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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1(a) 2140 1.3 0.7 2 64.3 99.1
1(b) 2138 1.3 0.7 2 65.1 99
1(c) 2093 2.5 1.6 6 41.7 96.9
2(a) 2149 1.2 0.7 2 58.4 99.5
2(b) 2139 1.3 1.3 4 33.6 99.1
3(a) 1851 0.6 0.8 2 28.6 85.7
3(b) 1804 0.5 0.7 2 25.7 83.6
4(a) 2106 0.7 0.5 1 69.1 97.5
4(b) 2111 0.7 0.5 1 67.9 97.8
5(a) 2137 0.9 0.8 2 43.5 99
5(b) 2126 1.5 1.3 4 36.8 98.5
6(a) 2138 1.3 0.8 2 62.6 99
6(b) 2135 4.7 2.5 12 39.4 98.9

7(a)(i) 2133 1.4 0.7 2 67.7 98.8
7(a)(ii) 2137 1.3 0.9 3 44 99
7(b)(i) 2114 1.8 1.1 3 59.8 97.9
7(b)(ii) 2093 1 0.8 2 51.5 96.9

7(c) 2101 1.9 1.3 4 47.8 97.3
7(d) 2051 1.8 1.4 4 45.7 95
7(e) 2109 1.9 1.3 4 47.4 97.7
8(a) 2149 1 1.3 4 24.4 99.5
8(b) 2143 2.2 1 4 54.8 99.3
9(a) 2149 1 0.9 2 51.7 99.5
9(b) 2109 0.8 0.9 2 37.5 97.7
9(c) 2018 0.1 0.3 1 9.5 93.5

9(d)(i) 2133 1.7 0.7 2 85 98.8
9(d)(ii) 2119 1.7 0.7 2 85.2 98.2
10(a)(i) 2118 0.9 0.3 1 89.3 98.1
10(a)(ii) 2113 0.7 0.8 2 37.3 97.9
10(a)(iii) 2151 0.6 0.8 2 28.6 99.6

10(b) 2093 1.5 0.9 3 49.7 96.9
10(c) 1996 2.2 1.4 4 55.2 92.5

10(d)(i) 2050 0.1 0.2 1 5.9 95
10(d)(ii) 2064 0.4 0.6 2 21.2 95.6

10(e) 2137 2.6 1.2 4 64 99
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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This received the full 2 marks – this is a reasonable and accurate description (even though there is no mention of the validity of the ‘established study’) 
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3.	 Describe the following ways of assessing validity in psychological research:


	 (a)	 concurrent validity.	 [2]
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3. Describe the following ways of assessing validity in psychological research:


(b) construct validity [2] 


Exemplar answers: 


The most sophisticated test of validity as it looks at whether the overall 
results reflect the phenomena as a whole (external validity). Checking the 
existing definitions of the behaviour being studied and redesigning the test 
if it measures a different construct. (2 marks) 


Checking that the test is measuring the construct that it claims to be 
measuring (1 mark) 


• Any other appropriate content


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable description.


1 • Basic description.


0 
• Inappropriate answer given.


• No response attempted.












Sticky Note

 Examiner mark: 0. Nothing creditable. 
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Sticky Note

Enough for full 2marks – the concept of checking the content and asking the experts for their opinion. 
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Sticky Note

 No marks awarded – nothing creditable. 
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3.	 Describe the following ways of assessing validity in psychological research:


	


	 (b)	 construct validity.	 [2]
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5. (a) Define the term ‘case studies’. [2] 
 


Exemplar answer:  
 
A method which involves an in-depth investigation of a phenomenon, which 
uses a descriptive analysis of a person, group or event. It is a holistic study 
through one or more methodologies that is usually longitudinal (2 marks) 
 
An in-depth investigation of a person or event using several methods (1 
mark) 
 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable definition. 


1 • Basic definition. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


 












Sticky Note


1 mark awarded. Partial explanation – this might not apply to all case studies; no mention of multiple methods or longitudinal research. 






		A290U20-1 Eduqas A level Psychology - Component 2 Standardisation Answer Booklet Post-Examiner Conference 20.06.22 .pdf

		Script X

		Question 1b.

		Script X



		Question 1c.

		Script X



		Question 2a.

		Script X



		Question 2b.

		Script X



		Question 3a.

		Script X



		Question 3b.

		Script X



		Question 4 (i) and (ii).

		Script X



		Question 5a.

		Script X



		Question 5b.

		Script X



		Question 6a.

		Script X



		Question 6b.

		Script X



		Question 7.

		Script X



		Question 8.

		Script X



		Question 9a.

		Script X



		Question 9b.

		Script X



		Question 9c.

		Script X



		Question 9d (i).

		Script X



		Question 9 d (ii)

		Question 10a (i) and (ii).

		Script X



		Question 10a (iii)

		Script X



		Question 10b.

		Script X



		Questions 10c.

		Question 10d.

		Script X



		Question 10e.

		Script X














Sticky Note


2 marks awarded. Reasonable explanation as per the mark scheme. 
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Sticky Note

No marks awarded – could be one of several methods. 
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5.	 (a)	 Define the term ‘case studies’.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	 (b)	 Explain one strength and one weakness of using case studies in psychological 
research. 	 [2 + 2]
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(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of using case studies in
psychological research. [2+2] 


Credit will be given for: 
Strength 


• Higher validity due to in-depth data and/or analysis.


• Less ethical issues due to the use of several methods.


Weaknesses 


• Less reliable due to the varied methodology.


• Possible ethical issues of anonymity or confidentiality due to studying
an individual or small group.


• Any other appropriate content.


Marks AO3 


2 
• Reasonable explanation of one appropriate strength or


weakness.


1 • Basic explanation of one appropriate strength or weakness.


0 
• Inappropriate answer given.


• No response attempted.












Sticky Note

0 + 1 mark awarded. Descriptive response, but basic mark given for ‘time consuming’. 
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	 (b)	 Explain one strength and one weakness of using case studies in psychological 
research. 	 [2 + 2]
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Section B - Personal Investigations 
 


INVESTIGATION ONE: An experiment on helping behaviour. 
 
