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2. (a) Examine the different ways in which Richard Rubenstein and Eliezer 
Berkovitz have responded to the Holocaust. [AO1 20] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
Rubenstein 
• The death of God: it is impossible to believe in the God of the Abrahamic 


covenant after the events of the Holocaust. God had ‘died’ in creating the 
world by retracting himself into a void to make space for existence. 


• The God of the Jews is the Ultimate Nothing. 
• Yet Rubenstein is not calling for atheism. Jews must act to take history 


into their own hands, and not rely upon God’s intervention. 
• Jews can still find spiritual vitality through traditional Jewish observances 


such as the symbolic nature of sacrifice and worship.  Sacrifice reminds 
people of moral failure; requires them to acknowledge guilt, and leads 
them to seek forgiveness. It focuses the attention of the community on the 
fact that people have assembled to share their failures and resolve to live 
better lives. 


• Death in the concentration camps was followed by the resurrection of the 
Jewish people in their ancestral home. In the crisis of the Holocaust, Jews 
discovered that they were totally alone; nevertheless, by their own efforts 
they renewed Jewish existence in Zion. 


 
Berkovitz 
• Berkovitz makes use of the free will defence and refers to ‘the hiding of 


the face’ (Isaiah 45:15), in that, when suffering occurs, God ‘hides his 
face’ from human evil due to the need to give space in order for people to 
be able to develop as moral beings. The Holocaust should therefore be 
understood as a manifestation of evil, in which divine intervention did not 
occur because God had given free will to human beings at the time of 
creation.   


• Berkovitz rejects the idea that the Holocaust should be seen as 
punishment from God upon the Jews.  


• Berkovitz also appeals to the Book of Job as offering an example of 
someone suffering great injustice, and yet who continues to believe in the 
providence of God. 


• He draws upon another biblical notion, that of Israel as a suffering servant 
as found in the Book of Isaiah.  


• However, the very fact that the Jews have survived throughout such times 
of suffering bears witness to the fact that God is present even though 
hidden. 


• Berkovitz argues that religious belief is still possible following the 
atrocities of the death camps even though he himself conceded that there 
is no rational explanation for the Holocaust. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Holocaust theologies have been successful in addressing the 
challenges raised by the Holocaust.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Holocaust theologians are not without their critics. Rubenstein for example, 


has been criticised for taking a very extreme view by denying the existence of 
God.  On the one hand, whilst he has expressed the lack of belief felt by 
many Jews following the Holocaust, on the other he has failed to offer any 
hope whatsoever for those religious Jews who were struggling to make sense 
of the Shoah in religious terms.  


• Some scholars have felt that Berkovitz has been more successful, and yet 
some claim that such is his determination to counter Rubenstein’s radicalism 
that his theological argument is sometimes contrived and throws up a number 
of problems concerning his use of the argument based upon free will.  
Nevertheless, some would claim that Berkovitz has been responsible for one 
of the most convincing Jewish theological responses in that he provides hope 
for surviving Jews that God did not abandon them completely. He also stays 
close to traditional Jewish theological ideas, and as a result his argument 
does not end in a call to atheism.   


• As far as Fackenheim’s proposals are concerned, the fact that he doesn’t 
offer up a solution to the problem of Jewish suffering during the Holocaust 
remains problematic. His rejection of the notion of the Holocaust as 
punishment for the sins of the Jewish people, and his proposal that God was 
present in the death camps and that out of the ashes of Auschwitz was 
issued the 614th commandment presents what some consider to be a new 
revelatory experience of God that steers away from the focus on survival. 


• Some might claim that Ignaz Maybaum’s theology has been more successful 
based upon the fact that he refers to the Torah frequently in his argument 
which means that his opinions are held in high esteem by some Jewish 
scholars. His view of Israel as the ’suffering servant’ has also done away with 
the notion that the Holocaust was a punishment for the sins of the Jewish 
people.  However, he still fails to provide an adequate answer to the question 
why an all-powerful and all-good God could have allowed the chosen people 
to perish at the hands of the Nazis. 


• Wiesel’s personal reaction, which has its foundation in his first-hand 
experience of Auschwitz, has, it has been argued, given him an insight into 
the Holocaust which is more developed than those of other theologians who 
did not. However, in arguing that God is indifferent to suffering, and yet is 
unable to abandon God completely, some would argue that Wiesel has 
contradicted himself.  


