decermber ﬁ?ﬂé}’ thot A maf/?ff !
1 was e mrgzn /Va{y v

1 Easiern Ortodex Chuiches e +he K
| NMamghves 05 tagr ore Bundred! I
| pacry true . -They face the Bibie :
{°ds 0 (f’rmm 01" huramd ﬂf’/ffﬁv‘ L
1 ruth, lilee G Hisko DGC*\E Cuj _
1 o) e sones Qek ehly L
1 ona the Nidden m&‘i&ﬂm i
41 nor hidden, »Hm ose o Fu |
1 oelueuane uxM Smnlﬁsmn)«gn

1 S e RBibe 'S seen os he Iy
1 O0oord Of Gend |

; 0

This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.





& Write the two digit question

number inside the boxes next
to the first line of your answer

Answer

1 belieea

1 O

1o be ‘e

4 n his 1M

JUus to ne
{ on Jesus,
i %\’\Q AN u}‘\.l

JWhokr  Chn
vin

1w Jhxj (!l
1 e [owe

y !’
770 4 /c?SE’

01 | Chnstmos
Fearival for Chyistiians, s s

= the oSt wmport+and

ecause Chrshmas IS

1 e d har God s deemmedon

o Humon feetn s Jesus

1 Chinst . "Tﬁaa IS Q 3DQuus Aoy (o
4 Gl ChinshAQs teasase o« s

\ HOr God =senk his

4 Caun =0on {0 Ve MOnN kuna |

41 This O+ evcmm Gea sShous s

4 Shniporence and  thor Jesus

1 coos Ulke anc—sHer—aorfar. an
4 Other Humdn, Yhis ys QO sKong v

1 becawse coe \onces thox \OvEs
1 0 M&m:mct Qs e oue made

Ond Liceness ' ponyten

1w Genisis 47, We  ocoowd thuwe 0s he
1 loved Uus so Mmudh he coould coant

soved, S0 He sent his
the Second parson in
to heyp save us.

4 Hooueer, many coould Graue thak Aok
10 Chyisttans ave log +outh as o

st IS realiy about -

1 Alor how FPoctls on +he chistmas (inner

present jo lovec! ones bEcause

1 d d
] /7 bﬁuﬂf’ Hﬂm ﬁfﬁd aw s his sir?

S0 e shout rmﬁ £0 Fhose
awe God OL{’(/ (/S ougn o

. 5€ﬂd jf’sw o s s, ths is 4 codiler

beal(se beSf’ (DpisHAVTS /o
focch With Wik Chrishnds.

4 0
8704

Leave
blank

This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the

Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.





Write the two digit question
number inside the boxes next Answer
to the first line of your answer

Leave
blank

IEans, //gy us? Aaaded Sipnnjar 40U ch
Qs Jo WHGF God did ¢ Ahis oay -

1 /in Mathews cosper ce Gle kold that

the Maq broggnt Jesus Gifts o Gold.
Lraneehsense“ang mur @i 1P6e
aere )jx/ff 0 a ,»'ﬁ;r;g , 50 Qs saen as
pe was hon the Mg S this 1iny

by Qs e kg, Hhe messiah When he
WS o }/ GO [ Hovrs or dfays ol

Chrstmds i's 1€ prgsk importint
feshval  gor chrishans 15 4 ve
SHONG o because i) the urch
there Cae Avg Mam teshvals, €asser
ana (hrisimas, 50 +hrs view May
(wme with Q4 few ¢ :_s“-ggffﬁmmw .
pecause  Easier 5 Deneny o pe ke
fo the ressurrechon which Is
When God aQllower F1is Sern +o a0
fof 0dr Sin$ 4o give  Us
Salvat en s

“This IS a4 Shen| alquerment becellic
bo at 1YPeanNr 4esiivals so :
Chishans because 1hey beth oxplin

“TJesus hwel  grd olied %

IS 407 17201 [E5I1va] for Mol
Chushan bu) Nor dif ¢y Tiem

o US, sa CFu/3/0)

: T

This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.






















AS Generic Band Descriptors

Band

Assessment Objective AOL - Part (a) questions 25 marks
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:
religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching
influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies
cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice
approaches to the study of religion and belief.

21-25 marks
Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question
set.
The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence
and examples.
Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

16-20 marks
Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.
Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

11-15 marks
Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of
evidence and examples.
Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

6-10 marks
Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and
relevance.
A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of
evidence and examples.
Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

N.B.

