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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
2a 1026 1.3 0.9 2 65.6 42.6
2b 864 1.5 1.8 5 30 35.9
2c 1009 3.4 2.5 8 42.8 41.9
2d 1123 6 3.4 15 39.8 46.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question 2(b) AO1  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  0 
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PART A 
 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – JUDAISM 
 
Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 


 
Refer to the marking bands for question (b).  
 
(b) Describe how Jews might observe Yom Hashoah. [5] 
 


• Hold special services in the synagogue. 


• Listen to the testimonies (experiences) of Holocaust survivors.  


• Light candles; in particular, a yahrzeit candle. Six candles may also be lit to 
symbolise the 6 million Jews who died in the Holocaust.  


• Kaddish prayer is said.  


• Jews may read from the Book of Names, where they will hear the names of those 
who died in the Holocaust.  


• They may listen to Holocaust poetry. 


• In Israel a siren is sounded for 2 minutes - all activities stop during this time. 
Music and tv is solemn and there is no public entertainment (cinemas, pubs etc. 
are closed).  


• Some Jews will visit Yad Vashem, in Israel, where Jews can take part in 
ceremonies and reflect on the Holocaust.  


 
Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• Kaddish prayer – ‘Glorified and sanctified be God’s great name throughout the world 
which He has created according to His will. May He establish His kingdom in your 
lifetime and during your days, and within the life of the entire House of Israel, 
speedily and soon; and say, Amen. May His great name be blessed forever and to all 
eternity.’ 


 
 
  












5 marks
Excellent and coherent. The candidate has used a range of religious language, extensively, accurately and appropriately. 












1 mark
A general response. Credit reference to teaching others. The candidate has written about why Jews might observe Yom Hashoah, rather than 'how' it is observed.












0 marks
The candidate has not made reference to how Jews remember the Jews who died. They have not included relevant information to the demands of the question. 
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PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Judaism


	 (b)	 Describe how Jews might observe Yom Hashoah. 	 [5]
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Question 2(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 
(d) ‘It is difficult for Jews to follow the Ten Commandments.’ 
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  [15] 


 


• People often work on the Sabbath.  


• Laws are frequently broken. 


• There are many broken families. 


• Some people do not understand the commandments. 


• Growth of a secular society.  


• Society has changed – some people decide not to marry.  


• Some people desire new possessions.  


• The Ten Commandments are a guide for morality. 


• Develops their faith and they are obeying God. 


• They state a Jew's duty to God – to have no other gods besides God, not to 
make/worship idols, not to use God's name without reason. 


• They state a Jew's duty to fellow human beings – not to murder, not to commit 
adultery, must honour parents, respect people's property. 


• They are God's commandments. 


• They are timeless and fit into each generation's code of ethics. 
 


Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• ‘Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labour, and do all 
your work; but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall 
not do any work.’ Exodus 20 v8-10 


 
  
















7 marks
Really good discussion. Use of religious language and accurate judgements are formulated. 
However, no credit can be awarded for the reference to Christianity as the question is about Judaism.




















6 marks
A satisfactory response. The response is repetitive - growing up following the Ten Commandments. 
The reference to kashrut is not relevant to the Ten Commandments and therefore not creditworthy. 












An alternative viewpoint



Not coherent or developed







9 marks
A balanced and very good discussion. However, the response is not coherent and developed in parts. 
The reference to 'love thy neighbour' is not relevant.
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only


	 (d)	 ‘It is difficult for Jews to follow the Ten Commandments.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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