
 2023 Online Exam Review

A Level Religious Studies - Component 1e Hinduism

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 32 11.7 4.9 20 58.3 56.1
1b 32 20.2 6.6 30 67.4 56.1
2a 25 11 3.1 20 55 43.9
2b 25 19.2 4.9 30 64.1 43.9
3a 13 9.9 4.4 20 49.6 22.8
3b 13 18.1 6.9 30 60.3 22.8
4a 39 13.8 3.9 20 69 68.4
4b 39 21.8 4.5 30 72.8 68.4
5a 5 11.2 3.1 20 56 8.8
5b 5 18.8 5.7 30 62.7 8.8
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – COMPONENT 1 OPTION E 
 


AN INTRODUCTION TO HINDUISM 
 


SUMMER 2023 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


Either, 
 
(a) Examine the spiritual significance of the festival of Holi.  [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Holi reminds people that those who love God will be saved and that those 
who abuse his devotees will suffer. This is a basic tenet in Hinduism and in 
many other world religions. It is a belief that gives devotees their trust in God 
to protect them against their adversaries. It also gives devotees the strength 
and confidence to follow the teachings of their religion even in the face of 
violent opposition. 


• Holi, like all Hindu festivals can inspire faith in God. It celebrates God’s victory 
over evil and his ability to protect his devotees. Celebrating the events that 
are the basis for the festival allow Hindus to express awe and wonder at 
God’s power and actions. It spiritually allows devotees to express the 
greatness of God. 


• It can help a Hindu advance on the spiritual path, away from sensual 
pleasures, towards communion with the divine. The festival celebrates the 
higher virtues of purity and righteousness. These are the kind of virtues that a 
Hindu needs to cultivate to attain moksha. During the festival people perform 
havan and offer the new grains that are harvested to the deities. 


• Although there is a lot of amusement during the festival the most important 
aspect is the worship of God. Which can be fulfilled in many ways. It is the 
underlying feature to all the rituals and practices associated with the festival. 


• Holi also helps people to believe in the virtue of being truthful and honest and 
to fight against evil. This is a very important part of a Hindu’s dharma. Holi 
also strengthens social cohesion as it is celebrated by Hindus and non-
Hindus and revitalises the bonds between people as people during the 
festival visit friends and relatives exchanging gifts. 


• Holi also means sacrifice and the festival is a chance for people to rid 
themselves of impurities and to focus on the virtues they need to develop - 
mercy, generosity, selflessness, truthfulness and purity. The development of 
these virtues allows a Hindu to gain good karma and to ultimately attain 
moksha. This is expressed during the festival by the giving of charity to the 
poor. 


• On the last day of Holi people take a little fire from the bonfire to their homes. 
They believe that this will make their home pure, and their bodies free from 
disease. 


• Expect candidates to exemplify these values by referring to the practices of 
the festival. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


0 1 
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(b) ‘Hindu festivals are only valuable as community occasions.’ 
 


Evaluate this view. [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• It can be said that celebrations and celebrating is part of the nature of 
Hinduism. Hindus miss no opportunity to join with family, friends, 
neighbours and strangers alike to celebrate and have fun, to renew the 
home and the heart and, most importantly, draw nearer to God. Hinduism 
is a festival of festivals and perhaps it is true to say that they are more 
impressive and varied in Hinduism than in any other religion. 


• Hindu festivals are without doubt community occasions and are very 
important and valuable for the perpetuation of the religion. Before each 
celebration, vows are taken, scriptures are studied and fasts observed in 
preparation which are all individual acts of intimate devotion that bring the 
devotee closer to God. However, as each festival begins they become a 
collective ritual. They provide the spiritual public square where Hindus 
engage with one another and affirm shared values. Festivals require the 
participation of the entire community and create harmony among its 
members, even if not all contemporary participants are aware of the 
festival’s original character. 


• Hindus celebrate a number of important festivals, such as Holi and Diwali, 
in which all classes of society participate. Festivals allow people within 
society to be different but also to find common ground.  


• Festivals also form a lifeline that binds the Hindu culture to the family and 
to the community. For example, Diwali is symbolically a new start, a time 
to forgive and forget in all aspects of life including relationships with family 
and friends. It is the time for community and family celebration with 
prayers through puja, of togetherness, of sharing all resources, of food 
and gifts. 


• Festivals connect and bring people together in unity and service. Hindu 
festivals also reflect and sustain the pluralistic values of Hinduism for 
diverse people to co-exist harmoniously. 


