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All Candidates performance across questions
11 6509 5.5 1.7 10 54.8 96.5
12 5234 10.8 3.0 20 53.8 77.6
13 1443 10.1 3.6 20 50.7 21.4
21 416 25 1.6 10 25.3 6.2
22 82 0.0 0.2 20 0.2 1.2
23 47 0.0 0.0 20 0.0 0.7
31 294 1.6 1.1 10 16.3 4.4
32 60 0.7 2.7 20 3.3 0.9
33 80 0.4 1.9 20 2.2 1.2
41 216 2.4 1.4 10 24.5 3.2
42 24 0.0 0.0 20 0.0 0.4
43 57 0.5 0.7 20 25 0.8
51 164 2.6 1.4 10 25.7 2.4
52 43 0.0 0.2 20 0.2 0.6
53 44 0.5 0.5 20 2.6 0.7
61 6143 10.4 3.2 20 52.1 91.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Crooks suffers from the worst aspects of American society in the 1930s. Do you
agree?

[20]

You may wish to think about:

his family background

his life on the ranch

his relationships with others on the ranch

some of the events in the novel which involve Crooks

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%).

0 marks

Nothing worthy of credit.

1-4 marks

Very brief, often simple narrative, with limited detail.

5-9 marks

Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of characters and
events. Very simple awareness of Crooks as a black man on
the ranch.

10-14 marks

Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of key features of
Crooks, such as his isolation as a black man. There may be a
little discussion of events involving Crooks and some
awareness of how wider social norms affect him.

15-20 marks

Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward
discussion of Crooks, his relationships with others and the
ways in which he is affected by segregation and discrimination
because of social attitudes at the time. There may be some
understanding of some ways in which Crooks reflects his
society. For example, some reference to Crooks’ status as the
only black man on the ranch, his background and some of the
ways in which segregation and prejudice affect him. For the
highest mark, detailed reference to events to support ideas will
be made.

Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.
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Sticky Note

Some knowledge of character's background.�



Sticky Note

Simple awareness of context.�





Write the two digit question number inside

the boxes next to the first line of your answer Answer IBT::E

Ysgrifennweh rif dau ddigid y cwestiwn yn y Bl

blychau gyferbyn 4 llinell gyntaf eich ateb Ateb ok
e N Lennie Sctuunwoes ULON L

J¥ie s <A a%— OUNNOUNSe TS
dupes to Lennie. ook, gqeoige Not i
| coming ook, Yo COuCL See BNOL |
llenmes  pocion exPRSSONS OMUPPOL
lovke e Souss b George wowloan't AL |
ook @ Mg  CIOES CoNtinues 1O L&
| focment  Lenme . L

llennme OSKES oprestions L)\‘KQ/ lU\M/Uj n
e M nene on HYowSs owon T - unen L
1AL wWos N e bungnduse. WO 5
lcrooes ,  creoks repueol gy aon'+ .
JWoNy ML wecaumse 1N r\_(@*f»f’ g |8
liLennie ooNir Wouwe O PR M N
louxon oS WwecausaSe Of S Sk L
loowur ne just g hes _MouUngy AU L
g ana,s 00 QLAOC  LWINDUS L

{1 CrooKs  olses DAL oA eNMe |
1 cdonNtr cona QUOOWL  NAs Siean. Colou-r |
1 oo WA e S Jw?—r— fr(u)/‘: (@) B
I mowe oo new grend . Croaes srays |
oo  conerytwion' s  Lennre. ol il
-&A@@MW: e oS CoAL_ I8
| foock. LA DouNET Greorge L
1 St s across (ennae N ClOoKkeS B

| wwnNisrouse. ovndl es gpuesioNs oL
1 tennie wos (N Anre . AceS m

1 s Geoltp.  sseoe— %\U\Q.S wenmey |
| atnar iMsttuciond . kG AR g0 aEssEr |
| oo CmoES  OuNBENOUGe. SR ’

; . T



Sticky Note

Relevant reference to specific scene in the text.�
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Sticky Note

Straightforward understanding of character and context.  Some reference to events and relationships.  12 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Some knowledge of character's background.�



Sticky Note

Simple awareness of context.�
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Sticky Note

Relevant reference to specific scene in the text.�
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Sticky Note

Straightforward understanding of character and context.  Some reference to events and relationships.  12 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Some use of detail to support ideas.�



Sticky Note

Aware of context.�
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Sticky Note

Misunderstanding of context but the comment has some validity.�
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Sticky Note

Some selection and comment on the injustice shown to one character. Could have been closely focused on the question but a clear understanding of how the character's life is limited by contextual factors.

15 marks.�










SECTION A

Of Mice and Men

AnswerlIIIl andeitherl 1 | 2 |or| 1 | 3 |

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on |III| and about 40 minutes on EIZl

or[1]3].

