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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
2a 123 1.2 0.9 2 58.9 36.7
2b 149 2.1 1.4 5 41.9 44.5
2c 126 3.8 2.9 8 47.6 37.6
2d 142 6.5 3.9 15 43.4 42.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question 2(b) AO1  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  0 
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PART A 
 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – BUDDHISM 
 
Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 


Refer to the marking bands for question (b).  
 
(b)  Describe dana (giving) in Buddhism.  [5] 
 


• Lay people give to monks on their alms round, as monks are not allowed to earn 
money. 


• Lay people support the monks with food and clothing. 


• On the alms round, lay people put food in the monks’ bowls as they walk through 
their local community. 


• Lay Buddhists thank the monks for giving them the opportunity to earn merit. 


• Lay Buddhists can also give dana by helping out with building or gardening work 
at the vihara. 


• Lay Buddhists may offer financial support to monks/vihara. 


• In return, monks may teach lay Buddhists about Buddhism or how to meditate. 


• The Buddha listed eight ways of giving – Anguttara Nikaya 8.31. 
 


Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• “The enlightened express their approval for giving and so find ease in the world 
beyond.” Dhammapada 177 


• “If beings knew, as I know, the results of giving and sharing, they would not eat 
without having given; nor would the stain of meanness overcome their minds.” 
Itivuttaka 26 


• “Grudgingly; out of fear: because you have been given a gift; because you would 
like a gift in return; because it is good to give; because you have something 
others do not have; to be well thought of; to get rid of greed.” Anguttara Nikaya 
8.31 


 
  












Band 1, 1 mark 
This is a limited statement of information (giving gift/giving money to charity).












Band 3, 4 marks 
The answer has lots of detail (monks going into the community, being unable to 
make a living, laity support through putting food into their bowls, monks 
teaching Dharma to laity in return). The final sentence shows awareness and 
insight into the Buddhist community.  
Good use of specialist language (generosity, monks, lay Buddhists, Dharma). 
Sources of wisdom and authority are not essential for (b) answers.












Band 3, 5 marks 
This is an excellent answer which is coherent and structured. It shows awareness 
of the topic.  
The first line appears to be explaining the importance of dana but the answer 
does keep its focus on the skill of describing. 
Specialist language is used appropriately (merit, intentions, monks, generosity); 
there are references to sources of wisdom and authority (‘the Buddha himself’, 
monks)
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PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Buddhism


 (b) Describe dana (giving) in Buddhism.  [5]
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Question 2(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 
(d) 'For Buddhists, the Buddha is the most important of the Three Jewels.' 
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15] 


 


• Without the Buddha, there would be no Buddhism. 


• It was the Buddha who gave the dhamma that Buddhists have followed for the 
last 2,500 years. 


• It was the Buddha who began the community of Buddhists (the sangha). 


• Aspects of the Buddha’s lifestyle could be inspirational, e.g. the Middle Way, 
attaining enlightenment. 


• The dhamma could be more important as it has been passed on for the last 2,500 
years. 


• The sangha could be more important as it is the monks and lay community that 
puts the Buddha’s teachings into practice. 


• The Three Jewels are of equal importance as they are all dependent on each 
other. 


 
Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• “He who sees me sees the Dhamma, he who sees the Dhamma sees me.” 
Samyutta Nikaya 


• “After my death, the dhamma will be your teacher. Follow the dhamma and you 
will be true to me.” Mahaparinibbana-sutta 


 
  
















Band 4, 15 marks 
This is an excellent, highly detailed and well structured answer. There is analysis and 
evaluation with mature judgements being made. Knowledge and understanding of the 
topic is evident in the way they are used to back up arguments. There is a focus on this 
issue throughout the answer.  
Specialist language is used well (Dharma, enlightenment, refuge, god). Sources of 
wisdom and authority are used effectively and effortlessly (‘the Buddha is the ultimate 
role model’, Dharma ‘an anchor for Buddhists, Sangha gives ‘modern advice’).
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Band 2, 5 marks 
There is some accurate knowledge of Buddha and Sangha, although there is no mention 
of the Dharma. An alternative viewpoint is considered and a judgement is made in the 
final paragraph. 
This answer is better than Band 1 because it does offer an alternative viewpoint, but it is 
not Band 3 as it not based on thorough and accurate knowledge and a balanced range 
of viewpoints. Therefore, the analysis and evaluation is satisfactory. 
There is use of specialist language (three refuges, worship, guidance, sangha, charitable, 
enlightened, respect). Sources of wisdom and authority are used (‘many Buddhists’, 
‘other Buddhists’).
















Band 3, 8 marks 
The answer includes accurate knowledge and refers to all Three Jewels but the 
information is not always used effectively to construct an argument. There is evidence of 
explanation (paragraph 2) but it lacks evaluative language and the use of connectives. 
Different viewpoints are considered and a judgement is made so the answer moves into 
Band 3. 
Overall, there is a lack of structure and focus on the question being asked. 
Specialist language is used accurately (enlightenment, precepts, ahimsa, metta, dharma, 
sangha, nirvana), as are the references to sources of wisdom and authority (Four Noble 
Truths, Eightfold Path)
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 (d) ‘For Buddhists, the Buddha is the most important of the Three Jewels.’


  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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