
WJEC 2022 Online Exam Review

GCSE Religious Studies - Unit 1 Buddhism

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
2a 842 1 0.9 2 52 55.2
2b 1009 1.6 1.4 5 32.4 66.1
2c 927 2 1.9 8 25.4 60.8
2d 963 5.5 3.7 15 37 63.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question 2(d) AO2 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  


Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 


Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 


Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 


Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  


A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  


Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 







(d) 'The Eightfold Path is all that Buddhists need to live a good life.'


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15] 


Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 


• The teachings on wisdom, morality and meditation are essential for keeping a
Buddhist life.


• The ethical values that are set out in the Eightfold Path are important for making
the world a better place.


• Buddhists follow the Eightfold Path so that they may achieve nirvana or a
favourable rebirth rather than just to live a good life.


• Following the morality section (right action, right speech, right livelihood) would
help Buddhists live a good life.


• Meditation might be seen as an essential element within Buddhism, but this might
not necessarily lead to Buddhists living a good life.


• The teachings about dukkha in the Four Noble Truths might encourage Buddhists
to live a good life, e.g. the need to overcome suffering so that life can be ‘good’.


• The teaching about karma might encourage Buddhists to live a good life.


Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• “Of all the paths the Eightfold Path is the best.” Dhammapada 20


• “This is the only path; there is none other for the purification of insight.”
Dhammapada 20
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Band 2, 7 marks 
The first paragraph is an explanation of the Eightfold Path and is not needed. The 
answer does give alternative viewpoints but does not specifically refer to whether the 
Eightfold Path is all that Buddhists need to live a good life. The answer does not use 
any connectives that indicate evaluation, not does it have any language associated with 
judgements being formulated. 
There is accurate knowledge, but the answer is descriptive in parts. Knowledge is not 
used effectively to analyse/evaluate this issue. The answer might be improved by 
accepting the final paragraph as a judgement but, as it fails to refer back to the 
question, the answer still sits within Band 2. Overall, this answer does not maintain a 
focus on the question being asked. 
There is good use of specialist language (Middle Way, nirvana, enlightenment, precepts, 
temple, meditating, retreats) but limited reference to sources of wisdom and authority 
(using the teachings of the Buddha i.e. the Eightfold Path) in paragraph 2.
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Band 3, 12 marks 
This is a very good answer; a detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on good knowledge and understanding of the Eightfold Path, the Four Noble 
Truths and the precepts. Effective use is made of connectives with alternative 
viewpoints considered and judgements being made. 
The answer starts with an argument that is backed up with relevant points; a 
judgement is made by referring to the Five Precepts to make a point, although 
the listing of the Five Precepts is not needed. Paragraph 1 ends by linking back 
to the question. 
A further argument is put forward and backed up (paragraph 2), a judgement is 
reached while making good use of the Eightfold Path to exemplify. 
The answer goes on to make a reasonable point in paragraph 3 where 
overcoming dukkha is equated with living a good life. The answer loses some 
focus in the final paragraph where it refers to the Eightfold Path being the ‘most 
important teaching’ as this was not the question. 
Specialist language is used throughout the answer (sila, nirvana, dukkha, 
samadhi, panna, Four Noble Truths). References to the teachings of the Buddha 
(components of the Eightfold Path, Four Noble Truths, precepts) are appropriate 
sources of wisdom and authority.
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Band 3, 12 marks 
This answer makes good use of connectives to move on the discussion and to 
show analysis, with evidence of judgements being made. 
In paragraph 1 an argument is put forward, backed up and a judgement made 
(equating a good life with reaching nirvana). Following the meditation section of 
the Eightfold Path is a relevant argument in the second paragraph, with a 
judgement being made and the implication that living a good life leads to 
becoming an arahant.  
The final paragraph is strong with focus on the question being evident. 
Specialist language is used throughout the answer (sila, precepts, nirvana, 
samadhi, meditation, enlightenment, vipassana, mettabhavana, Theravada, 
arahant, panna, dharmas, karuna, metta, ahimsa).  
Appropriate sources of wisdom and authority are included (Siddartha Gautama, 
Buddha’s teachings, Theravada)
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 (d) ‘The Eightfold Path is all that Buddhists need to live a good life.’


  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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LEVEL DESCRIPTORS/MARKING BANDS 


Question 2(b) AO1 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  


Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
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PART A 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS, TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – BUDDHISM 


Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 


(b) Describe the Buddha’s enlightenment. [5] 


Refer to the marking bands for question (b).


• After 6 years of renunciation he started to follow the ‘Middle Way’.


• He vowed to sit in meditation until he had achieved enlightenment.


• He had to overcome temptations to abandon his quest.


• Mara and his daughters tried many different ways to tempt him.


• During his meditation he remembered his previous lives and realised that
everything is always changing (anicca) and that desire (tanha) leads suffering
(dukkha).


• He was liberated from all desire, greed and ignorance and experienced peace.


• After 12 hours of meditation he experienced nirvana and became enlightened.


• His enlightenment was witnessed by the earth – when he touched the ground.


Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• “Oh house-builder! You are seen, you shall build no house again. All your rafters
are broken, your roof-tree is destroyed. My mind has reached the unconditioned;
the end of craving has been attained.” Dhammapada 154












1 








Band 3, 5 marks 
The answer starts with some information that is not really relevant to this question 
(Buddha leaving the palace, the Four Sights). The rest of the answer is thorough - 
coherent and detailed, even though it doesn’t cover everything that is in the 
mark scheme. This answer shows awareness of the events and writes an excellent 
description. Specialist language is used throughout the answer (ascetic, bodhi 
tree, meditate, Mara). Sources of wisdom and authority are not essential in the (b) 
answers.
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Band 3, 5 marks 
This answer gets straight to the point and includes much of the content set out in 
the mark scheme e.g. sitting under the tree, role of Mara, Gautama being 
tempted, touching the earth to witness his enlightenment. The description is 
accurate and coherent. Specialist language is used throughout the answer 
(meditated, demon, tempt, inner cravings). Sources of wisdom and authority are 
not essential in the (b) answers.
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Band 2, 3 marks 
This answer includes irrelevant information (Gautama left the palace, the Four 
Sights, extreme asceticism, near drowning, supernatural being). This has an 
impact on the amount of time that was left to answer the question. The answer 
includes some relevant information (bodhi tree, Gautama ‘found’ enlightenment) 
and shows some awareness as illustrated by the use of language (vowed never to 
arise until he found the truth). There is some use of specialist language (bodhi, 
truth, vowed).
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PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Buddhism


 (b) Describe the Buddha’s enlightenment. [5]
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