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5 2213 3.5 2.1 9 38.5 99.9

4 2214 4.6 1.5 9 50.7 100.0

7 2209 4.0 2.1 9 44.4 99.7

6 2211 4.3 2.1 9 48.1 99.8

8 2206 4.1 1.9 9 45.4 99.6

3 2212 4.5 1.6 9 50.5 99.9

1 2214 4.3 2.4 9 48.1 100.0

2 2181 3.9 1.9 9 42.9 98.5

All Candidates performance across questions
Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

Performance across questions Performance By Medium Of Entry Performance By Entry Status

ILD Analysis for Awarding


The table below shows a detailed analysis of the performance of candidates on each item (question or part question) that can be used 
for comparing performance.

The mean score will be close to the maximum mark if all candidates perform well on a particular item. Conversely, if candidates as a 
whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. For questions with 
different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

The facility factor (F.F.) for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the 
accessibility of the item.  If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 
per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. Conversely, if the mean mark is low when compared with the 
maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.  

The Standard Deviation of the marks attained (S.D.) measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard 
deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation 
points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. 

For each item the table shows the number (N) and the Percentage of candidates who attempted the item (Attempt %) When comparing 
items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper.

If you are accessing this document in a web browser and are 
only able to see this single page, please download the 
document and re-open it in Adobe Reader in order to fully 
access the exemplar material.
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3 427 4.9 1.6 9 54.7 100.0

4 427 4.9 1.5 9 54.0 100.0

1 427 5.0 2.2 9 55.6 100.0

2 422 4.1 1.8 9 45.3 98.8

7 427 4.3 2.0 9 48.2 100.0

8 427 4.5 1.7 9 49.6 100.0

5 427 4.3 2.1 9 47.8 100.0

6 427 4.9 2.0 9 54.0 100.0

WELSH 
MEDIUM

8 1779 4.0 1.9 9 44.4 99.5

3 1785 4.5 1.5 9 49.5 99.8

2 1759 3.8 1.9 9 42.4 98.4

1 1787 4.2 2.4 9 46.2 99.9

4 1787 4.5 1.4 9 49.9 99.9

7 1782 3.9 2.2 9 43.5 99.7

6 1784 4.2 2.1 9 46.7 99.8

5 1786 3.3 2.1 9 36.2 99.9

ENGLISH 
MEDIUM

Candidate Performance By Medium Of Entry
Medium Question 

Title
N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

NOTES:

1. The item level marks used in the item level analysis and reported for each candidate are those submitted by the examiner at the time of 
marking. 


2. Care must be taken when making judgements about performance where the number of candidates is small.
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Messiah: And He shall Purify: Handel (1741) 
 
2. You will now hear another extract, which will be played three times. There will be 


a 30 second pause between each playing and a 5 minute silence after the final 
playing for you to complete your answer. 


 
The extract is based on the following text: 


 
And He shall purify the sons of Levi, 
That they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 


 
You now have 30 seconds to read the question before the first playing of the 
extract. 


 


You may wish to place a tick ✓ in the box each time you hear the extract. [9] 


 
 
 
 
 
 


(a) In the extract, describe the use of:  


• instruments 


• voices 


• performance techniques/articulation 


• texture 
 


In your answer you must refer to all four elements. You may make rough 
notes on this page and begin your answer on the next page. 


 
The quality of written communication and the accurate use of specialist 
terminology will be assessed in this question. AO4 


 


Instruments: Orchestra – Strings – Violins – Violas –Cellos  
Double Basses – Harpsichord – Continuo 


 
Voices: SATB /Mixed Choir (Soprano – Bass – Alto – Tenor) 


counter-tenor 
 
Performance Technique/articulation:  


Voices – melisma, detached/staccato, legato 
Strings –arco/bowed, detached/staccato, legato 


 
Texture: Vocal opening lines – homophonic – melody & 


accompaniment 
Polyphonic – contrapuntal – Imitation-Fugal 
Homophonic to close 
Female and Male voices sing in unison at start 


 
Descriptions of how instruments and voices are used – 
accompaniment etc. 
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AO4 
Use analytical and appraising skills to make evaluative and critical 


judgements about music 


Mark Criteria 


8-9 


• A perceptive answer which presents a detailed 
description of all of the musical elements observed in the 
musical extract  


• The answer is well organised and presented in a highly 
appropriate manner using accurate and specialist 
subject terminology, with accurate grammar, punctuation 
and spelling  


6-7 


• A secure answer which presents a reasonable 
description of many musical elements observed in the 
musical extract  


• The answer is mostly organised and presented in an 
appropriate manner using generally accurate and 
specialist subject terminology, with accurate grammar, 
punctuation and spelling  


4-5 


• An inconsistent answer, with some description of some 
musical elements observed in the musical extract  


