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(Data taken from candidates who sat Christianity with Islam)

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
3a 4057 1.8 0.4 2 91.9 94.8
3b 3826 3.1 1.4 5 61.7 89.4
3c 3843 4.4 2.1 8 55.1 89.8
3d 3745 6.9 3.3 15 46 87.5

SPaG 3745 3.8 2.4 6 63.2 87.5
4a 3352 1.7 0.6 2 83.1 78.3
4b 2880 2.4 1.5 5 47.9 67.3
4c 3294 4.6 2.1 8 57.2 76.9
4d 3184 6.5 3.4 15 43.1 74.4

SPaG 3167 1.6 2.4 6 27.3 74
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GCSE Religious Studies - Unit 2 Ethical Themes

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Point made with supporting evidence



Sticky Note

Relevant example but not fully contextualised to support the argument
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Sticky Note

Relevant point with appropriate example of a Jewish charity. 







Highlight



Sticky Note

Spag-4 
Some punctuation errors. Grammar  mars the flow of the argument and impedes the meaning.



Sticky Note

Statements made of more than one viewpoint with some appropriate supportive evidence. Limited religious language and analysis. Best fit Band 2 -6 marks.












Sticky Note

Repetition .



Sticky Note

A relevant point made but not substantiated with evidence.



Sticky Note

The question asks specifically about religious believers.



Sticky Note

Relevant examples with some relevant contextualisation. No overt reference though to the demands of the question



Sticky Note

Relevant quote but not contextualised into how this belief impacts on practice.



Sticky Note

Some appropriate evidence is presented but not woven into an argument to answer the question. 
Band 2 -4 marks
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Sticky Note

As hi-lighted there are spelling and punctuation mistakes.The grammar often impacts on the meaning. This is particularly apparent in the second half of the response
Spag-4
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Examiner
only


	 (d)	 ‘Religious believers should do more to encourage human rights.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.	 [6]
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Questions 3 and 4(b) AO1  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  0 
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PART B 
 


QUESTION 3: RELIGIOUS RESPONSES TO ETHICAL THEMES 
 


RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 


 
Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 
 
(b) Describe from either Christianity or Islam the nature and purpose of the 


family. [5] 
 


• A supporting unit of people to care for each other. 


• A unit that contains different roles and responsibilities 


• A unit in which children can learn about religious rituals and beliefs 


• A unit that obeys religious teachings, e.g. in Islam the Qur’an teaches that 
children should care for their parents. 


• A unit that fulfills religious duties.  


• A unit in which to raise children. 


• Specific reference might be made to extended and nuclear families. 
 
  












Sticky Note

The response does not entirely answer the question. The focus should be on the nature and purpose of the family. Some use of religious /specialist language












Sticky Note

This is a full description which includes a range of relevant points including having a family is a purpose in life, the importance of having a partner,respect for parents, role of the mother within Jewish identity. Appropriate source of wisdom . The response does not include extensive use of religious language but it best fit a Band 3 -5 marks












Sticky Note

A limited statement.Credit given only for the importance of not disobeying family members as a response to the nature of the family. 1 mark
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Examiner
only


PART B – Religious Responses to Ethical Themes


Theme 1: Relationships


	 (b)	 Describe from either Christianity or Islam the nature and purpose of the family. 	 [5]
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Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar 
Applies to Section A, Question 1, part (d) only 
 
PLEASE NOTE: IN 2022, SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR MARKS WERE 
AWARDED TO QUESTIONS 3(d) and 4(d). UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, SPaG 
MARKS ARE AWARDED TO QUESTION 1(d).  
 
 


Band Performance descriptions 


High 
performance 


 
5-6 marks 


• Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy 
 


• Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall 


Intermediate 
performance 


 
3-4 marks 


• Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy 
 


• Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1-2 marks 


• Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy 
 


• Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any 
errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall  


0 


• The candidate writes nothing  
 


• The candidate's response does not relate to the question 
 


• The candidate's achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold 
performance Band, for example errors in spelling, punctuation and 
grammar severely hinder meaning  
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Question 3 and 4(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 
 
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d).  
 
(d) ‘Religious believers should never use contraception.’  
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15] 


 


• Importance of obeying religious duties 


• People were given free will to make their own choices. 


• God is creator and so all creation is his will. 


• Differences in attitudes between artificial and natural contraceptives. 


• Some contraceptives are not allowed 


• Importance of celibacy and chastity. 


• Many religions consider it a duty to create a family. 


• Interpretation of religious scriptures, e.g. God ordered and be fruitful and multiply. 


• Contraceptives regulates birth control and ensures all children are wanted. 


• Contraceptives are allowed by most religious traditions if the woman’s life is at 
risk if she became pregnant. 


• Consideration of the ethical theory - Natural Law states that a primary precept is 
the continuation of species through reproduction. 


• Important for both partners to agree if contraception is to be used. 
 
  












Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

Spag -5
Spelling and punctuation is generally accurate. At times,as hi-lighted grammar impedes the flow of the argument.