Either,

Crooks suffers from the worst aspects of American society in the 1930s. Do you
agree?

You may wish to think about:
* his family background
* his life on the ranch

* his relationships with others on the ranch
* some of the events in the novel which involve Crooks [20]
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Slim and George came into the darkening bunk house together. Slim reached up over the card
table and turned on the tin-shaded electric light. Instantly the table was brilliant with light, and the
cone of the shade threw its brightness straight downward, leaving the corners of the bunk house
still in dusk. Slim sat down on a box and George took his place opposite.

‘It wasn’t nothing,” said Slim. ‘I would of had to drowned most of 'em anyways. No need to thank
me about that.’

George said, ‘It wasn’t much to you, maybe, but it was a hell of a lot to him. Jesus Christ, | don’t
know how we’re gonna get him to sleep in here. He'll want to sleep right out in the barn with ‘em.
We’'ll have trouble keepin’ him from getting right in the box with them pups.’

‘It wasn’'t nothing,” Slim repeated. ‘Say, you sure was right about him. Maybe he ain’t bright, but
| never seen such a worker. He damn near killed his partner buckin’ barley. There ain’t nobody can
keep up with him. God awmighty | never seen such a strong guy.’

George spoke proudly. ‘Jus’ tell Lennie what to do an’ he’'ll do it if it don’t take no figuring. He
can'’t think of nothing to do himself, but he sure can take orders.’

There was a clang of horseshoe on iron stake outside and a little cheer of voices.

Slim moved back slightly so the light was not on his face. ‘Funny how you an’ him string along
together.’ It was Slim’s calm invitation to confidence.

‘What’s funny about it?” George demanded defensively.

‘Oh, | dunno. Hardly none of the guys ever travel together. | hardly never seen two guys travel
together. You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month,
and then they quit and go out alone. Never seem to give a damn about nobody. It jus’ seems kinda
funny a cuckoo like him and a smart little guy like you travelin’ together.’

‘He ain’t no cuckoo, said George. ‘He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’'t crazy. An’ | ain’t so bright
neither, or | wouldn’t be buckin’ barley for my fifty and found. If | was bright, if | was even a little bit
smart, I'd have my own little place, an’ I'd be bringin’ in my own crops, 'stead of doin’ all the work
and not getting what comes up outta the ground.” George fell silent. He wanted to talk. Slim neither
encouraged nor discouraged him. He just sat back quiet and receptive.
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(1 ]3] Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s many people were trapped
and powerless. Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you
think show this.

[20]

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%).

0 marks
1-4 marks

5-9 marks

10-14 marks

15-20 marks

Nothing worthy of credit.
Very brief answers with limited detail and little focus on relevant material.

Answers will be general and narrative, with some simple grasp of relevant
characters such as Crooks, Curley’s wife, Candy, George and Lennie.

Emerging discussion with some knowledge of key ways in which the
characters on the ranch were trapped and powerless. Some reference
may be made to relevant scenes which show characters in situations
where they are trapped and powerless such as Lennie’s fight with Curley,
the shooting of Candy’s dog, the scene in Crooks’ harness room and the
scene after Curley’s wife’s death. There will be some awareness of social,
cultural and historical context, such as the inherent poverty, the threat of
violence, the status of migrant workers at the time, the status of women,
and the racial discrimination of the era.

Answers will show a secure knowledge and understanding of the text, with
some discussion of specific events which show the ways the chosen
characters are trapped and powerless. Some connections will be made
between the individuals and the attitudes and conditions of the time, such
as the threat of violence, the status of migrant workers or the effects of
sexism or racial discrimination and the inherent poverty and fear of an
uncertain future.

Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.
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SECTION A

Of Mice and Men

AnswerlIIIl andeitherl 1 | 2 |or| 1 | 3 |

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on |III| , and about 40 minutes on EIZl

or[1]3].

Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s many people were trapped and
powerless. Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you think show
this. [20]
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Lennie lumbered to his feet and disappeared in the brush. George lay where he was and whistled
softly to himself. There were sounds of splashings down the river in the direction Lennie had taken.
George stopped whistling and listened.

‘Poor bastard,” he said softly, and then went on whistling again.

In a moment Lennie came crashing back through the brush. He carried one small willow stick in
his hand. George sat up. ‘Awright,” he said brusquely. ‘Gi'me that mouse!’

But Lennie made an elaborate pantomime of innocence. ‘What mouse, George? | ain’t got no
mouse.’

George held out his hand. ‘Come on. Give it to me. You ain’t puttin’ nothing over’

Lennie hesitated, backed away, looked wildly at the brush line as though he contemplated running
for his freedom. George said coldly, ‘You gonna give me that mouse or do | have to sock you?’

