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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1829 1.5 0.8 2 75.4 92.5
1b 1812 2.1 1.5 5 41.5 91.6
1c 1927 4.6 2.2 8 57.8 97.4
1d 1917 8 3.8 15 53.5 96.9
2a 1772 1.3 0.9 2 66.7 89.6
2b 1770 2.4 1.6 5 47.9 89.5
2c 1835 4 2.2 8 49.9 92.8
2d 1803 7.7 3.9 15 51.2 91.2

75.4
41.5

57.8
53.5

66.7
47.9

49.9
51.2

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1a
1b
1c
1d
2a
2b
2c
2d

Facility Factor %

Q
ue

st
io

n

GCSE Religious Studies - Component 3 
Buddhism

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question (c) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


7–8 


3 


A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. A very good understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately. 


5–6 


2 


A good, generally accurate explanation showing some knowledge 
and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority generally accurately. 


3–4 


1 


A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited 
knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority in a limited way. 


1–2 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (c). 
 


(c) Explain why Buddhists might follow the Eightfold Path. [8] 
 


Indicative content here: 


• They follow the Eightfold Path as it is part of the Buddha’s teachings 
(dhamma/dharma). 


• The Eightfold Path is the fourth Noble Truth (magga). 


• They follow the Eightfold Path as the way (magga) to achieve 
enlightenment. 


• The eight parts fall into three sections (Threefold Way) – wisdom, 
meditation, morality – which set what Buddhists should do to make 
progress towards enlightenment. 


• By following the morality section, Buddhists understand the right way 
people should behave. Buddhists try to ensure right speech (so no lying 
or gossiping), right action (so no killing, stealing or harming) and right 
livelihood (taking a job that contributes to rather than diminishes society).  


• The meditation section sets out the practises of mindfulness and 
concentration. Buddhists perform these in order to become enlightened 
(there are different forms). Meditation becomes easier the more that it is 
practised. 


• The wisdom section is the development of true insight and deep 
understanding of life by seeing the world as it really is. Buddha taught that 
thoughts/actions have consequences and that everything changes, that 
dukkha, anatta and anicca are realities. Wisdom develops from meditation 
and by acting in a moral/ethical way. 


• The stages are meant to be perfected simultaneously rather than 
consecutively. 


 
 
  












Sticky Note

Reference to nirvana, release from samsara, removing the Three Poisons, becoming enlightened like the Buddha - all correct.



Sticky Note

Reference to generating good karma, being part of the Four Noble Truths is appropriate for this question. 



Sticky Note

This is a structured response which shows clarity of thought.
Specialist language is used accurately and extensively = nirvana, samsara, Three Poisons, enlightened, karma, Four Noble Truths.  Mature use of sources of wisdom & authority = “4NT which said …” “believe Buddha followed  those principles”. 
A structured, well-written answer that was placed In Band 4; it demonstrates excellent understanding and excellent use of specialist language and sources of wisdom and authority. 
The candidate successfully keeps the focus on an explanation of why, as the question required, rather than losing focus and describing the Eightfold Path.

7 Marks
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	 (c)	 Explain why Buddhists might follow the Eightfold Path.	 [8]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
total 


5 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue 
based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources 
of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13–15 


4 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints. A very good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources 
of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10–12 


3 


A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how 
belief influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7–9 


2 


Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


4–6 


1 


A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt 
or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints. Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 


(d) “The events of the Buddha’s early life were essential on his path to 
enlightenment.” [15] 


 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  


 
Indicative content here: 
• Legend states that at his birth, Siddhartha Gautama took seven steps and 


spoke. Some traditions state that his words were, “I was born for 
enlightenment, and for the good of all that lives. This is my last rebirth.” 
This was essential as it shows that he was no ordinary baby and that he 
would be enlightened during this lifetime. 


• Asita, the holy man, predicted that Siddhartha Gautama would either 
become a great ruler (like his father) or he would become a religious 
leader and a fully enlightened Buddha. This could be considered as 
essential as it shows that he was destined to become enlightened.  


• As a result of Asita’s prediction, Siddhartha’s father kept him in the 
grounds of the palace in order to protect him from the realities of life. It 
could be argued that this led to Siddhartha’s quest to find the truth and 
ultimately to his enlightenment. 


• Gautama’s experience of The Four Sights and his understanding of them 
led him to give up life in the palace to become an ascetic in the first place, 
so this could be considered an essential event. 


• Gautama’s time as an ascetic was essential as it was his aim to be a holy 
man and work towards finding the answer as to why people suffered – this 
led to his enlightenment. 


