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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Blood Brothers 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


Look closely at how Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone speak and behave here. 
What does it reveal to an audience about them? [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1 mark Simple general comments. 
2-4 marks Answers will tend towards reorganisation, with some 


awareness/discussion/empathy for 3–4. 
5-7 marks Candidates will track through the extract selecting and 


highlighting relevant detail. For 7, discussion of how the two 
women speak and behave in the extract will be thorough and 
thoughtful. 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly assured, evaluative and 
analytical, with sensitive appreciation of how Mrs Lyons and 
Mrs Johnstone speak and behave in the extract. There is 
likely to be close attention to the tensions in this extract and its 
implications for the characters involved. 


1 4 
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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How does Charles Dickens use the character of Fred to highlight some 
aspects of Victorian society?  [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Answers will be based on patchy, simple and general narrative. 


5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on relatively simple, and probably 
patchy, narrative, with some awareness of the character of Fred, 
although specific detail will still be thin in this band. There may be 
some awareness and discussion of aspects of Victorian society. 


10-14 marks Answers will contain apt detail from the novel, and have an
increasingly clear focus on Fred, his relationships with others, 
and involvement in key events. Thoroughness and thoughtfulness 
will be evident at 13/14. There will be some grasp of how Fred 
highlights some aspects of Victorian Society in this band (e.g. 
poverty, charity, family, and so on).  


15-20 marks Answers will be assured in their consideration of the presentation
of the character of Fred and how he highlights aspects of 
Victorian society. Towards the top of the mark range they will be 
increasingly evaluative. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


3 3 
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


Look closely at how Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone speak and behave here. What 
does it reveal to an audience about them? [10]
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Sticky Note

Understands the characters and the relationship between them



Sticky Note

Begins to discuss aspects of style and structure







Sticky Note

Makes more detailed reference to the text







Sticky Note

Tracks the changing relationship between Mickey and Eddie demonstrating knowledge of the text



Sticky Note

Selects and highlights key changes in the relationship and reasons for this







Sticky Note

12 marksThere is detailed coverage of the text with some evaluation of textual details.Focused responseHighlights the key points in the changing relationship with some discussion of how this is presented in the text
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Blood Brothers 


How is the changing relationship between Mickey and Edward presented 
throughout Blood Brothers? [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO2 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1-4 marks Answers will be based on simple, patchy narrative. 
5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on fairly simple narrative, with 


awareness, empathy and some discussion of the changing 
relationship between Mickey and Edward emerging at 8–9. 


10-14 marks Candidates will reveal an increasingly sound and detailed
knowledge of the play used to support their discussion of the 
changing relationship between Mickey and Edward and how it 
is presented throughout the play. For 13–14, responses will be 
thoughtful and thorough. 


15-20 marks Responses will be detailed, sensitive, and evaluative in their
discussion of the changing relationship between Mickey and 
Edward, with increased success in addressing the issue of 
how it is presented throughout the play at the top of the band. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


1 5 
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


How is the changing relationship between Mickey and Edward presented throughout 
Blood Brothers? [20]
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Either,


How does Charles Dickens use the character of Fred to highlight some aspects of 
Victorian society? [20]
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A Christmas Carol












Sticky Note

Selects evidence from the text and demonstrates knowledge of the plot







Sticky Note

Narrative in placesMakes generalised references to the main aspects of the text



Sticky Note

Makes simple comments on particular features of structure







Sticky Note

Begins to select relevant detail



Sticky Note

8 marksStruggles to develop ideas and reference superstition in the play beyond some basic pointsBegins to reference specifics from the text but mostly generalised points and paraphrasing
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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The Narrator says, ‘‘And do we blame superstition for what came to pass?’’ 
How is the theme of superstition presented in Blood Brothers? [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO2 (67%). 


 
As with all open questions of this type, please bear in mind that opinion is free, 
and judge according to the marking guidelines. 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1-4 marks Simple, patchy narrative, at a general level. 
5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on fairly simple narrative with an 


awareness of, and some discussion of, superstition in the play 
with, probably, empathy at the top of this mark range. 


10-14 marks Candidates will use a sound and detailed knowledge of the 
text to support their discussion of how superstition is 
presented in the play which will become increasingly 
thoughtful and thorough at the top of this band. 


15-20 marks Discussion of how superstition is presented in the play will be 
assured and evaluative, through overview as well as through 
direct reference, and with increasing sensitivity. The narrator’s 
quotation may be used to anchor a discussion that ranges 
confidently across the whole play, but this is not essential if 
the question is addressed directly without focusing on the 
quotation. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
  


1 6 
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


The Narrator says, ‘‘And do we blame superstition for what came to pass?’’ How is the 
theme of superstition presented in Blood Brothers? [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


1 6


1 4 1 5 1 6


1 6


1 4 1 5












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








2 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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How does the presentation of children in A Christmas Carol highlight 
important issues in Victorian society? [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 
 
As with all relatively open questions, there is no set way to approach this 
question, so be flexible in judging what is offered, and use the guidelines for fine 
tuning your marking. 
 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Answers will be based on patchy, simple and general narrative. 


