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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
2a 4990 1.4 0.9 2 68.2 51.8
2b 6205 2.8 1.4 5 56.6 64.4
2c 5353 4 2.5 8 49.9 55.6
2d 6107 7.1 3.8 15 47.2 63.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Note

This candidate offers an excellent and highly detailed response with clear analysis and evaluation of the issue. The answer was awarded Band 4 and given 13 out of a possible 15 marks available.
There is comprehensive knowledge shown throughout with a very good selection of views, excellent reasoning and inclusion of a conclusion at the end drawing ideas together. The answer would benefit from more use of examples in places to allow it to access the higher marks available in Band 4.
















Note

This candidate response achieves Band 2 and was awarded 7 marks out of a possible 15 available.

It shows satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of Islam. Multiple views are given within the response with reference to a range of arguments, although not all are fully detailed. There is evidence of evaluative language although the evaluation is not consistent throughout as seen towards the end of the response. To improve this answer the points made need further development and  more judgements need to be formulated about the evidence offered of each view.
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only


	 (d)	 ‘For Muslims the Qur’an is the only guide for life.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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PART A 
 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS, TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – ISLAM 
 
 
Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist. Other valid points must be credited. 
 
For all (a) questions: 
 


• An accurate definition of the word, as it is used in the specification – 2 marks 


• If the definition is accurate, an example is not necessary for 2 marks. 


• If there is no definition, or an inaccurate definition, but an appropriate example is 
given, 1 mark. 


• The definition does not have to be the official definition given in the Eduqas/WJEC 
‘Key Concepts’ resource. 


 
 
(a) What do Muslims mean by 'du’ah'? [2] 
 


• Du’ah means private prayer. 
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PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Islam


2.	 (a)	 What do Muslims mean by ‘du’ah’?	 [2]
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Question 2(b) AO1 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


3 


An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  


Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (b).  
 
(b)  Describe how Muslims observe Ramadan. [5] 
 


• Muslims practise sawm during the Islamic month of Ramadan. 


• The fast lasts for the whole month of Ramadan.  


• Muslims fast during the hours of daylight, from dawn to dusk. 


• A meal, suhur, may be consumed before dawn. 


• A meal, iftar, breaks the daily fast. 


• Fasting involves no eating or drinking during daylight hours but also includes no 
smoking or sexual intercourse. 


• All Muslims, with exceptions for the young, elderly and ill, are expected to fast. 


• Muslims fast as members of the ummah throughout the world. 
 


Relevant references are likely to include: 


• Qur’an 2: 185 ‘The month of Ramadhan [is that] in which was revealed the 
Qur'an, a guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance and criterion. So 
whoever sights [the new moon of] the month, let him fast it; and whoever is ill or 
on a journey - then an equal number of other days. Allah intends for you ease 
and does not intend for you hardship and [wants] for you to complete the period 
and to glorify Allah for that [to] which He has guided you; and perhaps you will be 
grateful.’ 


• Qur’an 2: 187 ‘It has been made permissible for you the night preceding fasting to 
go to your wives [for sexual relations]. They are clothing for you and you are 
clothing for them. Allah knows that you used to deceive yourselves, so He 
accepted your repentance and forgave you. So now, have relations with them 
and seek that which Allah has decreed for you. And eat and drink until the white 
thread of dawn becomes distinct to you from the black thread [of night]. Then 
complete the fast until the sunset. And do not have relations with them as long as 
you are staying for worship in the mosques. These are the limits [set by] Allah, so 
do not approach them. Thus does Allah make clear His ordinances to the people 
that they may become righteous.’  
















Note

This response is awarded Band 3, 4 marks out of a possible 5 available.

It gives lots of very good description that focuses on what actions Muslims perform to observe Ramadan. Appropriate religious language is used within the answer (Sawm, fasting, Allah, scripture, Eid-ul-Fitr) although some parts of the response are more focused more on why Ramadan is performed rather than how. A little more detail is required to achieve full marks.












Note

This response achieves Band 3 and the full 5 marks. It is written in a clear way with the entire answer specifically focused on the question asked about how Muslims observe Ramadan. There is awareness and insight given into how Ramadan is marked and what specific actions Muslims perform.












Note

This response achieves Band 2, 2 marks out of a possible 5 available. It is very brief and contains a generally accurate but small amount of information. The first sentence is only relevant because of the information that follows. The candidate has specifically stated Muslims do not eat or drink and linked it to happening in the daylight hours before using the appropriate religious term of 'fasting'. This response would need expansion and more ideas how of Ramadan is observed to increase the mark awarded.
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	 (b)	 Describe how Muslims observe Ramadan.	 [5]
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Question 1(c) AO1 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and 
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


7–8 


3 


A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately. 


5–6 


2 


A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious 
idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority with some accuracy 


3–4 


1 


A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy 


1–2 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (c). 
 
(c) Explain the importance for Muslims of the Shahadah. [8] 
 


Relevant references are likely to include: 


• The Shahadah is the declaration of faith, which consists of the statement, ‘There 
is no god except Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’. 


• Some sources use the term ‘prophet’ instead of Messenger. 


• The Shahadah states the belief in the 'oneness' in reference to Allah which is the 
most important Muslim belief. 


• It is recited by all Muslims as their statement of faith. 


• The Shahadah is significant because it states the fundamental belief of Islam as 
a monotheistic religion. 


• The Shahadah states Muhammad is the Prophet of God. 


• The Shahadah states the name of God as Allah. 


• The Shahadah is the first of the Five Pillars. 


• The words of the Shahadah are the basis of the Kalimah prayer.  


• The Shahadah is recited in each part of the daily salat prayers. 


• Recitation of the Shahadah is an act of worship in itself. 


• The Shahadah is recited as part of an aqiqah ceremony. 


• The Shahadah is recited by converts to Islam. 
 


• Qur’an 3:18 ‘Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the 
angels and those of knowledge – [that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. 
There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might’, the Wise.…’ 
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	 (c)	 Explain the importance for Muslims of the Shahadah.	 [8]
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Question 2(d) AO2 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  


Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered 


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12–15 


3 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 


Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8–11 


2 


A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. 


Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 


Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4–7 


1 


A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  


A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  


Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 
(d) 'For Muslims the Qur’an is the only guide for life.' 
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15] 


 


• Many Muslims regard the Qur’an as the most important guide for daily life and 
believe it provides a complete guide to daily living. 


• The Qur’an is not the only guide for life as many Muslims will also follow the 
guidance given by an imam during the Friday sermon.  


• Some Muslims will choose to follow their conscience in some matters as a guide 
for daily life. 


• The Qur’an is the divine book revealed to the Prophet Muhammad as Allah’s final 
revelation to humankind and because of this it should be the only guide for daily 
living. 


• Many Muslims will use both the Hadith and Sunnah as important sources to 
provide guidance for daily life. 


• Many Muslims will be guided by advice from parents and family. 


• It is not possible for a book written so long ago to be able to provide a complete 
guide to daily life in modern society. 


• The laws of a country give guidance on daily life. 
 
  












Note

This candidate response is awarded Band 1 and given 3 marks out of a possible 15 available.

There is a limited line of argument given (some reference to the Qur'an being a guide as it has not changed and it being sacred as it is the literal words of Allah). There is the offering of a weak analysis and evaluation of the statement with no alternative or different viewpoints considered.

At times, the responses appears to have been more written in the style of a C question response rather than a D question response.











