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A Level Religious Studies - Component 1d Buddhism

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 333 13.7 4.4 20 68.3 78.7
1b 332 21.2 5.9 30 70.6 78.5
2a 90 14.9 4.1 20 74.6 21.3
2b 90 21.8 5.7 30 72.8 21.3
3a 104 12.8 4.9 20 64.2 24.6
3b 104 19.5 6.4 30 64.9 24.6
4a 190 15.7 4 20 78.3 44.9
4b 190 22.9 5.2 30 76.5 44.9
5a 126 12.7 4.5 20 63.5 29.8
5b 124 19.3 7.7 30 64.3 29.3
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions    20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – COMPONENT 1 OPTION D 
 


AN INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM 
 


SUMMER 2023 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


Either, 
 


(a) Examine the accounts of the conception and birth of the historical 
Buddha. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Accounts of the birth of the historical Buddha are outlined in a variety of 
ways in different books and for this allowance needs to be made. 


• Candidates may explain accounts of the birth of the historical Buddha 
within the context of the cyclic uproar for a new Buddha to be born after 
the world has lost the dharma for one thousand years. 


• Candidates may note the following key features of the accounts of the 
birth of the historical Buddha: 
- The Buddha decides to re-enter the realm of existence. 
- The Buddha selected Queen Maya because of her purity. 
- Queen Maya had a dream of being taken to the Himalayas and the 


Buddha – disguised as a white elephant carrying a lotus – entering her 
through her side leading her to conceive. 


- Various miraculous signs accompanied the conception. 
- Queen Maya journeyed to Lumbini and stopped at the gardens there. 
- A salah tree bent down to her and as she stood and held on to it, the 


Buddha was born painlessly out of her side. 
- The Buddha was born as clean as a jewel and two streams of water 


came down from the sky. 
- The Buddha took seven steps to the four corners of the compass. 
- At each place where he stepped lotus flowers blossomed. 
- The Buddha declared: ‘This is my last rebirth; I am the King of the 


Four Directions’. He declared that he would pluck out by the roots the 
sorrow caused by birth and death. 


- Queen Maya died seven days after the Buddha’s birth. 


• Candidates may focus on the hagiographical and mythological elements 
of the conception and birth of the Buddha. 


• Candidates may focus on key features of the accounts of the conception 
and birth of the Buddha such as the unique nature of the Buddha, his 
purity, his super-human powers and his awareness of his destiny. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


 
  


0 1 
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(b) ‘The biography of the historical Buddha is not important for Buddhists 
today.’ 
Evaluate this view. [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Candidates may argue that the biography of the historical Buddha is not 
important today because it is impossible to reconstruct with any accuracy 
the full details of his life. 


• It may also be argued that the biography of the historical Buddha as 
handed down by tradition is too full of mythological and hagiographical 
details to be of any importance for Buddhists today. 


• Some may argue that the biography of the historical Buddha is not one to 
which most Buddhists today can relate. For example, being born as a 
prince, being a wandering teacher for over forty years etc. 


• It may also be argued that the biography of the historical Buddha is not 
relevant to Buddhists today since it concerns a completely alien time and 
culture. 


• Another line of argument is that some parts of the biography of the 
historical Buddha are not ones which are important for Buddhists today 
because they focus on extreme acts such as his leaving his wife and son 
and his practising asceticism. 


• It may also be argued that rather than the biography of the historical 
Buddha being important, Buddhists today should focus on the dharma 
and the sangha. 


• Conversely, candidates may argue that the biography of the historical 
Buddha is important as it shows that the Buddha really lived and died and 
is not a mythical figure. 


• Another line of reasoning is that the biography of the historical Buddha is 
important because Buddhists today are able to separate the mythological 
and hagiographical details from what really happened and thus rediscover 
the founder of Buddhism. 


• It could be stated that the key features of the biography of the historical 
Buddha are essential for Buddhists today such as his rejection of 
hedonism and asceticism in order to find the middle way. 


• It may be argued that the biography of the historical Buddhist is important 
because the more that can be discovered about him, the more can the 
dharma be fully understood by placing it in context. 


• Candidates may argue that as with other religions and their founders, 
Buddhism needs to have a clear understanding of its founder - the 
Buddha - which makes his biography important. 


• It may be argued that the importance of the historical Buddha and the 
need for Buddhists today to relate to him can be seen in the fact that his 
image is central to Buddhist worship in homes and temples. 


• Candidates may contrast the importance of the historical Buddha in 
Theravada Buddhism to his relative unimportance in Mahayana 
Buddhism. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 
  












 

Sticky Note

The dream of the white elephant is described in a general and simple fashion. No reference is made to any deeper symbolism although the idea of purity is mentioned. 



 

Sticky Note

Some general points are made with regard to the birth of the Buddha, but there is little by way of detail or explanation of the different events which are described as taking place. 



