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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.


	Eduqas 2021 Online Exam Review
	C700U20-1 Eduqas GCSE English Language Component 2
	Item Level Data
	Facility factor graph
	Question 1.1
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1.2
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1.3
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1.4
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1.5
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1.6
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 2.1
	Mark scheme 
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 2.2
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked








QUESTION 1.1 – BENCHMARK 2












QUESTION 1.1 – RESPONSE 2












QUESTION 1.1 – RESPONSE 1












 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 3 


Section A: 40 marks 
 


Read the passage from `Ask an Astronaut` in the separate Resource 
Material. 


 
1 1 a) What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk?   [1] 


 
b) Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? [1] 


 
c) Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from? [1] 


 
(AO1  1a and 1b) 
 
This question tests the ability to identify explicit information.    
 
Award one mark for each correct response in a), b) and c). 


 
a) repair a faulty solar panel [1] 


 
b) Len’s spacesuit had developed a fault / water had begun to enter his 


space helmet. [1] 
 


c) Sir Paul McCartney [1] 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ by 
Tim Peake. 


The extract on the opposite page is from an article written by Robert Wood in 1896. 


Both passages describe remarkable achievements in the history of flight.  


Read the passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ in the separate Resource Material. 


a)	 What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk? 	 [1]  


b) 	 Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? 	  [1]


c)	 Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from? 	  [1]


How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and interesting for 
his readers?   


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert Wood on the opposite 
page.


a) 	 How long had Otto Lilienthal been experimenting with flying machines? 	  [1]


b)	 How high did Otto Lilienthal go in his flying machine?	 [1]


c)	 What evidence is there that Otto Lilienthal was pleased with his flight?  	 [1]


“Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his ‘flying machine’.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what the writer says
•    how the writer says it	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, identify what Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal wore for 
the spacewalk and the flight in the flying machine. 	 [4]


Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of flight.


Compare:
     •    the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
     •    how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers  	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Tim Peake was the first British astronaut to fly to the International Space Station 
and take part in a spacewalk. He wrote about his experience in his book, ‘Ask an 
Astronaut’. 


My first ever walk in space was the most vivid memory I have of my flight into space. Orbiting 
at over 17000 miles per hour, high above planet Earth, it felt unreal to work in such perilous 
conditions. At any moment I could have been hit by a hurtling micro-meteorite, but it was 
worth the risk to witness the widescreen beauty of Earth, as few in history have done. 


At 12.55pm on Friday 15th January 2016, my fellow astronaut, Len Kopra, and I got the 
message from Mission Control back on Earth to leave the space station to repair a unit on a 
faulty solar panel. Any nerves that I had before my spacewalk were dealt with by making sure 
that I was completely prepared for what I was about to do and the moment I felt any anxiety 
disappear was when Len opened the hatch to space. Night was approaching, the sun was 
low on the horizon and I remember pulling on my pressurised space gloves and thinking, 
‘Finally, time to get to work!’  


Carrying a bag of tools each, we set off to do the repair work– a simple task back on Earth for 
any electrician. The only difference? We were setting foot into the vacuum of space. Leaving 
the safe haven of the International Space Station, we were about to enter an environment 
where temperatures are so extreme they can vary from 200 degrees Celsius in sunlight to 
minus 200 degrees at night; one minute it is bright daylight and the next minute it is pitch 
black. Worse still, if something went wrong you could find yourself floating away into space, 
250 miles above the Earth. 


Our task was to replace a faulty unit on one of the solar panels at the edge of the space 
station. It meant the space station was down to one-eighth of its electrical power, so it was 
an important job to restore the space station to full capability. 


Len and I had to get to the panel safely but rapidly. Timing was critical to this spacewalk 
and the only way to replace the faulty unit safely was to wait until the temperature dropped 
when the sun went down. Len and I made good progress once we left the space station and 
we were in position by the solar panel ten minutes ahead of schedule. As we approached 
sunset, Mission Control told us to raise the visors on our space helmets, ready for the rapid 
change into the blackness of night. 


During my spacewalk by far the best part was a feeling of awe and reverence during those 
precious few moments while waiting to get to work. As day changed into night, it was like 
having a front-row seat in nature’s own widescreen cinema. I could turn in any direction, 
one minute marvelling at how fragile and beautiful Earth looked as it slipped gracefully into 
shadow, the next minute seeing only the vast blackness of space. Without gravity, and not 
feeling the weight of my spacesuit, I felt completely detached – utterly removed from Earth, 
civilisation, the space station. I had the sensation of being a tiny spectator in an immeasurably 
vast universe. It was the most astonishing and humbling experience of my life. 


During the spacewalk Len and I had been working on separate tasks, but we were not too far 
away from each other when it became clear that his spacesuit had developed a fault. Water 
had begun to enter his helmet and Mission Control told us to get safely back inside the space 
station. Fortunately, we had already completed the task of restoring the space station back 
to full power, and the spacewalk had been declared a success.   
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It wasn’t until much later that evening that I realised how much interest there had been in 
the spacewalk and the amount of support I had received from people back home. Messages 
of encouragement had been flooding in during the day. There was even a tweet from Sir 
Paul McCartney: ‘Good luck – we’re all watching. Wishing you a happy stroll outdoors in the 
universe.’ 


It was overwhelming to achieve a personal dream – to fly in space and be the first British 
astronaut to walk in space. It was also extremely humbling to know that it had also meant so 
much to so many people. I went to sleep that night a very proud Briton. 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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1 2 How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and 
interesting for his readers? 
 


  


You should comment on:  
• what he says  
• his use of language, tone and structure 
• other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting [10] 
 
You must refer to the text to support your comments. 


 
(AO2 1a, b, c and d) 


 
This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers 
use language, tone and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views. 


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who simply identify a few textual details that show the 
account is interesting. Responses in this band are likely to be brief and limited 
and may lack clarity/precision. Responses may also struggle to engage with the 
text and/or the question. 


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who select some of the relevant details from the text 
that show his account is vivid and interesting. The responses may include some 
simple comments alongside relevant selection of detail although coverage and 
comment across the whole text may be limited. These responses may simply 
identify subject terminology. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who identify and comment on a range of details that 
Tim Peake uses in the text that make the account vivid and interesting, and 
begin to show how aspects such as language, tone and structure are used to 
achieve effects and influence the reader. These responses may begin to use 
relevant subject terminology to support their comments, where appropriate. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a good range 
of different details that Tim Peake uses in the text make the account vivid and 
interesting, and begin to analyse how aspects such as language, tone and 
structure are used to influence the reader. Relevant subject terminology is used 
accurately to support comments effectively, where appropriate. 