• In conclusion, it could be argued that these theodicies throw up more 
questions than answers. However this does not mean that responses should 
not be made as some might argue that a response to such a dreadful 
occurrence such as the Holocaust is imperative no matter how weak.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

The weekly festival of Shabbat is used to exemplify the central religious role of the synagogue in Jewish festivals. The answer lacks depth here, and could have been developed by expanding upon the importance of the reading of the weekly Torah portion, for example. The information regarding the separate seating arrangements for men and women is a digression from the focus of the question set and is not creditworthy. 







 

Sticky Note

The significance of meeting at the synagogue during the festival of Pesach is acknowledged by reference to the fact that many Jews may make more of an effort to attend at this time. However, this is followed by some confusion as to the meaning of 'pilgrim festival'. A more 'accurate and relevant'  explanation of the customs and rituals which take place at the synagogue during this festival could have been included in order to exemplify the central role of the synagogue.



 

Sticky Note

The festival of Simchat Torah is a good choice of festival, and the candidate understands that the synagogue is central in its celebration. 'Satisfactory use of evidence and examples' is demonstrated here despite the error in stating that Simchat Torah is the Jewish New Year. 



 

Sticky Note

This response is a Band 3 - 10 marks answer. It is a satisfactory response which generally answers the main demands of the question set. The section on Simchat Torah is the strongest section of the answer, however the response could have been developed further by including references to a wider variety of festivals in order to bring greater breadth to the answer. For example, in addition to Pesach, Yom Kippur could also have been used to show the central religious role of the synagogue in bringing even non-observant Jews into the community at festival time. 







Q4b



 

Sticky Note

The opening paragraph makes a case for the synagogue being the heart of the Jewish community, with reference to the festivals of Simchat Torah and Sukkot. In the case of Simchat Torah a valid point is made, but could have been developed further, and, as such, presents only a basic attempt to justify the view given. The information about Sukkot is incorrect and is therefore not creditworthy.



 

Sticky Note

The importance of Pesach and Shabbat celebrations in the home are offered as alternatives in arguing against the synagogue as being the heart of the Jewish community. This section of the response could be more successful had the views given been clearly supported by detailed reasoning. 







 

Sticky Note

This section of the answer contains views about the Torah that are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and evidence. Furthermore, a counter-argument is introduced regarding the housing of the Torah in the synagogue. It could have been developed further by including the views of Jewish denominations (schools of thought) in looking at the wider meaning of Torah as containing the mitzvot.







 

Sticky Note

This section of the answer is AO1 in nature; becoming a list which sets out the various uses of the synagogue in the Jewish community. It is saved to a certain extent by the final sentence of the paragraph, however, in order to qualify as a Band 4 answer the views given would need to be supported by 'detailed reasoning'. 



 

Sticky Note

This point is good, and the connections made between the original Temple in Jerusalem and the practices that take place in the modern-day synagogue are sensible.







 

Sticky Note

The view that the Abrahamic Covenant is the heart of the Jewish community is one which is valid; but it could be developed further with reference perhaps  to the Mosaic Covenant and the specific requirements of living a life in obedience to the 613 mitzvot. 



 

Sticky Note

The concluding paragraph brings nothing new to the answer.



 

Sticky Note

This is a Band 3 - 15 marks response. It is not a perfect Band 3 response as there are areas where only a basic attempt to justify the views given has been made.  However, overall it does contain more than a 'limited number of issues', and, on balance, most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue in all areas could have resulted in a Band 4 being awarded.
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Sticky Note

The information in this opening paragraph demonstrates very limited depth. Even though some  Orthodox Jews may not accept scientific views about evolution, the candidate fails to acknowledge that there is diversity within the Orthodox tradition regarding this matter. The reason expressed here is very simplistic, and the suggestion that the story of creation is to be found in Exodus illustrates a low level of accuracy. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate includes a reference to the belief that God created the world 'ex nihilo', however the answer could have been developed further in order to illustrate the point being made with greater clarity and depth. The opportunity could also have been taken to show how different groups within Judaism approach this issue.







 

Sticky Note

The information about the views of Reform Jews in this paragraph hints at an understanding, but includes very limited use of evidence and examples. Limited understanding is also evident in statements such as ' ... humans started of (sic) weaker than they are today and god did not create humans perfect'.



 

Sticky Note

Very limited knowledge and understanding here, with the candidate repeating information which has already been described at the start of the answer.



 

Sticky Note

The answer is judged to be at the top of Band 1 - 4 marks. It demonstrates very little depth and breadth, and makes very limited use of evidence and examples.  The answer could have included reference to some of the following things in order develop it further: the fact that some Jews reject the biblical account of creation because it contradicts the theory of evolution; others within the Orthodox tradition argue that the Bible and modern science describe the same process using very different language; other Jewish thinkers reject literal understandings of the Bible in favour of metaphorical or allegorical interpretations.







