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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 996 11.3 3.6 20 56.3 73.4
2 359 11.4 3.6 20 57.1 26.5
3 180 11.8 4.3 22 53.8 13.3
4 129 10.7 4.5 22 48.6 9.5
5 206 11.5 4.1 22 52.5 15.2
6 8 9 3.4 22 40.9 0.6
7 6 10.7 6.3 22 48.5 0.4
8 13 11.6 4.8 22 52.8 1
9 245 13.1 3.5 22 59.4 18.1

10 212 12.2 4.2 22 55.5 15.6
11 195 12.2 4.1 22 55.3 14.4
12 163 12.9 4.4 22 58.4 12
13 162 11.6 4.7 22 52.7 11.9
14 109 12.3 4.2 22 55.9 8
15 175 11.9 4.5 22 54.1 12.9
16 217 11.9 4.1 22 54.2 16
17 194 12.1 4.1 22 54.8 14.3
18 163 10.6 4.1 22 48.2 12
19 194 11 4.4 22 50.2 14.3
20 120 12.2 4 22 55.5 8.8
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GCE Geography - Unit 4

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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11. ‘China is an important global power.’ To what extent do you agree? [22]
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Generic Mark Bands [22 marks] 
 


 AO1 [9 marks] AO2 [11 marks] AO3 [2 marks] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse 
or interpret or evaluate 
geographical issues and 
information. 


Use a variety of relevant 
'geographical skills'* to 
construct arguments and 
communicate findings. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Wide-ranging and thorough 
knowledge and confident 
understanding of relevant concepts 
and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a high degree of 
accuracy. 


8-11 marks 
Accurate application either 
to interpret or analyse or 
evaluate. 
 
Synthesis of the 
connections between 
different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts. 


2 marks 
A well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
response. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Secure, straightforward knowledge 
and reasonable understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Appropriate, basically accurate 
annotated sketch maps / diagrams 
are included. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy. 


5-7 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or 
evaluate with limited 
range, depth and 
development 
Incomplete synthesis 
between different 
elements of the response 
to the question. 


1 mark 
The communication in the 
response is limited or 
incomplete. 


1 


1-3 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors and 
minimal understanding. 
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting sketch 
maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with limited accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to 
analyse or interpret or 
evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points 
are made. 


 
0 marks 


Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 
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12.  Social factors are the most significant influence on the development of selected 
SSA countries. Discuss. [22 marks] 


 
AO1 [9] AO2 [11] AO3 [2] 


Focus: 4.3.11 
 


Indicative content 
 


The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all 
points for full marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• Influence of social factors including education, health and welfare, social and cultural 
constraints including the role of women and ethnic divisions. E.g. Lack of equality in 
Uganda.  Literacy rate = 71.5% (female) 85.3% (male) Women on average are less-
educated and participate less in paid employment. School life expectancy: Female = 
10 years … UK comparison = 18 years. Barely 37% of girls sit A-levels in Uganda. 
Birth Rate = 42.9 births/1,000 population (4th). Gender inequities also make fertility 
reduction difficult. Mother’s mean age at first birth = 18.9 years. Contraceptive 
prevalence rate = 34.3% … UK comparison = 84%. Women have little say in 
decisions over childbearing and their own reproductive health. An estimated 7.1 
million people were living with HIV/AIDS in South Africa in 2016, more than in any 
other country. (causality / inequality / interdependence / place) 


• The constraining effects of climate variability, droughts and / or floods on 
development. E.g. Some 80% of Malawi’s population grow their own food and rely on 
the rains to irrigate their soils but the food supply situation is precarious because of 
the climate. Mean maximum temperatures increased by 2% between 1970 and 2002 
in the lower Shire. Before 2001 only nine districts in Malawi were classified as flood-
prone. In 2001, 16 were affected, and a further 14 in 2002. By the end of January 
2003, there was localised flooding in 22 districts, causing eight deaths and damaging 
homes and crops. (place / risk / vulnerability) 


