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(Data taken from candidates who sat Christianity with Islam)

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 2441 1.7 0.5 2 87.1 57
1b 2378 2.9 1.4 5 58 55.5
1c 1924 3.8 2.6 8 47.5 44.9
1d 1966 6.8 4 15 45.3 45.9
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 3 


LEVEL DESCRIPTORS/ MARKING BANDS 


Question 1(b) AO1 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  0 
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PART A 
 


QUESTION 1: CORE BELIEFS, TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – CHRISTIANITY 
 
Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 
 


 
Refer to the marking bands for question (b).  
 
(b)  Describe Christian teachings about the Bible. [5] 
 


• It is the Word of God (Deuteronomy 4:1-2). 


• It is sacred scripture. 


• It is God-breathed, divinely inspired (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 


• It is authoritative. 


• Not to be added to, taken away from (Deuteronomy 4:1-2). 


• It is the most complete revelation of God. 


• It contains God’s laws (Deuteronomy 4:1-2). 


• God speaks through its words. 


• It is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, training in righteousness (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). 


• It equips the believer for good works (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 


• Some teach that it is a text book for the Christian Faith. 


• Some teach that it is a test book to maintain orthodoxy. 


• Some take a liberal view, teaching that it is a receptacle of both God’s words and the 
ideas of wise people of the past. 


 
Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• Deuteronomy 4:1-2 
Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that 
you may live and may go in and take possession of the land the LORD, the God of 
your ancestors, is giving you.  


 
Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 


 


• 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work. 


  












Comprehensive response. Lots of ideas.
Source of authority - word of God - literal/liberal - diversity
about God   some outdated practices   symbolic  guidance for Christians  
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Credit word of God



Incorrect



Idea of led by God and told what to write



Written by humans



Shows some awareness and understanding
Weak band 2 2 marks
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All Scripture God breathed   reference to 
The Bible is the word of God
Used for guidance
Used for worship
Ten Commandments in the Bible are influential



'God breathed reference is from 2 Timothy referenced in the mark scheme



Band 2 4 marks (just)
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Examiner
only


PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Christianity


 (b) Describe Christian teachings about the Bible. [5]
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Question 1(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning.  
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation based on some accurate 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 
 
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation, based on a limited and/or inaccurate 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer alternative or different viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d).  
 
(d)  'Pilgrimage is the most important Christian practice.'  
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  [15] 


 
Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 


• Pilgrimage shows great commitment to God. 


• It is a sacrifice of both time and money. 


• Going on pilgrimage can bring greater commitment to God. 


• To visit the significant sites of Jesus’ life (Bethlehem, Birth; Jerusalem, 
Crucifixion and Resurrection) can be a powerful spiritual experience. 


• Believers can walk in Jesus’ footsteps. 


• It can bring a believer closer to God. 


• They can connect with the origins of the Faith. 


• It can bring the Bible stories to life. 


• It can be done as a penance. 


• They will learn more about their Faith. 


• It can greatly strengthen their faith. 


• They can celebrate Christmas and Easter in the original places. 


• They can connect with other believers from around the world. 


• They can seek/receive healing, e.g. Lourdes, Holywell. 


• Accept reasons relating to any place of Christian pilgrimage. 


• It can’t be most important because, whilst some denominations place importance 
on it (e.g. Catholic), many see it as a personal choice and more of a special 
holiday, helpful but not vital. 


• It has lost its importance from previous centuries. 


• It is expensive, so not every believer is able to do it. 


• Something which favours the wealthy cannot be the most important practice. 


• The money could be better spent in charitable works. 


• Pilgrimage is not commanded in Christianity. 


• Other things are commanded, e.g. love your neighbour, take communion, the 
Great Commission/make disciples/evangelise. 


• God is omnipresent, so he can be encountered anywhere. 


• It is more important to serve God where you are. 


• The most important ‘pilgrimage’ for a Christian is the life journey with God, in 
comparison with which a journey to a special place is of little importance. 
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Some



Alternative argument



Further a;ternative



Further alternative



Theological content



Alternative



some







Use of religious knowledge - life of Jesus



Development of the nature of piligrimage



Relevant reasoning



Developed reasoining



Interesting observation in the conclusion



Band 4



15



Credit closer to God



Religious knowledge
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Firstly 



Footsteps of Jesus - closer to Jesus



Irrelevent and off the point information about Jesus '
death - no negative marking just ignore



Secondly



The response has a focus on the most important place of pilgrimage rather than attempting
to respond to the demands of the question.







Repetitive point walking in the footsteps of Jesus



This really adds nothing to the response.



Weak analysis and evaluation of the issue.
Limited attempt to formulate a judgement.
No different or alternative viewpoints are offered.
Band 1   3 marks
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Very good first paragraph - build faith and expression of faith
Strong argument based on faith   Weak argument because Christians are not commanded to perform
pilgrimage



MANY



Some



Credit the idea that the practice of Eucharist was a command from Jesus himself
source of authority reference



Strong argument







Weak



Conclusion statement withoutr reason



Example of marriage but not developed
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Examiner
only


 (d) ‘Pilgrimage is the most important Christian practice.’


  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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