 

Sticky Note

The response begins with a basic attempt at an evaluation of the issue, however it lacks clarity and presents a conclusion in the very first sentence.



 

Sticky Note

A basic attempt is made to justify the view given here, but it is only partially supported by reason. The candidate could have developed the statement 'and many (Jews) have mixed views' by use of evidence: e.g. Reform Jews accept that it is possible to re-interpret the mitzvot in order to meet changing circumstances.



 

Sticky Note

A clear counter-argument is introduced through an opposing line of reasoning, giving clear evidence. However the statement that 'research is supported by Jewish people' negates the previous argument that some Jews do not believe that Judaism is compatible with science.







 

Sticky Note

There is evidence here of some valid analysis, and the response could have been improved through use of the views of some of the Jewish scholars who are prominent in the field of Jewish medical ethics.



 

Sticky Note

A tenuous, and unsuccessful, link is made between the return of the Messiah and the need to help humans overcome disease in order to greet him. 



 

Sticky Note

The concluding argument is not a successful one, and could have been improved by evaluating views from a variety of Jewish standpoints.



 

Sticky Note

This is a Band 2 - 10 marks response.A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. There is some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context, such as the reference to pikuach nefesh for example.The answer could have been improved by making more wide-ranging use of evidence from sources such as Torah, Talmud and Maimonides, for example. Views from a greater variety of Jewish standpoints could also have been identified and addressed.
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A Level Component 3: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 
 


1. (a) Explain how Robert Adams modified Divine Command Theory. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Divine Command Theory, also known as theological voluntarism, is an 


absolutist theory which claims that some actions are always right and 
others are always wrong.   


• Divine Command Theory sees God as the origin and regulator of morality 
– what is good is what God says is good.   


• Adams’ development of Divine Command Theory modifies the original 
theory and candidates are likely to clearly explain the theory in order to 
demonstrate Adams’ development.  


• A moral action is therefore one which God commands – and these 
commands can be seen through revealed scriptures such as the 10 
Commandments. 


• Right and wrong are seen as eternal, objective truths based on God’s will 
as the divine lawgiver, and stem from his omnipotence – since God is all-
powerful, there can be no moral standard outside of God’s control.  
Therefore, for example, murder is wrong, not as a result of the 
consequences of the action or the impact on human lives, but simply 
because God says that it is wrong.  


• The Euthyphro dilemma may be discussed to illustrate the theory and to 
explain why Adams offers a modified version of Divine Command Theory 
which overcomes the criticism of arbitrariness (recognised by Augustine 
and William of Ockham.) The Euthyphro dilemma asks whether 
something is holy because it is approved by the Gods or whether the 
Gods only approve what is holy. If only one of these two strands is 
referred to, it should be the first strand. 


• If to be moral is to be approved by God, what is to stop morality being 
simply the whim of God at the time? 


• Adams’ version of Divine Command Theory states that morality is 
grounded in the character of God.  As God is perfectly good 
(omnibenevolent), God’s commands must be perfectly good.  


• God’s commands must reflect his omnibenevolence and therefore God 
would not make arbitrary or evil commands. This addresses the strand of 
the Euthyphro dilemma that leads to the arbitrariness challenge without 
having to accept a moral standard outside God’s control.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Morality is whatever God commands it to be.’ 
  Evaluate this view. [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The Euthyphro dilemma could be considered as a starting point – is an 


action good because it is loved by God or does God only love good 
actions? 


• God could command actions which we would regard as wrong, but these 
would have to be seen as moral according to this view.  This makes 
morality completely arbitrary. 


• Alternatively there could be a moral standard higher than God, 
questioning God’s omnipotence. 


• Adams' modified divine command theory allows a solution to the 
Euthyphro dilemma as God’s loving nature means that he will not 
command actions that we might see as immoral.  However, criticisms of 
this approach such as Baggini’s view may be considered. 


• Another line of argument is that morality can only be based on God’s 
commands as God is the creator of the universe and morality is built into 
the universe as part of God’s plan. 


• God is the only objective source of morality – to define moral actions in 
human terms is to invite subjective and biased decision-making.  Reliance 
on God’s commands offers a secure and consistent guide for life. 


• It could be argued, however that God’s commands are not entirely 
consistent.  Different religions claim that different things are commanded 
by God. There is no way to judge which things are genuinely commanded 
by God.  Even within one religion there is sometimes little agreement 
about precisely what is commanded, for example, when discussing issues 
such as homosexuality or abortion. 


