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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1ai 1912 4.1 2.1 10 41.3 96.9
1aii 1903 10.1 4.1 20 50.5 96.4
1b 1353 20.8 8.4 40 52.1 68.5
1c 553 21 8.4 40 52.5 28
2ai 18 4.4 2.7 10 44.4 0.9
2aii 18 9 5.2 20 45 0.9
2b 16 18.1 9.8 40 45.2 0.8
2c 2 28.5 6.4 40 71.3 0.1
3ai 42 5.4 2.2 10 53.6 2.1
3aii 41 9.9 4.5 20 49.5 2.1
3b 40 22.8 9 40 57.1 2
3c 3 16.3 11.2 40 40.8 0.1
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Highlight

Reason 1 - underreporting of crime - relevant with some limited development.







Highlight

The candidate gives reason 2 as the involvement of the police in terms of the accuracy of statistics. Police efficiency fallacy in the media lacks relevance to this question, but institutional racism and unsolved police crime are both relevant examples if only very basic. 



Highlight

Reason 3 - the underreporting of white collar crime according to Marxists - is relevant, but once again, lacking in detail. The Haste example is not really made explicitly relevant to the question.



Highlight

The Cohen Mods and Rockers reference is not linked to the question.







Highlight

Again, the fourth reason for inaccuracy of statistics being state control, is not developed in a way that answers the question directly - you find yourself trying to work out the link yourself!



Highlight

So there is some range here:Reason one - underreporting. Reason two - police failure to solve crime. Reason 3 - Marxism- middle class crime missing - Mods and rockers? Reason 4 – Foucault - Control over behaviours – have to do quite a bit of work on behalf of the candidate here to make this relevant. AO1 – borderline top of basic –  6 AO2 – top of basic – some unclear, applications – 4 
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(ii) Using sociological evidence and examples, explain problems with the 
accuracy of official crime statistics.  [20] 


 
AO1 band 4 answers will contain accurate knowledge points. For band 4 
AO2, answers should demonstrate sound understanding through detailed 
examples and/or supporting evidence. 


 
Indicative content  


 
There may be a reference to patterns of crime.   
There will be a clear understanding of problems with the accuracy of criminal 
statistics, such as; 
Influence of the public in not reporting all crime;  
Influence of the police in recording practices, prejudices and stereotypes, 
priorities, discretion; Young, Piliavin and Briar, Chambliss.   
The influence of media in labelling and moral panics; Stan Cohen. 
The influence of courts;  
Invisibility of white collar crime; Sutherland. 
There may be reference to other forms of criminal statistics; Crime Survey for 
England and Wales, victim studies, self-report studies.  
There may be a reference to phenomenologists and the social construction of 
crime statistics.   
There may be reference to overemphasis on working-class, males and 
certain ethnic groups. 
Any other relevant point. 


 


Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 


4 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/ 
question. 


7-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
detailed ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence in the context of the 
debate/question. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/ 
question. 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence in the context of the 
debate/question.  


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/ 
question.  


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence in the context of the 
debate/question.  


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/ 
question. 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or interpret 
and/ or apply sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  


 
0 marks 


NRSP 
0 marks 


NRSP 
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Choose one of the following options.


Option 1 Crime and Deviance


Compulsory question


1. (a)   


 (ii) Using sociological evidence and examples, explain problems with the accuracy of 
official crime statistics. [20]
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Highlight

An impressive start to the essay - great use of concepts and both the need to understand female crime and gender difference in crime are highlighted.



Highlight

Although this paragraph is not discussing feminist theory, it is cleverly linked to feminism, both in terms of historical context and feminist critique. We therefore see all three AO skills interlink here.







Highlight

Again, chivalry thesis is not feminist - but the candidate does not state that it is and again provides feminist criticism of the theory, therefore making this discussion relevant to the question.



Highlight

Adler's liberation thesis can be considered consistent with liberal feminism and is developed really well. It begins with an evaluative link to the previous paragraph, describes the theory well using relevant concepts (AO1), makes use of relevant writers and examples (AO2) and evaluates the theory explicitly (AO3).







Highlight

The candidate's discussion of Carlen is excellent, and we are able to forgive them the slip into addressing Carlen as 'Adler' further into the paragraph as we know the candidate is aware of Adler's theory and has named Carlen accurately at the start of the paragraph. Again the candidate uses a sophisticated blend of all three AO skills in their assessment.



Highlight

An effective discussion of Smart's double deviance, coupled with an examination of how previous abuse can lead to crime, again with all three skills evident.







Highlight

More excellent work, this time regarding Heidensohn with links to both Walklate and Brownmiller. This candidate continues to use relevant theories and concepts, highlighted with relevant, contemporary examples and make explicit judgements of the evidence discussed - all boxes are firmly ticked!