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about a 
wide range of different details that Tim Peake uses in the text to make the 
account vivid and interesting. These responses provide detailed analysis of how 
aspects such as language, tone and structure are used to achieve effects and 
influence readers. Well-considered, accurate use of relevant subject terminology 
supports comments effectively, where appropriate. 
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Details that candidates may explore or comment on could be: 
 
• he begins the passage by saying the experience was “surreal” – use of the 


adjective implies it was like nothing he had ever experienced 
• he writes about the potential perils he faced: 


o being hit by a micro-meteorite 
o the extreme temperatures outside the space station 
o losing his grip and floating away into space 


• he writes about his feelings as he experiences seeing “the widescreen 
beauty of Earth” – the tone is one of awe and wonder at what he sees 
o he uses a simile to explain what he can see “like having a front-row 


seat…” 
o he uses the verb “marvelling” to show his feelings at how “fragile and 


beautiful Earth looked” 
o he feels “awe and reverence” looking at the Earth and the “vast 


blackness of space” 
o he felt as if he were “a microscopic spectator” – a tiny being in the 


vastness of the universe 
o he calls the experience “astonishing and humbling” 


• he writes about the importance of the job he has to do: 
o he has to restore the space station to full solar power 
o he says “timing was critical” 
o there is potential danger when Len’s spacesuit developed a fault and the 


spacewalk is cut short 
o the task is declared a success – the space station is back to full power 


• he concludes by telling us about the support he had received from those 
back on Earth and saying he was “a very proud Briton”  


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives.  
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Mark: 3 



Sticky Note

-Band 2
-limited response that only focuses on paragraphs 1 and 3 in the text
-to access the next band it needs to select a greater range of detail to comment upon from across the whole text.
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Mark: 6



Sticky Note

-Band 3

-the response includes a range of relevant textual details from across the whole text that particularly focus on Tim Peake’s feelings

-to access the next band it could explore other aspects of the text that  make the account vivid and interesting (for example, the details of the work he had to do), along with a more specific focus on `how`.
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Mark: 7 



Sticky Note

-Band 4

-the response has good coverage and selection of appropriate detail and there is a clear focus on the exploration of `how`

-to achieve a more secure mark in this band, the response could include some focus on the impact of specific words and phrases used in the text and make use of subject terminology.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ by 
Tim Peake. 


The extract on the opposite page is from an article written by Robert Wood in 1896. 


Both passages describe remarkable achievements in the history of flight.  


Read the passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ in the separate Resource Material. 


a)	 What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk? 	 [1]  


b) 	 Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? 	  [1]


c)	 Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from? 	  [1]


How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and interesting for 
his readers?   


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert Wood on the opposite 
page.


a) 	 How long had Otto Lilienthal been experimenting with flying machines? 	  [1]


b)	 How high did Otto Lilienthal go in his flying machine?	 [1]


c)	 What evidence is there that Otto Lilienthal was pleased with his flight?  	 [1]


“Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his ‘flying machine’.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what the writer says
•    how the writer says it	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, identify what Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal wore for 
the spacewalk and the flight in the flying machine. 	 [4]


Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of flight.


Compare:
     •    the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
     •    how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers  	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Tim Peake was the first British astronaut to fly to the International Space Station 
and take part in a spacewalk. He wrote about his experience in his book, ‘Ask an 
Astronaut’. 


My first ever walk in space was the most vivid memory I have of my flight into space. Orbiting 
at over 17000 miles per hour, high above planet Earth, it felt unreal to work in such perilous 
conditions. At any moment I could have been hit by a hurtling micro-meteorite, but it was 
worth the risk to witness the widescreen beauty of Earth, as few in history have done. 


At 12.55pm on Friday 15th January 2016, my fellow astronaut, Len Kopra, and I got the 
message from Mission Control back on Earth to leave the space station to repair a unit on a 
faulty solar panel. Any nerves that I had before my spacewalk were dealt with by making sure 
that I was completely prepared for what I was about to do and the moment I felt any anxiety 
disappear was when Len opened the hatch to space. Night was approaching, the sun was 
low on the horizon and I remember pulling on my pressurised space gloves and thinking, 
‘Finally, time to get to work!’  


Carrying a bag of tools each, we set off to do the repair work– a simple task back on Earth for 
any electrician. The only difference? We were setting foot into the vacuum of space. Leaving 
the safe haven of the International Space Station, we were about to enter an environment 
where temperatures are so extreme they can vary from 200 degrees Celsius in sunlight to 
minus 200 degrees at night; one minute it is bright daylight and the next minute it is pitch 
black. Worse still, if something went wrong you could find yourself floating away into space, 
250 miles above the Earth. 


Our task was to replace a faulty unit on one of the solar panels at the edge of the space 
station. It meant the space station was down to one-eighth of its electrical power, so it was 
an important job to restore the space station to full capability. 


Len and I had to get to the panel safely but rapidly. Timing was critical to this spacewalk 
and the only way to replace the faulty unit safely was to wait until the temperature dropped 
when the sun went down. Len and I made good progress once we left the space station and 
we were in position by the solar panel ten minutes ahead of schedule. As we approached 
sunset, Mission Control told us to raise the visors on our space helmets, ready for the rapid 
change into the blackness of night. 


During my spacewalk by far the best part was a feeling of awe and reverence during those 
precious few moments while waiting to get to work. As day changed into night, it was like 
having a front-row seat in nature’s own widescreen cinema. I could turn in any direction, 
one minute marvelling at how fragile and beautiful Earth looked as it slipped gracefully into 
shadow, the next minute seeing only the vast blackness of space. Without gravity, and not 
feeling the weight of my spacesuit, I felt completely detached – utterly removed from Earth, 
civilisation, the space station. I had the sensation of being a tiny spectator in an immeasurably 
vast universe. It was the most astonishing and humbling experience of my life. 


During the spacewalk Len and I had been working on separate tasks, but we were not too far 
away from each other when it became clear that his spacesuit had developed a fault. Water 
had begun to enter his helmet and Mission Control told us to get safely back inside the space 
station. Fortunately, we had already completed the task of restoring the space station back 
to full power, and the spacewalk had been declared a success.   
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It wasn’t until much later that evening that I realised how much interest there had been in 
the spacewalk and the amount of support I had received from people back home. Messages 
of encouragement had been flooding in during the day. There was even a tweet from Sir 
Paul McCartney: ‘Good luck – we’re all watching. Wishing you a happy stroll outdoors in the 
universe.’ 