• William of Ockham and St Augustine both identify inconsistencies within 
the Old Testament which raise questions about God’s omnibenevolence.  
Candidates may draw on examples from the Old Testament that do not 
appear consistent with a loving God.   


• Candidates may raise the idea that morality must be based on something 
other than commands, as just because it is commanded, does not make it 
morally right (Ayer).   


• Alternative theories about what defines morality including virtue theory 
and ethical egoism may be discussed – candidates are free to discuss 
any of the ethical theories studied as alternative approaches to the origins 
of morality.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option C – A Study of Judaism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Or,


 a) Examine the different ways in which Richard Rubenstein and Eliezer Berkovitz have 
responded to the Holocaust. [20]


 b) ‘Holocaust theologies have been successful in addressing the challenges raised by 
  the Holocaust.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


0 2












 

Sticky Note

Although there is no requirement for an introductory paragraph in answer to a question, the explanation of the theological problem raised by the events of the Holocaust included here acts as a springboard to that which follows regarding the theodicies of Rubenstein and Berkovitz. 







 

Sticky Note

Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge of Rubenstein's response to the Holocaust is evident in this answer. For example, Rubenstein's concept of the death of God is explained with reference to the beliefs found within Kabbalistic thought. Specialist language such as 'Kabbalistic' and 'sefirot' are indicative of the characteristics of a Band 5 answer.Furthermore, Rubenstein's views on the ability to find spiritual vitality through traditional Jewish observances has been included indicating excellent use of evidence and examples.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate continues to present thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding by discussing Berkovitz's desire to question God. Thorough and accurate references are made to sacred texts in order to exemplify this aspect of Berkovitz's theodicy: Abraham questioning the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah; Job questioning God about the injustice of suffering.Significant characteristics of Berkovitz's theodicy bring extensive depth and breadth to the response: the 'hiding of the face'; free will; 'suffering servant'.An insightful connection is made between Berkovitz's theodicy and the Christian concept of the epistemic distance as proposed by Irenaeus.



 

Sticky Note

This is a Band 5 - 20 marks response due to the fact that it fits all aspects of the band descriptors. It is 'thorough, accurate and relevant'; 'demonstrates extensive depth and breadth'; contains 'thorough and accurate reference to sacred texts'; makes 'insightful connections'; makes use of 'accurate specialist language and vocabulary in context'.







 

Sticky Note

The opening paragraph illustrates that the candidate has successfully identified the issues raised by the question set.The issue of the problem of evil is raised, indicating that the candidate has identified a relevant synoptic issue.The use of the phrase 'with varying success' in the concluding sentence prepares the way for an answer in which confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue will be evident throughout.







 

Sticky Note

An excellent line of argument is developed in response to Rubenstein's theodicy. Criticisms are raised and clear views given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning. Even though Rubenstein's theodicy is judged to be 'mostly unsuccessful' the candidate notes that it does have at least one redeeming feature in that it has the ability to reflect 'how many Jews felt at that time'.



 

Sticky Note

Berkovitz's theodicy is evaluated in the same vein. Confident critical analysis is evident throughout with the candidate weighing up the perceived strengths and weaknesses of Berkovitz's proposals.







 

Sticky Note

Fackenheim, a further Holocaust theologian, is introduced in order to address the issues raised by the question. This shows that the views of scholars are being used extensively, appropriately and in context.



 

Sticky Note

The inclusion of Maybaum continues to provide evidence that this answer is a worthy Band 5 response. Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and evidence.







 

Sticky Note

Wiesel's theodicy is considered separately from the other Holocaust theologians due to the fact that he was the only one who actually experienced the Holocaust. The candidate clearly displays confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 



 

Sticky Note

This is a Band 5 response which is fully deserving of 30 marks. It is an excellent answer which consistently presents a confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. Even though some narrative has been included,  which some  might consider to be moving  towards AO1 content, this information has been used skilfully on every occasion to develop the arguments being raised in response to the question.The views of Rubenstein, Berkovitz, Fackenheim, Maybaum and Wiesel indicate that the views of scholars have been used extensively, appropriately and in context. The inclusion of specialist language and vocabulary in context throughout is further evidence that the candidate deserves full marks.
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option C – A Study of Judaism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section B


Answer one question from this section.