‘Give you what, George?’

‘You know God damn well what. | want that mouse.’

Lennie reluctantly reached into his pocket. His voice broke a little. ‘I don’t know why | can’'t keep
it. It ain't nobody’s mouse. | didn’t steal it. | found it lyin’ right beside the road.’

George’s hand remained outstretched imperiously. Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring
a ball to its master, Lennie approached, drew back, approached again. George snapped his fingers
sharply, and at the sound Lennie laid the mouse in his hand.

‘I wasn’t doin’ nothing bad with it, George. Jus’ strokin’ it.’

George stood up and threw the mouse as far as he could into the darkening brush, and then he
stepped to the pool and washed his hands. ‘You crazy fool. Don'’t you think | could see your feet was
wet where you went acrost the river to get it?’ He heard Lennie’s whimpering cry and wheeled about.
‘Blubberin’ like a baby! Jesus Christ! A big guy like you.” Lennie’s lip quivered and tears started in his
eyes. ‘Aw, Lennie!” George put his hand on Lennie’s shoulder. ‘| ain’'t takin’ it away jus’ for meanness.
That mouse ain’t fresh, Lennie; and besides, you've broke it pettin’ it. You get another mouse that’s
fresh and I'll let you keep it a little while.’

Lennie sat down on the ground and hung his head dejectedly. ‘| don’t know where there is no
other mouse. | remember a lady used to give 'em to me — ever’ one she got. But that lady ain’t here.’

George scoffed. ‘Lady, huh? Don’'t even remember who that lady was. That was your own Aunt
Clara. An’ she stopped givin’ 'em to ya. You always killed 'em.

Lennie looked sadly up at him. “They was so little, he said, apologetically. ‘I'd pet 'em, and pretty
soon they bit my fingers and | pinched their heads a little and then they was dead — because they
was so little.
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SECTION B

| 6]1| Both poets describe being bullied or made to feel alone.

Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar
and how they are different.

You may wish to include some or all of these points:

e the content of the poems — what they are about

e the ideas the poet may have wanted us to think about

e the mood or atmosphere of the poems

¢ how they are written — words and phrases you find interesting, the way they
are organised, and so on

e your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they
are different. [20]

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (25%), AO2 (25%) and AO3
(50%)

0 marks Nothing worthy of credit.

Very brief with limited comment on the poems, perhaps
1-4 marks identifying the simple content as poems about bullied
children.

Probably brief, general responses on the poems with simple
points of comparison made, such as the cruel things spoken
5-9 marks in the first and the isolation of the child in the second. There
should be some comment on basic content, such as what is
being described in each poem.

There may be emerging discussion about the poems’ content
and awareness of mood, atmosphere and straightforward
ideas, such as the overt bullying in the first poem and the
10-14 marks | more subtle exclusion shown in the second. There will be
some similarities and differences addressed, particularly
about the general impression of the different ways children
are made to feel excluded in both poems.

There is likely to be more focused discussion of the detail in
the poems with some clear points of comparison. The use of
language to show how hurtful the insults are in the first may
be considered, with some selection and highlighting of
specific details. In the second poem, there may be some
15-20 marks | understanding of way the poet empathises with his son and
the sympathy created by the child’s disappointment. For 18-
20, candidates may show some appreciation of how ideas are
conveyed through the poets’ choice of language and imagery.
Points of comparison will begin to focus on the poets’ use of
language as well as content.

Please note that the Higher Tier poems are different. If a candidate has answered
on different poems please use the 'wrong question' tool on e-marker. Refer to the
e-marker training material for more information.
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Sticky Note

Basic idea of 'message', some grasp of content.�
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Sticky Note

Some misreading of the second poem though the last comment shows some grasp.  Better on the content of the first poem but very little creditable comparison.

8 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Some understanding of the content of both poems.�



Sticky Note

Straightforward explanation, some support for ideas given.�
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Sticky Note

Clear understanding of what happens in each poem, a little selection and some comparison.  AO2 less evident.

12 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Selects details, sensible comments on meaning, some focus on language and imagery.�



Sticky Note

Some grasp of subtext and some understanding of language.  Beginning to interpret.�
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Sticky Note

Understands both poems, beginning to probe meaning and ideas.  Some comment on language and imagery and a sensible comparison of the poets' ideas and how they are presented. 15 marks.
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SECTION B
Spend about one hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your
answer.
Both poets write about being bullied or being made to feel alone.

Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and
how they are different.

You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make

comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole.

You may wish to include some or all of these points:
¢ the content of the poems — what they are about
* the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about
¢ the mood or atmosphere of the poems
* how they are written — words and phrases you find interesting, the way they

are organised, and so on

* your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are

different

Bruises Heal

Names, cold shoulders,
Silence in the canteen;
Her words are scalpels.
Cutting self esteem.