Highlight

The candidate cleverly makes use of Messerschmitt as a critic of feminism ignoring men, thus allowing for a further set of theories to be discussed without detracting from the question.







Highlight

The conclusion is concise (perhaps a little too concise) but makes an overall, relevant judgement in relation to the question.



Highlight

This essay got full marks - 40/40.Excellent. Vast range and detail. Structured effectively and written in an evaluative way. All the paragraphs link up well. One or two mistakes, for example, the candidate jumps from Carlen to Adler, but I think we can forgive them this. Also, doesn't always overtly state the branch of feminist thought. However, the depth and description of each writer and the corroborative evidence used, plus detailed evaluation, in exam conditions is just brilliant!

































Highlight

A basic but relevant introduction - contains some AO1.



Highlight

Otto Pollak is NOT a feminist!!!!



Highlight

Chivalry thesis discussed reasonable accurately but not a feminist theory.



Highlight

This is better - a feminist criticism of chivalry with an evidenced criticism of it's own. 







Highlight

Reasonable paragraph on Heidensohn and the spheres of control if lacking in detail.



Highlight

Some direct evaluation, with some pertinent, relevant points made.



Highlight

A weak, tangential addition to the answer.



Highlight

A bit muddled here as far as feminism is concerned.







Highlight

Discussion of the gender and class deals is relevant but contains numerous inaccuracies - however with positive marking, there is creditworthy content here, e.g. AO1 concept use and AO2 statistics.



Highlight

Labelling theory not directly relevant here but candidate does well to link to the concept of double deviance and uses a relevant example.







Highlight

The Walklate reference is relevant and uses a relevant example.



Highlight

The section on prostitution is used as juxtaposed evaluation of Walklate showing women commit crime as a resistance strategy.



Highlight

The candidate has written an overall conclusion but it is basic and adds little to the overall essay.



Highlight

A reasonable if brief introduction but then Pollak the feminist! and a discussion of chivalry thesis, not feminism.The discussion of Heidensohn and control theory is ok if underdeveloped, as is Denscombe – laddish behaviour. The essay then drifts in and out of relevance, lacking both clarity, accuracy and depth e.g. Functionalism, Box and lenience , class/gender deal (no Carlen), Interactionism/ labelling – Becker, anddouble deviance. The section including Walklate and prostitutes hitting back at clients is reasonable but still lacks accuracy, precision and detail. This essay is a good example of how students would benefit from spending some of their time planning. A better structure would go part of the way to address both AO2 and AO3 deficits. The lack of accuracy also needs improvement.Overall lacks sophistication and accuracy in parts but there is a decent range there – some odd irrelevant bits. AO1 – 8, AO2 – 7, AO3 – basic judgments made and sustained throughout 7 












 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


(b) Assess feminist theories of crime and deviance. [40] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or debate. Answers will focus on the debate in the question. Credit will be 
given to the effective use of supporting sociological evidence, theories and 
concepts. Where answers demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard 
then they will be consistent with band 4. However answers demonstrating 
knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement and evaluation may 
achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 
Indicative content  


 


• Answers should demonstrate an understanding of feminist explanations.  


• Explanations from some of the following -Marxist feminists, liberal 
feminists, radical, and postmodern may be considered.  


• There may be reference to theories such as functionalism, Marxism and 
postmodernism but these should not be as add ons but integrated into the 
evaluation and should not form the majority of the answer. 


• There should be an understanding of the contribution that different 
feminist explanations have made to an understanding of crime and 
deviance.  


 
Expect to see some of the following: 


• control and societal expectations - Heidensohn  


• girls supervised by parents more than boys – Smart, Lees supports this 
from the girls perspectives. The girls expressed concern re getting a bad 
reputation. 


• w/c girls more likely to commit offences due to lack of control linked to 
work of Carlen  


• conviction based on seriousness of offence not chivalry linked to work of 
Steward. Some support for it in the work of Allen and later in that of 
Newburn.  


• Steward's research supported by Farrington and Morris. 


• although dated Dobash and Dobash – found that police tended not to take 
domestic violence as seriously as it should have been. 


• who are the criminals? Griffin and Willott  


• increase in female crime – Adler. Society less patriarchal so girls more 
freedom to go out and to then possibly commit crime. Violent crime by 
women rising.  


• postmodern view re why girls and women commit crime linked to work of 
Croall  


• Crime as a product of patriarchy and dominance  


• Chivalry thesis – courts treat men and women in different ways though 
Smart argues that in some cases, even rape, men are treated more 
sympathetically. This is supported by Walklate.  


