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MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CONTENT FOR WJEC GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT 1 JUDAISM 

In order to try and compensate for lost teaching time, it is possible to try to connect different areas of the specification content in a more synoptic or 
holistic way. Below is a suggestion of how Unit 1 Part B content (Philosophy and Ethics from a Jewish perspective) could be delivered in this more 

thematic way by connecting it with areas of the Part A Judaism content. 
 
 
 

PART B – RELIGION & PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES PART A – JUDAISM – UNIT 1 
Issues of Life and Death 

 
The world 
 
 Orthodox and Reform Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes about 

the accounts of the origin of the universe: Genesis 1 and 2 
 The relationship between Jewish views and non-religious views of 

creation and the extent to which they conflict 
 Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes about dominion, tikkun 

olam and bal tashchit, gemilut hasadim, stewardship, 
environmental responsibility, sustainability, and global citizenship: 
Honi from the Talmud (Avot d'Rebbe/Rabbi Natan 31b) and 
teachings of Maimonides' 13 Principles (number 10) 

 TuB'shevat: an ecological awareness day commemorated by 
planting trees 

 
Non-religious views on: 
 
 the creation of the universe: 'Big-Bang theory' (Stephen Hawking), 

'Blind' Evolution versus 'Planned' Evolution (Charles Darwin and 
Richard Dawkins) 

 stewardship, social and community responsibility, sustainability; 
'Humanists for a Better World' 

Judaism – Core beliefs, teachings and practices 

Beliefs 

The concept of God 
 
 Jewish belief in one, creative, omnipotent, omnipresent, 

omnibenevolent God (Genesis 1:3-5, Exodus 20:1-17) 
 Belief in the teachings of the Shema, such as the concept of one 

God 
 God as transcendent above and beyond all earthly things (Isaiah 

55:8-9) 
 God as eternal, merciful and a judge (punishes, rewards and 

forgives) 
 

Sacred place 
 
 The synagogue: a place for prayer, study, celebration and assembly 
 Differences in tradition: Orthodox, Reform, Liberal 
 The home: a place of worship, identity, celebration and traditions 

 
Practices 

 
Practices that demonstrate beliefs about God 
 
 Reciting the Shema in the morning and evening 
 Reasons why God must not be depicted in art and sometimes his 

full name is not used (G-d) 
 Reasons why kippah is worn 



The origin and value of human life 
 
 Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes towards the origin 

and sanctity/saving of human life: pikuach nefesh, The 
Talmud (B. Yoma 84b number 8-9) 

 Diverse Jewish attitudes towards abortion and euthanasia: Ethics 
of the Fathers 4:22, Mishnah Oholot 7.6 

 
Non-religious views on: 
 
 quality of life over sanctity of life in relation to abortion and 

euthanasia (the views of Peter Singer – 'speciesism') 
 'Right to Choose', 'Dignity in Dying' (euthanasia) 
 emphasis on life before death rather than after-life 

situationist/relativist approach rather than doctrinal or absolutist 
 

Beliefs about death and the afterlife 
 
 Orthodox and Reform Jewish beliefs and teachings about life after 

death, including soul, judgement, heaven and hell, resurrection, 
sheol, olam ha-ba 

 How Jewish funerals reflect beliefs about the after-life 
 Humanist funerals in Wales as reflections of beliefs about death as 

the end of life 

 Reasons why Jewish men (some Liberal Jewish women) wear tallith 
 

Worship in the home and synagogue 
 
 The importance of the synagogue: internal features – aron 

hakodesh (ark), ner tamid, bimah, Torah, Ten Commandments, 
seating 

 Reading of the Torah during synagogue worship 
 Diverse practices within Orthodox and Reform synagogues – 

worship and the role and gender of the Rabbi 
 The importance of the home for worship in Judaism: challenges 

and benefits of observing Shabbat (Exodus 20:8-10) 
 Observing kashrut (kosher, treifa, parev, shechitah) 
 Separation of milk and meat in a kosher kitchen (Leviticus 11:1-24, 

Exodus 23:19) 

Issues of Good and Evil 
 

Crime and Punishment 
 What makes an act 'wrong'? 
 Religious responses: relative and absolute morality, conscience, 

free will 
 Beliefs and attitudes about the causes of crime and the aims of 

punishment: justice, retribution, deterrence and reformation 
 The treatment of criminals and the work of prison reformers and 

prison chaplains 
 Varied Jewish responses to the Death Penalty, including 

interpretations of teaching: Leviticus 24:17-20, Exodus 20:13 

 

