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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a AO3 4 16.5 3.9 20 82.5 2.6
1a AO4 4 16 4.2 20 80 2.6
1b AO3 11 11.4 3.3 20 56.8 7.3
1b AO4 11 10.5 2.7 20 52.7 7.3
2a AO3 49 14 4.1 20 70.1 32.5
2a AO4 49 14.1 4.3 20 70.6 32.5
2b AO3 15 13.1 6 20 65.7 9.9
2b AO4 15 12.9 5.6 20 64.3 9.9
3a AO3 24 12.5 4.8 20 62.3 15.9
3a AO4 24 12.5 4.9 20 62.5 15.9
3b AO3 26 12.8 4.7 20 63.8 17.2
3b AO4 26 12.5 4.7 20 62.3 17.2
4a AO3 11 10.9 4.6 20 54.5 7.3
4a AO4 11 10.8 4.4 20 54.1 7.3
4b AO3 9 16.2 2.5 20 81.1 6
4b AO4 9 16.9 2.9 20 84.4 6

If you are accessing this 
document in a web 
browser and are only 
able to see this single 
page, please download 
the document and re-
open it in Adobe Reader 
in order to fully access 
the exemplar material.
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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UNIT 5: MARKING GRID FOR CRITICAL AND ANALYTICAL RESPONSE IN WRITING [40] 


Marks 


AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in written forms, 
using a range of lexis and 
structure 


Marks 


AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of, and respond critically and analytically 
to, different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


17-20


• Excellent manipulation of the
language of study; almost error-
free


• A wide range of lexis and
idiomatic structures used


• Excellent use of language
appropriate to the task set


17-20 


• Excellent knowledge of different aspects
of the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities appropriate to the question
set


• Arguments and points of view developed
and justified by evidence from the source
material


• Conclusions drawn based on detailed
analysis of issues and themes


13-16


• Very good manipulation of the
language; some errors occur
when attempting more
sophisticated or abstract
contexts and structures


• A good range of lexis and
idiomatic structures used


• Very good use of language
appropriate to the task set


13-16 


• Very good knowledge of different aspects
of the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities appropriate to the question
set


• Arguments and points of view usually
justified by evidence from the source
material


• Conclusions usually drawn based on
analysis of issues and themes


9-12


• Sound manipulation of the
language of study; some errors
occur which are repeated


• A range of lexis and idiomatic
structures used


• Some evidence of language
appropriate to the task set


9-12 


• Good knowledge of different aspects of
the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities generally appropriate to the
question set


• Arguments and points of view are not
fully developed or justified by evidence
from the source material


• Conclusions are based on superficial
analysis of issues and themes


5-8


• Limited manipulation of the
language of study; high
incidence of elementary errors


• A limited range of lexis and
structures influenced by
English/Welsh idiom


• Limited use of language
appropriate to the task set


5-8 


• Limited knowledge of different aspects of
the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities and not always relevant to
the question set


• Response is descriptive rather than
critical


• Conclusions are unconvincing and not
based on an analysis of issues and
themes


1-4


• Very limited manipulation of the
language of study; sentences
fragmented


• Very few correct patterns or
features


• Virtually no use of language
appropriate to the task set


1-4 


• Very limited knowledge of different
aspects of the culture and society of
Spain and Spanish-speaking countries
and communities and generally
inappropriate to the question set


• Response is fragmentary. No critical
appreciation


• No conclusions drawn


0 • Nothing of value. 0 • Nothing of value.
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[40] 2. Laura Esquivel: Como agua para chocolate


(b) ¿Cuál es la importancia de los fantasmas y los espíritus en la novela?


AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may mention: 


• Spirit of Nacha


• Ghost of John Brown’s native American mother


• Spirit of Mamá Elena


• Spirits of Tita and Pedro at the end


The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look 
for and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Sticky Note

AO3 Language              Excellent manipulation of the language of study; almost error-free. A wide range of lexis and idiomatic structures used. Excellent use of language appropriate to the task set.                                                                                                                                    18 marks



Sticky Note

AO4 Cultural awarenessExcellent knowledge of different aspects of the culture and society of Spain and Spanish-speaking countries and communities appropriate to the question set. Arguments and points of view developed and justified by evidence from the source material Conclusions drawn based on detailed analysis of issues and themes.                                                                                                                               18 marks       



Sticky Note

AO3: 18 marks.AO4: 18 marks.Total: 36 marks.
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Responde a una pregunta (a) o (b). Escribe aproximadamente 400 palabras en español.


1. Luis de Castresana: El otro árbol de Guernica [40]


(a) Analiza el papel de los personajes jóvenes en ‘El otro árbol de Guernica’.


O


(b) Analiza el impacto de la Guerra Civil sobre los niños españoles en la novela.


[40]2. Laura Esquivel: Como agua para chocolate


(b) ¿Cuál es la importancia de los fantasmas y los espíritus en la novela?


3. Federico García Lorca: La casa de Bernarda Alba [40]


(a) Analiza el papel de La Poncia y María Josefa en ‘La casa de Bernarda Alba’.


O


(b) ¿Hasta qué punto refleja Adela el verdadero mensaje de la obra? 


4. Ramón Sender: Réquiem por un campesino español [40]


(a) Analiza cómo Mosén Millán recuerda la vida de Paco en la novela.


O


(b) ¿Cómo representa Paco al pueblo español en la novela?