 

Sticky Note

This response shows limited knowledge and understanding with regard to the conception and birth of the historical Buddha. Overall, it is a basic response with limited death and breadth. There is, however, sufficient here to put it at the top of Band 2, 8 marks.







 

Sticky Note

Although the example in the last sentence is not entirely pertinent, the general point made is clear enough with regard to the changing times between the life of the historical Buddha and today. 



 

Sticky Note

Again, a fairly general point is made as to the need to understand the Buddha because he is the founder of Buddhism. 



 

Sticky Note

The point being made in this paragraph is not entirely clear beyond the fact that modern Buddhist teaching is more important than the biography of the historical Buddha. 







 

Sticky Note

There is some repetition here of points made earlier and an additional comment as to whether what has been passed down with regard to the biography of the historical Buddha is accurate. 



 

Sticky Note

This conclusion repeats in simple form points which have already been made. 



 

Sticky Note

This response shows some valid analysis with a limited number of issues raised by the question being identified. Overall, it is a basic attempt with inconsistent evaluation of the issue. Band 2,  9 marks.
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Sticky Note

Here the candidate uses specialist language in context: hagiography and mythology.



 

Sticky Note

Useful quotation from a scholar.



 

Sticky Note

Here the candidate shows knowledge of sacred text with use of specialist language. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates knowledge of another scholar. His views are paraphrased, which is entirely acceptable. 







 

Sticky Note

The candidate is able to interpret and explain the various events connected with the conception. 



 

Sticky Note

This is an interesting interpretation of how the birth at Lumbini is regarded by some Buddhists. 



 

Sticky Note

It should be noted that credit is given for a variety of points made from different perspectives with regard to the birth and conception of the Buddha.  







 

Sticky Note

The candidate includes reference to the prophecy of Asita which in some accounts takes place immediately before the birth of the Buddha and in others immediately after. 



 

Sticky Note

Here, the candidate makes accurate reference to different ways in which the biography of the Buddha may be seen. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate does not give a conclusion as this is not required for part (a) questions. However, they make a useful addition with a quotation from the scholar Paul Williams. 



 

Sticky Note

This response shows thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of the topic. There is excellent use of evidence and examples with accurate reference to sources of wisdom.Band 5, 20 marks.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate has written a brief plan before answering their next question. This might work for some candidates and can be helpful providing that not too much time is spent on it. 







 

Sticky Note

It can be noted that the candidate begins their response by repeating the words of the question.  This can be a helpful technique in keeping the focus on what is being asked. 



 

Sticky Note

In a short space the candidate has managed to include a great deal of detail such as reference to the words of the Buddha and to a scholar. 



 

Sticky Note

Note the reference here to a sacred text. 



 

Sticky Note

A connexion is made here with the other part of the course referring to Japanese Buddhism. 







 

Sticky Note

Here the candidate presents an alternative perspective on the statement in the question. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate has made extensive and appropriate use here of the scholar Denise Cush. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate is engaging well with the question by repeating its words and keeping the focus on what is being asked. 







 

Sticky Note

In this extended paragraph the candidate suggests that the whole teaching of the Buddha is much more important than his biography. 







 

Sticky Note

This is a clever reference to another part of the course which describes how Buddhism grew in the West. 



 

Sticky Note

The response moves beyond the conception and birth of the Buddha to the Four Sights.







 

Sticky Note

Here again, the candidate makes insightful connections to other parts of the course with reference to convert Buddhists and secular Buddhism. 



 

Sticky Note

Ending a response with a quotation from a scholar is a useful device for rounding up an argument.



 

Sticky Note

This response shows confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the statement in the question, sustained clear views are given and the views of scholars schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. Band 5, 30 marks.
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option D – A Study of Buddhism


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


0 1  a) Examine the accounts of the conception and birth of the historical Buddha. [20]


 b) ‘The biography of the historical Buddha is not important for Buddhists today.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions     30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


• The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


• Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


• Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally 


been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


• Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


• Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


• Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


• Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 
 


Either, 
 


(a) Examine the concept of arhat (worthy one). [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Accounts of the concept of arhat may be outlined in a variety of ways 
depending on books used and for this allowance needs to be made. 


• The arhat is the ultimate spiritual status that one can attain within 
Theravada Buddhism. The word derives from the root ariya (noble or 
worthy) and so this underlines its status within Buddhism. Essentially an 
arhat is one who has full proficiency in the ariya magga (noble path or 
path for the noble). 


• An arhat is one who has aspired to nibbana during this life and will enter 
paranibbana upon death. 


• The path to becoming an arhat is a long and difficult one but it is the ideal 
to which many Theravada Buddhists aspire. 


- The first stage on the way to becoming an arhat is that of stream-winner 
or stream-enterer – one who is free from personal belief, sceptical doubt 
and the absolute nature of rules. 