It was overwhelming to achieve a personal dream – to fly in space and be the first British 
astronaut to walk in space. It was also extremely humbling to know that it had also meant so 
much to so many people. I went to sleep that night a very proud Briton. 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert 
Wood on the opposite page. 


 
1 3 a) How long had Otto Lilienthal been experimenting with flying 


machines? [1] 
 


  


b) How high did Otto Lilienthal go in his flying machine? [1] 
 


c) What evidence is there that Otto Lilienthal was pleased with his 
flight? [1] 


 
(AO1 1a, b, c, d) 


 
This question tests the ability to identify and interpret explicit and implicit 
information and ideas.  


 
Award one mark for each correct response in a), b) and c): 


 
a) eight years  [1] 


 
b) about fifty feet [1] 


 
c) after the flight he was ‘quite breathless from excitement’. [1] 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ by 
Tim Peake. 


The extract on the opposite page is from an article written by Robert Wood in 1896. 


Both passages describe remarkable achievements in the history of flight.  


Read the passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ in the separate Resource Material. 


a)	 What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk? 	 [1]  


b) 	 Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? 	  [1]


c)	 Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from? 	  [1]


How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and interesting for 
his readers?   


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert Wood on the opposite 
page.


a) 	 How long had Otto Lilienthal been experimenting with flying machines? 	  [1]


b)	 How high did Otto Lilienthal go in his flying machine?	 [1]


c)	 What evidence is there that Otto Lilienthal was pleased with his flight?  	 [1]


“Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his ‘flying machine’.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what the writer says
•    how the writer says it	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, identify what Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal wore for 
the spacewalk and the flight in the flying machine. 	 [4]


Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of flight.


Compare:
     •    the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
     •    how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers  	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Otto Lilienthal was the first man in the world to build and make a successful flight in what he 
called his ‘flying machine’. He was also the first man to be photographed flying. In 1896, an 
American, Robert Wood, met Lilienthal and wrote an article about watching him fly.  


The flying machine lay on the grass in the bright sunshine. Seeing its twenty-four square yards of 
snow-white cloth that made up the pair of enormous wings spread before me, I felt privileged, as if I 
was witnessing the very start of the flying age. So perfectly had Lilienthal constructed the machine 
that it was impossible to find a single loose cord, and the cloth was under such tension that the whole 
machine rang like a drum when rapped with the knuckles. Here was a flying machine constructed by 
an engineer of great ability, the result of eight years of successful experimenting.


We carried it to the top of the hill, and Lilienthal took his place in the frame of the machine, lifting it 
from the ground. He was dressed in a thick flannel shirt for protection against the cold. The machine 
itself weighed about forty pounds, and its ten-foot wings made it quite difficult to hold. It rocked and 
tipped from side to side with every puff of air, and Lilienthal had to exert his entire strength to keep it 
level. I could see he also wore baggy trousers, the knees of which were thickly padded to lessen the 
shock in case of an emergency landing or a too rapid descent.


I stood further down the hill with my camera and waited anxiously for the start. He faced the wind 
and stood like an athlete waiting for the starting pistol. At the precise moment the breeze increased 
a little, he took three rapid steps forward and was instantly lifted from the ground, sailing off from the 
summit. He went over my head at a terrific pace, at a height of about fifty feet, the wind playing wild 
tunes on the tense cords of the machine, and was past me before I had time to focus the camera on 
him.


For a moment I could see the top of the flying machine, which suddenly swerved dangerously to the 
left when a gust of wind caught it. However, with a powerful kick of his legs he expertly brought the 
machine once more under his control and sailed away below me across the fields. As he neared the 
end of his flight, and came within a foot of the ground, he cleverly allowed the wind to strike under 
the wings and he dropped lightly to the earth. I ran after him and found him quite breathless from 
excitement and the exertion.


Though I had read many articles about Lilienthal I had formed no idea how perfectly designed his 
invention was, or of the precision with which he controlled it. I have seen many other feats of skill and 
daring, but I have never witnessed anything so exciting as the wild, fearless rush of Otto Lilienthal 
flying through the air. It awakened such feelings of enthusiasm and admiration in me. The spectacle 
of this brave experimenter supported by huge white wings, moving high above me at race horse 
speed, produced an impression that can never be forgotten.


Robert Wood


Turn over.
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1 4 “Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his 
‘flying machine’.” 
 


  


How far do you agree with this statement? [10] 
 
You should comment on:  
• what the writer says  
• how the writer says it   
 
You must refer to the text to support your comments. 
 
(AO4) 
 
This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references.  
 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 
 
Give 1-2 marks to those who select one or two basic textual details and/or 
express a simple personal opinion. Responses in this band may be brief and 
limited and/or struggle to engage with the text and/or the question.  
 
Give 3-4 marks to those who select some relevant straightforward textual 
details, with some simple personal opinion. These responses will show some 
interaction with Wood’s account, although coverage of parts of the text may be 
limited.  
 
Give 5-6 marks to those who give an evaluation of the text supported by a range 
of relevant details from across the text. These responses will show some critical 
awareness of, and response to, Wood’s account, making good use of the text. 
 
Give 7-8 marks to those who give a detailed, critical evaluation of the text and its 
effects, supported by well-selected textual references. They will show critical 
awareness and understanding of Wood’s account, using a good range of 
relevant details, including appropriate textual selection from across the text.   
 
Give 9-10 marks to those who give a persuasive and detailed evaluation of the 
text and its effects, supported by convincing, well-selected examples and 
purposeful textual references. These responses will show engagement and 
involvement, where candidates take an overview to make perceptive, evaluative 
comments on Wood’s account. 
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Details that candidates may evaluate or comment on: 
• he says he is `privileged` to be watching Otto Lilienthal – he is “witnessing 


the very start of the flying age” 
• the machine has been constructed “so perfectly” – no loose cord / cloth 


perfectly tensioned 
• he calls Otto Lilienthal “an engineer of great ability” 
• Otto Lilienthal had worked on flying machines for eight years – suggests his 


dedication 
• Otto Lilienthal had to work hard to keep the machine level to begin the flight 
• he was “like an athlete” – suggests he was well-prepared and knew what to 


do 
• he knew exactly when to attempt `take off` - he understood the best time for 


the attempt 
• he was able to “expertly” manoeuvre the flying machine 
• he landed perfectly – “cleverly” bringing the machine to land 
• he writes of the “perfection” of Otto Lilienthal’s invention “perfectly designed” 
• he calls him “fearless” / a “brave experimenter” 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives.  
 


  












QUESTION 1.4 – BENCHMARK 2


Mark: 2



Sticky Note

-Band 1

-very little coverage of the whole text – this makes the response self-limiting as the only two details selected are both from the final paragraph

-to access the next band, the response needs to range more widely and use more evidence from across the text to support the evaluation.