Or,


 a) Examine the central religious role of the synagogue in Jewish festivals. [20]


 b) ‘The synagogue is the heart of a Jewish community.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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4. (a) Examine the central religious role of the synagogue in Jewish festivals.
 [AO1 20] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The reading of the Torah is an important part of Jewish festivals, and as 


this can only take place at the synagogue, the synagogue thus retains a 
central role in the celebrations. For example, the main reading for each 
week is done on the morning of the weekly celebration of Shabbat.  


• The customs and rituals of the festival of Simchat Torah in particular 
serve to emphasise the importance of the Torah and its place of safe-
keeping in the synagogue. 


• At Rosh Hashanah, the morning service at the synagogue can last for up 
to six hours, with the sounding of the shofar marking the start of the 
period known as the Ten Days of Returning and the theme of repentance.  


• On the eve of Rosh Hashanah, special selichot which focus on asking 
God for forgiveness on both a personal and communal level are recited at 
the synagogue service at midnight. Reference could also be made to the 
practice of wearing white at Rosh Hashanah, deriving from the belief that 
as it is the Day of Judgement, Jews wish to present themselves before 
God as being clean of all sin. At the synagogue the covers of the bimah, 
ark and lectern are also draped in white. The use of a special prayer book 
called the machzor is important as it offers additional prayers that 
emphasise the sovereignty of God. 


• Yom Kippur is considered to be the most important and holiest festival in 
the Jewish year, and, as a result, many Jews attend the synagogue on 
this day even though they may not usually be regular worshippers. Yom 
Kippur is an important festival as it is the day when each individual has 
the opportunity to make themselves right with God by repenting for all the 
bad things done, and by making amends. The five services at the 
synagogue including Kol Nidrei, Musaf and Neilah aid this process. 


• Many synagogues provide the facility of the mikveh, and reference could 
be made to the practice of bathing at the mikveh in order to prepare 
ritually and spiritually for festivals such as Yom Kippur and Shabbat. 


• Attendance at the synagogue during festivals is fundamental to the 
experience of being a Jew, and allows the wider Jewish community to 
meet together, and thus strengthen their bonds. Even Jews who are 
secularised take part in the services at certain festivals. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The synagogue is the heart of a Jewish community.’ 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• It could be argued that if the synagogue were not at the heart of a Jewish 


community then it would be more difficult to maintain a Jewish lifestyle, and 
thus assimilation into the wider community might ensue. Evidence for this 
opinion can be offered by means of offering examples of the role that the 
synagogue plays. 


• The fact that the Hebrew language has a number of different words for 
synagogue shows its diverse nature and thus its importance to each Jewish 
community. As the bet k’nesset (house of meeting), the synagogue provides 
the venue not only for prayer and worship, but for all aspects of Jewish 
religious and social life with most modern synagogues having meeting rooms 
incorporated into the building which can be used for events such as bar 
mitzvah and wedding celebrations; youth clubs and senior citizen groups.  


• The synagogue also serves the Jewish community as a bet midrash (house 
of study) where Jewish children who attend secular schools can study 
Hebrew in order to be able to read and understand the Torah. It has been 
argued that the emphasis upon both the communal and educational aspects 
of the synagogue has been vital in contributing to the survival of the Jewish 
faith throughout the difficult times in its history. 


• Many synagogues also provide the facility for ritual and spiritual purification to 
take place by providing the services of a mikveh, without which, it could be 
argued, the Jewish community would be weakened. 


• For Orthodox Jews in particular the synagogue acts as a temporary 
replacement until the Temple, the most sacred place within Judaism, is rebuilt 
in Jerusalem once again. As such, the most important feature within it after 
the Torah scrolls themselves is the Holy Ark. The treatment and actions 
surrounding the Ark act as important reminders of the holiness of the Temple 
in Jerusalem which was once at the heart of Jewish life. 


• Some, however, might claim that the Jewish home has a more central role 
within a Jewish community than the synagogue. This is because it is the 
place where children receive their earliest education and upbringing in the 
Jewish faith. The observance of Shabbat for example, and the festival rituals 
which take place in the home might be said to have more of an impact than 
attendance at the synagogue. 


• Furthermore, it is possible to be a Jew without attending the synagogue as 
many believe that one is born into the faith by virtue of matrilineal descent. 
Indeed, apart from one or two occasions every year such as at Pesach and 
Yom Kippur, many Jews do not attend at all and yet still retain a Jewish 
identity. 


• Nevertheless, the synagogue is certainly the place where Jews meet for the 
major events of life, as well as the place where all members of the faith 
community can meet in order to give and receive support to/from each other. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option C – A Study of Judaism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


 a) Examine different views within Judaism about evolution. [20]


 b) ‘Judaism is incompatible with science.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


0 1
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