- The second stage on the way to becoming an arhat is that of once-
returner – one who has diminished greed, hatred and delusion and is 
nearly free from craving and ill-will. They will only suffer one more rebirth 
in the realm of the senses. 


- The third stage on the way to becoming an arhat is that of non-returner – 
one who has freedom from greed, hatred, delusion craving and ill-will. Any 
future rebirth will only be in the higher realms. 


- The fourth stage is that of becoming an arhat – a worthy one. An arhat 
gains complete freedom from, for example, craving for material existence 
or immaterial existence, from conceit, restlessness and ignorance. Upon 
their passing they will escape samsara and enter nibbana. 


• The arhat path is an individual one which encourages being solitary even 
in the company of others in order to focus on the single-minded effort to 
achieve nibbana during life. 


• The arhat attains complete mental health and an arhat’s calm actions no 
longer create karmic results. 


• The arhat’s mind is unaffected, undisturbed and totally concentrated. With 
such a mind, for example, physical pain may injure the body but it does 
affect the mind. 


• Candidates may contrast the path of the arhat (known as pratyeka 
Buddha in early Mahayana) with that of the Mahayana concept of 
bodhisattva; however, the focus of the answer should be upon the arhat. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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(b) ‘In Buddhism the concept of bodhisattva is superior to that of arhat.’ 
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Candidates may argue that in the modern world the concept of 
bodhisattva is superior because it focuses on compassion which is key to 
social engagement. 


• It may be argued that the concept of bodhisattva is superior because 
Buddhists can develop devotion to particular figures such as Manjushri or 
Avalokitesvara. 


• Candidates may argue that the concept of bodhisattva is superior 
because it represents the wisdom of the Buddha which is given to and 
which can be accessed by all. 


• It may be argued that the concept of bodhisattva is superior because it 
prevents Buddhism from being seen as a solitary, self-centred and 
individualistic belief system which is how the concept of arhat may be 
interpreted. 


• Another line of reasoning is that the concept of bodhisattva is superior 
because it is what gives Mahayana Buddhism its vitality and variety in 
belief and practice. 


• Conversely, it may be argued that that the concept of arhat is superior 
because it best represents the spiritual goal of Buddhists. 


• It may also be argued that the arhat path is the one which is fully based 
on the life and practice of the historical Buddha and is therefore much 
more important. 


• One other line of argument is that the true goal of meditation for Buddhists 
is to achieve the status of arhat and this makes it superior. 


• It may be argued that the concept of arhat is upheld by Theravada 
Buddhism and because this represents the original/authentic form of 
Buddhism it is superior. 


• Some may argue that the concept of arhat is superior because the four 
stages of the path to becoming an arhat present a clear and helpful form 
of progression. 


• The concept of arhat is considered to be superior by some because it 
shows that attaining the spiritual goal of Buddhism is not easy but 
requires commitment, dedication and hard work. 


• It may be argued that that neither the concept of arhat nor that of 
bodhisattva is ‘superior’ since both complement each other in upholding 
Buddhist belief and practice. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 
  












 

Sticky Note

The candidate's response begins with a very simple explanation of the background to the arhat. 







 

Sticky Note

Some general references are made here to the way in which a man might attain the goal of being an arhat. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate correctly identifies which school of Buddhism espouses the role of the arhat. 



 

Sticky Note

This is a very brief response for a part (a) question. There could have been a lot more in terms of detail in the response. However, that being said , the candidate has shown mainly accurate and relevant knowledge along with satisfactory use of evidence and examples.Band 3, 9 marks.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates sound knowledge of the concept of bodhisattva in Mahayana Buddhism. 







 

Sticky Note

Whilst this specific reference might be inaccurate it is certainly true with regard to the Dalai Lama.



 

Sticky Note

It is not entirely clear what point is being made here beyond that of people such as the Dalai Lama gaining a great deal of respect because they are bodhisattvas.



 

Sticky Note

This is an often made point as to the compassion and concern for others shown by bodhisattvas and what might be seen as a focus on the self with regard to arhats.







 

Sticky Note

In this paragraph, the candidate considers whether Mahayana teachings are new and - from one perspective - lacking in authenticity compared to the teaching found in Theravada. 



 

Sticky Note

A useful reference is made here to secular Buddhism. It would have been interesting to see whether this could have been further developed by the candidate in their response. 



 

Sticky Note

This response shows satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue raised in the statement. There is some sensible analysis of the connections between various parts of the course. Most of the issues raised by the question are identified and are generally addressed. The response is at the very top of Band 3.Band 3,  18 marks.
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Section B


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


0 3  a) Examine the concept of arhat (worthy one). [20]


 b) ‘In Buddhism, the concept of bodhisattva is superior to that of arhat.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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