QUESTION 1.4 – BENCHMARK 3







Mark: 5



Sticky Note

-Band 3
 
-the response sensibly evaluates the statement, taking details from across the text to support the viewpoint

-to gain a more secure mark in the band, there could be more specific exploration of the details about Lilienthal’s skill in flying the machine; these are touched upon but not developed.













QUESTION 1.4 – RESPONSE 2







Mark: 7 



Sticky Note

-Band 4

-After a slightly awkward first sentence, the evaluation is linked to a good range of appropriate textual detail that considers Lilienthal’s skills as a builder of the flying machine and also as a skilled pilot

-to access the next band, there needs to be a little more precision and quality in some of the evaluative comments.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ by 
Tim Peake. 


The extract on the opposite page is from an article written by Robert Wood in 1896. 


Both passages describe remarkable achievements in the history of flight.  


Read the passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ in the separate Resource Material. 


a)	 What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk? 	 [1]  


b) Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? 	  [1]


c)	 Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from?  [1]


How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and interesting for 
his readers?   


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert Wood on the opposite 
page.


“Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his ‘flying machine’.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, identify what Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal wore for 
the spacewalk and the flight in the flying machine. 	 [4]


Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of flight.


Compare:
     •    the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
     •    how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers  	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Otto Lilienthal was the first man in the world to build and make a successful flight in what he 
called his ‘flying machine’. He was also the first man to be photographed flying. In 1896, an 
American, Robert Wood, met Lilienthal and wrote an article about watching him fly.  


The flying machine lay on the grass in the bright sunshine. Seeing its twenty-four square yards of 
snow-white cloth that made up the pair of enormous wings spread before me, I felt privileged, as if I 
was witnessing the very start of the flying age. So perfectly had Lilienthal constructed the machine 
that it was impossible to find a single loose cord, and the cloth was under such tension that the whole 
machine rang like a drum when rapped with the knuckles. Here was a flying machine constructed by 
an engineer of great ability, the result of eight years of successful experimenting.


We carried it to the top of the hill, and Lilienthal took his place in the frame of the machine, lifting it 
from the ground. He was dressed in a thick flannel shirt for protection against the cold. The machine 
itself weighed about forty pounds, and its ten-foot wings made it quite difficult to hold. It rocked and 
tipped from side to side with every puff of air, and Lilienthal had to exert his entire strength to keep it 
level. I could see he also wore baggy trousers, the knees of which were thickly padded to lessen the 
shock in case of an emergency landing or a too rapid descent.


I stood further down the hill with my camera and waited anxiously for the start. He faced the wind 
and stood like an athlete waiting for the starting pistol. At the precise moment the breeze increased 
a little, he took three rapid steps forward and was instantly lifted from the ground, sailing off from the 
summit. He went over my head at a terrific pace, at a height of about fifty feet, the wind playing wild 
tunes on the tense cords of the machine, and was past me before I had time to focus the camera on 
him.


For a moment I could see the top of the flying machine, which suddenly swerved dangerously to the 
left when a gust of wind caught it. However, with a powerful kick of his legs he expertly brought the 
machine once more under his control and sailed away below me across the fields. As he neared the 
end of his flight, and came within a foot of the ground, he cleverly allowed the wind to strike under 
the wings and he dropped lightly to the earth. I ran after him and found him quite breathless from 
excitement and the exertion.


Though I had read many articles about Lilienthal I had formed no idea how perfectly designed his 
invention was, or of the precision with which he controlled it. I have seen many other feats of skill and 
daring, but I have never witnessed anything so exciting as the wild, fearless rush of Otto Lilienthal 
flying through the air. It awakened such feelings of enthusiasm and admiration in me. The spectacle 
of this brave experimenter supported by huge white wings, moving high above me at race horse 
speed, produced an impression that can never be forgotten.


Robert Wood


Turn over.












QUESTION 1.5 – RESPONSE 3












QUESTION 1.5 – RESPONSE 2












QUESTION 1.5 – BENCHMARK 3
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To answer the following questions you must use both texts. 
 
1 5 Using information from both texts, identify what Tim Peake and Otto 


Lilienthal wore for the spacewalk and the flight in the flying machine  [4]   
(AO1 2a and b) 
 
This question tests the ability to select and synthesise evidence from different 
texts.  
 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 
 
Give 1 mark to those who struggle to offer a relevant detail from each of the 
texts/select a relevant detail from one text only.  
 
Give 2 marks to those who select at least a relevant detail from each of the 
texts.  
 
Give 3 marks to those who select relevant details from both texts.  
 
Give 4 marks to those who synthesise and provide a good range of relevant 
detail from both texts.  
 
Details that candidates may select, explore or respond to: 
 
Tim Peake 
• pressurised space gloves 
• space helmets 
• spacesuits 


 
Otto Lilienthal 
• a thick flannel shirt that was protection against the cold 
• baggy trousers with thickly padded knees 
 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. 
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
 
 


  












QUESTION 1.5 – RESPONSE 3


Mark: 2 



Sticky Note

-selects an appropriate detail from each text













QUESTION 1.5 – RESPONSE 2


Mark: 3 



Sticky Note

-offers a range of relevant details from the two texts













QUESTION 1.5 – BENCHMARK 3


Mark: 4 



Sticky Note

-good selection of relevant detail from the two texts
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ by 
Tim Peake. 


The extract on the opposite page is from an article written by Robert Wood in 1896. 


Both passages describe remarkable achievements in the history of flight.  


Read the passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ in the separate Resource Material. 


a)	 What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk? 	 [1]  


b) 	 Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? 	  [1]


c)	 Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from? 	  [1]


How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and interesting for 
his readers?   


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert Wood on the opposite 
page.


a) 	 How long had Otto Lilienthal been experimenting with flying machines? 	  [1]


b)	 How high did Otto Lilienthal go in his flying machine?	 [1]


c)	 What evidence is there that Otto Lilienthal was pleased with his flight?  	 [1]


“Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his ‘flying machine’.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what the writer says
•    how the writer says it	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, identify what Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal wore for 
the spacewalk and the flight in the flying machine. 	 [4]


Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of flight.


Compare:
     •    the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
     •    how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers  	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Otto Lilienthal was the first man in the world to build and make a successful flight in what he 
called his ‘flying machine’. He was also the first man to be photographed flying. In 1896, an 
American, Robert Wood, met Lilienthal and wrote an article about watching him fly.  


