
Russia in transition 1905-1914 

Key question: What were the main problems facing Russia between 1905 and 1914?

Timeline of key events

January 29th ‘Bloody Sunday’ petition of grievances 
• Father Gapon leads 200,000 marchers to Tsar Nicholas’ 

Winter Palace. 
• Troops fire; 93 killed /333 wounded. A massacre which 

increased Tsar’s unpopularity.

Changes in that Russia can have a Duma.
• People allowed basic rights. 
• They could form political parties. 
• They now had freedom of speech.                                                                                            

Stolypin’s necktie 
Known for hanging terrorists – 1,800 altogether.
Field Courts set up for civilians; rapid justice – 1,008 arrested,                                                             
tried and executed. Aim was to reduce radical support.
Peter Stolypin Prime Minister 1906-1911

Set up a series of agricultural reforms to secure the loyalty 
of the peasants. Peasants’ Land Bank created to help them 
become kulaks. Measures to improve education and a naval 
building programme were introduced.

‘To the Emperor of all the Russias belongs autocratic power.’
Out of four dumas to meet between 1906/7, only one lasted 
the full term; the others were dismissed.
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‘To the Emperor of all the Russias 
belongs autocratic power.’



Russia was an autocracy – a country 
in which the monarch Tsar Nicholas 
II had total political power.

Industrial workers in the towns 
whose working and living conditions 
were appalling. Led by students and 
intellectuals.

Social Democrats who wanted a 
small, dedicated group to organise 
a revolution and then hand power 
over to the workers.

The Social Revolutionaries wanted 
to get rid of the Tsar and share out     
land among the peasants.                                                                                                

The Tsar’s secret police agents who 
spied on political groups.                                                      

Known as Liberals, they wanted to 
persuade the Tsar to share power 
with an elected parliament (the 
Duma) peacefully.

Wanted a revolution to get rid of the 
Tsar and build a communist state 
where all wealth is equally shared. 

Workers councils set up to run the 
towns during a strike.
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Key words/glossary

Key concept on the causes of 1905 Revolution

The Monarchy

Long-term cause – a series of bad harvests which led to anger and discontent 
among the peasants (80% of the population). 

An industrial slump which laid off workers resulting in strikes and 
demonstrations in many cities. Want for reform. 

Immediate causes – the defeat in the war against Japan (the sea battle of 
Tsushima) and the massacre of Bloody Sunday. 

Tsarina Alexandra – the Tsar’s German wife. She supported beliefs that 
Rasputin, the Tsar’s adviser, had been chosen by God to rule. The Tsarina relied 
on Rasputin who she believed had powers to heal her son, Alexis, who had 
haemophilia. Rasputin was known as the disreputable one; he drank and had 
affairs with local women. After the death of Stolypin in 1911, his influence over 
the royal family grew. Rasputin claimed to be a starets – a holy man of God.                                           