• However, it can be strongly argued that they are more than just 
community occasions. 


• Festivals are colourful and joyous expressions of spirituality, religion, 
philosophy, culture, service and social values. The spiritual aspect is 
founded on the human instincts of joy and happiness. The philosophical 
aspect is found in the struggle between the forces of good and evil with 
the ultimate triumph of the good. 


• Festivals are also valuable as a time to donate and help those in need. It 
is giving resources of any kind, material or spiritual or physical. Seva 
during festivals means helping those less fortunate in society.   


• Festivals are an expression of Hindu identity. For Hindus living in non-
Hindu countries festivals are the most visible and memorable sign of their 
heritage. Festivals serve as a reminder of their identity and allegiance to 
Hindu traditions and ideals. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

A lot of narrative without really focusing on the question set. The discussion on the spiritual significance is very basic and superficial.
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Sticky Note

Spiritual significance of this practice is not discussed at all.



 

Sticky Note

Very little reference to spiritual significance



 

Sticky Note

The answer is not really focused on the demands of the question set. It demonstrates limited knowledge and understanding and is a basic response to the demands of the question set. Very little is made to link the stories and practices to their spiritual significance.The answer is awarded Band 2 - 7 marks.



 

Sticky Note

Introduction gives the answer a clear focus.
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option E – A Study of Hinduism


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


 a) Examine the spiritual significance of the festival of Holi. [20]


 b) ‘Hindu festivals are only valuable as community occasions.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


0 1
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Or, 
 
(a) Examine Hindu teaching about infertility. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Hinduism, being a pluralistic belief system, allows for varied responses. 
However, the sanctity of life is a key principle in Hinduism along with 
karma. In traditional Hindu belief, having children is viewed as one of the 
most important aspects of marriage and conception is seen as a divine 
act.  


• Infertility is sometimes seen as a result of karmic factors and women often 
go through social, psychological and physical suffering in varied degrees 
due to it. Emotional and mental factors, such as excessive pressure from 
family or social status for example, could also be a contributing cause. Or, 
it simply may be brought about by nature, being both divine and karmic.  


• Once medical and emotional contributors are mitigated, persistent sterility 
is viewed by Hinduism as karmic or divine. Hinduism understands and 
accepts divine and karmic influence in all aspects of life.  


• Hindus worship in temples to receive blessings for removing infertility in 
women/couples. In ancient literature childless couples, be it Sages or 
Kings, resorted to praying and doing tapasya to overcome infertility e.g. 
Maharaja Harischandra on the advice of Narada prays to Varuna for a 
son.  


• Religious rituals for neutralizing negative karmic factors, like 
Putrakameshti Yagna, also might be undertaken, but is mainly by the 
wealthy as this is expensive.  


• Ayurveda, the Indian traditional medicine system, defines infertility as a 
medical condition for which various treatments are prescribed, and these 
are available through many Ayurvedic clinics across the world.  


• Hinduism accepts scientific methods for assistive reproductive 
technologies. Infertility treatments are acceptable usually within certain 
guidelines, most important being the sperm is from either the husband or 
a close relative. Similarly, in vitro fertilization may be considered 
acceptable if the sperm and egg are preferably not donated. However, 
modern Hindus might be more open to anonymous donors.  


• Even though surrogacy is seen as a medical treatment, Hindus do not use 
it commonly as an option to treat infertility. 


• Producing a child is one’s biological duty applicable all human beings. 
Those who wanted to renounce the world were only allowed to do so after 
they had fulfilled all worldly duties. Only by producing children, were a 
man and woman considered biologically fulfilled. 


• If a married couple have not managed to conceive after a reasonable 
time, they may then seek help. Artificial insemination with the husband's 
sperm should not be an issue, whereas the use of donated sperm may be 
seen as adultery even when the woman has not met the donor. Similarly, 
in vitro fertilisation may be considered acceptable if the sperm and egg 
are not donated.  


• Most Hindus place a great importance on family life and so if they find 
themselves infertile, they might agree with the use of AIH and IVF to help 
them to give birth.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


0 2 
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(b) ‘IVF is totally compatible with Hindu teaching.’ 
 


Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• For many Hindus the overriding principle in this issue is the principle of 
ahimsa. In Hinduism ahimsa means without violence. ‘Himsa’ means 
inflicting pain or injury on others. ‘Ahimsa’ therefore literally means not 
inflicting pain or injury upon others. It is common for more than one 
embryo to be produced by IVF and for some to be left over after initial IVF 
cycles. These embryos can be frozen for use at a later date by the couple, 
can be used for research or may be destroyed. This destruction according 
to some Hindus goes against the principle of ahimsa. They believe that 
the atman is present from the moment of conception and destroying un 
used embryos is an act of violence. However, others would argue that at 
an embryonic stage the atman is not yet present so if embryos are tested 
on or destroyed no life has been ended or harmed.  


• Some Hindus would argue that being childless is due to karmic debt from 
a previous life, so it is pointless to use fertility treatment as the debt has to 
be paid at some stage.  


• Other Hindus would argue that adoption from a relative would be a more 
appropriate alternative to IVF as the child’s family background would be 
known. Giving a loving home to a child is a good intentional action which 
in turn produces good karma.  


• Most Hindus would place a great importance on family life and so if they 
find themselves infertile they might agree with the use of IVF to help them 
to give birth. Hindu scripture describes four ashramas, the second of 
these is called grihastha. This is the householder stage, where it is their 
role to create a home and bring up a family. 


• Others may view helping childless couples to have children as good 
action and in accordance with dharma 


• Regarding fertility, the emphasis on reproduction is not just to on having 
children, but on having a male offspring. Many Hindus believe assisted 
reproductive technologies are acceptable. The most important condition is 
that the egg and sperm are from a legally married couple. 


• S. Cromwell Crawford believes that Hindu bioethics would not find any 
difficulty with IVF, in relation to the harm/benefit ratio. This view is 
supported by Swasti Bhattacharyya to an extent. The needs and status of 
the woman need to be respected.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 


  












This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.



 

Sticky Note

Introduction and first paragraph are focused on fertility and although they are of course related the focus of the question set is infertility.







This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.



 

Sticky Note

This could be a valid point but needs to be linked more closely to the question set and the discussion on infertility.



 

Sticky Note

This is not relevant unless developed further in the context of the question set.



 

Sticky Note

For some reason the candidate has chosen to focus on fertility rather than infertility which is the focus of the question set. However since fertility and infertility are two sides of the same coin many of the points made are relevant to the issue of infertility. Generally the answer demonstrates mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding and the use of evidence and examples is satisfactory. However it is not completely focused on the question set.The answer is awarded Band 3, 9 marks.







This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.



 

Sticky Note

Evidence needed in support of this statement



 

Sticky Note

The argument is valid, but the presentation of it is rather confused.







This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.



 

Sticky Note

Number of valid arguments referred to but need further development and support.







This report has been provided solely for activities in connection with the management of an assessment. The User accepts all responsibility for the secure storage
and any subsequent communication of this report. The User agrees to abide to the data protection responsibilities of the User's territory and the standards of the
Awarding Organisation responsible for this assessment.



 

Sticky Note

A number of valid arguments presented, some developed others not. Therefore generally the answer demonstrates satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. It is focused on the question set and some of the arguments presented are supported by reasoning and evidence.The answer is awarded Band 3, 18  marks.





		Hinduism A level  Script C (Batch 1 Script 6)  Q2 MEDIUM MARKED.pdf

		Untitled












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


2 








3 








(A120UE0-1)


2


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option E – A Study of Hinduism


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Or,


 a) Examine Hindu teaching about infertility. [20]


 b) ‘IVF is totally compatible with Hindu teaching.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions     30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


• The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


• Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


• Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally 


been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


• Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


• Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


• Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


• Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 


 
  







 


11 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Or, 
 
(a) Examine the Hindu moral principle of karma. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• In Hindu thought ‘karma’ means ‘action’ and the fruits of action and is the 
force that drives reincarnation. It is the principle of cause and effect and 
reflects the nature of the universe – any activity must be paid back. 


• It operates on a moral basis – a good action whether mental or physical 
leads to a good effect and a bad action to a bad effect. This according to 
Hinduism is a universal law. 


• In the Vedic religion a person’s situation in this life is thought to be the 
result of karma, in the past life or lives as karma is accumulated 
throughout a person’s reincarnated lives. 


• It is therefore possible to purify karma and make it good leading the 
atman to return to Moksha to be united with God. 


• There are different aspects of karma which are stored reactions that 
determine each soul’s destiny: 


• Sanchita karma – accumulated karma – this is the ‘baggage’ of karma 
from all past lives that is brought forward into the present life. It is 
accumulated over hundreds of births and is like a mountain with each 
lifetime adding to the store. This is the karmic debt which needs to be 
erased at some stage of existence to achieve liberation. This can be done 
through spiritual practices such as meditation. It can be erased through 
knowledge of Brahman and modified through doing good actions. 