The flying machine lay on the grass in the bright sunshine. Seeing its twenty-four square yards of 
snow-white cloth that made up the pair of enormous wings spread before me, I felt privileged, as if I 
was witnessing the very start of the flying age. So perfectly had Lilienthal constructed the machine 
that it was impossible to find a single loose cord, and the cloth was under such tension that the whole 
machine rang like a drum when rapped with the knuckles. Here was a flying machine constructed by 
an engineer of great ability, the result of eight years of successful experimenting.


We carried it to the top of the hill, and Lilienthal took his place in the frame of the machine, lifting it 
from the ground. He was dressed in a thick flannel shirt for protection against the cold. The machine 
itself weighed about forty pounds, and its ten-foot wings made it quite difficult to hold. It rocked and 
tipped from side to side with every puff of air, and Lilienthal had to exert his entire strength to keep it 
level. I could see he also wore baggy trousers, the knees of which were thickly padded to lessen the 
shock in case of an emergency landing or a too rapid descent.


I stood further down the hill with my camera and waited anxiously for the start. He faced the wind 
and stood like an athlete waiting for the starting pistol. At the precise moment the breeze increased 
a little, he took three rapid steps forward and was instantly lifted from the ground, sailing off from the 
summit. He went over my head at a terrific pace, at a height of about fifty feet, the wind playing wild 
tunes on the tense cords of the machine, and was past me before I had time to focus the camera on 
him.


For a moment I could see the top of the flying machine, which suddenly swerved dangerously to the 
left when a gust of wind caught it. However, with a powerful kick of his legs he expertly brought the 
machine once more under his control and sailed away below me across the fields. As he neared the 
end of his flight, and came within a foot of the ground, he cleverly allowed the wind to strike under 
the wings and he dropped lightly to the earth. I ran after him and found him quite breathless from 
excitement and the exertion.


Though I had read many articles about Lilienthal I had formed no idea how perfectly designed his 
invention was, or of the precision with which he controlled it. I have seen many other feats of skill and 
daring, but I have never witnessed anything so exciting as the wild, fearless rush of Otto Lilienthal 
flying through the air. It awakened such feelings of enthusiasm and admiration in me. The spectacle 
of this brave experimenter supported by huge white wings, moving high above me at race horse 
speed, produced an impression that can never be forgotten.


Robert Wood


Turn over.
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Tim Peake was the first British astronaut to fly to the International Space Station 
and take part in a spacewalk. He wrote about his experience in his book, ‘Ask an 
Astronaut’. 


My first ever walk in space was the most vivid memory I have of my flight into space. Orbiting 
at over 17000 miles per hour, high above planet Earth, it felt unreal to work in such perilous 
conditions. At any moment I could have been hit by a hurtling micro-meteorite, but it was 
worth the risk to witness the widescreen beauty of Earth, as few in history have done. 


At 12.55pm on Friday 15th January 2016, my fellow astronaut, Len Kopra, and I got the 
message from Mission Control back on Earth to leave the space station to repair a unit on a 
faulty solar panel. Any nerves that I had before my spacewalk were dealt with by making sure 
that I was completely prepared for what I was about to do and the moment I felt any anxiety 
disappear was when Len opened the hatch to space. Night was approaching, the sun was 
low on the horizon and I remember pulling on my pressurised space gloves and thinking, 
‘Finally, time to get to work!’  


Carrying a bag of tools each, we set off to do the repair work– a simple task back on Earth for 
any electrician. The only difference? We were setting foot into the vacuum of space. Leaving 
the safe haven of the International Space Station, we were about to enter an environment 
where temperatures are so extreme they can vary from 200 degrees Celsius in sunlight to 
minus 200 degrees at night; one minute it is bright daylight and the next minute it is pitch 
black. Worse still, if something went wrong you could find yourself floating away into space, 
250 miles above the Earth. 


Our task was to replace a faulty unit on one of the solar panels at the edge of the space 
station. It meant the space station was down to one-eighth of its electrical power, so it was 
an important job to restore the space station to full capability. 


Len and I had to get to the panel safely but rapidly. Timing was critical to this spacewalk 
and the only way to replace the faulty unit safely was to wait until the temperature dropped 
when the sun went down. Len and I made good progress once we left the space station and 
we were in position by the solar panel ten minutes ahead of schedule. As we approached 
sunset, Mission Control told us to raise the visors on our space helmets, ready for the rapid 
change into the blackness of night. 


During my spacewalk by far the best part was a feeling of awe and reverence during those 
precious few moments while waiting to get to work. As day changed into night, it was like 
having a front-row seat in nature’s own widescreen cinema. I could turn in any direction, 
one minute marvelling at how fragile and beautiful Earth looked as it slipped gracefully into 
shadow, the next minute seeing only the vast blackness of space. Without gravity, and not 
feeling the weight of my spacesuit, I felt completely detached – utterly removed from Earth, 
civilisation, the space station. I had the sensation of being a tiny spectator in an immeasurably 
vast universe. It was the most astonishing and humbling experience of my life. 


During the spacewalk Len and I had been working on separate tasks, but we were not too far 
away from each other when it became clear that his spacesuit had developed a fault. Water 
had begun to enter his helmet and Mission Control told us to get safely back inside the space 
station. Fortunately, we had already completed the task of restoring the space station back 
to full power, and the spacewalk had been declared a success.   
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It wasn’t until much later that evening that I realised how much interest there had been in 
the spacewalk and the amount of support I had received from people back home. Messages 
of encouragement had been flooding in during the day. There was even a tweet from Sir 
Paul McCartney: ‘Good luck – we’re all watching. Wishing you a happy stroll outdoors in the 
universe.’ 


It was overwhelming to achieve a personal dream – to fly in space and be the first British 
astronaut to walk in space. It was also extremely humbling to know that it had also meant so 
much to so many people. I went to sleep that night a very proud Briton. 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.












QUESTION 1.6 – RESPONSE 3












QUESTION 1.6 – RESPONSE 4












QUESTION 1.6 – RESPONSE 2
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1 6 Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of 
flight. 
 


  


Compare: 
• the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
• how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers [10] 
 
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which 
text you are referring to. 


 
(AO3) 


 
This question tests the ability to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well 
as how these are conveyed, across the two texts.   


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who identify a basic similarity and/or difference in what 
the texts say about the difficulties and dangers faced by Peake and Lilienthal 
and/or make a very limited attempt at how the writers show the difficulties and 
dangers of the two events. Marks in this band may only deal with one text or not 
make it clear to which text is being referred.  