 
5-9 marks  Answers will be based on simple narrative and judgements with 


some discussion of children in the novel for 8-9. There may be 
some discussion of important issues in Victorian society but this 
is likely to be divorced from any discussion of children in the 
book. 
 


10-14 marks Answers will be more selective and focused, with apt use of detail 
to support a discussion of how the presentation of children in the 
book highlights important issues in Victorian Society. At 13-14 
discussion will be more thoughtfully developed. Discussion of 
presentation may still be mostly implicit at this level. 
 


15-20 marks Answers will be sensitive and increasingly evaluative in their 
discussion of how the presentation of children in the book 
highlights important issues in Victorian Society. There will be an 
increasingly confident consideration of how the presentation of 
children achieves this, particularly towards the top of the mark 
range. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
 


  


3 4 
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How does the presentation of children in A Christmas Carol highlight important issues in 
Victorian society? [20]
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Blood Brothers 


How is the changing relationship between Mickey and Edward presented 
throughout Blood Brothers? [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO2 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1-4 marks Answers will be based on simple, patchy narrative. 
5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on fairly simple narrative, with 


awareness, empathy and some discussion of the changing 
relationship between Mickey and Edward emerging at 8–9. 


10-14 marks Candidates will reveal an increasingly sound and detailed
knowledge of the play used to support their discussion of the 
changing relationship between Mickey and Edward and how it 
is presented throughout the play. For 13–14, responses will be 
thoughtful and thorough. 


15-20 marks Responses will be detailed, sensitive, and evaluative in their
discussion of the changing relationship between Mickey and 
Edward, with increased success in addressing the issue of 
how it is presented throughout the play at the top of the band. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


1 5 












Sticky Note

Understands the characters and the relationship between them



Sticky Note

Begins to discuss aspects of style and structure







Sticky Note

Makes more detailed reference to the text







Sticky Note

Tracks the changing relationship between Mickey and Eddie demonstrating knowledge of the text



Sticky Note

Selects and highlights key changes in the relationship and reasons for this







Sticky Note

12 marksThere is detailed coverage of the text with some evaluation of textual details.Focused responseHighlights the key points in the changing relationship with some discussion of how this is presented in the text
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


How is the changing relationship between Mickey and Edward presented throughout 
Blood Brothers? [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


1 5


1 4 1 5 1 6


1 6


1 4 1 5












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








13 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








Q13 

























 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


3 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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The Narrator says, ‘‘And do we blame superstition for what came to pass?’’ 
How is the theme of superstition presented in Blood Brothers? [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO2 (67%). 


 
As with all open questions of this type, please bear in mind that opinion is free, 
and judge according to the marking guidelines. 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1-4 marks Simple, patchy narrative, at a general level. 
5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on fairly simple narrative with an 


awareness of, and some discussion of, superstition in the play 
with, probably, empathy at the top of this mark range. 


10-14 marks Candidates will use a sound and detailed knowledge of the 
text to support their discussion of how superstition is 
presented in the play which will become increasingly 
thoughtful and thorough at the top of this band. 


15-20 marks Discussion of how superstition is presented in the play will be 
assured and evaluative, through overview as well as through 
direct reference, and with increasing sensitivity. The narrator’s 
quotation may be used to anchor a discussion that ranges 
confidently across the whole play, but this is not essential if 
the question is addressed directly without focusing on the 
quotation. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
  


1 6 












Sticky Note

Selects evidence from the text and demonstrates knowledge of the plot







Sticky Note

Narrative in placesMakes generalised references to the main aspects of the text



Sticky Note

Makes simple comments on particular features of structure







Sticky Note

Begins to select relevant detail



Sticky Note

8 marksStruggles to develop ideas and reference superstition in the play beyond some basic pointsBegins to reference specifics from the text but mostly generalised points and paraphrasing
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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A Christmas Carol 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following 
question: 


How does Charles Dickens create mood and atmosphere here? Refer 
closely to the extract in your answer. [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Brief responses with very simple, general comments on what is 
happening in the extract. 


2-4 marks Answers will be dependent on re-telling, with some discussion 
and awareness, for example, at 4. 


5-7 marks Candidates will track through the extract, selecting and 
highlighting relevant detail. For 7, candidates will discuss 
relevant detail thoughtfully and thoroughly with some clear 
understanding of the relevance of this discussion between 
Scrooge and the spirit. 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly closely read, evaluative, assured 
and, at the top of this band, analytical of Dickens’ use of 
language, and have an overview of the significance and style of 
the extract. There will be a clear awareness of where this occurs 
in the novel and of the significance of this moment to Scrooge. 


3 2 
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


The Narrator says, ‘‘And do we blame superstition for what came to pass?’’ How is the 
theme of superstition presented in Blood Brothers? [20]
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Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does Dickens create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the extract in 
your answer. [10]
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“This court,” said Scrooge, “through which we hurry now, is where my place of occupation is, 
and has been for a length of time. I see the house. Let me behold what I shall be in days to come.” 


