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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 463 12.3 2.9 20 61.5 100
2 463 9.3 3.8 20 46.6 100
3 463 9.9 3.8 20 49.7 100
4 463 10.9 3.7 22 49.7 100
5 459 9.6 3.3 18 53.3 99.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question Answer AO1 AO2 AO3 Total 
mark 


 (c) Analyse how play therapy can benefit and support 
children with specific individual needs. 


    8 8 


  Answers may refer to:  
 
Benefits of play therapy 
• developing coping strategies and problem solving 
• promotes self-respect 
• children feel less anxious 
• children have more respect for others and empathy 
• increased ability to express feelings 
• better social skills and family relationships 
• improves language and motor skills 
 
Play therapy particularly benefits children with 
developmental delay or additional learning needs, serious 
illness, problem behaviour in school, children showing 
angry or aggressive behaviour, family problems such as 
divorce or death, abuse, neglect or domestic violence, 
eating disorders, ADHD and Autism 
 
Support: 
• play therapy helps to improve the child’s 


communication, improves their impulse control and 
the way they cope with anxiety or frustration. 


• it can remove problems the child might have with 
engaging in expected play and helps the child begin to 
trust others. 


• play is the child’s language and the way in which they 
understand and communicate their experiences and 
feelings.  


• the practitioner or teacher needs to plan a range of 
activities and play opportunities that are relevant, 
inspiring, challenging and promote development for 
children to truly benefit from their play.  


• play is not only fun it can also be therapeutic, children 
who are troubled or having problems.  


• therapists can use play to help children explore 
emotions and deal with trauma as through play they 
can learn new ways to cope and new patterns of 
behaviour.  


• play therapy generally has a positive effect on children 
and as they gain trust in the therapist they usually 
become more creative in their play. 


 
Credit any other valid response. 
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Band AO3 


4 


7-8 marks 
An excellent analysis demonstrating:  
• perceptive, informed interpretation of how play therapy can benefit and support 


children with specific individual needs. 
• confident and detailed engagement with the principle of how play therapy  


3 


5-6 marks 
A good analysis demonstrating:  
• reasoned interpretation of how play therapy can benefit and support children with 


specific individual needs. 
• thorough engagement with the principle of play therapy  


2 


3-4 marks 
A basic analysis demonstrating:  
• some interpretation of how play therapy can benefit and support children with 


specific individual needs. 
• straightforward engagement with the principle of play therapy  


1 


1-2 marks 
A limited analysis demonstrating:   
• little evidence of interpretation of how play therapy can benefit and support children 


with specific individual needs. 
• little engagement with the principle of play therapy  


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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 (c) For most children play is spontaneous, although some children may need help and 
encouragement.


  Analyse how play therapy can benefit and support children with specific individual 
needs. [8]
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Section B  


Question Answer AO1 AO2 AO3 Total 
mark 


3. (a) Describe the expected pattern of language development for 
a child from birth to 3 years.   


6   6 


  Answers may refer to: 
 
0-3 months – responds to loud sounds, recognises voices, 
cooing, has different cries for different needs, smiles when 
spoken to/sees you 
 
4-6 months – looks toward sound, attends to toys with sound 
and music, makes babbling sounds, laughs, vocalizes 
pleasure/displeasure 
 
7-12 months – enjoys routine predictive games (i.e. peek-a-
boo), recognises common words, begins to respond to 
simple requests, varied babbling, uses speech/sounds to get 
attention, imitates speech sounds, produces first meaningful 
word 
 
12-18 months – understands 100-150 words in context, 
points to body parts, listens to songs, stories, rhymes, uses 
gestures for intentional communication, uses many different 
consonant sounds, rapid increase in vocabulary daily 
  
18-24 months – understands 150-200+ words 
follows simple commands, understands simple questions 
identifies pictures in books by pointing, says 50-150 words, 
names common items, starts to put 2 words together 
 
24-36 months – understands 200-500+ words, follows 2-step 
directions, understand one, all, in, on, under, understands 
differences in meaning (i.e. go/stop), starts to understand 
many aspects of language including grammar, listens to 
longer stories, says 100-250+ words uses 2-4 word phrases, 
requests objects by name, starts to use grammar rules of 
language. 
 
Answers may refer to:  
• language development is where children develop the 


higher cognitive skills needed to communicate verbally 
and communicate their wants, needs and opinions 
through language. 


