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MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CONTENT FOR WJEC GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT 1 ISLAM 

In order to try and compensate for lost teaching time, it is possible to try to connect different areas of the specification content in a more synoptic or 
holistic way. Below is a suggestion of how Unit 1 Part B content (Philosophy and Ethics from a Muslim perspective) could be delivered in this more 

thematic way by connecting it with areas of the Part A Islam content. 
 
 
 

PART B – RELIGION & PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES PART A – ISLAM 
Issues of Life and Death 

 
The world 

 
 Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes about the origin of the 

  universe: Qur'an 36:81 
 The relationship between Islamic views and non-religious views of 

creation and the extent to which they conflict 
 Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes about fitra, khalifah, 

  environmental responsibility, sustainability, and global 
  citizenship: Qur'an 7:54 

 
Non-religious views on: 

 
 the creation of the universe: 'Big-Bang theory' (Stephen 

Hawking), 'Blind' Evolution versus 'Planned' Evolution 
(Charles Darwin and Richard Dawkins) 

 stewardship, social and community responsibility, sustainability; 
'Humanists for a Better World' 

 
The origin and value of human life 

 
 Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes toward the origin and 

sanctity of human life: Qur'an 5:32, 6:151 
 Islamic attitudes towards abortion and euthanasia: Qur'an 30:40 

Islam – Core beliefs, teachings and practices 

Beliefs 

The Nature of God 
 

 Allah as one God: Tawhid (Qur'an 3:18) 
 The qualities of Allah in the Qur'an, e.g. immanence, 

transcendence, omnipotence, beneficence, merciful (Qur'an 
46:33), the 99 names of Allah 

 The meaning of Islam as 'submission' to Allah and how Muslims live 
a life in submission to the will of Allah, including the importance of 
Greater Jihad 

 Shahadah as a statement of faith in Allah, shirk as sin against Allah 
 Reasons for the prohibition of images of Allah or any human figure 

 
The Qur'an 

 
 Qur'an as a sacred text and guide for daily life 
 Revelation of the Qur'an by Allah, through Angel Jabril to 

the prophet Muhammad (Qur'an 2:97-98) 
 The importance of the Hadith and Sunnah for Muslims 
 Examples of respect for the Qur'an as the direct word of Allah 



 
Non-religious views on: 
 
 quality of life over sanctity of life in relation to abortion 

and euthanasia (the views of Peter Singer - 'speciesism') 
 'Right to Choose', 'Dignity in Dying' (euthanasia) 
 emphasis on life before death rather than after-life  
 situationist/relativist approach rather than doctrinal or absolutist 

 
Beliefs about death and the afterlife 

 
 Islamic beliefs and teachings about life after death, including 

soul, judgement, akhirah, heaven and hell: Qur'an 46:33, 3:16 
 How Islamic funerals reflect beliefs about the after-life 
 Muslim burial in Wales – direction of graves and use of coffin 
 Humanist funerals in Wales as reflections of beliefs about death as 

the end of life 
 

Crime and Punishment 
 

 What makes an act 'wrong'? 
 Religious responses: relative and absolute morality, conscience, free 

will, doing the will of Allah 
 Beliefs and attitudes about the causes of crime and the aims of 

punishment: justice, retribution, deterrence and reformation: 
Qur'an 16:90 

 The treatment of criminals and the work of prison       
reformers and prison chaplains 

 Varied Islamic responses to the death penalty, including 
interpretations of Shariah Law 

 Examples of Shariah Law in Wales 

Practices 
 

The Five Pillars of Sunni Islam  
 
Prayer/Salat 

 
 Adhan call to prayer, praying at mosque and Friday Jummah prayer 

(Qur'an 15:98-99, 29:45) 
 Praying at home, private prayer (Du'ah) 
 The preparations and intention for prayer: wudu and niyyah 
 The significance and symbolism of the different prayer positions 

that make a rakat (sequence of prayer) 
 

Obligatory Acts 
 

 Shahadah: the Muslim profession of faith in Allah and the prophet 
Muhammad; occasions when the Shahadah is recited, e.g. aqiqah 
ceremony, conversion to Islam 

 Zakat: paying an alms (or charity) tax to benefit others, what zakat 
tax may be used for, and additional charity (saddaqah) 

 Sawm: Fasting during the month of Ramadan. How and why 
Muslims fast during Ramadan and rules about halal and haram diet 
(Qur'an 2:183) 