The Spirit stopped; the hand was pointed elsewhere. 
“The house is yonder,” Scrooge exclaimed. “Why do you point away?” 
The inexorable finger underwent no change. 
Scrooge hastened to the window of his office, and looked in. It was an office still, but not his. 


The furniture was not the same, and the figure in the chair was not himself. The Phantom pointed as 
before. 


He joined it once again, and, wondering why and whither he had gone, accompanied it until they 
reached an iron gate. He paused to look round before entering. 


A churchyard. Here, then, the wretched man, whose name he had now to learn, lay underneath 
the ground. It was a worthy place. Walled in by houses; overrun by grass and weeds, the growth of 
vegetation’s death, not life; choked up with too much burying; fat with repleted appetite. A worthy 
place!


The Spirit stood among the graves, and pointed down to One. He advanced towards it trembling. 
The Phantom was exactly as it had been, but he dreaded that he saw new meaning in its solemn 
shape. 


“Before I draw nearer to that stone to which you point,” said Scrooge, “answer me one question. 
Are these the shadows of the things that Will be, or are they shadows of the things that May be only?” 


Still the Ghost pointed downward to the grave by which it stood. 
“Men’s courses will foreshadow certain ends, to which, if persevered in, they must lead,” said 


Scrooge. “But, if the courses be departed from, the ends will change. Say it is thus with what you 
show me!” 


The Spirit was immovable as ever. 
Scrooge crept towards it, trembling as he went; and, following the finger, read upon the stone of 


the neglected grave his own name, EBENEZER SCROOGE.
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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How does Charles Dickens use the character of Fred to highlight some 
aspects of Victorian society?  [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Answers will be based on patchy, simple and general narrative. 


5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on relatively simple, and probably 
patchy, narrative, with some awareness of the character of Fred, 
although specific detail will still be thin in this band. There may be 
some awareness and discussion of aspects of Victorian society. 


10-14 marks Answers will contain apt detail from the novel, and have an
increasingly clear focus on Fred, his relationships with others, 
and involvement in key events. Thoroughness and thoughtfulness 
will be evident at 13/14. There will be some grasp of how Fred 
highlights some aspects of Victorian Society in this band (e.g. 
poverty, charity, family, and so on).  


15-20 marks Answers will be assured in their consideration of the presentation
of the character of Fred and how he highlights aspects of 
Victorian society. Towards the top of the mark range they will be 
increasingly evaluative. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


3 3 
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Either,


How does Charles Dickens use the character of Fred to highlight some aspects of 
Victorian society? [20]
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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A View From The Bridge 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following 
question: 
 
Look closely at how Eddie and Alfieri speak and behave here. How does it 
create mood and atmosphere for an audience? [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1 mark Brief, with very simple, general comments on what is happening 


in the extract. 
 


2-4 marks Answers will be general, and dependent on relatively simple 
narrative/reorganisation, with some 
discussion/awareness/empathy for 4. 
 


5-7 marks Answers will still be reliant on narrative, but will include 
highlighting of specific detail. For 7, answers will be thoughtful 
and thorough in their discussion of the extract, looking at its 
events and the speech and behaviour of Eddie and Alfieri, and 
how these aspects create mood and atmosphere. 
 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly assured and evaluative, with a 
sensitive discussion of the extract. At the top of this band, the 
“how” will be addressed with some success - with close reading 
of the stage directions, for example. 


1 7 












2 
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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How does the presentation of children in A Christmas Carol highlight 
important issues in Victorian society? [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 
 
As with all relatively open questions, there is no set way to approach this 
question, so be flexible in judging what is offered, and use the guidelines for fine 
tuning your marking. 
 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Answers will be based on patchy, simple and general narrative. 


 
5-9 marks  Answers will be based on simple narrative and judgements with 


some discussion of children in the novel for 8-9. There may be 
some discussion of important issues in Victorian society but this 
is likely to be divorced from any discussion of children in the 
book. 
 


10-14 marks Answers will be more selective and focused, with apt use of detail 
to support a discussion of how the presentation of children in the 
book highlights important issues in Victorian Society. At 13-14 
discussion will be more thoughtfully developed. Discussion of 
presentation may still be mostly implicit at this level. 
 


15-20 marks Answers will be sensitive and increasingly evaluative in their 
discussion of how the presentation of children in the book 
highlights important issues in Victorian Society. There will be an 
increasingly confident consideration of how the presentation of 
children achieves this, particularly towards the top of the mark 
range. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
 


  


3 4 












Candidate A



Sticky Note

Tries to define the mood and atmosphere but doesn't really relate them to the situation here.



Sticky Note

Some relevant detail and comments



Sticky Note

Some detailed comments on the mood and atmosphere and understanding of the frustration felt by Alfieri. Just about into 5 marks.



Sticky Note

Possible task: Add more comments to show understanding of what is happening between the two characters here and how this creates mood and atmosphere.
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How does the presentation of children in A Christmas Carol highlight important issues in 
Victorian society? [20]
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3 4


A Christmas Carol 
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Sticky Note

Some understanding and focus



Sticky Note

Some Selection of relevant detail



Sticky Note

4 marksBrief. Makes simple comments
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Lord of the Flies 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


How does Golding create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the 
extract in your answer. [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Brief responses, with simple comments on what is happening in the 
extract. 