 
7. (a) (i) State the operationalised experimental hypothesis used in your 


investigation. [2] 
 


Exemplar answers: 
 


• Girls are more likely to stop and help a student who is lost at 
college and asking for help than boys will. (2 marks) 


• There will be a significant difference between how much help is 
offered to a teacher from boys and girls in the class. (2 marks) 


• Boys will be less helpful in the classroom than girls. (1 mark) 
 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate hypothesis with both independent 


variable and dependent variable operationalised and 
linked to this research.  


1 
• Basic hypothesis with either independent variable or 


dependent variable operationalised and linked to this 
research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(ii) Identify whether the hypothesis in (a) (i) is directional or non-
directional and explain why you chose this for your experiment. [1+2]  


 


Credit could be given for:  
 
Correct identification of whether the hypothesis in (a)(i) is directional 
or non-directional. 
 


Marks AO2 


1 • Accurate identification 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


Exemplar answers: 
 


• I chose a non-directional hypothesis as the previous research 
has suggested different results, with some studies suggesting 
that due to evolutionary factors, girls are more inclined to help 
others in a group whereas social psychological research has 
shown that gender is not a contributing factor and it depends on 
how you are brought up. (2 marks)  


• I chose a directional hypothesis as the previous research 
suggested that girls are more helpful than boys. (1 marks) 


 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate explanation of the justification for the 


hypothesis for this research. 


1 
• Basic explanation of the justification for the 


hypothesis for this research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(b) (i) Identify and explain one extraneous variable you considered in your 
experiment. [1+2] 


 


Credit could be given for:  
 


Marks AO2 


1 Identification of a plausible extraneous variable 


Exemplar answers: 
 
One extraneous variable was time of day [1] because if the student 
was in a hurry to get to class, they may have been more worried 
about getting into trouble than stopping to help; this affects the 
validity of the findings. [2] 
 
One extraneous variable was whether the student knew the 
confederate lying on the floor [1] as they might be more likely to 
help someone that they liked rather than someone they didn’t like, 
affecting the validity/reliability of the study. [2] 
 
One extraneous variable was the presence of a teacher [1] as the 
student may have though the teacher was going to help and they 
did not need to. [1] 
 
One extraneous variable was the furniture in the common room [1] 
as they might not have seen the person on the floor. [1] 
 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate explanation of an extraneous variable 


with links to this research. 


1 
• Basic explanation of an extraneous variable linked to 


this research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(ii) Explain how you dealt with the extraneous variable identified in (b) (i)
 [2] 


 


Credit could be given for:  
 


• Standardised procedures. 


• Collecting data at the same time of day. 


• Using a matched pairs design. 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 
Exemplar answers: 
 
We controlled the extraneous variable by conducting the experiment 
in the common room at the same time of day so that the students 
were all on break or lunch and were not at risk of missing lessons. 
[2 marks] 
 
We kept the common room the same for all participants so that they 
could all see the person needing help. [2 marks] 
 
We asked the teachers not to come into the common room. [1 mark] 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate explanation of how the extraneous 


variable was controlled with links to this research. 


1 
• Basic explanation of how the extraneous variable was 


controlled with links to this research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(c) Identify the experimental design and explain why it was appropriate in your 
experiment. [1+3] 


 


Credit could be given for:  
 
Identification of experimental design 
 


• Independent groups. 


• Repeated measures / repeated groups (not relevant for gender). 


• Matched pairs. 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO2 


1 • Accurate identification. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


Exemplar answers: 
 


• I chose an independent groups design as my independent variable was 
gender and I wanted to test the difference between the two groups of 
boys and girls. It would be impossible to use a repeated measures 
design as a boy could not then repeat the study as a girl in my 
experiment. [3 marks]  


• I chose a matched pairs design as I wanted to test the difference 
between two groups of boys and girls, but I wanted to control for as 
many extraneous variables as I could. [2 marks] 


• I chose an independent groups design as I had two groups – one group 
of boys and one group of girls and I couldn’t use repeated measures. 
[1 mark] 


 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


3 
• Thorough appropriate explanation of the choice of 


experimental design clearly linked to the research. 


2 


• Basic appropriate explanation of the choice of experimental 
design clearly linked to the research. 


OR 


• Thorough appropriate explanation of the choice of 
experimental design not clearly linked to the research. 


1 


• Superficial appropriate explanation of the choice of 
experimental design clearly linked to the research. 


OR 


• Basic appropriate explanation of the choice of experimental 
design not clearly linked to the research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(d) Identify and fully justify the choice of inferential statistical test that you used to 
analyse the data in your experiment. [4] 


 


There will potentially be differences that reflect the research choices made 
by each candidate; credit the inferential statistical test choice if it is 
potentially an appropriate way of analysing the data collected in their 
experiment on helping behaviour. 
 
Exemplar answers: 
 


• I used a Mann Whitney test to analyse my data as I was testing for a 
difference between two independent groups (participants were either 
male or female) and the level of measurement was interval (number of 
times they helped). [4 marks] 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 
N.B. Candidates who report selecting a Spearman’s Rho or any other 
inferential test that would not be used for an experiment, cannot receive 
credit.  
 


Marks AO2 


4 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 
All of the following conditions included in the justification: 


• Test of difference noted and linked to research. 


• Level of measurement noted and linked to research. 


• Independent or related data noted and linked to research. 


3 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 
Two of the following conditions included in the justification: 


• Test of difference noted and linked to research. 


• Level of measurement noted and linked to research. 


• Independent or related data noted and linked to research. 


2 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 
One of the following conditions included in the justification: 


• Test of difference noted and linked to research. 


• Level of measurement noted and linked to research. 


• Independent or related data noted and linked to research. 