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify and give a straightforward description of 
some of the similarities and differences in what the texts say about the 
difficulties and dangers faced by Peake and Lilienthal, and/or make some simple 
comments on how the writers show the difficulties and dangers of the two 
events. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who identify similarities and differences in what the 
texts say about the difficulties and dangers faced by Peake and Lilienthal and/or 
make some appropriate comments on how the writers show the difficulties and 
dangers of the two events. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make detailed comparisons about the difficulties 
and dangers faced by Peake and Lilienthal and offer some valid comments that 
explore in some detail how the writers show the difficulties and dangers of the 
two events. 


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make comparisons that are sustained and 
detailed about the difficulties and dangers faced by Peake and Lilienthal and 
show clear understanding of the ways in which the writers convey the difficulties 
and dangers of the two events.  
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Details that candidates may explore or comment on could be: 
 


The difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal 
 


Tim Peake 
• could be hit by a hurtling micro-meteorite 
• temperatures fluctuate between very high and low extremes 
• you could lose your grip and float away into space 
• night and day changed in a minute 
• spacesuits could develop a fault 
 
Otto Lilienthal 
• needed protection against the cold 
• the machine was difficult to hold or keep level / it rocked and tipped with 


every puff of air 
• too rapid decent or having to make an emergency landing 
• the machine could be caught by a sudden gust of wind 
• he flew fast and high 


 
How the two writers show these difficulties and dangers 


 
Tim Peake 
• he uses the adjective ‘perilous’ to describe the conditions he worked in 
• he uses comparison to show that his work would be an easy job on earth but 


carried incredible risk in space 
• he gives a specific example of how quickly the temperature can vary 
• he uses the word ‘critical’ to describe how important timing was on the 


spacewalk 
 
Robert Wood 
• he describes the machine as ‘it rocked and tipped with every puff of air’ 
• he writes about Lilienthal having to ‘exert his entire strength to keep it level’ 
• he is ‘anxious’ while waiting for Lilienthal’s flight 
• he says the machine swerved dangerously in the air  


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives.  


 
 
  












QUESTION 1.6 – RESPONSE 3


Mark: 2 



Sticky Note

-Band 1

-limited response in which just one detail is selected from each text

-to access the next band, there needs to be identification of a greater range of `difficulties and dangers` mentioned in the texts or some response to the second bullet point.













QUESTION 1.6 – RESPONSE 4


Mark: 5 



Sticky Note

-Band 3

-the response includes some relevant `difficulties and dangers` from each of the texts and in the case of the text by Robert Wood, some appropriate examples of the writer’s choice of language to show the dangers.

-to gain a more secure mark in Band 3 and to then access the next band, the response needs to offer more exploration and comment on how the writers showed the dangers and difficulties faced by Peake and Lilienthal.













QUESTION 1.6 – RESPONSE 2















Mark: 7 



Sticky Note

-Band 4
 
-good response to the first bullet point in the question, with some focus on how Robert Wood made the dangers clear to his readers

-to gain a more secure mark in Band 4 and to then access the next band, the response needs to give greater focus to the second bullet point. Unfortunately, the response also loses some focus on the question in the final sentences. 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ by 
Tim Peake. 


The extract on the opposite page is from an article written by Robert Wood in 1896. 


Both passages describe remarkable achievements in the history of flight.  


Read the passage from ‘Ask an Astronaut’ in the separate Resource Material. 


a)	 What job did Tim Peake have to do on his spacewalk? 	 [1]  


b) Why did Mission Control end the spacewalk? 	  [1]


c)	 Who did Tim Peake receive a message of support from?  [1]


How does Tim Peake try to make his account of his spacewalk vivid and interesting for 
his readers?   


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to make his account vivid and interesting	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the article by Robert Wood on the opposite 
page.


a) How long had Otto Lilienthal been experimenting with flying machines?  [1]


b)	 How high did Otto Lilienthal go in his flying machine?	 [1]


c)	 What evidence is there that Otto Lilienthal was pleased with his flight?  	 [1]


“Robert Wood admires Otto Lilienthal’s skill in building and flying his ‘flying machine’.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what the writer says
•    how the writer says it [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Both of these texts are about remarkable achievements in the history of flight. 


Compare:


• the difficulties and dangers faced by Tim Peake and Otto Lilienthal
• how the two writers show these difficulties and dangers  [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 6
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Otto Lilienthal was the first man in the world to build and make a successful flight in what he 
called his ‘flying machine’. He was also the first man to be photographed flying. In 1896, an 
American, Robert Wood, met Lilienthal and wrote an article about watching him fly.  


The flying machine lay on the grass in the bright sunshine. Seeing its twenty-four square yards of 
snow-white cloth that made up the pair of enormous wings spread before me, I felt privileged, as if I 
was witnessing the very start of the flying age. So perfectly had Lilienthal constructed the machine 
that it was impossible to find a single loose cord, and the cloth was under such tension that the whole 
machine rang like a drum when rapped with the knuckles. Here was a flying machine constructed by 
an engineer of great ability, the result of eight years of successful experimenting.


We carried it to the top of the hill, and Lilienthal took his place in the frame of the machine, lifting it 
from the ground. He was dressed in a thick flannel shirt for protection against the cold. The machine 
itself weighed about forty pounds, and its ten-foot wings made it quite difficult to hold. It rocked and 
tipped from side to side with every puff of air, and Lilienthal had to exert his entire strength to keep it 
level. I could see he also wore baggy trousers, the knees of which were thickly padded to lessen the 
shock in case of an emergency landing or a too rapid descent.


I stood further down the hill with my camera and waited anxiously for the start. He faced the wind 
and stood like an athlete waiting for the starting pistol. At the precise moment the breeze increased 
a little, he took three rapid steps forward and was instantly lifted from the ground, sailing off from the 
summit. He went over my head at a terrific pace, at a height of about fifty feet, the wind playing wild 
tunes on the tense cords of the machine, and was past me before I had time to focus the camera on 
him.


For a moment I could see the top of the flying machine, which suddenly swerved dangerously to the 
left when a gust of wind caught it. However, with a powerful kick of his legs he expertly brought the 
machine once more under his control and sailed away below me across the fields. As he neared the 
end of his flight, and came within a foot of the ground, he cleverly allowed the wind to strike under 
the wings and he dropped lightly to the earth. I ran after him and found him quite breathless from 
excitement and the exertion.


Though I had read many articles about Lilienthal I had formed no idea how perfectly designed his 
invention was, or of the precision with which he controlled it. I have seen many other feats of skill and 
daring, but I have never witnessed anything so exciting as the wild, fearless rush of Otto Lilienthal 
flying through the air. It awakened such feelings of enthusiasm and admiration in me. The spectacle 
of this brave experimenter supported by huge white wings, moving high above me at race horse 
speed, produced an impression that can never be forgotten.