“Stuck up little cow!

Thinks she’s really it!”
Laughter slices, she prescribes
A sharp, unfunny wit.

Ridiculed for standing out,

My marks are much too high

And so she drip-feeds saline hate,
injecting with a lie.

She’s bright, she’ll find

The weakest spot to pierce and prod and poke
She uses stealth, and poisoned words

And wears them like a cloak.

It seems | am her favourite game
And I’'m the one who loses,

if she’d done this with her fists,
At least there would be bruises.

by Andrew Fusek Peters and Polly Peters

[20]

My Son Waits by the Door

We live on a council estate, my son and I.
Nine years old, but he looks much younger.
He has not yet learnt to read the minds

and motives of our neighbours. It's a month
now since they stopped playing with him:
Heather, Helen, Edmond and Simon.

When | bring him home from school he
doesn’t take off his jacket, but waits.
When a breeze whistles past the house

he opens the blue door with a smile
to see whether anybody stands outside
asking him to play on the reckless street

with its smut; but no-one is there.
A long emptiness howls like a hyena —
his path is now slippery with its saliva.

Weathered by what happened

he stares past the neighbourhood
and makes his way back into the house.

by Mir Mahfuz Ali

END OF PAPER
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Of Mice an

UNIT ONE FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME

d Men

SECTION A

What do you think of the way George and Slim speak and behave here? Give
reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and
phrases from the extract. [10]

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%).

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

0 marks Nothing worthy of credit.
Very brief, with only cursory reference to what happens in the
1 mark
extract.
Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported
2-4 marks | comments about the events in the extract. A little focus on
George and Slim with some opinion given.
More focus and selection of relevant detail to reflect George’s
5-7 marks e .
and Slim’s growing respect for each other.
Clear and detailed discussion of the scene, with apt reference
to key areas such as George’s initial suspicion of Slim and
8-10 marks | Slim’s quiet, accepting attitude to George. The growing trust

between the men will be addressed in more detail for the
highest marks.
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Sticky Note

Simple comment on what happens.�



Sticky Note

Some reference to the extract.�



Sticky Note

Limited focus on the extract but one or two relevant comments. 4 marks.
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Sticky Note

Some less focused comment in the first half, more about George and Lennie than Slim and George.  More clear understanding in the second half.  Some reference to the text to support ideas though comments a little general.

6 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Not quite but trying to describe the relationship.�



Sticky Note

Focused comment.�
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Sticky Note

Valid idea.�



Sticky Note

Fair point.�



Sticky Note

Sensible idea, some support.�



Sticky Note

Some selection and valid comment.  Shows understanding of some aspects of characterisation.
8 marks.










SECTION A

Of Mice and Men

AnswerlIIIl andeitherl 1 | 2 |or| 1 | 3 |

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on |III| and about 40 minutes on EIZl
or[1]3].

EIIl Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What do you think of the way George and Slim speak and behave here? Give reasons
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from
the extract. [10]
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Slim and George came into the darkening bunk house together. Slim reached up over the card
table and turned on the tin-shaded electric light. Instantly the table was brilliant with light, and the
cone of the shade threw its brightness straight downward, leaving the corners of the bunk house
still in dusk. Slim sat down on a box and George took his place opposite.

‘It wasn’t nothing,” said Slim. ‘I would of had to drowned most of 'em anyways. No need to thank
me about that.’

George said, ‘It wasn’t much to you, maybe, but it was a hell of a lot to him. Jesus Christ, | don’t
know how we’re gonna get him to sleep in here. He'll want to sleep right out in the barn with ‘em.
We’'ll have trouble keepin’ him from getting right in the box with them pups.’

‘It wasn’'t nothing,” Slim repeated. ‘Say, you sure was right about him. Maybe he ain’t bright, but
| never seen such a worker. He damn near killed his partner buckin’ barley. There ain’t nobody can
keep up with him. God awmighty | never seen such a strong guy.’

George spoke proudly. ‘Jus’ tell Lennie what to do an’ he’'ll do it if it don’t take no figuring. He
can'’t think of nothing to do himself, but he sure can take orders.’

There was a clang of horseshoe on iron stake outside and a little cheer of voices.

Slim moved back slightly so the light was not on his face. ‘Funny how you an’ him string along
together.’ It was Slim’s calm invitation to confidence.

‘What’s funny about it?” George demanded defensively.

‘Oh, | dunno. Hardly none of the guys ever travel together. | hardly never seen two guys travel
together. You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month,
and then they quit and go out alone. Never seem to give a damn about nobody. It jus’ seems kinda
funny a cuckoo like him and a smart little guy like you travelin’ together.’