2-4 marks Answers will be dependent on reorganisation, with some 
discussion/awareness, and perhaps, empathy, for 3–4. 


5-7 marks Candidates will track through the extract selecting and highlighting 
relevant detail. For 7, discussion of the extract and its perceived 
mood and atmosphere will be thorough and detailed. 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly assured, evaluative and analytical, with 
sensitive appreciation of Golding’s use of language, particularly at 
the top of the mark range. There may well be some attention to the 
wider significance of the extract linked to close reading from within it. 


3 5 
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Lord of the Flies


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does Golding create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the extract in 
your answer. [10]
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3 5


3 5 3 6 3 7


3 7


3 5 3 6
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Where the pink cliffs rose out of the ground there were often narrow tracks winding upwards. 
They could edge along them, deep in the plant world, their faces to the rock.


‘What made this track?’
Jack paused, wiping the sweat from his face. Ralph stood by him, breathless.
‘Men?’
Jack shook his head.
‘Animals.’
Ralph peered into the darkness under the trees. The forest minutely vibrated.
‘Come on.’
The difficulty was not the steep ascent round the shoulders of rock, but the occasional plunges 


through the undergrowth to get to the next path. Here, the roots and stems of creepers were in 
such tangles that the boys had to thread through them like pliant needles. Their only guide, apart 
from the brown ground and occasional flashes of light through the foliage, was the tendency of 
slope: whether this hole, laced as it was with cables of creeper, stood higher than that.


Somehow, they moved up.
Immured in these tangles, at perhaps their most difficult moment, Ralph turned with shining eyes 


to the others.
‘Wacco.’
‘Wizard.’
‘Smashing.’
The cause of their pleasure was not obvious. All three were hot, dirty and exhausted. Ralph was 


badly scratched. The creepers were as thick as their thighs and left little but tunnels for further 
penetration. Ralph shouted experimentally and they listened to the muted echoes.


‘This is real exploring,’ said Jack. ‘I bet nobody’s been here before.’
‘We ought to draw a map,’ said Ralph, ‘only we haven’t any paper.’
‘We could make scratches on bark,’ said Simon, ‘and rub black stuff in.’
Again the solemn communication of shining eyes in the gloom.
‘Wacco.’
‘Wizard.’












Sticky Note

12 marksSelects relevant detail from the text to support judgmentsBegins to set in the social and historical context more securelyDemonstrates understanding of character



Sticky Note

Begins to probe the subtext and makes links to the social and historical context





		Blank Page










 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 










		Blank Page










 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 







© WJEC CBAC Ltd 21 


Lord of the Flies 


‘Piggy never stood a chance once the boys were alone on the island’. How far 
do you agree with this statement?  Remember to support your answer with 
reference to the novel and comment on its social, cultural and historical 
context. [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


As with all relatively open questions, there is no set way to approach this question, so 
be flexible in judging what is offered, and use the guidelines for fine tuning your 
marking. 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Simple comments and general narrative, with little real focus on 
Piggy. 


5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on relatively simple, and probably 
patchy, narrative, with some awareness of the character of Piggy 
and his relationships with the other boys relating to the statement, 
although specific detail will still be thin in this band. There may be 
some awareness and discussion of context. 


10-14 marks Answers will reveal a sound knowledge of the text and of the 
character of Piggy to support a focused, detailed discussion of the 
statement. For 13–14 answers will be thorough and thoughtful. 
Contextual issues, such as social class and violence, will begin to be 
discussed. 


15-20 marks Answers will be confidently evaluative with a clear appreciation of 
Piggy and whether he ever stood a chance once the boys were 
alone on the island. There will be application of relevant context to 
this discussion with increasing assurance towards the top of the 
mark range. Towards the top of the band there may also well be 
increasing success in addressing how far the candidate agrees with 
the statement through evaluation. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


3 6 
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Lord of the Flies


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Either,


‘Piggy never stood a chance once the boys were alone on the island.’ How far do you 
agree with this statement? Remember to support your answer with reference to the 
novel and comment on its social, cultural and historical context. [20]
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Sticky Note

Assured exploration of the ways meaning is conveyed through language, structure and form



Sticky Note

Increasingly assured selection and incorporation of relevant detail



Sticky Note

Confident judgments made







Sticky Note

Assured exploration and evaluation of how meaning is conveyed through language, structure and form



Sticky Note

Evaluates characters and the changing relationship between them well







Sticky Note

Understanding of the importance of the structure demonstrated



Sticky Note

16 marksMakes increasingly assured selectionsConveys ideas persuasively with apt textual supportBegins to include confident analysis of stylistic features
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Sticky Note

Shows a clear understanding of the social and historical contexts



Sticky Note

Evaluates character and makes links to the context







Sticky Note

Handles the text with confidenceConveys ideas persuasively with apt textual support



Sticky Note

Evaluates characters and relationships whilst discussing their motivations 







Sticky Note

16 marksHandles the text with confidenceMoves analysis between the general and specificDemonstrates a clear level of understanding of the text and the social and historical contextAssured
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Show how violence is presented as important throughout Lord of the Flies. 
Remember to support your answer with reference to the events of the novel 
and comment on its social, cultural and historical context. [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


 
As with all relatively open questions, there is no set way to approach this 
question, so be flexible in judging what is offered, and use the guidelines for fine 
tuning your marking. 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1-4 marks Answers will be simple and with only general comments about 


violence. 
5-9 marks Answers will be based on narrative, with some awareness of 


the violence as presented in the book, perhaps in general 
terms. Empathy, perhaps, for 8–9. 


