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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
2a 2512 1.4 0.9 2 72 58.7
2b 2703 2.9 1.5 5 57.4 63.1
2c 2752 4.4 2.1 8 54.8 64.3
2d 2652 6.6 3.4 15 44 62
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question 2(b) AO1  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  0 
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PART A 
 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – ISLAM 
 
Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 


 
Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 
 
(b)  Describe the internal features of a mosque.  [5] 
 


• Qibla wall indicates the direction of Mecca (Makkah) and the direction in which 
Muslims face to pray. 


• Mihrab is an alcove or niche in the qibla wall showing the direction of Mecca 
(Makkah). 


• Minbar is a raised platform from where an imam gives the Friday sermon. 


• Prayer room or hall for Muslims to perform salat prayer. 


• Ablution room to perform wudu. 


• Clocks to show the times of salat prayer. 


• Separate entrances for men and women. 


• Classrooms for mosque school or madrasah. 


• Mortuary. 
 
  












Note

This response achieves Band 2 and is awarded 2 out of a possible 5 marks available.

The response unfortunately begins with mention of external features of the Mosque which is not required for this question. The reference to the dome is loosely linked as an internal feature and there is correct mention of the minbar. The answer offers more than a limited statement which is required for Band 1 so the Band of best fit is Band 2.












Note

his response offers an excellent and coherent description with lots of detail. The answer is awarded the highest possible Band (band 3) and the full 5 out of 5 marks available.
The mention of the dome is linked to it being an internal feature along with excellent description of the qiblah wall, minbar and gallery.
Whilst the answer doesn't include everything possible that would be found inside a Mosque, it has a selection of ideas which are all correct, appropriate and described in sufficient detail with use of the correct religious terminology.












Note

This candidate response offers an excellent description that fully responds to the question asked. It is awarded Band 3 and the full 5 out of 5 marks available. There is lots of detail within the response - qiblah wall, minbar, wash areas, zakah payment box, carpets and prayer areas and religious terminology is used accurately and appropriately. This is an example of an exceptional answer.
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PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Islam


	 (b)	 Describe the internal features of a mosque. 	 [5]
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Question 2(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 


(d) 'Muslim dress customs are not important.'


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]


• Muslim dress customs help give Muslims a sense of duty.


• Muslim dress customs are no longer important and are out of date.


• Muslim dress customs support the idea of ‘modesty’ in Muslim lifestyle.


• Muslim dress customs are even more important in contemporary society than in
the past.


• Muslim dress customs for women are more important to preserve modesty.


• The focus of the teaching in the Qur’an is on modesty with little practical detail.


• Muslim dress customs may lead to stereotyping and prejudice.


• Muslim dress customs are often cultural rather than religious.


• Women vary in their approach to wearing hijab, kameez, and niqab and these
approaches vary from country to country.


• In Wales and elsewhere some Muslims do not wear any distinctive dress.


• Muslim dress customs may bring Muslims into conflict in some countries with the
law.




















Note

This response achieves Band 3 and 8 out of a possible 15 marks. It gives a good length answer that is starting to offer some good and detailed evaluation. There are multiple views offered ranging from links to what the Qur'an states about modest dress and reference to specific dress items such as the hijab to a contrasting argument focusing on dress customs not being mandatory and Islam having other forms of expression. Judgements are formulated although more development is needed at times. Further use of evaluative language would increase the marks awarded of this answer.
















Note

This candidate response is given Band 2 and awarded 5 marks out of a possible 15 available.

The answer includes some relevant arguments such as reference to the Qur'an, link to Allah and dressing modesty and there is some use of religious terminology and some basic use of evaluation.

To improve, the response needs to have more development in its arguments - for example, it mentions other obligations being more important but doesn't specify what they are. It would also benefit from more specific links being made to the statement in the question.




















Note

This is a very good and detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue raised in the statement of the question. The response is awarded Band 3 and 11 out of 15 marks. 

There are some excellent suggestions of what may be more important than dress customs - the Shahadah, tawhid belief in Allah and pre-destination are all mentioned. There is also sufficient mention of disagreement with the statement focusing on why dress customs are important including understanding of different countries in the world and the commands of Allah.

There are a range of arguments given although not all are developed to the same extent. At times, the answer does go slightly off the point and more linking back would allow the answer to move into Band 4.
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	 (d)	 ‘Muslim dress customs are not important.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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