• Opportunity structures  


• Any other relevant point. 
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Band 
AO1 


element 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


11-13 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


11-13 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate 
accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence. 
These are applied 
and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  


12-14 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate 
detailed, well 
organised and 
logical arguments. 
Logical judgements 
and conclusions will 
be offered based on 
explicit evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
examined. 


3 


7-10 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


7-10 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence. 
Some of which are 
applied and 
interpreted in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


8-11 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some, 
well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered 
will show some 
evaluation of the 
relevant theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
examined. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


4-6 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, 
apply and interpret 
appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the 
debate/question.  


4-7 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered 
will show basic 
evaluation of the 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
ability to select 
and/or interpret and/ 
or apply sociological 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered 
will show limited 
evaluation of any 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 
0 marks 


NRSP 
0 marks 


NRSP 
0 marks 


NRSP 
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Choose one of the following options.


Option 1 Crime and Deviance


Compulsory question


1.    


  


 (b) Assess feminist theories of crime and deviance. [40]
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Highlight

A reasonable AO1 based introduction.







Highlight

Very good section on Albert Cohen - detailed, use of relevant concepts and some interesting applied statistics that support the theory. Thin on criticisms though. 



Highlight

A relevant link to labelling theory made here.



Highlight

Good development of Miller and link to Edgework (though wrongly attributed to Lemert) with a brief but relevant realist criticism from Lea.







Highlight

Good on Cloward and Ohlin, but not sure if the return to Miller is intentional - the points made would suggest that it is, although this makes this section a little disjointed. A nice link to Neo-Marxism as AO3.



Highlight

a bit random but not entirely irrelevant!



Highlight

This paragraph works quite well, linking hooliganism and violent subcultures to functionalism and crime as a warning sign.



Highlight

The section on Murray and underclass also works well in terms of making use of each of the AO's.



Highlight

A very basic conclusion.







Highlight

The candidate attempts to make this relevant by stating that subcultural theorists tend to ignore gender.



Highlight

This section on Merton has been linked well to subcultures, particularly retreatism and drug use, therefore making it relevant.



Highlight

 Use of Cohen is very good. Flip norms and values, status frustration, support and criticism. Labelling Becker self fulfilling prophecy and master status is not directly relevant but worked in quite well. References to Cloward and Ohlin, Miller and edgework are muddled in parts. Example of punks and hooligans used and there is some use of Neo Marxist support. Again reference to Right realism and Murray is not directly relevant but used reasonably well. Cohen is linked to functionalism and crime as a warning sign. Some decent evaluation at the end and attempted throughout. AO1 – 9, AO2 – 10, AO3 – 9 Spending some time planning a better thread to this essay would have benefitted this candidate. Working on evaluation, developing evaluative points and improving the way different theories weave together would also push the candidate’s mark up further.  
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(c) Assess subcultural explanations of crime and deviance. [40] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the worth of concepts, theory, or 
sociological debate. The answer will focus on the debate in the question. 
Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence/theories and concepts. Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with band 4. However 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 


 
Indicative content 


 
The focus of the answer should be on subcultural explanations of crime and 
deviance. Answers may make reference to other theoretical perspectives but 
these will be related directly to the question rather than providing a general 
overview of theory.  


 
They may make reference to left realism, functionalism, the New Right, 
feminism and postmodernism.  


 
There may be reference to the following subcultural theorists: 
Albert Cohen – the delinquent subculture and status frustration 
Cloward and Ohlin – opportunity and delinquency - legitimate and illegitimate 
opportunity structures 
Miller – focal concerns 
Matza – subterranean values 
Nightingale – the paradox of inclusion 
Bourgois – study of El Barrio 
Murray – the underclass and crime 
Marxist and neo-Marxist subcultural theorists including the work of Cohen on 
the skinheads and Hall on black youth.   
Gangs and subcultures and the link to ethnicity; Marshall et al.; Smith and 
Bradshaw; Phillips and Bowling; Aldridge and Medina 
Left realist explanations of Taylor, Walton and Young. 
Masculinity and subcultures; Connell; Winlow 
Katz – seductions of crime 
Lyng – ‘edgework’ 
Any other relevant point 
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Band 
AO1 


element 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


11-13 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


11-13 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate 
accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence. 
These are applied 
and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  


12-14 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate 
detailed, well 
organised and 
logical arguments. 
Logical judgements 
and conclusions will 
be offered based on 
explicit evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
examined. 


3 


7-10 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


7-10 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence. 
Some of which are 
applied and 
interpreted in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


8-11 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some, 
well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered 
will show some 
evaluation of the 
relevant theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
examined. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


4-6 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, 
apply and interpret 
appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the 
debate/question.  