‘He ain’t no cuckoo, said George. ‘He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’'t crazy. An’ | ain’t so bright
neither, or | wouldn’t be buckin’ barley for my fifty and found. If | was bright, if | was even a little bit
smart, I'd have my own little place, an’ I'd be bringin’ in my own crops, 'stead of doin’ all the work
and not getting what comes up outta the ground.” George fell silent. He wanted to talk. Slim neither
encouraged nor discouraged him. He just sat back quiet and receptive.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (3720U10-1) Turn over.
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Sticky Note

Simple comment on what happens.�



Sticky Note

Some reference to the extract.�



Sticky Note

Limited focus on the extract but one or two relevant comments. 4 marks.
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Of Mice an

UNIT ONE FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME

d Men

SECTION A

What do you think of the way George and Slim speak and behave here? Give
reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and
phrases from the extract. [10]

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (50%) and AO2 (50%).

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

0 marks Nothing worthy of credit.
Very brief, with only cursory reference to what happens in the
1 mark
extract.
Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported
2-4 marks | comments about the events in the extract. A little focus on
George and Slim with some opinion given.
More focus and selection of relevant detail to reflect George’s
5-7 marks e .
and Slim’s growing respect for each other.
Clear and detailed discussion of the scene, with apt reference
to key areas such as George’s initial suspicion of Slim and
8-10 marks | Slim’s quiet, accepting attitude to George. The growing trust

between the men will be addressed in more detail for the
highest marks.
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Of Mice and Men

AnswerlIIIl andeitherl 1 | 2 |or| 1 | 3 |

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on |III| and about 40 minutes on EIZl
or[1]3].

EIIl Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What do you think of the way George and Slim speak and behave here? Give reasons
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from
the extract. [10]
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Slim and George came into the darkening bunk house together. Slim reached up over the card
table and turned on the tin-shaded electric light. Instantly the table was brilliant with light, and the
cone of the shade threw its brightness straight downward, leaving the corners of the bunk house
still in dusk. Slim sat down on a box and George took his place opposite.

‘It wasn’t nothing,” said Slim. ‘I would of had to drowned most of 'em anyways. No need to thank
me about that.’

George said, ‘It wasn’t much to you, maybe, but it was a hell of a lot to him. Jesus Christ, | don’t
know how we’re gonna get him to sleep in here. He'll want to sleep right out in the barn with ‘em.
We’'ll have trouble keepin’ him from getting right in the box with them pups.’
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keep up with him. God awmighty | never seen such a strong guy.’

George spoke proudly. ‘Jus’ tell Lennie what to do an’ he’'ll do it if it don’t take no figuring. He
can'’t think of nothing to do himself, but he sure can take orders.’

There was a clang of horseshoe on iron stake outside and a little cheer of voices.

Slim moved back slightly so the light was not on his face. ‘Funny how you an’ him string along
together.’ It was Slim’s calm invitation to confidence.

‘What’s funny about it?” George demanded defensively.

‘Oh, | dunno. Hardly none of the guys ever travel together. | hardly never seen two guys travel
together. You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month,
and then they quit and go out alone. Never seem to give a damn about nobody. It jus’ seems kinda
funny a cuckoo like him and a smart little guy like you travelin’ together.’

‘He ain’t no cuckoo, said George. ‘He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’'t crazy. An’ | ain’t so bright
neither, or | wouldn’t be buckin’ barley for my fifty and found. If | was bright, if | was even a little bit
smart, I'd have my own little place, an’ I'd be bringin’ in my own crops, 'stead of doin’ all the work
and not getting what comes up outta the ground.” George fell silent. He wanted to talk. Slim neither
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Sticky Note

Some knowledge of character's background.�



Sticky Note

Simple awareness of context.�
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Sticky Note

Straightforward understanding of character and context.  Some reference to events and relationships.  12 marks.�
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Crooks suffers from the worst aspects of American society in the 1930s. Do you
agree?

[20]

You may wish to think about:

his family background

his life on the ranch

his relationships with others on the ranch

some of the events in the novel which involve Crooks

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%).

0 marks

Nothing worthy of credit.

1-4 marks

Very brief, often simple narrative, with limited detail.

5-9 marks

Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of characters and
events. Very simple awareness of Crooks as a black man on
the ranch.

10-14 marks

Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of key features of
Crooks, such as his isolation as a black man. There may be a
little discussion of events involving Crooks and some
awareness of how wider social norms affect him.

15-20 marks

Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward
discussion of Crooks, his relationships with others and the
ways in which he is affected by segregation and discrimination
because of social attitudes at the time. There may be some
understanding of some ways in which Crooks reflects his
society. For example, some reference to Crooks’ status as the
only black man on the ranch, his background and some of the
ways in which segregation and prejudice affect him. For the
highest mark, detailed reference to events to support ideas will
be made.

Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.
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SECTION A

Of Mice and Men

AnswerlIIIl andeitherl 1 | 2 |or| 1 | 3 |

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on |III| and about 40 minutes on EIZl

or[1]3].

Either,

Crooks suffers from the worst aspects of American society in the 1930s. Do you
agree?

You may wish to think about:
* his family background
* his life on the ranch

* his relationships with others on the ranch
* some of the events in the novel which involve Crooks [20]
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Slim and George came into the darkening bunk house together. Slim reached up over the card
table and turned on the tin-shaded electric light. Instantly the table was brilliant with light, and the
cone of the shade threw its brightness straight downward, leaving the corners of the bunk house
still in dusk. Slim sat down on a box and George took his place opposite.

‘It wasn’t nothing,” said Slim. ‘I would of had to drowned most of 'em anyways. No need to thank
me about that.’

George said, ‘It wasn’t much to you, maybe, but it was a hell of a lot to him. Jesus Christ, | don’t
know how we’re gonna get him to sleep in here. He'll want to sleep right out in the barn with ‘em.
We’'ll have trouble keepin’ him from getting right in the box with them pups.’

‘It wasn’'t nothing,” Slim repeated. ‘Say, you sure was right about him. Maybe he ain’t bright, but
| never seen such a worker. He damn near killed his partner buckin’ barley. There ain’t nobody can
keep up with him. God awmighty | never seen such a strong guy.’

George spoke proudly. ‘Jus’ tell Lennie what to do an’ he’'ll do it if it don’t take no figuring. He
can'’t think of nothing to do himself, but he sure can take orders.’

There was a clang of horseshoe on iron stake outside and a little cheer of voices.

Slim moved back slightly so the light was not on his face. ‘Funny how you an’ him string along
together.’ It was Slim’s calm invitation to confidence.

‘What’s funny about it?” George demanded defensively.

‘Oh, | dunno. Hardly none of the guys ever travel together. | hardly never seen two guys travel
together. You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month,
and then they quit and go out alone. Never seem to give a damn about nobody. It jus’ seems kinda
funny a cuckoo like him and a smart little guy like you travelin’ together.’

‘He ain’t no cuckoo, said George. ‘He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’'t crazy. An’ | ain’t so bright
neither, or | wouldn’t be buckin’ barley for my fifty and found. If | was bright, if | was even a little bit
smart, I'd have my own little place, an’ I'd be bringin’ in my own crops, 'stead of doin’ all the work
and not getting what comes up outta the ground.” George fell silent. He wanted to talk. Slim neither
encouraged nor discouraged him. He just sat back quiet and receptive.
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Sticky Note

Some use of detail to support ideas.�
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Sticky Note

Misunderstanding of context but the comment has some validity.�
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Sticky Note

Some selection and comment on the injustice shown to one character. Could have been closely focused on the question but a clear understanding of how the character's life is limited by contextual factors.

15 marks.�
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(1 ]3] Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s many people were trapped
and powerless. Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you
think show this.

[20]

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (33%) and AO4 (67%).

0 marks
1-4 marks

5-9 marks

10-14 marks

15-20 marks

Nothing worthy of credit.
Very brief answers with limited detail and little focus on relevant material.

Answers will be general and narrative, with some simple grasp of relevant
characters such as Crooks, Curley’s wife, Candy, George and Lennie.

Emerging discussion with some knowledge of key ways in which the
characters on the ranch were trapped and powerless. Some reference
may be made to relevant scenes which show characters in situations
where they are trapped and powerless such as Lennie’s fight with Curley,
the shooting of Candy’s dog, the scene in Crooks’ harness room and the
scene after Curley’s wife’s death. There will be some awareness of social,
cultural and historical context, such as the inherent poverty, the threat of
violence, the status of migrant workers at the time, the status of women,
and the racial discrimination of the era.

Answers will show a secure knowledge and understanding of the text, with
some discussion of specific events which show the ways the chosen
characters are trapped and powerless. Some connections will be made
between the individuals and the attitudes and conditions of the time, such
as the threat of violence, the status of migrant workers or the effects of
sexism or racial discrimination and the inherent poverty and fear of an
uncertain future.

Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.
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SECTION A

Of Mice and Men

AnswerlIIIl andeitherl 1 | 2 |or| 1 | 3 |

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on |III| , and about 40 minutes on EIZl

or[1]3].

Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s many people were trapped and
powerless. Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you think show
this. [20]
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Lennie lumbered to his feet and disappeared in the brush. George lay where he was and whistled
softly to himself. There were sounds of splashings down the river in the direction Lennie had taken.
George stopped whistling and listened.