• The answer is partly organised with some use of subject 
terminology and reasonably accurate grammar, 
punctuation and spelling  


2-3 


• A basic answer with little description of the use of 
musical elements observed in the musical extract  


• The answer shows a basic level of organisation and 
basic use of subject terminology with errors in grammar, 
punctuation and spelling affecting clarity of 
communication  


1 


• A limited answer with very little description of the use of 
musical elements observed in the musical extract  


• The answer shows a limited level of organisation and 
limited use of subject terminology with many errors in 
grammar, punctuation and spelling affecting clarity of 
communication  


0 No response / no information is worthy of credit.  
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harven

Sticky Note

The candidate positively identifies a harpsichord, violin and double bass(strings) from the extract. In addition, therewere violas and cellos.



harven

Sticky Note

Even though it is agreed that the piece is from the Baroque period, the question did not ask for this information.



harven

Sticky Note

Sopranos and tenors as part of a mixed choir are identified in the extract. Theother sections were alto and bass.



harven

Sticky Note

Conjunct/scalic and disjunct melodicmovement have been included but itis important to read the question carefully as melody was not requestedin the list of musical elements.



harven

Sticky Note

E: Melisma was identified successfully as a vocal performance technique.







harven

Sticky Note

Countermelody is mentioned - the music is contrapuntal.



harven

Sticky Note

The question did not ask for dynamics so there was no need to write aboutthe changes in volume.



harven

Sticky Note

H: Staccato, slurred and arco are correctly identified under the headings articulation and performance techniques.



harven

Sticky Note

The texture is homophonic and includesmelody and accompaniment at thestart. However, as the piece progresses it becomes polyphonic (counterpointwas mentioned earlier) before the final bars of homophony at the end, It is  important to give location in your answer (e.g. at the start, in the middle, at the end).



harven

Sticky Note

This is a secure answer which presents areasonable description of many musical elements in the extract.
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harven

Sticky Note

The candidate correctly identifies a mixed choir can be heard with male and female voices - the answer could be more specific by listing the voices or even the correct order of vocal entries (i.e. soprano, bass, alto then tenor sections).



harven

Sticky Note

It has been noticed that the texture thickens and becomes polyphonic - here it would be advantageous to add that the opening and closing of the extract are homophonic as a comparison.



harven

Sticky Note

The question does not ask for a response regarding melody so the high/low pitches and conjunct melody do not relate to the original question.



harven

Sticky Note

A harpsichord is positively identified along with violins and violas in the string section.  Additionally, the candidate could have mentioned cellos and double basses and indeed stated that the overall ensemble was an orchestra.



harven

Sticky Note

Arco and legato have been recognised effectively by the candidate under performance techniques and articulation which was asked in the question.  Other points that could have been added include melisma in the voice parts as well as staccato and legato in the instrumental and vocal writing.



harven

Sticky Note

There are some descriptions of musical elements but a greater amount of detail under each element category is required to achieve a 6/7 where the answer would be secure and more organised.  Sometimes, candidates find it easier to put headings down the side of the page and then discuss each element chronologically.
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harven

Sticky Note

No organ was heard in the extractbut credit could be given for identifyinga violin. The candidate could have mentioned that there was an orchestraconsisting of strings (violins, violas,cellos and double basses). Aharpsichord could also be heard.



harven

Sticky Note

A choir was heard in the extract but thecandidate could have been morespecific in identifying the type of choir, in this case mixed choir (soprano, alto, tenor, bass).



harven

Sticky Note

The candidate has mentioned ahigh pitch but the question didnot ask to identify melodic features.







harven

Sticky Note

The candidate has identified thetempo but this was not requiredin the main question.



harven

Sticky Note

The candidate did not mention anything about the texture which began homophonic and then becamepolyphonic demonstrating use of imitation and fugue. The piece closed with homophony. In addition, there was no mention of performance techniques or articulation. Melisma could be heard in the voices and the strings were bowed (arco). There was also evidence of staccato and legato performed byinstruments and voices.



harven

Sticky Note

The candidate received 1 mark overall as the answer was limited with very little description of the use of musicalelements observed in the extract.
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2. You will now hear another extract, which will be played three times. There will be a 30 second 
pause between each playing and a 5 minute silence after the final playing for you to complete 
your answer.


 The extract is based on the following text:


 And He shall purify the sons of Levi,
 That they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.


 You now have 30 seconds to read the question before the first playing of the extract.   


 You may wish to place a tick (√) in the box each time you hear the extract. [9]


 In the extract, describe the use of: 
 •   instruments
 •   voices
 •   performance techniques/articulation
 •   texture


 In your answer you must refer to all four elements. You may make rough notes on this page 
and begin your answer on the next page.


 The quality of written communication and the accurate use of specialist terminology will be 
assessed in this question.