4-7 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered 
will show basic 
evaluation of the 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
ability to select 
and/or interpret and/ 
or apply sociological 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered 
will show limited 
evaluation of any 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


 
0 marks 


NRSP 
0 marks 


NRSP 
0 marks 


NRSP 
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Choose one of the following options.


Option 1 Crime and Deviance


Compulsory question


1.    


   
 


   


 (c) Assess subcultural explanations of crime and deviance. [40]
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Highlight

This is a good, clear and detailed definition of institutional racism.



Highlight

Hall and Gilroy are NOT most commonly associated with institutional racism.



Highlight

Gilroy does discuss the myth of black criminality, however this is not directly relevant to this question.



Highlight

'Canteen culture' IS directly relevant, however it is not Gilroy who writes about this.



Highlight

This discussion of Cicourel is partially relevant but not directly as Cicourel did not directly address institutional racism in his discussion of the typical delinquent.



Highlight

Similarly this discussion of Stuart Hall has been well applied but is not directly addressing institutional racism.



Highlight

Some directly relevant discussion of stop and search including some accurate statistics.



Highlight

Macpherson report is directly relevant but not much is done to develop this.



Highlight

AO1 3 Not top band as not directly relevant knowledge. Looking for named sociologist who writes about institutional racism specifically. AO2 5 Very good application of the knowledge. But again, the direct relevance? Not enough for top of the band. 
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Highlight

This is a relatively weak definition of institutional racism, though not irrelevant.



Highlight

Macpherson (relevant) mentioned briefly - not developed.



Highlight

Relevant, though brief, reference to stop and search.



Highlight

The Hall reference is really at a tangent to the question and not addressing institutional racism directly.



Highlight

Gilroy is referred to inaccurately, however, the briefly stated 'canteen culture' is relevant but not developed.



Highlight

A weak definition. Some reference to McPherson, but not much detail at all. One relevant stop and search statistic. Discussion of Stuart Hall and mention of Paul Gilroy, with the latter inaccurate. Not really discussing institutional racism. All a bit tangential, but not entirely irrelevant. AO1 – weak some. 2 marks AO2. Between Basic and Some. Because statistics- stop and search and McPherson mentioned, canteen culture in spite of wrong writer enough to go into. Band 2. 3 marks 
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GCE SOCIOLOGY 
 


UNIT 3 – POWER AND CONTROL 
 


SUMMER 2022 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


Option 1 – Crime and Deviance 
 


1.  (a) (i) Explain the meaning of institutional racism. [10] 
 


Answers should include an accurate definition and knowledge points for 
band 3 AO1. Points should be supported with examples and/or evidence 
with clear explanations for band 3 AO2. 


 
Indicative content 


 
Definitions of institutional racism; Miles; Carmichael and Hamilton; 
Wellman; Katz 
David Mason’s five versions of institutional racism 
The case of Stephen Lawrence and the Macpherson Inquiry/ the Lammy 
Report 
 
Evidence of racism in the criminal justice system, for example: 
Policing and stops and searches; Phillips and Bowling; Newburn; Boorah 
Arrests, cautions and DNA; Phillips and Bowling 
Prosecuting and sentencing; Phillips and Brown; Mhlanga 
Any other relevant point 


 


Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 


3 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of the 
question. 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
detailed ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence in 
the context of the question.  


2 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
relating to the context of the 
question 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the question.  


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of the 
question.  


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence in the context of the 
question.  


 
0 marks 


NRSP 
0 marks 


NRSP 
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Choose one of the following options.


Option 1 Crime and Deviance


Compulsory question


1. (a) (i) Explain the meaning of institutional racism. [10]


  


   


   


    


   


   [40]
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Highlight

The candidate's response is structured well but is underdeveloped, lacking the detail for the top bands - particularly with the second and third reasons. It appears to be a timing issue, given the length of the essay and thus highlights the importance of organising your time appropriately.First reason – institutional racism and canteen culture is clear and well evidenced, but maybe a little too concise. Second reason – overrepresentation of the young, is relevant but very brief. Third reason – underrepresentation of women and chivalry factor is again relevant, with writers and evidence to support, but lacking detail in the explanation and the evidence. AO1 - Definitely not detailed. Definitely not basic so 8 marks. AO2 – Some – closer to detailed 5/8



Highlight

Relevant reason identified - the over-representation of certain ethnic groups, but this is not developed.



Highlight

Gilroy and the myth of black criminality, and canteen culture mentioned but not developed (Gilroy did not use the term 'canteen culture'.



Highlight

Cicourel and his work on police typifications is linked to stop and search statistics and institutional racism - all relevant, but largely thin on detail.



Highlight

The second reason - over-representation of young people is relevant and accurate but limited in development.



Highlight

A third, accurate reason - chivalry - is highlighted, some relevant sociologists are mentioned, but once again the paragraph lacks development and detail.




