 



Forgiveness 
 Peace and conflict: Just War Theory. Pacifism and Conscientious 

Objectors 
 Jewish teachings about forgiveness, including interpretations of 

teachings: Micah 7:18 
 Examples of forgiveness arising from personal beliefs 

Good, Evil and Suffering 
 Philosophical perspectives on the origin of evil: Berakhot 9:5, 

Avodah Zarah, 3b, Deuteronomy 30:15-19 
 Philosophical challenges posed by belief in God and the existence 

of evil and suffering 
 Diverse Jewish responses to The Holocaust (Shoah), 

Holocaust survivors who came to Wales: Eva Clarke 
 Holocaust Memorial Day in Wales 

 

 



MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CONTENT FOR WJEC GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT 2 JUDAISM 

In order to try and compensate for lost teaching time, it is possible to try to connect different areas of the specification content in a more synoptic or 
holistic way. Below is a suggestion of how Unit 2 Part B content (Religion and Ethics from a Jewish perspective) could be delivered in this more 

thematic way by connecting it with areas of the Part A Jewish content. 
 
 
 

PART B – RELIGION AND ETHICAL THEMES PART A – JUDAISM – UNIT 2 

Relationships 
 

Relationships 
 
 Jewish beliefs, attitudes and teachings about the nature and 

purpose of relationships in the 21st century: families, roles of 
women and men, marriage outside the religious tradition and 
cohabitation 

 The nature and purpose of marriage as expressed through Jewish 
marriage ceremonies including the Seven Blessings and Ketubah 

 Diverse Jewish attitudes towards adultery, issuing of the get, 
divorce, separation and re-marriage. Interpretations of 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 and Exodus 20:14 

 
Sexual relationships 
 
 Orthodox and Reform teachings about the nature and purpose of 

sex and the use of contraception 
 Orthodox and Reform attitudes within and across Jewish traditions 

towards same sex relationships, including varied interpretations of: 
Leviticus 18:22, 20:13 

 
Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination 
 
 Orthodox and Reform attitudes within Judaism toward the roles of 

women and men in worship and authority 

Core beliefs, teachings and practices 

Beliefs 

Sacred Texts 
 
 Importance of The Tenakh (Torah, Nevi'im, Ketuvim) as revealed 

and/or inspired Word of God 
 Importance of the Talmud 

 
The Covenant 
 
 Abrahamic Covenant: identity, monotheism, circumcision and 

promised land: (Genesis 12:1-3, 17:6-8, 17:11-14) 
 Mosaic Covenant: Law, commandments, identity, Promised Land: 

(Exodus 3:11- 15) 
 Covenant today: how these Covenant agreements continue to be 

important for many Jews both in Wales, the U.K. and around the 
world, including in Israel itself 

 
Practices 
 
The use of sacred texts 
 The Tenakh and its use in Jewish worship, prayer, study and 

celebrations 
 The Talmud as an explanation of the laws found in the Torah 



Human Rights 
 

Human Rights and Social Justice 
 Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes toward the dignity of human 

life: Genesis 1:26-27 
 Jewish practices to promote human rights including equality: 

tzedekah in action 
 An example of conflict between personal religious conviction and 

the laws of a country 
 Censorship, freedom of religious expression and religious 

extremism 
 

Prejudice and Discrimination 
 Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes towards prejudice and 

discrimination: Mishnah Sanhedrin 4.5b 
 Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes towards racial prejudice and 

discrimination, including the work of J. Core 
 

Issues of Wealth and Poverty 
 Ethical considerations about acquisition and use of wealth: 

Maimonides' Eight Levels of Charity 
 The actions and attitudes of Jewish charities in 21st century Britain 

whose aim is to alleviate poverty: Tzedek 

 The importance of the Ten Commandments/duties for religious 
and ethical reasons 

 Diversity of practice within Judaism regarding observance of the 
Ten Commandments e.g. Shabbat 

 
Jewish identity 
 
 Symbols: the mezuzah and Magen David 
 Brit Milah ceremony and symbols (including the roles of the mohel 

and sandek) 
 Bar/Bat Mitzvah as ceremonies marking Jewish identity; Ceremony, 

significance and symbols 
 The use and importance of the tallit, tefillin and kippah; symbolism 

and significance of each 
 Festivals and commemorations: Yom Hashoah, Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur and Pesach; significance, preparation and celebration 
of these festivals (Exodus 12:14) 

 


	Units 1 and 2 – Judaism