1 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 


• No justification of the inferential statistical test chosen. 
OR 


• Incorrect justification of the inferential statistical test chosen. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(e) Explain two improvements you could make to your experiment. [4] 
 


Exemplar answers:  
 
Reliability issues could be improved with techniques such as 
standardisation, operationalising and carrying out a repeat of the 
experiment at a later date. [2 marks] 
 
Validity issues could be improved by increasing control/conducting 
research in the laboratory not the field; increasing the realism of the task; 
using a more representative sample. [2 marks] 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO2 


4 
• Reasonable explanation of two improvements clearly linked 


to this investigation. 


3 
• Basic explanation of two improvements linked to this 


investigation. 


2 


• Superficial explanation of two improvements linked to this 
investigation. 


OR 


• Reasonable explanation of one improvement clearly linked to 
this investigation. 


1 


• Two improvements are identified but not explained or linked. 
OR 


• Basic explanation of one improvement linked to this 
investigation 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


 


  












Sticky Note

1 Mark
IV not fully operationalised 




Sticky Note

1 + 0
Appropriate identification followed by description of the aim – no explanation of the reason why a direction hypothesis was chosen 








Sticky Note

1 + 1
Appropriate identification (time of sale) followed by basic explanation linked to the research. 




Sticky Note

2 Marks
Reasonable explanation linked to the research 




Sticky Note

1 + 0
The identification mark can be given as it is appropriate for the explanation and the design of this research, but the explanation is not linked to the research. 








Sticky Note

1 Mark
Appropriate identification of the test for this research but the justification is not linked to the research. 




Sticky Note

8 Marks in total
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1 identification mark for repeated measures, Muddled – explains the two conditions of the IV rather than the participants repeating both conditions. 




Sticky Note

1 Mark
1 identification mark for appropriate test if the participants repeated both conditions. 
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Sticky Note

1 Mark
First improvement is a change of the method so not appropriate. Second improvement is linked more clearly but is a basic explanation – a bigger sample does not equate to generalisability. The hint at ‘other age groups is better but not developed. 




Sticky Note
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SECTION B – Personal Investigations


You should answer all the questions in this section with reference to the investigations 
carried out in your study of psychology.


INVESTIGATION ONE: An experiment on helping behaviour


7.	 (a)	 (i)	 State the operationalised experimental hypothesis used in your investigation. 	 [2]


	


	


	


	


		  (ii)	 Identify whether the hypothesis in (a)(i) is directional or non-directional and explain 
why you chose this for your experiment. 	 [1 + 2]
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	 (b)	 (i) 	 Identify and explain one extraneous variable you considered in your experiment.
� [1+2]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	  


	 (ii)	 Explain how you dealt with the extraneous variable identified in (b)(i).	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	 (c)	 Identify the experimental design and explain why it was appropriate in your experiment.
� [1 + 3]
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	 (d)	 Identify and fully justify the choice of inferential statistical test that you used to analyse 
the data in your experiment.	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (e)	 Explain two improvements you could make to your experiment.	 [4]
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(ii) Identify whether the hypothesis in (a) (i) is directional or non-
directional and explain why you chose this for your experiment. [1+2]  


 


Credit could be given for:  
 
Correct identification of whether the hypothesis in (a)(i) is directional 
or non-directional. 
 


Marks AO2 


1 • Accurate identification 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


Exemplar answers: 
 


• I chose a non-directional hypothesis as the previous research 
has suggested different results, with some studies suggesting 
that due to evolutionary factors, girls are more inclined to help 
others in a group whereas social psychological research has 
shown that gender is not a contributing factor and it depends on 
how you are brought up. (2 marks)  


• I chose a directional hypothesis as the previous research 
suggested that girls are more helpful than boys. (1 marks) 


 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate explanation of the justification for the 


hypothesis for this research. 


1 
• Basic explanation of the justification for the 


hypothesis for this research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(ii) Identify whether the hypothesis in (a)(i) is directional or non-directional and explain
why you chose this for your experiment. 	 [1 + 2]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.












(c) Identify the level of measurement of the data collected by the researcher in
this research. [1] 


Credit will be given for: 


• Interval data


• Ratio data


Marks AO2 


1 • Identification is accurate.


0 
• Inappropriate answer given.


• No response attempted.












Sticky Note

0 Marks
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(A290U20-1)12


Examiner
only


SECTION C – Application of research methods to a novel scenario


Answer all questions.


9. 	 A primary school headteacher received complaints from a few parents that a teacher was 
discriminating against the boys in her class. The parents complained the teacher was giving 
the boys more negative attention and less positive attention than the girls. The headteacher 
asked an educational psychologist to carry out a participant observation. Using event 
sampling, she recorded how many times the teacher paid attention to the pupils in the 
class, noting the gender of the pupil and whether the attention was negative or positive. The 
educational psychologist’s findings are shown in the table below: 


	 Fig.1 – A table to show the number and gender of the pupils receiving positive attention and 
negative attention.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Male pupil Female pupil


Number of times pupils 
receive positive attention 6 18


Number of times pupils 
receive negative attention 12 4


	 (c)	 Identify the level of measurement of the data collected by the researcher in this 
research.	 [1]
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(d) The educational psychologist decided to write up a report about the observation 
for the headteacher. In the report she decided to convert the data in Fig. 1 into 
percentages. 


 
Fig. 2 – A table to show the percentage and gender of the pupils receiving 
positive attention and negative attention. 


 


 Male pupil Female pupil 


Number of times pupils 
receive positive attention 


15% (ii) 


Number of times pupils 
receive negative attention 


(i) 10% 


 
(i) Showing your workings, calculate the percentage for the number of times 


negative attention was received by a male pupil. [2] 
 


Credit will be given for: 
 


• Correct percentage = 30% 


• Correct calculation:  


• 12 students divided by the total of 40 students multiplied by 100 


• 12/40 x 100 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Accurate working shown and accurate percentage 


calculated. 


1 • Accurate workings or accurate percentage calculated. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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	 (d)	 The educational psychologist decided to write up a report about the observation for the 


headteacher. In the report she decided to convert the data in Fig.1 into percentages.  


		  Fig. 2 – A table to show the percentage and gender of the pupils receiving positive 
attention and negative attention.