Robert Wood


Turn over.
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Tim Peake was the first British astronaut to fly to the International Space Station 
and take part in a spacewalk. He wrote about his experience in his book, ‘Ask an 
Astronaut’. 


My first ever walk in space was the most vivid memory I have of my flight into space. Orbiting 
at over 17000 miles per hour, high above planet Earth, it felt unreal to work in such perilous 
conditions. At any moment I could have been hit by a hurtling micro-meteorite, but it was 
worth the risk to witness the widescreen beauty of Earth, as few in history have done. 


At 12.55pm on Friday 15th January 2016, my fellow astronaut, Len Kopra, and I got the 
message from Mission Control back on Earth to leave the space station to repair a unit on a 
faulty solar panel. Any nerves that I had before my spacewalk were dealt with by making sure 
that I was completely prepared for what I was about to do and the moment I felt any anxiety 
disappear was when Len opened the hatch to space. Night was approaching, the sun was 
low on the horizon and I remember pulling on my pressurised space gloves and thinking, 
‘Finally, time to get to work!’  


Carrying a bag of tools each, we set off to do the repair work– a simple task back on Earth for 
any electrician. The only difference? We were setting foot into the vacuum of space. Leaving 
the safe haven of the International Space Station, we were about to enter an environment 
where temperatures are so extreme they can vary from 200 degrees Celsius in sunlight to 
minus 200 degrees at night; one minute it is bright daylight and the next minute it is pitch 
black. Worse still, if something went wrong you could find yourself floating away into space, 
250 miles above the Earth. 


Our task was to replace a faulty unit on one of the solar panels at the edge of the space 
station. It meant the space station was down to one-eighth of its electrical power, so it was 
an important job to restore the space station to full capability. 


Len and I had to get to the panel safely but rapidly. Timing was critical to this spacewalk 
and the only way to replace the faulty unit safely was to wait until the temperature dropped 
when the sun went down. Len and I made good progress once we left the space station and 
we were in position by the solar panel ten minutes ahead of schedule. As we approached 
sunset, Mission Control told us to raise the visors on our space helmets, ready for the rapid 
change into the blackness of night. 


During my spacewalk by far the best part was a feeling of awe and reverence during those 
precious few moments while waiting to get to work. As day changed into night, it was like 
having a front-row seat in nature’s own widescreen cinema. I could turn in any direction, 
one minute marvelling at how fragile and beautiful Earth looked as it slipped gracefully into 
shadow, the next minute seeing only the vast blackness of space. Without gravity, and not 
feeling the weight of my spacesuit, I felt completely detached – utterly removed from Earth, 
civilisation, the space station. I had the sensation of being a tiny spectator in an immeasurably 
vast universe. It was the most astonishing and humbling experience of my life. 


During the spacewalk Len and I had been working on separate tasks, but we were not too far 
away from each other when it became clear that his spacesuit had developed a fault. Water 
had begun to enter his helmet and Mission Control told us to get safely back inside the space 
station. Fortunately, we had already completed the task of restoring the space station back 
to full power, and the spacewalk had been declared a success.   
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It wasn’t until much later that evening that I realised how much interest there had been in 
the spacewalk and the amount of support I had received from people back home. Messages 
of encouragement had been flooding in during the day. There was even a tweet from Sir 
Paul McCartney: ‘Good luck – we’re all watching. Wishing you a happy stroll outdoors in the 
universe.’ 


It was overwhelming to achieve a personal dream – to fly in space and be the first British 
astronaut to walk in space. It was also extremely humbling to know that it had also meant so 
much to so many people. I went to sleep that night a very proud Briton. 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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21 + 22 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 
 


 
Communication and organisation 


 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and 
punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 5 


11-12 marks 
• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format 


of the task 
• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose / 


audience 
• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 
• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range of 


relevant details 
• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the writing 
• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 
• there is appropriate and effective variation of 


sentence structures 
• virtually all sentence construction is controlled 


and accurate 
• a range of punctuation is used confidently and 


accurately 
• virtually all spelling, including that of complex 


irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is totally secure 
• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious 


vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
precise meaning 


Band 4 


8-10 marks 
• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format of 


the task 
• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 
• register is appropriately and consistently adapted to 


purpose/audience 
• content is well-judged and detailed 
• ideas are organised and coherently developed with supporting 


detail 
• there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used effectively to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 
• sentence structure is varied to achieve particular 


effects 
• control of sentence construction is secure 
• a range of punctuation is used accurately 
• spelling, including that of irregular words, is 


secure 
• control of tense and agreement is secure 
• vocabulary is ambitious and used with precision 


Band 3 


5-7 marks 
• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the 


task 
• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 
• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in 


support of opinions / ideas 
• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 
• there is some shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 
• there is variety in sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is mostly secure 
• a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
• most spelling, including that of irregular words, is 


correct 
• control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 
• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is used 


with some precision 


Band 2 


3-4 marks 
• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 
• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 
• limited development of ideas 
• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure / 


direction may be uncertain) 
• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 
• some variety of sentence structure 
• there is some control of sentence construction 
• some control of a range of punctuation 
• the spelling is usually accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is generally 


secure 
• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 


1-2 marks 
• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g. 


degree of formality) 
• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 
• content may be thin and brief 
• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to show 


obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 
• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is 


limited 


1 mark 
• limited range of sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is limited 
• there is some attempt to use punctuation 
• some spelling is accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is limited 
• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Question  2 1 - Additional task-specific guidance 
 
Write a lively article for your school/college magazine with the title: 
 
‘Things I can’t live without.’ 