Sticky Note

Recognition of diversity of views



Sticky Note

Judgement evidenced but not analysed.



Sticky Note

Appropriate point but not developed.



Sticky Note

Argument is not coherent or well evidenced.



Sticky Note

Further development and evidence required.



Sticky Note

Some appropriate statements are made but there is a lack of development and evidence. Limited religious/specialist language. 
Best fit
Band 2- 6 marks
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Highlight



Sticky Note

Diversity recognised.



Sticky Note

A justification is given but it evidence doesnt fully support the conclusion made.



Sticky Note

Appropriate quote with some relevant contextualisation
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Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

Spag
Some spelling and punctuation errors as hi-lighted. Grammar often impeded flow of the argument



Sticky Note

Some accurate understanding shown of religious belief and practice. Relevant use of source of wisdom. 
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Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

A very general comment with no specific knowledge shown or use of key religious language



Sticky Note

A relevant point but not justified with any religious teachings or beliefs.



Sticky Note

An ethical reason given but with no further justification or evidence



Highlight







Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

Spag 3
The hi-lighted areas indicate some of the Spag errors. There were some spelling and punctuation mistakes. Grammar often impeded the meaning and flow of argument.



Sticky Note

Relevant religious teachings but the impact not fully explained.



Sticky Note

Although more than one viewpoint is given there is weak justifications and evidence. A very limited use of religious language and sources of wisdom and authority. 
4 marks-Band 2
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Examiner
only


	 (d)	 ‘Religious believers should never use contraception.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.	 [6]
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Questions 3 and 4(b) AO1  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  0 
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PART B 
 


QUESTION 4: RELIGIOUS RESPONSES TO ETHICAL THEMES 
 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
 


Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 


 
Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 
 
(b)  Describe reasons why religious believers might agree with censorship.  [5] 
 


• Freedom of speech can upset people. 


• Some things, e.g. drawing of Prophet Muhammad and the use of language can be 
considered blasphemous.  


• To stop people from being wrongly influenced. 


• Some people are vulnerable and need to be protect. 
 
  












Sticky Note

A very basic reason given with no specialist language.
Band 1-1 mark












Sticky Note

An appropriate reason is givenwith some further description
Band 2-2 marks












Sticky Note

Inaccurate 
0
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only


PART B – Religious Responses to Ethical Themes


Theme 2: Human Rights


	 (b)	 Describe reasons why religious believers might agree with censorship. 	 [5]
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Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar 
Applies to Section A, Question 1, part (d) only 
 
PLEASE NOTE: IN 2022, SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR MARKS WERE 
AWARDED TO QUESTIONS 3(d) and 4(d). UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, SPaG 
MARKS ARE AWARDED TO QUESTION 1(d).  
 
 


Band Performance descriptions 


High 
performance 


 
5-6 marks 


• Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy 
 


• Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall 


Intermediate 
performance 


 
3-4 marks 


• Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy 
 


• Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1-2 marks 


• Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy 
 


• Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any 
errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall  


0 


• The candidate writes nothing  
 


• The candidate's response does not relate to the question 
 


• The candidate's achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold 
performance Band, for example errors in spelling, punctuation and 
grammar severely hinder meaning  
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Question 3 and 4(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 
 
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d).  
 
(d) ‘Religious believers should do more to encourage human rights.’  
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  [15] 


 


• It is not just the concern of religious believers but of everyone, e.g. Humanists. 


• Some religious practices are contradictory to human rights, e.g. some religious 
teachings on homosexuality. 


• Religions do promote human rights in a number of ways such as the work of 
charities, e.g. Catholic Association of Racial Justice. 


• Many religious leaders taught the importance of actively supporting rights of the 
individual, e.g. Jesus’s ministry to the lepers. 


• Many human rights leaders have been inspired by their religious beliefs, e.g. 
Martin Luther King; Malcolm X. 


• It depends what is meant by ‘promote’ as many religions would not support 
violent action. 


• Human rights are universal moral rights so people of all religions and none 
should actively promote human rights. 


• Religions all teach about the dignity of human life which reflects the first article of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


• Religions teach that mankind was made in God’s image, e.g. 1 Genesis 26-27, so 
protecting human rights could be considered a duty. 


• The practice and examples of Christian Agape. 


• The actions of Liberation Theology, e.g. Saint Oscar Romero speaking against 
the government. 


• Having a religious faith means that you should put the beliefs and teachings in 
action.  


• Religion is not about world events but worship. 


• The importance of recognising shared humanity, e.g. community, Christian 
Fellowship, ummah 


• Teachings that all are equal, e.g. Galatians 3:27-29: ‘There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile’ 
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Sticky Note



Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

Spag -4
Generally accurate spelling and punctuation. Limited evidence due to brevity of response. Some meaning lost due to use of grammar.



Highlight



Sticky Note

Appropriate argument made.



Sticky Note

Some supportive evidence but not developed



Sticky Note

Further supportive evidence but not supported.



Sticky Note

Limited statements but lacking in development and analysis.
Best fit Band 2- 4 marks