‘Poor bastard,” he said softly, and then went on whistling again.

In a moment Lennie came crashing back through the brush. He carried one small willow stick in
his hand. George sat up. ‘Awright,” he said brusquely. ‘Gi'me that mouse!’

But Lennie made an elaborate pantomime of innocence. ‘What mouse, George? | ain’t got no
mouse.’

George held out his hand. ‘Come on. Give it to me. You ain’t puttin’ nothing over’

Lennie hesitated, backed away, looked wildly at the brush line as though he contemplated running
for his freedom. George said coldly, ‘You gonna give me that mouse or do | have to sock you?’

‘Give you what, George?’

‘You know God damn well what. | want that mouse.’

Lennie reluctantly reached into his pocket. His voice broke a little. ‘I don’t know why | can’'t keep
it. It ain't nobody’s mouse. | didn’t steal it. | found it lyin’ right beside the road.’

George’s hand remained outstretched imperiously. Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring
a ball to its master, Lennie approached, drew back, approached again. George snapped his fingers
sharply, and at the sound Lennie laid the mouse in his hand.

‘I wasn’t doin’ nothing bad with it, George. Jus’ strokin’ it.’

George stood up and threw the mouse as far as he could into the darkening brush, and then he
stepped to the pool and washed his hands. ‘You crazy fool. Don'’t you think | could see your feet was
wet where you went acrost the river to get it?’ He heard Lennie’s whimpering cry and wheeled about.
‘Blubberin’ like a baby! Jesus Christ! A big guy like you.” Lennie’s lip quivered and tears started in his
eyes. ‘Aw, Lennie!” George put his hand on Lennie’s shoulder. ‘| ain’'t takin’ it away jus’ for meanness.
That mouse ain’t fresh, Lennie; and besides, you've broke it pettin’ it. You get another mouse that’s
fresh and I'll let you keep it a little while.’

Lennie sat down on the ground and hung his head dejectedly. ‘| don’t know where there is no
other mouse. | remember a lady used to give 'em to me — ever’ one she got. But that lady ain’t here.’

George scoffed. ‘Lady, huh? Don’'t even remember who that lady was. That was your own Aunt
Clara. An’ she stopped givin’ 'em to ya. You always killed 'em.

Lennie looked sadly up at him. “They was so little, he said, apologetically. ‘I'd pet 'em, and pretty
soon they bit my fingers and | pinched their heads a little and then they was dead — because they
was so little.
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Sticky Note

Basic idea of 'message', some grasp of content.�
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Sticky Note

Some misreading of the second poem though the last comment shows some grasp.  Better on the content of the first poem but very little creditable comparison.

8 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Some understanding of the content of both poems.�



Sticky Note

Straightforward explanation, some support for ideas given.�
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Sticky Note

Clear understanding of what happens in each poem, a little selection and some comparison.  AO2 less evident.
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Sticky Note

Selects details, sensible comments on meaning, some focus on language and imagery.�



Sticky Note

Some grasp of subtext and some understanding of language.  Beginning to interpret.�
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Sticky Note

Understands both poems, beginning to probe meaning and ideas.  Some comment on language and imagery and a sensible comparison of the poets' ideas and how they are presented. 15 marks.
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SECTION B

| 6]1| Both poets describe being bullied or made to feel alone.

Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar
and how they are different.

You may wish to include some or all of these points:

e the content of the poems — what they are about

e the ideas the poet may have wanted us to think about

e the mood or atmosphere of the poems

¢ how they are written — words and phrases you find interesting, the way they
are organised, and so on

e your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they
are different. [20]

This question covers assessment objectives AO1 (25%), AO2 (25%) and AO3
(50%)

0 marks Nothing worthy of credit.

Very brief with limited comment on the poems, perhaps
1-4 marks identifying the simple content as poems about bullied
children.

Probably brief, general responses on the poems with simple
points of comparison made, such as the cruel things spoken
5-9 marks in the first and the isolation of the child in the second. There
should be some comment on basic content, such as what is
being described in each poem.

There may be emerging discussion about the poems’ content
and awareness of mood, atmosphere and straightforward
ideas, such as the overt bullying in the first poem and the
10-14 marks | more subtle exclusion shown in the second. There will be
some similarities and differences addressed, particularly
about the general impression of the different ways children
are made to feel excluded in both poems.

There is likely to be more focused discussion of the detail in
the poems with some clear points of comparison. The use of
language to show how hurtful the insults are in the first may
be considered, with some selection and highlighting of
specific details. In the second poem, there may be some
15-20 marks | understanding of way the poet empathises with his son and
the sympathy created by the child’s disappointment. For 18-
20, candidates may show some appreciation of how ideas are
conveyed through the poets’ choice of language and imagery.
Points of comparison will begin to focus on the poets’ use of
language as well as content.