• although some children might develop more slowly than 
others there is a typical sequence for language 
development. 


• at first babies will make their own sounds but later they 
repeat sounds they hear in their environment. Most 
children will say their first words between nine and 
eighteen months which are usually mama or dada 
whatever the language of the child. 


 
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Band AO1 


3 


5-6 marks 
A very good description, which shows: 
• thorough knowledge and understanding of the expected pattern of language 


development for a child from birth to 3 years.  
• a confident grasp of relevant concepts. 


2 


3-4 marks 
A good description, which shows:  
• generally secure knowledge and understanding of the expected pattern of language 


development for a child from birth to 3 years.   
• a generally secure grasp of relevant concepts. 


1 


1-2 marks 
A basic description, which shows:  
• some knowledge and understanding of the expected pattern of language 


development for a child from birth to 3 years.   
• some grasp of basic concepts. 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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SECTION B


Answer all questions.


3. (a) Describe the expected pattern of language development for a child from birth to 3 years.  
   [6]
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Question Answer AO1 AO2 AO3 Total 
mark 


 (b) Explain how practitioners can apply Piaget's theory of 
cognitive development to support the intellectual 
development of children. 


 6  6 


  Answers may refer to:  
 
• Piaget’s theory of cognitive development helps 


practitioners to shape their lesson planning and 
activities in order to produce an environment where 
children can learn through experiences 


• Piaget believes children are actively constructing 
knowledge and looking for solutions to problems 
which is the basis for discovery learning and 
experiential learning, an essential part of early years 
education today. 


• Piaget’s theory is called a stage theory as children 
move through a set of stages in their intellectual 
development: the sensorimotor, preoperational, 
concrete operational and formal operational period.  


• Piaget believed children must reach a certain stage in 
their development before they can move to the next, 
he believed that each new stage was a development 
from an earlier one involving reconstructing and 
transforming their earlier knowledge. 


• Piaget's theories enable practitioners to 
understand that children's development is based on 
stages and therefore plan activities and lessons that 
are appropriate for the age and developmental stage 
of the child 


• he explains the intellectual growth of children of all 
ages. 


• by using Piaget's theory in the classroom practitioners 
can align their teaching strategies with children’s 
cognitive level  


• the Foundation Phase in Wales which promotes 
children’s learning through play and experiential 
learning is underpinned by Piaget’s theories.  


• Piaget’s theories have an emphasis on active rather 
than passive learning through exploring the world and 
discovery learning which are key aspects of the 
Foundation phase and many other educational 
curricula today.  


• teachers and practitioners emphasise student centred 
activities to promote learning where children learn 
through active discovery rather than direct tuition and 
there is a focus on the learning process rather than 
the end product. 


• Piaget recognised the importance of observing 
children to assess their developmental level in order to 
plan tasks activities that are age and stage 
appropriate, and this is an important part of session 
planning in settings. 
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Question Answer AO1 AO2 AO3 Total 
mark 


  • understanding stages of development helps 
practitioners to identify any signs of developmental 
delay and provide the correct support for each child’s 
individual learning needs. 


• Piaget’s theory is based on how children learn through 
play and the benefits of learning through play. His 
theory also provides a clear foundation for the 
education of children. It allows professionals to gain 
knowledge on how they should work with children and 
ensure that children are given the correct 
opportunities. 


 
Credit any other valid response. 
 


    


 
 


Band AO2 


3 


5-6 marks 
A very good explanation that shows:  
• thorough knowledge and understanding of how practitioners can apply Piaget's 


theory of cognitive development to support the intellectual development of children. 
• a confident grasp of how the features of Piaget's theory applies to the intellectual 


development of children 


2 


3-4 marks 
A good explanation that shows: 
• generally secure knowledge and understanding of how practitioners can apply 


Piaget's theory of cognitive development to support the intellectual development of 
children. 


• a generally secure grasp of how the features of Piaget's theory applies to the 
intellectual development of children.   


1 


1-2 marks 
A basic explanation that shows: 
• some knowledge and understanding of how Piaget's theory of cognitive 


development supports the intellectual development of children. 
• some grasp of how the features of Piaget's theory applies to children’s development.   


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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 (b) Explain how practitioners could apply Piaget’s theory of cognitive development to 
support the intellectual development of children. [6]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 










