END OF PAPER
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UNIT 5: MARKING GRID FOR CRITICAL AND ANALYTICAL RESPONSE IN WRITING [40] 


Marks 


AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in written forms, 
using a range of lexis and 
structure 


Marks 


AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of, and respond critically and analytically 
to, different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


17-20


• Excellent manipulation of the
language of study; almost error-
free


• A wide range of lexis and
idiomatic structures used


• Excellent use of language
appropriate to the task set


17-20 


• Excellent knowledge of different aspects
of the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities appropriate to the question
set


• Arguments and points of view developed
and justified by evidence from the source
material


• Conclusions drawn based on detailed
analysis of issues and themes


13-16


• Very good manipulation of the
language; some errors occur
when attempting more
sophisticated or abstract
contexts and structures


• A good range of lexis and
idiomatic structures used


• Very good use of language
appropriate to the task set


13-16 


• Very good knowledge of different aspects
of the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities appropriate to the question
set


• Arguments and points of view usually
justified by evidence from the source
material


• Conclusions usually drawn based on
analysis of issues and themes


9-12


• Sound manipulation of the
language of study; some errors
occur which are repeated


• A range of lexis and idiomatic
structures used


• Some evidence of language
appropriate to the task set


9-12 


• Good knowledge of different aspects of
the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities generally appropriate to the
question set


• Arguments and points of view are not
fully developed or justified by evidence
from the source material


• Conclusions are based on superficial
analysis of issues and themes


5-8


• Limited manipulation of the
language of study; high
incidence of elementary errors


• A limited range of lexis and
structures influenced by
English/Welsh idiom


• Limited use of language
appropriate to the task set


5-8 


• Limited knowledge of different aspects of
the culture and society of Spain and
Spanish-speaking countries and
communities and not always relevant to
the question set


• Response is descriptive rather than
critical


• Conclusions are unconvincing and not
based on an analysis of issues and
themes


1-4


• Very limited manipulation of the
language of study; sentences
fragmented


• Very few correct patterns or
features


• Virtually no use of language
appropriate to the task set


1-4 


• Very limited knowledge of different
aspects of the culture and society of
Spain and Spanish-speaking countries
and communities and generally
inappropriate to the question set


• Response is fragmentary. No critical
appreciation


• No conclusions drawn


0 • Nothing of value. 0 • Nothing of value.
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3. Federico García Lorca: La casa de Bernarda Alba [40] 
 


(a) Analiza el papel de La Poncia y María Josefa en ‘La casa de Bernarda Alba’. 
 


AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may mention: 
 
La Poncia: 


• Lower class 


• Can go out and about 


• Servant and friend of Bernarda 


• Observes but does nothing 
 
María Josefa: 


• Locked in her room 


• Considered to be mad 


• Comes out holding a lamb 


• Utters a poem full of truths 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look 
for and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 


 
 


(b) ¿Hasta qué punto refleja Adela el verdadero mensaje de la obra? 
 


AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may mention: 
 


• Rebel 


• Green dress 


• Breaks Bernarda’s stick 


• Desires freedom 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look 
for and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Sticky Note

AO3 Language:Excellent manipulation of the language of study; almost error-free. A wide range of lexis and idiomatic structures used. Excellent use of language appropriate to the task set. 17 marks



Sticky Note

AO4 Cultural awareness:Excellent knowledge of different aspects of the culture and society of Spain and Spanish-speaking countries and communities appropriate to the question set. Arguments and points of view developed and justified by evidence from the source material Conclusions drawn based on detailed analysis of issues and themes.                   18 marks



Sticky Note

AO3: 17 marks.AO4: 18 marks.Total = 35 marks.
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Sticky Note

AO3 Language              Excellent manipulation of the language of study; almost error-free. A wide range of lexis and idiomatic structures used. Excellent use of language appropriate to the task set.20 marks



Sticky Note

AO4 Cultural awareness                  Excellent knowledge of different aspects of the culture and society of Spain and Spanish-speaking countries and communities appropriate to the question set. Arguments and points of view developed and justified by evidence from the source material Conclusions drawn based on detailed analysis of issues and themes.20 marks



Sticky Note

AO3: 20 marks.AO4: 20 marks.Total: 40 marks.
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Responde a una pregunta (a) o (b). Escribe aproximadamente 400 palabras en español.


1. Luis de Castresana: El otro árbol de Guernica [40]


 (a) Analiza el papel de los personajes jóvenes en ‘El otro árbol de Guernica’.


 O


 (b) Analiza el impacto de la Guerra Civil sobre los niños españoles en la novela.


2. Laura Esquivel: Como agua para chocolate [40]


 (a) Analiza el papel de Gertrudis y Rosaura en ‘Como agua para chocolate’.


 O


 (b) ¿Cuál es la importancia de los fantasmas y los espíritus en la novela?


3. Federico García Lorca: La casa de Bernarda Alba [40]


 (a) Analiza el papel de La Poncia y María Josefa en ‘La casa de Bernarda Alba’.


 O


 (b) ¿Hasta qué punto refleja Adela el verdadero mensaje de la obra? 


4. Ramón Sender: Réquiem por un campesino español [40]


 (a) Analiza cómo Mosén Millán recuerda la vida de Paco en la novela.


 O


 (b) ¿Cómo representa Paco al pueblo español en la novela?


END OF PAPER