 
Successful answers may include some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• there is a clear understanding of the purpose of the task – to give readers a view of some of 


the things the writer holds dear, supported by reasons for those choices 
• the content is assured, lively and engaging 
• there is a clear sense of engagement with the intended audience – this may be through 


devices such as asides, examples, questions, direct address that give a distinctive voice to 
the article and establish an effective reader-writer relationship 


• the article has a clear and coherent approach, for example, perhaps looking first at the most 
important choice made by the writer, along with reasons for that choice, and then moving on 
to choices of rather less importance 


• there are a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to 
the choices included in the writer’s article 


• there is a logical structure and direction to the article, within which the writer’s choices and 
relevant details are pursued effectively and clearly to give substance to the writing 


• the article articulates a number of different choices, suggesting why they represent 
importance to the writer  


• the article is of appropriate length and is a sufficiently detailed and developed response 
 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show ambition and 


sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of accuracy) 
• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• sentence control and range is good 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 
 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• the content lacks substance and range 
• there is limited or uncertain sense of purpose, for example ignoring or misunderstanding the 


requirement for an article 
• limited awareness of, or focus on, the intended audience 
• content details are thin or generalised, with only limited sense of developing the points raised 
• a weak or limited structure to the article that lacks a clear sense of direction and development 
 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited) 
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• sentence range, variety and control is limited 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise 
 
  












QUESTION 2.1 – BENCHMARK 2







Mark: 4 + 2 = 6



Sticky Note

-Band 2 C+O and VSSSP
 
-shows awareness of task and intended audience
content is rather limited in range and development, and with some loss of focus

-uneven control – and with some basic errors

-to access the next band for content it needs to be structured so that it more clearly identifies the `things I can’t live without` and for each of them, explains in greater detail why this is the case.
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Mark: 6 + 3 = 9 



Sticky Note

-Band 3 C+O and Band 2 VSSSP
 
-shows clear understanding of purpose and of the intended audience

-points to support opinions have some development  

-there is some loss of clarity/fluency in places and some quite basic errors

-to access the next band for content it needs to focus on making points a little more clearly. There also need to be a greater focus on basic accuracy.  













QUESTION 2.1 – RESPONSE 2







Mark: 8 + 6 = 14



Sticky Note

-Band 4 (just) C+O and VSSSP

-shows a consistent understanding of purpose and of the intended audience

-there is a clear shape and structure to the response  

-to access the next band for communication and organisation, some parts (for example, paragraphs 2, 3 and 4) could be developed with more specific supporting detail.
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300-400 words for each task.


Write a lively article for your school/college magazine with the title:


‘Things I can’t live without.’ 	 [20]


You have been asked to give a talk to your class about how people in their everyday 
lives can help protect the environment and save the planet.  


Write what you would say in your talk. 	 [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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21 + 22 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 
 


 
Communication and organisation 


 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and 
punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 5 


11-12 marks 
• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format 


of the task 
• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose / 


audience 
• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 
• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range of 


relevant details 
• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the writing 
• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 
• there is appropriate and effective variation of 


sentence structures 
• virtually all sentence construction is controlled 


and accurate 
• a range of punctuation is used confidently and 


accurately 
• virtually all spelling, including that of complex 


irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is totally secure 
• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious 


vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
precise meaning 


Band 4 


8-10 marks 
• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format of 


the task 
• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 
• register is appropriately and consistently adapted to 


purpose/audience 
• content is well-judged and detailed 
• ideas are organised and coherently developed with supporting 


detail 
• there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used effectively to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 
• sentence structure is varied to achieve particular 


effects 
• control of sentence construction is secure 
• a range of punctuation is used accurately 
• spelling, including that of irregular words, is 


secure 
• control of tense and agreement is secure 
• vocabulary is ambitious and used with precision 


Band 3 


5-7 marks 
• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the 


task 
• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 
• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in 


support of opinions / ideas 
• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 
• there is some shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 
• there is variety in sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is mostly secure 
• a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
• most spelling, including that of irregular words, is 


correct 
• control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 
• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is used 


with some precision 


Band 2 


3-4 marks 
• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 
• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 
• limited development of ideas 
• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure / 


direction may be uncertain) 
• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 
• some variety of sentence structure 
• there is some control of sentence construction 
• some control of a range of punctuation 
• the spelling is usually accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is generally 


secure 
• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 


1-2 marks 
• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g. 


degree of formality) 
• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 
• content may be thin and brief 
• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to show 


obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 
• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is 


limited 


1 mark 
• limited range of sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is limited 
• there is some attempt to use punctuation 
• some spelling is accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is limited 
• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Question 2 2 - Additional task-specific guidance 
 


You have been asked to give a talk to your class about how people in their everyday lives can help 
protect the environment and save the planet. 
 
Write what you would say in your talk. 


 
Successful answers may include some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• there is a sustained sense of register and purpose, which meets the requirement of a talk to 


an audience the speaker knows well 
• the content is assured and engaging 
• there is a clear sense of engagement with the intended audience – this may be through 


devices such as asides, statements, questions, direct address that give a distinctive voice to 
the talk 


• there is a clear and coherent approach and viewpoint that gives suggestions about how the 
environment can be protected and how these suggestions can help to save the planet; these 
are presented and developed persuasively 


• the response has a logical structure within which information about the subject of the talk, 
their qualities and the speaker’s views about them are presented clearly and convincingly 


• paragraphs are used to effectively structure the response and give direction to the overall 
presentation 


• the response uses a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give 
substance to the suggestions and points of view expressed 


• the talk is of appropriate length and is a sufficiently detailed and developed response 
 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show ambition and 


sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of accuracy) 
• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• sentence control and range is good 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 
 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• the content lacks substance and range 
• there is limited or uncertain sense of purpose, for example ignoring or misunderstanding the 


requirement for a talk 
• limited awareness of, or focus on, the intended audience 
• content details are thin or generalised, with only limited development of the points raised 
• limited development or clarity of ideas, with perhaps a tendency to simple assertion 
• a weak or limited structure to the talk that lacks a clear sense of direction and development 
 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited) 
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• sentence range, variety and control is limited 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise 
 












QUESTION 2.2 – RESPONSE 3


Mark: 3 + 2 = 5 



Sticky Note

-Band 2 (just) C+O and Band 2 VSSSP

-brief response – well below the 300-400 words indicated in the exam paper 

-limited development of ideas 

-there is some awkwardness in expression in places 

-some awareness of the purpose of the task

-to access the next band for communication and organisation, the response needs to have greater range and development.
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Mark: 5 + 2 = 7 



Sticky Note

-Band 3 C+O and Band 2 VSSSP

-shows understanding of the purpose of the task and of the intended  audience

-points made are supported by some relevant examples

-to access a more secure mark in the band for content, it would help if each of the points raised were to be paragraphed separately and in places, developed in more detail.  There also needs to be a greater focus on basic accuracy.













QUESTION 2.2 – RESPONSE 4







Mark: 8 + 5 = 13



Sticky Note

-Band 4 C+O and Band 3 VSSSP

-shows consistent understanding of purpose of the task and with a   good sense of the intended audience

-the content is well-judged and detailed

-sentence structure has some variety and control

-to be more securely in Band 4 for content, parts of the response could be developed with greater detail and sophistication
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300-400 words for each task.


You have been asked to give a talk to your class about how people in their everyday 
lives can help protect the environment and save the planet.  


Write what you would say in your talk. [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER
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