 

 

Forgiveness 
 

 Peace and conflict: Just War Theory/Lesser Jihad, Pacifism and 
Conscientious Objectors 

 Islamic teachings about forgiveness: Qur'an 64:14, 42:30 
 Examples of forgiveness arising from personal beliefs 

 
Good, Evil and Suffering 

 
 Philosophical perspectives on the origin of evil: The Devil tests 

humans: Qur'an 2:34, 155 
 The belief in pre-destination (al Qadr) 



 
MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CONTENT FOR WJEC GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT 2 ISLAM 

In order to try and compensate for lost teaching time, it is possible to try to connect different areas of the specification content in a more synoptic or 
holistic way. Below is a suggestion of how Unit 2 Part B content (Philosophy and Ethics from a Muslim perspective) could be delivered in this more 

thematic way by connecting it with areas of the Part A Islam content. 
 
 
 

PART B – RELIGION & PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES PART A – ISLAM 

Relationships 
 
 Islamic beliefs, attitudes and teachings about the nature and 

purpose of relationships in the 21st century: families, roles of 
women and men, marriage outside the religious tradition and 
cohabitation: Hadith Sahih Bukhari 9:89:252 

 The nature and purpose of marriage as expressed through the 
Muslim marriage ceremonies and teachings: Qur'an 30:21 

 Islamic attitudes towards adultery, divorce, separation and 
remarriage: Qur'an 4:35, 128-130, 2:229 

 Mosque marriage ceremony in Wales – registry office 
ceremony and Muslim ceremony 

 Arranged/assisted marriage in Wales and elsewhere 
 

Sexual Relationships 
 

 Islamic teachings about the nature and purpose of sex and the use 
of contraception: Qur'an 17:32 

 Islamic attitudes towards same sex relationships: 
Qur'an 7:80-81 

Core beliefs, teachings and practices 

Beliefs 

Prophethood (Risalah – Qur'an 2:136) 
 

 Islamic teachings on Adam, the first prophet 
 Islamic teachings on Ibrahim and Ishmael 
 Isa: Islamic teachings on Prophet Jesus (Qur'an 2:87) 
 Islamic teachings on Muhammad: the Seal of the Prophets 

 
Afterlife (Akhirah) 

 
 Al-Qadr (predestination): implications for human freedom 
 Akhirah: human responsibility and accountability 
 Human freedom and its relationship to the Day of Judgement 
 Muslim beliefs about the nature, stages and purpose of heaven 
 Muslim beliefs about the nature and purpose of hell 



 
Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination 

 
 Diverse attitudes within Islam towards the roles of women and 

men in worship and authority 
 Teachings: Qur'an 2:228, 40:40, 4:1 

 
Human Rights and Social Justice 

 
 Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes towards the dignity of 

  human life: Qur'an 5:32 
 Islamic practices to promote human rights including equality: 

  ummah in action 
 An example of conflict between personal religious conviction 

  and the laws of a country 
 Censorship, freedom of religious expression and religious 

  extremism (including Islamophobia) 
 

Prejudice and discrimination 
 

 Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes towards prejudice and 
  discrimination: Qur'an 49:13, 5:8 
 Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes towards racial prejudice and 

discrimination, including the actions of the Christian/Muslim Forum 
 

Issues of wealth and poverty 
 

 Ethical considerations about acquisition and use of wealth: 
Qur'an 2:177 
 The actions and attitudes of Islamic charities in 21st century 

Britain whose aim is to alleviate poverty: Islamic Relief 

Practices 
 

Muslim Identity and Ummah 
 

 Features of mosques in Wales and elsewhere: domes, minarets, 
qibla wall, mihrab, minbar 

 Pilgrimage to Mecca as an obligatory act: purpose and 
practices/rituals (Qur'an 3:18) 

 Clothing: hijab, niqab, burkha – diversity of attitudes and 
practices within Islam as seen in different Muslim communities in 
Wales 

 Lesser Jihad; the conditions for declaration of lesser jihad (Qur'an 
2:190, 22:39) 

 
Festivals and commemorations 

 
 Id-ul-Adha: how Muslims celebrate this in Wales and elsewhere 
 Id-ul-Fitr: how Muslims celebrate this in Wales and elsewhere 
 The Night of Power: how the giving of the Qur'an is 

commemorated 
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