10-14 marks Candidates will reveal an increasingly sound and detailed 
knowledge of the novel, used to support their discussion of the 
presentation of violence as important in the book. For 13–14, 
responses will be thoughtful and thorough. There will be some 
grasp of the novel’s context in this band (e.g. social power, 
conflict, and so on). 


15-20 marks Responses will be detailed, sensitive, and evaluative in their 
consideration of the presentation of violence as important in 
the book. This discussion will also be embedded in a 
consideration of the context of the novel applied to the idea of 
the importance of violence on the island. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 


3 7 
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Lord of the Flies


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Or,


Show how violence is presented as important throughout Lord of the Flies. Remember 
to support your answer with reference to the events of the novel and comment on its 
social, cultural and historical context. [20]
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Blood Brothers 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


Look closely at how Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone speak and behave here. 
What does it reveal to an audience about them? [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
1 mark Simple general comments. 
2-4 marks Answers will tend towards reorganisation, with some 


awareness/discussion/empathy for 3–4. 
5-7 marks Candidates will track through the extract selecting and 


highlighting relevant detail. For 7, discussion of how the two 
women speak and behave in the extract will be thorough and 
thoughtful. 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly assured, evaluative and 
analytical, with sensitive appreciation of how Mrs Lyons and 
Mrs Johnstone speak and behave in the extract. There is 
likely to be close attention to the tensions in this extract and its 
implications for the characters involved. 


1 4 












Sticky Note

Focused. Assured selection of evidence from the extract



Sticky Note

Probes sub-text with confidence and offers tentative judgments



Sticky Note

Appreciation of how language is used to convey meaning.



Sticky Note

Assured analysis of stylistic features







Sticky Note

Evaluates character and forms opinions underpinned by apt textual evidence



Sticky Note

Evaluates character motives and attitudes



Sticky Note

8 marksConsistently handles the text with confidenceClear overview and moves from the specific to generalAssured analysis of stylistic features
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


Look closely at how Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone speak and behave here. What 
does it reveal to an audience about them? [10]
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1 4


1 4 1 5 1 6


1 6


1 4 1 5
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Lord of the Flies 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


How does Golding create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the 
extract in your answer. [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Brief responses, with simple comments on what is happening in the 
extract. 


2-4 marks Answers will be dependent on reorganisation, with some 
discussion/awareness, and perhaps, empathy, for 3–4. 


5-7 marks Candidates will track through the extract selecting and highlighting 
relevant detail. For 7, discussion of the extract and its perceived 
mood and atmosphere will be thorough and detailed. 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly assured, evaluative and analytical, with 
sensitive appreciation of Golding’s use of language, particularly at 
the top of the mark range. There may well be some attention to the 
wider significance of the extract linked to close reading from within it. 


3 5 












Sticky Note

Some understanding and focus



Sticky Note

Some Selection of relevant detail



Sticky Note

4 marksBrief. Makes simple comments












Sticky Note

Starts to address the question



Sticky Note

Tracks through the text. Selects and highlights



Sticky Note

6 marksPatchyGeneral overview of the extract.Selects and highlights. 
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Lord of the Flies


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does Golding create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the extract in 
your answer. [10]
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Where the pink cliffs rose out of the ground there were often narrow tracks winding upwards. 
They could edge along them, deep in the plant world, their faces to the rock.


‘What made this track?’
Jack paused, wiping the sweat from his face. Ralph stood by him, breathless.
‘Men?’
Jack shook his head.
‘Animals.’
Ralph peered into the darkness under the trees. The forest minutely vibrated.
‘Come on.’
The difficulty was not the steep ascent round the shoulders of rock, but the occasional plunges 


through the undergrowth to get to the next path. Here, the roots and stems of creepers were in 
such tangles that the boys had to thread through them like pliant needles. Their only guide, apart 
from the brown ground and occasional flashes of light through the foliage, was the tendency of 
slope: whether this hole, laced as it was with cables of creeper, stood higher than that.


Somehow, they moved up.
Immured in these tangles, at perhaps their most difficult moment, Ralph turned with shining eyes 


to the others.
‘Wacco.’
‘Wizard.’
‘Smashing.’
The cause of their pleasure was not obvious. All three were hot, dirty and exhausted. Ralph was 


badly scratched. The creepers were as thick as their thighs and left little but tunnels for further 
penetration. Ralph shouted experimentally and they listened to the muted echoes.