• It was this experience of asceticism that made Siddhartha realise that 
enlightenment/Nirvana couldn’t come from practice of austerities – he 
realised the importance of the ‘Middle Way’ between luxury and 
austerities. 


• Gautama learnt how to meditate while he was an ascetic, this ultimately 
led to his enlightenment so must be an essential element. 


• It could be argued that no one event led to the Buddha’s enlightenment. 
Rather, the experiences of his early life, along with the Four Sights and 
his time as an ascetic were essential on the path to enlightenment.  


 
 


 
 
 
  












Sticky Note

This paragraph is descriptive. It shows good knowledge but there is no analysis of whether these events were essential on the path to enlightenment.







Sticky Note

There is a judgement here but it is not 
developed.




Sticky Note

Another viewpoint is given. This is better as information is used to address this question. A judgement made.




Sticky Note

Good use of specialist language = meditation, nirvana, ascetic, middle path.
Sources of wisdom and authority are not used effectively; there is reference to “Buddhists believe …” but this is not used in a way that enhances this answer. 
So, this is a good and generally detailed answer, showing understanding the influence of belief. 








Sticky Note

9 Marks
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	 (d)	 ‘The events of Buddha’s early life were essential on his path to enlightenment.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
total 


5 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue 
based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources 
of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13–15 


4 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints. A very good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources 
of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10–12 


3 


A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how 
belief influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7–9 


2 


Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


4–6 


1 


A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt 
or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints. Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 


(d) “Parinirvana Day should be the main festival for all Buddhists.” [15] 
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 


 
Indicative content here: 


• Parinirvana Day is main festival for Mahayana Buddhists as it celebrates 
the Buddha’s passing into final nirvana.  


• As achieving final nirvana is the ultimate aim for most Buddhists, 
Parinirvana Day should be the main festival for those Buddhists. 


• Mahayana Buddhists have an opportunity to think of their own death and 
how they are living their lives at Parinirvana Day; Theravadins also do this 
at Wesak. 


• Theravadin Buddhists celebrate the parinirvana of the Buddha at Wesak – 
along with his birth and death – so it is obviously an important event.  


• Kathina should be considered as the main festival as it gives Buddhists an 
opportunity to gain merit/build up karma. 


• Kathina is a time when lay people can show generosity (dana) to monks 
by giving gifts of cloth. 


• Kathina should be the main festival for all Buddhists as ‘spreading the 
kathina’ was instructed by the Buddha.  


• As Kathina also remembers the time Buddha spent in the forest 
meditating to achieve enlightenment it is logical that it should be the main 
festival for all Buddhists. 


• Vassa should be the main festival as it allows monks – and lay Buddhists 
– to study, reflect, meditate and make spiritual progress. 


• The practice of the rain retreats was started at the time of the Buddha so 
could be considered for the main festival for all Buddhists. 


• Some might argue that adopting Parinirvana Day as the main festival of 
Buddhism could lead to more unity, while others might argue that it could 
lead to disagreements and tension. 


• Some might argue that Buddhism is very diverse and that it is impossible 
that one festival could – or should - be for ‘all’ Buddhists. 


• Some might argue that any festival is an opportunity to think about the 
dharma (dhamma) and it is this that can help Buddhists make progress 
towards their own enlightenment, so any of them – or none of them – 
should be the ‘main’ festival. 


• Some might argue that Buddhists shouldn’t be concerned with celebrating 
any festivals as following the dharma (dhamma) should be their main 
concern. 
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Sticky Note

There is an awareness this is a Mahayana festival and its importance regarding attitudes to death.




Sticky Note

This a strong start with reference to the statement



Sticky Note

A judgement is made  here but it doesn’t relate to the statement.



Sticky Note

Another viewpoint given but no judgements made.




Sticky Note

A link is made to meditation and Buddha’s final words. 




Sticky Note

Reference to Pure Land was not relevant so examiners ignored it.







Sticky Note

Judgement made. 



Sticky Note

There is referenece to Theravada/Vassa with good reasons given.




Sticky Note

A judgement is reached. 




Sticky Note

This is not a Band 5 because it doesn’t keep its focus on the statement throughout the answer. To get the highest marks examiners expected to see reference to ‘main festival’ after the points that were made. To improve this answer each point  made could have been counter-argued with
Wesak and/or Vassa (or another festival). 

11 Marks
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	 (d)	 ‘Parinirvana Day should be the main festival for all Buddhists.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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