1-5 marks
Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy
and relevance.
A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.
The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of
evidence and examples.
Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only
demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation'

No relevant information.
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Band

Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions 25 marks
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

21-25 marks
Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.
A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by
the question set.
Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed
reasoning and/or evidence.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

16-20 marks
Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue.
The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed.
The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

11-15 marks
Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have
generally been addressed.
Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

6-10 marks
Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.
A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially
addressed.
A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with
reason and/or evidence.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-5 marks
A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue.
An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question
set.
Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence.
Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

No relevant analysis or evaluation.
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GCE AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES — COMPONENT 1

OPTION A: AN INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY

SUMMER 2023 MARK SCHEME

To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided.

Section A

Outline the differences between the Eastern Orthodox Church and Western
churches’ celebrations of Advent and Christmas. [AO1 25]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant
responses should be credited.

In the Western church, Christmas is preceded by four weeks of preparation
known as the season of Advent (from the Latin word adventus = coming).
Traditionally Christians would fast during this time but this is no longer an
expectation.

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, the equivalent of the season of Advent is
observed, but it is known as the Nativity Fast. The Nativity Fast lasts for 40
days up to the Eve of the Nativity (6 January). Believers do not consume red
meat, poultry, egg and dairy products, fish, oil and wine. The Eve of the
Nativity is a strict fast day, known as Paramony (‘preparation’), on which no
solid food should be eaten until the first star appears in the evening sky.
Advent is the beginning of the Western church year. It is not the beginning of
the year for the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Advent in the Western church allows Christians to anticipate two events:

o The celebration of Jesus’ First Coming to earth as a baby boy. it
o Jesus’ Second Coming at the end of time (parousia).

Biblical readings and hymns during Advent are usually about the parousia.
There is no emphasis on the parousia in the Eastern church.

In the Western church, the liturgical colour during Advent is traditionally violet
or purple (some Protestant churches now use blue to symbolise hope). On
the Third Sunday of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, a rose colour may
be used. In the Eastern church the liturgical colour red is used, with gold as
an alternative.

There are several customs adhered to during Advent in the Western church.
Churches, and some homes, have an advent wreath comprising 5 candles.
An advent calendar is another custom. The calendar windows for each day
open to reveal an item relevant to the preparation for Christmas. Christmas
decorations are often set up in homes at the beginning of Advent.

During the course of the Nativity Fast, a number of feast days celebrate Old
Testament prophets who prophesied the incarnation. Two Sundays before
the Nativity, the Sunday of the Forefathers commemorates the ancestors of
the church. The Sunday before the Nativity (Sunday of the Holy Fathers),
commemorates all the righteous men and women who pleased God from the
creation of the world up to Saint Joseph, husband of Jesus’ mother, Mary.

In the Western church, preparation for Christmas can include singing carols,
putting on nativity plays and having a nativity crib scene on display in the
church.
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Christingle is a popular children’s service in the Western church. Attendees
receive an orange with a candle in (representing Jesus as the light of the
world), a red ribbon surrounding it (representing Jesus’ sacrifice) and four
cocktail sticks with sweets or raisins on (representing the people from around
the world). Carols are sung and the nativity story read or acted out.
Christians in the Western church have the option of celebrating Christmas as
it arrives by attending a midnight Eucharist service. They could also choose
to go to a Eucharist on Christmas Day. These are usually more family-friendly
services.

In the Eastern Orthodox Church there are many services held on the Eve of
the Nativity to parallel those celebrated on Good Friday (to show the
theological significance of the incarnation in the overall plan for Jesus’ life).
These services include: The Hours; Vespers; the Liturgy of St Basil the Great;
the Vigil which begins the Great Compline and Matins. In these services,
members of the congregation will sing hymns, listen to readings from the
Bible and venerate an icon of the Nativity.

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, white linen on dinner tables symbolises the
cloth in which the baby Jesus was wrapped, and straw may be placed on the
linen to symbolise the stable where he was born.

In some Orthodox cultures, people walk to seas, rivers and lakes as part of
the Christmas Day liturgy and make holes in the frozen ice to bless the water.
While Christians in both churches will celebrate with family and friends on
Christmas Day, members of the Eastern Orthodox Church place little
significance on the giving and receiving of gifts.

This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.





(b)
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‘Christmas is the most important festival for Christians.’
Evaluate this view. [AO2 25]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant
responses should be credited.