	 (i)	 Showing your workings, calculate the percentage for the number of times negative 
attention was received by a male pupil.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


Male pupil Female pupil


Number of times pupils 
receive positive attention 15% (ii)


Number of times pupils 
receive negative attention (i) 10%
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(d) The educational psychologist decided to write up a report about the observation 
for the headteacher. In the report she decided to convert the data in Fig. 1 into 
percentages. 


 
Fig. 2 – A table to show the percentage and gender of the pupils receiving 
positive attention and negative attention. 


 


 Male pupil Female pupil 


Number of times pupils 
receive positive attention 


15% (ii) 


Number of times pupils 
receive negative attention 


(i) 10% 


 


(ii) Showing your workings, calculate the percentage for the number of times 
positive attention was received by a female pupil. [2] 


 


Credit will be given for: 
 


• Correct percentage = 45% 


• Correct calculation:  


• 18 students divided by the total of 40 students multiplied by 100 


• 18/40 x 100 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Accurate working shown and accurate percentage 


calculated. 


1 • Accurate workings or accurate percentage calculated. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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only
	 (d)	 The educational psychologist decided to write up a report about the observation for the 


headteacher. In the report she decided to convert the data in Fig.1 into percentages.  


		  Fig. 2 – A table to show the percentage and gender of the pupils receiving positive 
attention and negative attention.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


	 (ii)	 Showing your workings, calculate the percentage for the number of times positive 
attention was received by a female pupil.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


Male pupil Female pupil


Number of times pupils 
receive positive attention 15% (ii)


Number of times pupils 
receive negative attention (i) 10%
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(b) Explain what Is meant by 'secondary sources' in psychology. (2] 
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(b) Explain what is meant by ‘secondary sources’ in psychology. [2] 


Exemplar answers: 


Information sources/data that have not been directly collected /created by 
the researcher e.g. use of methods such as content analysis of existing 
data, or literature reviews. (2 marks)  


The researcher uses data that already exists (1 mark) 


• Any other appropriate content.


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable explanation.


1 • Partial explanation.


0 
• Inappropriate answer given.


• No response attempted.












Sticky Note

 This response achieved the full 2 marks = reasonable explanation. Similar to the exemplar answer in the mark scheme. 
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This response achieved 1 mark for a partial response. Again, examples are not necessary for full marks, but this response was less detailed (information found by someone else) 
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This received 2 marks – clear explanation with an example. 
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(b) Explain what is meant by ‘secondary sources’ in psychology. [2]
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(c) Using examples from psychology, discuss why primary sources may be better 
than secondary sources. [6] 


 


Credit will be given for: 
 


• Primary sources may be more valid than secondary sources as the 
researcher has designed the investigation and the method of data 
collection specifically to test a hypothesis. For example, an experiment 
can be controlled to reduce or eliminate the effect of extraneous 
variables. 


• Primary sources may be more ethical than secondary sources as the 
researcher has control over how participants are recruited and tested 
and can ensure that BPS guidelines are followed. For example, an 
interview of a sensitive topic can be adjusted to take into consideration 
any sensitive issues that arise.  


• However, primary sources may be more time consuming to collect and 
analyse data whereas secondary data is already available; for example, 
existing medical data exists to examine the effectiveness of drug 
therapy for clinical disorders.  


• Primary sources cannot examine historical trends whereas secondary 
sources can be looked at over time to see trends and changes; for 
example, we can understand obedience to authority at different points 
in time.   


 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO3 


5-6 
• Reasonable discussion of the strengths and/or weaknesses 


of using primary sources compared to secondary sources, 
with relevant examples from psychology. 


3-4 


• Basic discussion of the strengths and/or weaknesses of 
using primary sources, with relevant examples from 
psychology. 


OR 


• Reasonable discussion of the strengths and/or weaknesses 
of using primary sources, without examples from psychology. 


1-2 


• Superficial discussion of the strengths and/or weaknesses of 
using primary sources, with relevant examples from 
psychology. 


OR 


• Basic discussion of the strengths and/or weaknesses of 
using primary sources, without examples from psychology. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


 
  












Sticky Note

This receives no marks – it is a basic response but does not use any examples from psychology.
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Sticky Note

This received 3 marks – the first point has some reference to psychology but it is basic although does make a relevant points about temporal validity. The second point is a better discussion of the strength but without examples from psychology. 
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Sticky Note

This received 5 marks. Two reasonable discussions of the strengths but only the first point has a relevant example from psychology so could not get top marks – just enough to get into the top band. 
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(c) Using examples from psychology, discuss why primary sources may be better than
secondary sources. [6]
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Question 1. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 


This received 1 mark - a partial response ‘hand-picked by the researcher themselves’ but does not 
explain how, e.g. through their own research or an example of a method. 


 
 


Benchmark script 2 
 


This response achieved 2 marks as a reasonable explanation. It is not essential to have examples of 
types of primary methods to achieve the full marks for this question. There is enough here to show that 
the candidate understands that the researcher gains the data from their own research, without stating 
what that research method is. 


 
 


Benchmark script 3 
 


No credit for this response = 0 marks. 







Eduqas A level Psychology Component 2 Standardisation Answer Booklet – Summer 2022 


6 


 


 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2 


Reasonable explanation. Similar to the exemplar answer in the mark scheme. 
 
 
 


Question 1b. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


This response achieved the full 2 marks = reasonable explanation. Similar to the exemplar answer in the 
mark scheme. 


Benchmark script 2 
 


This response achieved 1 mark for a partial response. Again, examples are not necessary for full marks, 
but this response was less detailed (information found by someone else) 
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Benchmark script 3 
 


This received 2 marks – clear explanation with an example. 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 1 


Similar to the exemplar answer in the mark scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 


Question 1c. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


This receives no marks – it is a basic response but does not use any examples from psychology. 
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Benchmark script 2 
 


 


This received 3 marks – the first point has some reference to psychology but it is basic although does 
make a relevant points about temporal validity. The second point is a better discussion of the strength 
but without examples from psychology. 
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Benchmark script 3 
 


This received 5 marks. Two reasonable discussions of the strengths but only the first point has a relevant 
example from psychology so could not get top marks – just enough to get into the top band. 
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Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 3 


Reasonable discussion of both strengths and weaknesses but without examples. 
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Question 2a. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 


This received 2 marks – a reasonable explanation of the difference. 