‘This is real exploring,’ said Jack. ‘I bet nobody’s been here before.’
‘We ought to draw a map,’ said Ralph, ‘only we haven’t any paper.’
‘We could make scratches on bark,’ said Simon, ‘and rub black stuff in.’
Again the solemn communication of shining eyes in the gloom.
‘Wacco.’
‘Wizard.’





















Candidate B




















 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes 
demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that 
work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 


MARKS  


extract essay 
Critical response to texts (AO1) 
*Assessed in all questions  


Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Section A extract and essay and 
Section B extract. 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Section B essay 


0 0 Nothing written, or what is written is irrelevant to the text or not worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 


Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some misreadings; 
make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about 
stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are likely to impede communication on occasions. Structure and organisation is limited and meaning is often unclear. 


2-4 5-9 


Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; make 
generalised reference to relevant aspects of the text, 
echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on 
particular features of style and structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling has some errors. There is some attempt to structure and organise writing and meaning is clear in places. 


5-7 10-14 


Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing confidence; select 
and evaluate relevant textual details; understand and 
demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes and 
settings to affect the reader; convey ideas clearly and 
appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure 
combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how 
meanings and ideas are conveyed through 
language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
set texts in contexts more securely; 
begin to see how texts have been influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is generally good but with occasional errors. Structure and organisation is secure and meaning is generally clear. 


8-10 15-20 


Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and 
incorporation of relevant detail; 
are able to speculate/offer tentative judgements; 
evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move 
from the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language 
to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the 
ways meaning, ideas and feeling are conveyed 
through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of 
stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and historical 
contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural and 
historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition shown; at 
the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/ 
cultural and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


Grammar, punctuation and spelling is largely accurate. Structure and organisation is accomplished and meaning is clear. 
 


* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings 
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Lord of the Flies 


‘Piggy never stood a chance once the boys were alone on the island’. How far 
do you agree with this statement?  Remember to support your answer with 
reference to the novel and comment on its social, cultural and historical 
context. [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%). 


As with all relatively open questions, there is no set way to approach this question, so 
be flexible in judging what is offered, and use the guidelines for fine tuning your 
marking. 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Simple comments and general narrative, with little real focus on 
Piggy. 


5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on relatively simple, and probably 
patchy, narrative, with some awareness of the character of Piggy 
and his relationships with the other boys relating to the statement, 
although specific detail will still be thin in this band. There may be 
some awareness and discussion of context. 


10-14 marks Answers will reveal a sound knowledge of the text and of the 
character of Piggy to support a focused, detailed discussion of the 
statement. For 13–14 answers will be thorough and thoughtful. 
Contextual issues, such as social class and violence, will begin to be 
discussed. 


15-20 marks Answers will be confidently evaluative with a clear appreciation of 
Piggy and whether he ever stood a chance once the boys were 
alone on the island. There will be application of relevant context to 
this discussion with increasing assurance towards the top of the 
mark range. Towards the top of the band there may also well be 
increasing success in addressing how far the candidate agrees with 
the statement through evaluation. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


3 6 












Sticky Note

Displays some understanding of the text



Sticky Note

8 marksLacks developmentLimited contextShows some understandingParaphrases



Sticky Note

Makes simple comments












Candidate B



Sticky Note

Introduction has focus and some social context.



Sticky Note

Detailed and engaged discussion showing sound understanding of character.







Sticky Note

Further narrative led discussion followed by an attempt to link to historical context.



Sticky Note

Sensible point shows understanding of social context, historical addition about author's background does not add much.







Sticky Note

Some thoughtful relation of detail and events to a discussion of Ralph's character. Aware of context, better when related to detail. 13 marks



Sticky Note

Possible task: Bring in some more events linked to Ralph and relate them to the social context presented by the boys on the island.
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Lord of the Flies


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Either,


‘Piggy never stood a chance once the boys were alone on the island.’ How far do you 
agree with this statement? Remember to support your answer with reference to the 
novel and comment on its social, cultural and historical context. [20]
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3 6


3 5 3 6 3 7


3 7


3 5 3 6












Sticky Note

Responds to the question with some knowledge demonstrated



Sticky Note

General overview of character







Sticky Note

Make more detailed reference to the text and events within it



Sticky Note

Begins to link to the social and historical context



Sticky Note

10 marksMakes more detailed reference to events in the textBegins to make comments relating to the social and historical contextNot always fully focused on the question
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Sticky Note

Overview of the text and character



Sticky Note

Begins to draw on the social and historical context through text's message



Sticky Note

Makes more detailed reference to the text and makes thoughtful points







Sticky Note

Clear grasp of the social and historical context



Sticky Note

Understands how the writer uses ideas and themes to affect the reader







Sticky Note

14 marksA thoughtful and thorough responseDetailed references are made to the textProbes subtext Clear grasp of the social and historical contexts





























Candidate C



Sticky Note

Quite closely read, immediately looking at the dynamics between the two characters.



Sticky Note

Closely read and quite perceptive here. 



Sticky Note

A wider understanding of Eddie's character helps to support a detailed insight.







Sticky Note

Clear awareness of structure and style.