Christmas celebrates the birth of Christ: the incarnation (God becoming
flesh). It could be argued that this is most important, as without the
incarnation, Jesus is just a great teacher but not someone worthy of
worship.

The popularity of Christmas in secular society is an opportunity for
evangelism. This may be considered most important as Christians can
use this as an opportunity to follow the commandment given at the Great
Commission to, “Go and make disciples of all the nations...” (Matthew
28:19).

The popularity of Christmas often has little to do with Christian belief and
so while it may be an important secular festival, it is not seen as the most
important religious festival for many Christians.

Easter has always been the most important Christian festival because it
celebrates the fundamental Christian belief in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ by which God redeemed his people. Without the resurrection, there
is no hope of eternal life, as victory over death has not been won.

Easter has also become commercialised with many non-Christians
celebrating it. Therefore this is another great opportunity for Christians to
evangelise; Christmas isn’t more important due to an opportunity to
practice evangelism.

For Christians, all festivals are important. Christmas and Easter are of
equal importance because they show God breaking into his world first as
an innocent infant in the person of Jesus (the incarnation), and then as a
mighty power raising the dead Jesus to life (the resurrection). The
resurrection guarantees that God has accepted Jesus’ death as an
acceptable atonement for human sin, thus making eternal life possible for
human beings.

It may be argued that Easter is most important because it is about Jesus’
ultimate mission rather than just his birth. Without Easter, Christmas
would be insignificant since it would just be about a birth of a good
teacher that had little significance, if the death and resurrection of Jesus
are not true.

Accept answers referring to other festivals that candidates feel Christians
would view as most important.

Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.
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No real grasp of basic specialist vocabulary.
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Very limited knowledge and understanding.



 

Sticky Note

Low level of accuracy and relevance. 
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Band 1,  4 marks

Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  Little reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. Some grasp of specialist language and vocabulary.
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A basic attempt to justify views given.
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Some valid and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.
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Band 2,  6 marks 

Some valid evaluation of the issue. A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed.  Some accurate use of specialist language.






















COMPONENT 1 — An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option A — An Introduction to Christianity
Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and
approaches to religion and belief.

Section A
Answer one question from this section.
Either,
a) Outline differences between Eastern Orthodox Church and Western churches’

celebrations of Advent and Christmas. [25]

b) ‘Christmas is the most important festival for Christians.’
Evaluate this view. [25]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (B120UA0-1)
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AS Generic Band Descriptors

Band

Assessment Objective AOL - Part (a) questions 25 marks
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:
religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching
influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies
cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice
approaches to the study of religion and belief.

21-25 marks
Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question
set.
The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence
and examples.
Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

16-20 marks
Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.
Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

11-15 marks
Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of
evidence and examples.
Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

6-10 marks
Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and
relevance.
A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of
evidence and examples.
Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

N.B.

1-5 marks
Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy
and relevance.
A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.
The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of
evidence and examples.
Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only
demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation'

No relevant information.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.






Band

Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions 25 marks
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

21-25 marks
Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.
A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by
the question set.
Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed
reasoning and/or evidence.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

16-20 marks
Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue.
The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed.
The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

11-15 marks
Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have
generally been addressed.
Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

6-10 marks
Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.
A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially
addressed.
A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with
reason and/or evidence.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-5 marks
A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue.
An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question
set.
Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence.
Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

No relevant analysis or evaluation.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Examine the case for infant baptism with reference to Augustine and
Zwingli. [AO1 25]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant
responses should be credited.

Baptism, as opposed to circumcision, provides salvation. Infants should
not be excluded from this. New Testament scripture supports infant
baptism.

Augustine believed infant baptism was a ‘tradition received from the
apostles’ as a way of removing original sin. He stated that it had been
practiced since the apostles and therefore was something the universal
church had ‘always held’.

For Augustine, there was a need to rid all, including infants, from original
sin as we are all guilty of this sin due to being ‘seminally present in the
loins of Adam’.

Augustine believed that baptised infants, who are not yet able to imitate
Christ, are ‘ingrafted’ into his body. Christ gives to believers the grace of
his Spirit, ‘which he secretly infuses even into infants’.