Benchmark script 2 
 


This received 1 mark – partial explanation of the difference, similar to the exemplar in the mark scheme. 


Benchmark script 3 
 


 
 


This response received no marks. The points are not comparable. Description of quantitative is not 
enough for credit. 
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Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 1 as per mark scheme 
 
 
 


Question 2b. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


This received 1 marks – an example of a descriptive answer, i.e. it is telling us what qualitative data 
is/isn’t and what it is/isn’t supposed to do; this is not evaluation. 1 mark given for hint at evaluation with 
the reference to it being ‘useful’. 
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Benchmark script 2 
 


This received the full 4 marks – a good comparison to the previous response. This candidate has 
explained why getting an in-depth answer is useful (for case studies) rather than just describing that 
qualitative data gives in-depth data. The Bowlby example adds to the explanation. The weakness is 
reasonable with further development through the example of Bowlby’s subjective bias. 


Benchmark script 3 
 


This received 2 marks – no marks for the strength but a reasonable evaluation of the weakness. 
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Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 4 


A reasonable explanation of the strength which goes further than simply saying it can give insight. The 
answer is developed to explain why this is a strength – it allows for in-depth explanations to the 
research question. The weakness is also reasonable ‘hard to measure’ with an appropriate example 
(ignoring the point about making comparisons). 


 
 
 
 







3. Describe the following ways of assessing velldlty 1n psychological research·


(a) concurrent validity.


D.r °'-


�Ltd,A:'l L� t.,,..)Cc..,_fh- O ✓ 


'(.�, 4-.:::J.> 6, � ��--4'"C� � 


[2) 
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Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 1 


Although there is no mention of findings, there is enough for a basic response with the use of the term 
‘validated research’. 


 
 
 


Question 3b. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 


Examiner mark: 0. Nothing creditable. 
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Benchmark script 2 
 


Enough for full 2marks – the concept of checking the content and asking the experts for their opinion. 


Benchmark script 3 
 


No marks awarded – nothing creditable. 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark = 1 – similar to the exemplar on the mark scheme. 
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Question 4 (i) and (ii). 


Benchmark script 1 
 


(a)   = 1 
(b)  = 1 


Benchmark script 2 
 


No marks awarded. 
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Benchmark script 3 
 


Examiner mark = 1 + 1 


Script X 
 


 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark:0 
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Question 5a. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


1 mark awarded. Partial explanation – this might not apply to all case studies; no mention of multiple 
methods or longitudinal research. 


 
 


Benchmark script 2 
 


2 marks awarded. Reasonable explanation as per the mark scheme. 


Benchmark script 3 
 


No marks awarded – could be one of several methods. 
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Script X 
 


 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2 


Reasonable explanation – similar to the exemplar answer in the mark scheme. 
 
 
 


Question 5b. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


0 + 1 mark awarded. Descriptive response, but basic mark given for ‘time consuming’. 







Eduqas A level Psychology Component 2 Standardisation Answer Booklet – Summer 2022 


22 


 


 


Benchmark script 2 
 


0 + 1 – description of what a case studies is / what is does – no evaluation of the strengths. Basic marks 
given for how findings and conclusions cannot be obtained quickly (rather than ‘takes a long time’ – that 
is descriptive of a longitudinal study). 
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Benchmark script 3 
 


Examiner marks: 2 + 0 


Reasonable evaluation of strength but the point made about not being able to generalise is not a 
weakness of a case study (this is not the intention of a case study). Credit would have been given for a 
similar point if it had been linked to difficulty replicating the research (reliability), but not for 
generalisability. 
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Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 0 + 2 


Strength is descriptive. Reasonable evaluation of the weakness. 
 
 
 
 
 


Question 6a. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


No marks awarded – inaccurate response. The reference to the information Milgram gained after the 
research (glad to have participated) is not part of the findings of the study. 
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Benchmark script 2 
 


2 marks awarded. The % would only receive basic credit (65% and 35%) but stating the voltage at which 
the participants stopped added enough to the response to get both marks (just). 


Benchmark script 3 
 


Received 1 mark. Ignoring the incorrect number/percentage, basic credit for the last sentence. 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2. Reasonable description. 
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Harm not mentioned 


Very basic evaluation of the sample with incorrect reference to Gilligan’s comments 


Question 6b. 


Benchmark script 1 
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Discussion of the lack of a control group is not relevant. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Assumption 
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AO3 


 


 
 


 


Examiner’s mark – 3 


Thorough valuation of one element (sample) with superficial evaluation of method = band 1 – 3 but the 
conclusion pushes it into the next band. 


AO3 
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It was not Milgram’s intention to propose a theory of obedience 
applicable to women at the time. 


Milgram intended for the location to be prestigious so this is part of the study design – not a 
flaw. 


Benchmark script 2 
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AO3 


 


 
 


 


 


Examiner’s marks: 6 


Reasonable evaluation of one element (method) and basic evaluation of the other two (location and 
sample) so band 4 – 6. Some of the points are generic so lacks depth in places, but a conclusion pushes it 
up to 6. 
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Benchmark script 3 
 


 


AO3 
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Basic 


Basic 


 


 
 


 


 


AO3 
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AO3 


 


 
 


 


Examiner’s marks: 10 


Thorough evaluation of on element (sample) and reasonable of other two (location and method). 


Depth and range, all evaluation points are relevant to context and there is a clear conclusion– most 
features of top band. 