Sticky Note

Ends with an effective comment on a stage direction. Sometimes perceptive, a confident and detailed response. 9 marks.



Sticky Note

Possible task: highlight extract showing where this response has referred to a range of detail without always quoting.
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A View From The Bridge


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


Look closely at how Eddie and Alfieri speak and behave here. How does it create mood 
and atmosphere for an audience? [10]
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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How is the character of Catherine important to the play as a whole?  [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO2 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Responses will be general and simple, revealing a sketchy 
knowledge of the text. 


5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on fairly simple narrative, with 
awareness, empathy and some discussion of Catherine 
emerging at 8/9.  


10-14 marks Candidates will reveal an increasingly sound and detailed 
knowledge of the play used to support their discussion of 
Catherine and how important she is to the play as a whole. 
For 13/14, responses will be thoughtful and thorough. 


15-20 marks Responses will be detailed, sensitive, and evaluative in their 
discussion of Catherine, with increased success in 
addressing the issue of how important she is to the play as a 
whole at the top of the band.  


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


1 8 












Candidate A



Sticky Note

A relevant discussion that so far lacks supporting examples or detail.



Sticky Note

Direct response to the question asked, with some reference to key relationships within the play.







Sticky Note

Comments on relevant events and shows  knowledge of detail.



Sticky Note

Limited coverage of events and detail but does show relevant knowledge of character and answers the question directly. 11 marks



Sticky Note

Possible task: bring in some detail and events from later in the play to develop this response.
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A View From The Bridge


Either,


How is the character of Catherine important to the play as a whole? [20]
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
 







© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


8 


'Jealousy destroys Eddie and then his whole family.' How far do you agree 
with this statement? [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO2 (67%).  
 
As with all relatively open questions, there is no set way to approach this 
question, so be flexible in judging what is offered, and use the guidelines for fine 
tuning your marking. 
 
0 marks  
 


Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1-4 marks  
 


Simple comments and general narrative, with little real focus on 
jealousy. 
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be based on narrative, with some awareness of 
jealousy, perhaps in general terms. Empathy, perhaps, for 8-9.  
 


10-14 marks Candidates will reveal an increasingly sound and detailed 
knowledge of the play, used to support their discussion of the 
statement. For 13/14, responses will be thoughtful and thorough 
in their consideration of the task, beginning to address the idea 
of 'how far do you agree'. 
 


15-20 marks Responses will be detailed, sensitive, and evaluative in their 
consideration of the statement. There will be an engaged 
personal response that addresses the terms of the question 
directly, perhaps suggesting with some success that other 
things such as love and honour are also responsible for Eddie's 
demise and the destruction of the family. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
 
 
 


  


1 9 












Candidate B



Sticky Note

An engaged and direct response to the terms of the task. Effective opening shows some sound knowledge across the  play.



Sticky Note

Working through some events and detail to show support for the claims in the introduction.







Sticky Note

Sustained response working with a range of relevant detail.



Sticky Note

A thoughtful idea that widens the range of the response whilst maintaining a clear  focus on the task.







Sticky Note

Thoughtful and quite sustained. Uses some range of relevant detail to support an argument in a methodical manner. 14 marks.



Sticky Note

Possible task: Highlight points from each Act of the play to show whether the coverage is thorough.
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A View From The Bridge


Or,


‘Jealousy destroys Eddie and then his whole family.’ How far do you agree with this 
statement? [20]
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Unit 2B BAND CRITERIA (Contemporary drama and literary heritage prose) 
 
The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the three criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands. You are asked to place work 
initially within a band and then to fine-tune using the marks within the band. It is recognised that work will not always fit neatly into one of the descriptions. 
 
MARKS  
Extract Essay Critical response to texts (AO1) 


*Assessed in all questions 
Language, structure and form (AO2) 
*Assessed in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q2 (i) 


Social, cultural, and historical contexts (AO4) 
*Assessed in Q2 (ii) and (iii) 


0 0 Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 1-4 Candidates: 
rely on a narrative approach with some 
misreadings; make a personal response to the text. 


Candidates: 
may make generalised comments about stylistic effects. 


Candidates: 
make simple comments on textual background. 


Responses will show some appropriate quality of written communication. 


2-4 5-9 Candidates: 
display some understanding of main features; 
make generalised reference to relevant aspects of the 
text, echoing and paraphrasing; 
begin to select relevant detail. 


Candidates: 
recognise and make simple comments on particular features of style and 
structure. 


Candidates: 
show a limited awareness of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
begin to be aware how social/cultural and historical context is 
relevant to understanding the text(s). 


Responses will show generally appropriate quality of written communication. 


5-7 10-14 Candidates: 
make more detailed reference to text; 
discuss thoroughly, and increasingly thoughtfully, 
characters and relationships; 
probe the sub-text with increasing 
confidence; select and evaluate relevant 
textual details; 
understand and demonstrate how writers use ideas, themes 
and settings to affect the reader; 
convey ideas clearly and appropriately. 


Candidates: 
see how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects; 
show increasingly clear appreciation of how meanings and ideas are 
conveyed through language, structure and form. 