Please note that the Higher Tier poems are different. If a candidate has answered
on different poems please use the 'wrong question' tool on e-marker. Refer to the
e-marker training material for more information.
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SECTION B
Spend about one hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your
answer.
Both poets write about being bullied or being made to feel alone.

Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and
how they are different.

You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make

comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole.

You may wish to include some or all of these points:
¢ the content of the poems — what they are about
* the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about
¢ the mood or atmosphere of the poems
* how they are written — words and phrases you find interesting, the way they

are organised, and so on

* your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are

different

Bruises Heal

Names, cold shoulders,
Silence in the canteen;
Her words are scalpels.
Cutting self esteem.

“Stuck up little cow!

Thinks she’s really it!”
Laughter slices, she prescribes
A sharp, unfunny wit.

Ridiculed for standing out,

My marks are much too high

And so she drip-feeds saline hate,
injecting with a lie.

She’s bright, she’ll find

The weakest spot to pierce and prod and poke
She uses stealth, and poisoned words

And wears them like a cloak.

It seems | am her favourite game
And I’'m the one who loses,

if she’d done this with her fists,
At least there would be bruises.

by Andrew Fusek Peters and Polly Peters

[20]

My Son Waits by the Door

We live on a council estate, my son and I.
Nine years old, but he looks much younger.
He has not yet learnt to read the minds

and motives of our neighbours. It's a month
now since they stopped playing with him:
Heather, Helen, Edmond and Simon.

When | bring him home from school he
doesn’t take off his jacket, but waits.
When a breeze whistles past the house

he opens the blue door with a smile
to see whether anybody stands outside
asking him to play on the reckless street

with its smut; but no-one is there.
A long emptiness howls like a hyena —
his path is now slippery with its saliva.

Weathered by what happened

he stares past the neighbourhood
and makes his way back into the house.

by Mir Mahfuz Ali

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note

Muddled understanding.  Some simple awareness of context and the relationship between George and Lennie.

7 marks.�
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Sticky Note

Not quite but trying to describe the relationship.�



Sticky Note

Focused comment.�





Wite the two digit question number inside

the boxes next to the first ling of your answer Ey : :
- Ysgrifennweh rif dau ddigid y cwestiwnyny - - . ﬁnswe_r
- blychau gyferbyn & llinell gyniafeichrateb - . . Ateb

o q

o
.
o
e

ﬁNV‘QV\L"@A’W{ s thad “He cont think of mnotn ny

i Jelf” o _ﬂ?km;__':?‘ht_},;i}_{ﬁuﬁi_."ﬁ%ﬁd’ S Cloge

lenaagh 4o Georae for huy 4o FeU hurmm abOutd Hows

mmmug Jiow” lennie U,
Sim 15 Jrown to be duprised or Jjeatowd of
Gﬁ@_.fgf:am{ lennief rétoniiup Within ine guote

R};mmj 408 Q,e};czut an' him J. ffxmgafamg ifcyef'm(.i?_

4 e wae of f mever Seem 1o give adamn aroe

] ﬁf)bﬂ(éﬂ{ Y Ighel. tingte vy rant  Worl@ev abnr

| Wcthy drowel Hogetnee, “Jo Sl i Suprised tuoth

e}

B

Adenni & andd @eéfg{ A Jo. clele ﬁ.g{?,-{ﬂe i -

' L\JWA ) 6?“’»@%“!3‘ Joudd “h armnt ne UKo Shicwdy
Jthat W Holenjure over lemneg - H atls Shods

how  Gerge will ey Jake card for ruv or
fook out For hama-

P rejpected  hraughoud 102 @Anch. This «s

oecause w85 carefud votth windk e fauys and
o refpects noie A roung! luina. S raier e‘m.coumc{)(,@_ecf%
gy o dd ccwqc{ges/ mm” proves i, ‘

The Qrugite “ He b Jodt baek  feceptice 7

ASworbh tnad Siem” B hiteung  Nen fult ablentiCn

e g __Ge@r?f J Jay ng - I houws ke oo
‘\_n""‘ o W) %fl/l@,r . l B

L. B0

I

Le
bla
Gadé
yns



Sticky Note

Valid idea.�



Sticky Note

Fair point.�



Sticky Note

Sensible idea, some support.�



Sticky Note

Some selection and valid comment.  Shows understanding of some aspects of characterisation.
8 marks.
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Sticky Note

Overview of the extract



Sticky Note

Understanding of Slim and his intentions. Selects and comments 
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the boxes next to the first line of your answer Laars
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Sticky Note

Selects relevant detail and discusses both George and Slim.  Understands their relationship. 
Mark awarded: 7
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