Infants who are baptised believe ‘through the Church’s faith
communicated to them’. They do not need to be able to declare their faith
for themselves in front of the congregation; the congregation and the
‘whole company of saints and faithful Christians’ present them as worthy.
For Augustine, baptism is a sacrament. He wrote that the North African
Christians of his time called the sacrament of baptism ‘salvation’ and the
sacrament of the Eucharist ‘life’, and supposed that this derived from
apostolic tradition, which asserted that ‘without baptism and participation
at the table of our Lord, it is impossible for anyone to attain either to the
kingdom of God or to salvation and life eternal’. He concluded that ‘the
sacrament of baptism is most assuredly the sacrament of regeneration’.
Huldrych Zwingli supported many of Augustine’s arguments. He differed
in that he regarded baptism not as the means of regeneration or cleansing
of sin but as a sign and seal. As circumcision for Jewish people is a sign
of their covenant with God, baptism for Christians is the sign and seal of
their faith in Jesus Christ as the one who provides salvation. Children can
participate in this if their parents promise to raise them in the Christian
faith.

The sacrament is divinely instituted, and efficacious to aid and strengthen
faith and to confer spiritual blessing. It is a sign of belonging to the new
covenant, just as circumcision was a sign of belonging to the old. He
states that sacraments are a sign of starting a life of faith, like a soldier
pledging at his enlistment. ‘Baptism is an initiatory sign or pledge initiating
us to a lifelong mortification of the flesh and engaging or pledging us like
the soldier at his enlistment.’

Baptism, according to Zwingli, does not wash away original, or any other,
sin. ‘They are wrong ... therefore who thinks that sacraments have any
cleansing power.’ This would point to justification by works, which Zwingli
as a Protestant Reformer denied.

This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.
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‘Baptism is for adult believers not infants.’
Evaluate this view with reference to Christianity. [AO2 25]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant
responses should be credited.

Some Christians believe that the gift of baptism should be consciously
accepted by the person who receives it; an infant is incapable of doing this.
Evidence from the New Testament supports adult or believers’ baptism: Acts
8:35-36, the Ethiopian eunuch is baptised; Acts 9:18, the apostle Paul is
baptised; Acts10:44-48, Peter baptises Cornelius and his household;
Acts16:14-15, Lydia and her household are baptised; Acts 19:5-6, the
disciples of John the Baptist are baptised. People hear the message of the
disciples and voluntarily express the commitment to be baptised.

Adult baptism is only for people who are old enough, mature enough and
therefore, responsible enough to make their own decision. Having made this
choice they will be more likely to remain faithful than those who have not
expressed the commitment to be baptised.

Believers’ baptism is a conscious response to, and acknowledgement of,
faith. Baptism should always follow belief.

Barth’s argument that baptism does not bring about human salvation, but
bears testimony to salvation and is therefore a response that reflects an
individual’s faith. For Barth, the only true baptism is believers’ baptism, as the
adult has to be able to express the commitment to be baptised and accept
Jesus as Saviour.

The Council of Carthage (418) confirmed baptism as forgiveness of original
sin i.e. ‘what they have received by birth’. It would be unfair to deny this to
infants purely because they cannot express a commitment to be baptised.
There are many New Testament passages to support infant baptism: John
3:5 ‘no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit'; the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19) ‘make disciples of all nations,
baptising them...”; Acts 2:38-39 ‘Repent, and be baptised every one of you ...
For the promise is for you, for your children’. In general, the apostles baptised
whole ‘households’ (Acts 16:33; 1 Corinthians 1:16). The term indicates a
family as a unit, including children and infants.

Augustine argued infant baptism was a ‘tradition received from the apostles’.
If the apostles baptised infants then so should Christians today.

Augustine believed that baptised infants are not able to profess personal faith
but believe ‘through the Church's faith communicated to them’; baptism is a
sacrament — a religious rite that imparts spiritual grace and so infants cannot
be excluded from God'’s grace.

Zwingli argued that during infant baptism, the divine promise is guaranteed to
infants on the basis of their parents’ pledge to bring them up in the Christian
faith. In this way, it is the parents who express the commitment for their
children to be baptised and have faith. The parents, godparents and
congregation raise the child in the faith.

Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.
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The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples.
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Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
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Band 5, 25 marks

Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. 

An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
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Band 5, 25 marks

Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.
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Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
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Band 3, 15 marks
A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.
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Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
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Views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and evidence. 
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Views are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and evidence.
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Band 3, 14 marks

Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed.

















COMPONENT 1 — An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option A — An Introduction to Christianity
Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.

Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and
approaches to religion and belief.

Section A

Answer one question from this section.

Or,
a) Examine the case for infant baptism with reference to Augustine and Zwingli. [25]

b) ‘Baptism is for adult believers not infants.’
Evaluate this view with reference to Christianity. [25]
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