AO3 
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Script X 
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Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 4 


Basic evaluation of two elements (sample and location) – band 1 -3 


Examiner’s comments: Evaluation of the sample is basic, as the study was never intended to be 
generalised to women. There is a misunderstanding of the term ‘location’ (USA) – some credit in this 
paragraph of ‘observer’s values and beliefs’ but very limited credit for comments on ethnocentricism; 
Milgram’s aim was to distinguish the differences between German and American soldiers/men so this is 
basic evaluation. Superficial evaluation of ‘limit the effect of extraneous variables’. Superficial 
conclusion gets it out of the bottom band. 
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Appropriate identification followed by description of the aim – no explanation 
of the reason why a direction hypothesis was chosen 


1 + 0 


IV not fully operationalised 


1 


Question 7. 


Benchmark script 1 
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The identification mark can be given as it is appropriate for the explanation and the design of this 
research, but the explanation is not linked to the research. 


1 + 0 


 


 
 


Reasonable explanation linked to the research 
2 


Appropriate identification (time of sale) followed by basic explanation linked to 
the research. 


1 + 1 
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TOTAL MARKS FOR THIS QUESTION = 8 


When a candidate does not offer a response, make sure you use the icon from 
the top menu in e-marker – do not enter zero marks. 


1 


Appropriate identification of the test for this research but the justification is not 
linked to the research. 
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DV not fully operationalised 1 


Appropriate identification of the test and explanation – linked to the research 1 + 2 


Appropriate identification of the test and explanation – linked to the research 
1 + 2 


Benchmark script 2 
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1 1 identification mark for repeated measures, Muddled – explains the two conditions of the IV rather than 
the participants repeating both conditions. 


 


 
 
 


Appropriate explanation – linked to the research 2 


1 identification mark for appropriate test if the participants repeated both conditions. 
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TOTAL MARKS FOR THIS QUESTION = 12 


First improvement is a change of the method so not appropriate. Second improvement is linked more clearly 
but is a basic explanation – a bigger sample does not equate to generalisability. The hint at ‘other age groups 
is better but not developed. 


1 
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Direction is appropriate for this research but the justification is inappropriate 
1 + 0 


1 IV not operationalised 


1 + 2 


Appropriate identification of ‘type of reward’ and reasonable explanation linked to the research 


Basic explanation with link to the research – doesn’t explain why jelly babies would be 
appropriate or of interest 


1 


Benchmark script 3 
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Appropriate design identified. Superficial explanation (with some confusion) linked to the research. 


1 + 1 


Inappropriate for the design of this research. 
0 
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TOTAL MARKS FOR THIS QUESTION = 8 


This design is explained in earlier responses so this is not an appropriate improvement. 
 


The second improvement is appropriate but is not linked to the research. 


0 
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Script X 
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Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 15 


7(a)(i) = 1 Neither IV and DV operationalized. 


7(a)(ii) = 1 + 1 Appropriate identification and basic explanation linked to the research. 


7(b)(i) = 1 + 2 Appropriate identification of personality with reasonable explanation linked to the 
research. 


7(b)(ii) = 2 Reasonable explanation linked to the research, 


7(c) = 1 + 1 Appropriate design identified with basic explanation but not linked to the research. 


7(d) = 2 Appropriate identification of inferential test for this research, with one feature linked to 
the research (test for difference). 


7(e) = 2 First improvement identified but not explained, Second improvement is reasonable and 
linked to the research. 
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Not linked to the research 


0 + 1 Basic but not clearly 
linked (startled them) 


Question 8. 


Benchmark script 1 
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1 + 1 Basic strength and weakness but not clearly linked to the 
research. 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Benchmark script 2 
 


Ethical issue not explained or linked. Way of dealing with is 
explained in a basic manner but not linked to the research. 


0 + 1 
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Appropriate strength and weakness with links to the research. 


 


 
 


Benchmark script 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


0 + 2 


Ethical issue not explained or clearly linked. Way of 
dealing with the issue of consent – basic explanation 
with link to the research. 


2 + 2 
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Ethical issue not explained. Way of dealing with is explained and linked to the research. 


0 + 2 
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Script X 
 


 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: a = 2 + 0; b = 2 + 1 


8a – appropriate weakness linked to the research, but strength is inappropriate (questionnaires) 


8b – appropriate ethical issue linked with appropriate way of dealing with the issue but not linked. 
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2 Reasonable description. 


Basic description. 1 


Question 9a. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


  
 
 


Benchmark script 2 
 


 
 
 


Benchmark script 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 


2 Reasonable description – does not have to be covert. 
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0 Inappropriate – confused with time sampling. 


0 Does not have to link to the research – not clear enough for credit 


Script X 
 


 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2 – Reasonable description . 
 
 
 


Question 9b. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


Benchmark script 2 
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2 Reasonable description 


0 


0 


Benchmark script 3 
 


 
Script X 


 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2. Reasonable description. 
 
 
 


Question 9c. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


Benchmark script 2 
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0 


Ignoring the calculation of the times positive attention was received by the males as this was 
given in the table and may have simply been a way of cross checking the calculation. 


2 


Benchmark script 3 
 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 0 


 
 


Question 9d (i). 


Benchmark script 1 
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0 


2 


Benchmark script 2 
 


Benchmark script 3 
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2 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2. Accurate calculation and workings are shown. 


Question 9 d (ii) 


Benchmark script 1 
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0 


Benchmark script 2 


 


Benchmark script 3 
 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 2 


 


2 
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Appropriate identification = 1 
 


Appropriate explanation with clear links to the research = 2 


1 + 2 


Appropriate identification = 1 
 


Appropriate explanation without clear links to the research = 2 (ignore inaccurate comment about correlation) 


1 + 1 


Question 10a (i) and (ii). 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 
 


Benchmark script 2 
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Appropriate identification = 1 
 


Inappropriate explanation = 0 


1 + 0 


Benchmark script 3 
 


Script X 
 


 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 1 + 0. The explanation is inappropriate. 
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This is an inferential conclusion so therefore it cannot be drawn from the information in Fig. 3 


0 


The use of the words ‘memory ability’ rather than ‘scores’ makes this an inferential conclusion 
so therefore it cannot be drawn from the information in Fig. 3 


0 


A conclusion that can be drawn from Fig. 3 with clear links to the research. 