Candidates: 
are able to set texts in contexts more 
securely; begin to see how texts have been 
influential; 
have a clear grasp of social/cultural and historical context; 
begin to be able to relate texts to own and others’ 
experience. 


Responses will show generally correct quality of written communication. 


8-10 15-20 Candidates: 
make increasingly assured selection and incorporation of 
relevant detail and to speculate/offer tentative 
judgements; evaluate characters/relationships and 
attitudes/motives; 
at the highest level, consistently handle texts with 
confidence, have an overview and ability to move from 
the specific to the general; 
convey ideas persuasively and cogently with apt 
textual support. 


Candidates: 
show appreciation of how writers use language to achieve specific effects; 
make assured exploration and evaluation of the ways meaning, ideas and 
feeling are conveyed through language, structure and form; 
at the highest level, make assured analysis of stylistic features. 


Candidates: 
show a clear understanding of social/cultural and 
historical contexts; 
relate texts to own and others’ experience; 
identify and comment on importance of social/cultural 
and historical contexts. Awareness of literary tradition 
shown; 
at the highest level, show a clear understanding of social/cultural 
and historical contexts; 
relate details of text to literary background and explain how 
texts have been/are influential at different times. 


  Responses will show correct quality of written communication throughout. 


 
* Please see grid on the previous page for AO weightings in Q1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and Q.2 (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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A Christmas Carol 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following 
question: 


How does Charles Dickens create mood and atmosphere here? Refer 
closely to the extract in your answer. [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Brief responses with very simple, general comments on what is 
happening in the extract. 


2-4 marks Answers will be dependent on re-telling, with some discussion 
and awareness, for example, at 4. 


5-7 marks Candidates will track through the extract, selecting and 
highlighting relevant detail. For 7, candidates will discuss 
relevant detail thoughtfully and thoroughly with some clear 
understanding of the relevance of this discussion between 
Scrooge and the spirit. 


8-10 marks Answers will be increasingly closely read, evaluative, assured 
and, at the top of this band, analytical of Dickens’ use of 
language, and have an overview of the significance and style of 
the extract. There will be a clear awareness of where this occurs 
in the novel and of the significance of this moment to Scrooge. 


3 2 












Sticky Note

Focused. Selects and comments



Sticky Note

Tracks through the extract



Sticky Note

Begins to probe the text







Sticky Note

Increasingly clear appreciation of how meaning is conveyed



Sticky Note

Valid albeit  general







Sticky Note

6 marks.Patchy in places but does focus on the questionSelects and highlightsDemonstrates a good level of understanding 
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Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does Dickens create mood and atmosphere here? Refer closely to the extract in 
your answer. [10]
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A Christmas Carol 







Turn over.(3720UC0-1)


17


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


“This court,” said Scrooge, “through which we hurry now, is where my place of occupation is, 
and has been for a length of time. I see the house. Let me behold what I shall be in days to come.” 


The Spirit stopped; the hand was pointed elsewhere. 
“The house is yonder,” Scrooge exclaimed. “Why do you point away?” 
The inexorable finger underwent no change. 
Scrooge hastened to the window of his office, and looked in. It was an office still, but not his. 


The furniture was not the same, and the figure in the chair was not himself. The Phantom pointed as 
before. 


He joined it once again, and, wondering why and whither he had gone, accompanied it until they 
reached an iron gate. He paused to look round before entering. 


A churchyard. Here, then, the wretched man, whose name he had now to learn, lay underneath 
the ground. It was a worthy place. Walled in by houses; overrun by grass and weeds, the growth of 
vegetation’s death, not life; choked up with too much burying; fat with repleted appetite. A worthy 
place!


The Spirit stood among the graves, and pointed down to One. He advanced towards it trembling. 
The Phantom was exactly as it had been, but he dreaded that he saw new meaning in its solemn 
shape. 


“Before I draw nearer to that stone to which you point,” said Scrooge, “answer me one question. 
Are these the shadows of the things that Will be, or are they shadows of the things that May be only?” 


Still the Ghost pointed downward to the grave by which it stood. 
“Men’s courses will foreshadow certain ends, to which, if persevered in, they must lead,” said 


Scrooge. “But, if the courses be departed from, the ends will change. Say it is thus with what you 
show me!” 


The Spirit was immovable as ever. 
Scrooge crept towards it, trembling as he went; and, following the finger, read upon the stone of 


the neglected grave his own name, EBENEZER SCROOGE.












Sticky Note

Starts to address the question



Sticky Note

Tracks through the text. Selects and highlights



Sticky Note

6 marksPatchyGeneral overview of the extract.Selects and highlights. 
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Sticky Note

Focused. Assured selection of evidence from the extract



Sticky Note

Probes sub-text with confidence and offers tentative judgments



Sticky Note

Appreciation of how language is used to convey meaning.



Sticky Note

Assured analysis of stylistic features







Sticky Note

Evaluates character and forms opinions underpinned by apt textual evidence



Sticky Note

Evaluates character motives and attitudes



Sticky Note

8 marksConsistently handles the text with confidenceClear overview and moves from the specific to generalAssured analysis of stylistic features