• Prarabdha karma – fruit-bearing karma - this is the portion of accumulated 
karma that has ripened and appears as a particular problem in the 
present life. It is the portion of karma assigned to be worked out in the 
present existence. It is a debt which has become overdue and must be 
paid back. It is the karma responsible for everything about a person’s 
situation in the present life – body, family, race, nation and sex. It cannot 
be avoided or changed as it is already happening – it is bearing fruit. 


• Agami karma – karma in the making - Agami literally means ‘not come’.  It 
is the karma that will take effect in the future. As a person tries to resolve 
past karma, it is unavoidable that new karma is created which may or may 
not be resolved in the present life. If they are not resolved, then they are 
stored so that they may be resolved in a future life. 


• The law of karma is used in Hinduism to explain the problem of evil that 
persists in spite of an all-powerful God. 


• Actions which lead to good karma are called punya (merit) and include 
activities such as following the principle of Varnashramadharma, giving to 
charity and going on pilgrimage. Actions which lead to bad karma are 
called papa (sin) and include activities such as avoiding one’s duty. 


• There are many misunderstandings concerning karma. One common 
misunderstanding is that karma is blamed for suffering. This is not true 
since blame and responsibility are two different things. Karma means 
understanding that everyone is responsible for their own lives. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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(b) ‘Karma is the greatest influence on Hindu lifestyle.’ 
 


Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• The goal of a Hindu’s life is to attain Moksha and therefore gaining good 
karma is fundamentally important in fulfilling this goal. It allows Hindus to 
break free from the cycle of samsara or to be reborn in a higher varna. 


• This means that many Hindus will follow a lifestyle that will gain them 
good karma, a lifestyle that follows the main principles of the religion. It 
means following a righteous way of life. 


• The concept of karma and belief in it influences many moral decisions 
taken by Hindus. One example would be in following the principle of 
ahimsa which generally means ‘non-harm’ or ‘non-violence’ towards living 
beings. Destroying life in a deliberate manner, especially some forms of 
life results in bad karma. 


• Hindus also believe that the next life depend on karma accumulated in 
this life. Therefore, following a good lifestyle according to Hindus is the 
only way to ensure a better reincarnation in the next life. 


• However, it is impossible to maintain that all Hindus act at all times with 
regards to the concept of karma and reincarnation. If this were true, there 
would be no crime in Hindu society. 


• In addition, karma is in many ways a principle of cause and effect that is 
simply a law of the universe or ‘the way things are’. Therefore, whilst its 
influence upon Hindus cannot be denied because it cannot be avoided, at 
the same time its influence is more that of an underlying principle than an 
aspirational or inspirational drive. 


• Some Hindus believe that their guiding principle in life is their personal 
relationship with God which is expressed through daily puja and bhakti 
worship. 


• Others believe that the present life should be their only focus. 


• Many Hindus believe that Moksha is attained by carrying out dharma and 
therefore it could be argued that this is the greatest influence on a Hindu’s 
life. Many would argue that Varnashramadharma is the heartbeat of 
Hinduism. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

Very good purposeful and informed introduction which gives the answer clear focus and direction.



 

Sticky Note

Three types of karma and their influence identified and explained correctly and in detail.
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Concept confidently discussed based on thorough knowledge and understanding of the concept.
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Insightful connections made to other aspects of Hinduism
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Sticky Note

Excellent answer demonstrating thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of the concept of karma in Hinduism. It is completely focused on the question set and there is excellent use of evidence and examples.The answer is awarded full marks - Band 5,  20 marks.
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Answer would have benefited from having a short introduction setting out the issue in the question set.
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Valid argument well supported by evidence and examples eg Gandhi's concept of sarvodaya
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Basis for arguments presented is thorough knowledge and understanding of the main concepts in Hinduism and the relationship between them. Candidate demonstrates breadth and depth of knowledge.
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Valid arguments and counter-arguments presented in a balanced way and discussed in detail.



 

Sticky Note

Excellent answer. It demonstrates confident, critical analysis and perceptive evaluation and is completely focused on the question set. The arguments are valid and supported by extensive reasoning and evidence.The answer is awarded Band 5,  26 marks.
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Section B


Answer one question from this section.


Or,


 a) Examine the Hindu moral principle of karma. [20]


 b) ‘Karma is the greatest influence on Hindu lifestyle.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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