2 


Question 10a (iii) 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 
 
 


Benchmark script 2 
 


 
Benchmark script 3 
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3 


Script X 
 


 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 0. This is an inferential conclusion. 
 
 
 


Question 10b. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 


Reasonable – 10 people are matched, characteristics of matching, both pairs do the test. Clearly 
linked to the research. 
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Basic – matched with a control group, characteristics of matching. Clearly linked to the research. 2 


Basic (just) – matched on characteristics. Clearly linked to the research. 
2 


Benchmark script 2 
 


 
 


Benchmark script 3 
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Script X 
 


 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 3. Reasonable and clearly linked. 
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Not appropriate 0 + 0 


Appropriate reason (difference) but not clearly linked – there is a mention of the research but not 
within the explanation that this test is a test for difference. We would need to see the two conditions 
for a clear link. 


1 + 0 


Questions 10c. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 


Benchmark script 2 
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Reasonable and clearly linked to the research 2 + 2 


Benchmark script 3 
 


 
 


Script X 
 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark = 1 + 1. Basic and not clearly linked. 
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0 + 0 


0 + 0 


Question 10d. 


Benchmark script 1 
 


 
 


Benchmark script 2 
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0 + 1 


Benchmark script 3 
 


 
 


 
 


Script X 
 


 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 0 + 0 


Although the figures are incorrect, which means the link is not there, the justification is 
accurate, so mark given for basic answer not clearly linked. 
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Question 10e. 


Benchmark script 1 
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Reasonable discussion with clear links to Psychology. 


Although the candidate has suggested two ways, there is repetition, so credit given for one 
point = basic discussion with clear links to psychology. 


1 


 


  
 


 
 
 
 


Benchmark script 2 
 


4 
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Basic discussion with links to psychology. 


Benchmark script 3 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 
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Script X 
 


 


Your mark: 


Examiner mark: 3. Reasonable discussion with clear links to psychology. 
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3. Describe the following ways of assessing validity in psychological research:
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3. Describe the following ways of assessing validity in psychological research: 
 


(a) concurrent validity [2] 
 


Exemplar answers:  
 
Validating a measurement by comparing it with an established 
measurement that has known validity. If similar results occur on both tests, 
then this new test is valid. If not, then the new test would have to be 
redesigned and tested. (2 marks) 
 
Comparing the results of a test to the results of an existing test which is 
valid (1 mark)  
 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable description. 


1 • Basic description. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


 












Sticky Note

This received 1 mark – there is accurate description of the comparison but the similarity between the method and procedure is inaccurate, so this is a basic response. 
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(c) Identify the experimental design and explain why it was appropriate in your 
experiment. [1+3] 


 


Credit could be given for:  
 
Identification of experimental design 
 


• Independent groups. 


• Repeated measures / repeated groups (not relevant for gender). 


• Matched pairs. 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO2 


1 • Accurate identification. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


Exemplar answers: 
 


• I chose an independent groups design as my independent variable was 
gender and I wanted to test the difference between the two groups of 
boys and girls. It would be impossible to use a repeated measures 
design as a boy could not then repeat the study as a girl in my 
experiment. [3 marks]  


• I chose a matched pairs design as I wanted to test the difference 
between two groups of boys and girls, but I wanted to control for as 
many extraneous variables as I could. [2 marks] 


• I chose an independent groups design as I had two groups – one group 
of boys and one group of girls and I couldn’t use repeated measures. 
[1 mark] 


 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


3 
• Thorough appropriate explanation of the choice of 


experimental design clearly linked to the research. 


2 


• Basic appropriate explanation of the choice of experimental 
design clearly linked to the research. 


OR 


• Thorough appropriate explanation of the choice of 
experimental design not clearly linked to the research. 


1 


• Superficial appropriate explanation of the choice of 
experimental design clearly linked to the research. 


OR 


• Basic appropriate explanation of the choice of experimental 
design not clearly linked to the research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(c) Identify the experimental design and explain why it was appropriate in your experiment.
[1 + 3]












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 16 


(d) Identify and fully justify the choice of inferential statistical test that you used to 
analyse the data in your experiment. [4] 


 


There will potentially be differences that reflect the research choices made 
by each candidate; credit the inferential statistical test choice if it is 
potentially an appropriate way of analysing the data collected in their 
experiment on helping behaviour. 
 
Exemplar answers: 
 


• I used a Mann Whitney test to analyse my data as I was testing for a 
difference between two independent groups (participants were either 
male or female) and the level of measurement was interval (number of 
times they helped). [4 marks] 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 
N.B. Candidates who report selecting a Spearman’s Rho or any other 
inferential test that would not be used for an experiment, cannot receive 
credit.  
 


Marks AO2 


4 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 
All of the following conditions included in the justification: 


• Test of difference noted and linked to research. 


• Level of measurement noted and linked to research. 


• Independent or related data noted and linked to research. 


3 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 
Two of the following conditions included in the justification: 


• Test of difference noted and linked to research. 


• Level of measurement noted and linked to research. 


• Independent or related data noted and linked to research. 


2 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 
One of the following conditions included in the justification: 


• Test of difference noted and linked to research. 


• Level of measurement noted and linked to research. 


• Independent or related data noted and linked to research. 


1 


• Inferential statistical test identified. 


• No justification of the inferential statistical test chosen. 
OR 


• Incorrect justification of the inferential statistical test chosen. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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Examiner


only
	 (d)	 Identify and fully justify the choice of inferential statistical test that you used to analyse 


the data in your experiment.	 [4]
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© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 17 


(e) Explain two improvements you could make to your experiment. [4] 
 


Exemplar answers:  
 
Reliability issues could be improved with techniques such as 
standardisation, operationalising and carrying out a repeat of the 
experiment at a later date. [2 marks] 
 
Validity issues could be improved by increasing control/conducting 
research in the laboratory not the field; increasing the realism of the task; 
using a more representative sample. [2 marks] 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO2 


4 
• Reasonable explanation of two improvements clearly linked 


to this investigation. 


3 
• Basic explanation of two improvements linked to this 


investigation. 


2 


• Superficial explanation of two improvements linked to this 
investigation. 


OR 


• Reasonable explanation of one improvement clearly linked to 
this investigation. 


1 


• Two improvements are identified but not explained or linked. 
OR 


• Basic explanation of one improvement linked to this 
investigation 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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	 (e)	 Explain two improvements you could make to your experiment.	 [4]
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Section C 
 
 


9. A primary school headteacher received complaints from a few parents that a teacher 
was discriminating against the boys in her class. The parents complained the teacher 
was giving the boys more negative attention and less positive attention than the girls. 
The headteacher asked an educational psychologist to carry out a participant 
observation. Using event sampling, she recorded how many times the teacher paid 
attention to the pupils in the class, noting the gender of the pupil and whether the 
attention was negative or positive. The educational psychologist’s findings are shown 
in the table below:  


 
Fig.1. A table to show the number and gender of the pupils receiving positive 
attention and negative attention. 


 


 Male pupil Female pupil 


Number of pupils who received 
positive attention 


6 18 


Number of pupils who received 
negative attention 


12 4 


 
 


(a) Describe what is meant by the term ‘participant observation’.  [2] 
 


Exemplar answers:  
 
A research method where the researcher takes on the role of a participant 
whilst observing other participants’ behaviour around them (2 marks) 
 
Where the researcher is part of the event being studied (1 mark) 
 
Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable description. 


1 • Basic description. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


 
  












Sticky Note

2 Marks
Reasonable description – does not have to be covert. 
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Sticky Note

2 Marks
Reasonable description
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SECTION C – Application of research methods to a novel scenario


Answer all questions.


9. 	 A primary school headteacher received complaints from a few parents that a teacher was 
discriminating against the boys in her class. The parents complained the teacher was giving 
the boys more negative attention and less positive attention than the girls. The headteacher 
asked an educational psychologist to carry out a participant observation. Using event 
sampling, she recorded how many times the teacher paid attention to the pupils in the 
class, noting the gender of the pupil and whether the attention was negative or positive. The 
educational psychologist’s findings are shown in the table below: 


	 Fig.1 – A table to show the number and gender of the pupils receiving positive attention and 
negative attention.


Male pupil Female pupil


Number of times pupils 
receive positive attention 6 18


Number of times pupils 
receive negative attention 12 4


	 (a)	 Describe what is meant by the term ‘participant observation’.	 [2]
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(b) Describe what is meant by the term ‘event sampling’. [2] 
 


Exemplar answers:  
 
Event sampling is a method of recording behaviour in an observation. The 
researcher records how many times a particular event occurs. [2 marks] 
 
Event sampling is when the researcher counts how many times something 
happens [1 mark] 
 
Any other appropriate content.  
 


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable description. 


1 • Basic description.  


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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Inappropriate - confused with time sampling
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(b) Describe what is meant by the term ‘event sampling’. [2]
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Section A 
 
 
1. (a) Explain what is meant by ‘primary sources’ in psychology. [2] 
 


Exemplar answers:  
 
Information sources/data that is directly collected by the researcher first-
hand e.g. they collect data through a questionnaire, experiment, interviews 
etc. for their research (2 marks)  
 
Data that is collected by the researcher (1 mark) 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 


Marks AO1 


2 • Reasonable explanation. 


1 • Partial explanation. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 


 












Sticky Note

This received 1 mark - a partial response ‘hand-picked by the researcher themselves’ but does not 
explain how, e.g. through their own research or an example of a method. 
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Sticky Note

This response achieved 2 marks as a reasonable explanation. It is not essential to have examples of types of primary methods to achieve the full marks for this question. There is enough here to show that the candidate understands that the researcher gains the data from their own research, without stating what that research method is. 
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 No credit for this response = 0 marks. 
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1.	 (a)	 Explain what is meant by ‘primary sources’ in psychology.	 [2]
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(b) (i) Identify and explain one extraneous variable you considered in your 
experiment. [1+2] 


 


Credit could be given for:  
 


Marks AO2 


1 Identification of a plausible extraneous variable 


Exemplar answers: 
 
One extraneous variable was time of day [1] because if the student 
was in a hurry to get to class, they may have been more worried 
about getting into trouble than stopping to help; this affects the 
validity of the findings. [2] 
 
One extraneous variable was whether the student knew the 
confederate lying on the floor [1] as they might be more likely to 
help someone that they liked rather than someone they didn’t like, 
affecting the validity/reliability of the study. [2] 
 
One extraneous variable was the presence of a teacher [1] as the 
student may have though the teacher was going to help and they 
did not need to. [1] 
 
One extraneous variable was the furniture in the common room [1] 
as they might not have seen the person on the floor. [1] 
 


• Any other appropriate content 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate explanation of an extraneous variable 


with links to this research. 


1 
• Basic explanation of an extraneous variable linked to 


this research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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	 (b)	 (i) 	 Identify and explain one extraneous variable you considered in your experiment.
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(ii) Explain how you dealt with the extraneous variable identified in (b) (i)
 [2] 


 


Credit could be given for:  
 


• Standardised procedures. 


• Collecting data at the same time of day. 


• Using a matched pairs design. 
 


• Any other appropriate content. 
 
Exemplar answers: 
 
We controlled the extraneous variable by conducting the experiment 
in the common room at the same time of day so that the students 
were all on break or lunch and were not at risk of missing lessons. 
[2 marks] 
 
We kept the common room the same for all participants so that they 
could all see the person needing help. [2 marks] 
 
We asked the teachers not to come into the common room. [1 mark] 
 


Marks AO2 


2 
• Appropriate explanation of how the extraneous 


variable was controlled with links to this research. 


1 
• Basic explanation of how the extraneous variable was 


controlled with links to this research. 


0 
• Inappropriate answer given. 


• No response attempted. 
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(ii) Explain how you dealt with the extraneous variable identified in (b)(i). [2]
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