• 'The resource curse' - The Democratic Republic of the Congo is a good example. It is 
the world’s second largest producer of coltan. Coltan fetches around 20 Euros a kilo 
on the global market. The recent history of the country is one of civil war and 
corruption. The vast mineral resources of the country have been at the centre of what 
some people have called “Africa’s world war”. The war has caused deaths, either as 
a direct result of the fighting or due to the spread of disease and malnutrition. The 
Democratic Republic of Congo is slowly recovering from the loss of some five million 
lives between 1994 and 2003. (place / risk / vulnerability) 


• Influence of political factors including governance, colonialism and neo-colonialism, 
global organisations and corruption. E.g. Between 1885 and 1914 European 
countries colonised all of Africa, apart from Ethiopia and Liberia. Britain, France and 
Portugal were the main colonial powers in Africa, but Belgium, Germany, Italy, and 
Spain also had colonies. E.g. The Angolan War of Independence (1961–1974) began 
as an uprising against forced cotton cultivation, and it became a multi-faction struggle 
for the control of Portugal's overseas province of Angola among three nationalist 
movements and a separatist movement. Following this conflict, Angola was locked in 
a civil war between 1975 until 2002. 98% of bridges (more than 300), 80% of 
factories and schools, 60% of hospitals and most of the roads were destroyed in the 
civil war. (interdependence / globalisation) 


• Influence of tourism and fair trade: E.g. The ecotourism strategies adopted in 
Rwanda are attracting more people every year. In 1975 there were 923 visitors to the 
most popular Volcanoes National Park; by 2010 there were 18,855.  (globalisation / 
sustainability / scale / temporal scale) 
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AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to examine whether social 
factors are the most significant influence on the development of selected SSA 
countries. Synthesis will be demonstrated by the drawing together of evidence to 
reach a rational conclusion. The evidence could include: 


 


• The interdependence of physical, economic, political, social and cultural factors 
(interdependence)  


• The relative importance of factors varies spatially and may vary according to the 
countries selected for examination. Physical factors may be more important for 
landlocked countries experiencing extreme climatic variability (causality / 
inequality / place / scale)   


• The relative importance of factors varies temporally. Political instability may 
disrupt economic growth. E.g. political instability in The Gambia (causality / place 
/ scale / temporal scale) 


• The relative importance of factors may vary according to scale. Economic factors 
may be more important at the national scale, but cultural at the regional scale 
because of ethnic divisions, as in northern Nigeria (place / scale)  


 
 


AO3 
 


Skills evidenced could include:  
 


• The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments about 
whether social factors are the most significant influence on the development of 
selected SSA countries. 


• The skill of constructing relevant diagrams (qualitative skills) which are annotated 
to meet the requirements of the question  


• The skill of reaching conclusions about whether social factors are the most 
significant influence on the development of selected SSA countries. 


 
Credit other valid approaches. 


 
 
 
  












Sticky Note

A02 is present here with comments such as "I partly disagree" and "there are also other factors that affect development. However, key case studies and specialised concepts could have been introduced.



Sticky Note

There is a lack of A01 and A02 here.



Sticky Note

Some good points are raised here but opportunities to discuss SCs such as inequality are missed. 



Sticky Note

The SC of resilience is highlighted here. The candidate should have highlighted and discussed SCs on a more consistent basis for further credit to be awarded. 



Sticky Note

Some good A02 is presented here. Comments such as "The governance of a country is also critical" and "Corruption seriously hampers development ..." highlight the fact that analysis is taking place. 







Sticky Note

A good example is provided here (A01), which supplements and supports the point raised in an effective manner. 



Sticky Note

The SC of risk is referenced here. At this stage of the essay, the candidate has only referred to resilience and risk. Further A02 marks could have been secured if the candidate had discussed a wider range of SCs.



Sticky Note

A wide range of factors have been introduced here, which demonstrates that that the candidate has a good understanding of the theme. (A01)



Sticky Note

A02 is provided here. However, the candidate could include mini summaries throughout, which weigh up the relative importance of the factors raised thus far. 







AO1: 8 marks. Detailed knowledge and understanding - support from relevant examples.
AO2: 9 marks. Sustained arguments and use of specialised concepts
AO3: 2 marks
Total: 19/22



Sticky Note

A03 - a well structured account, which ends with a sound summary of the key points raised. A02 is present, as key SCs are highlighted, namely resilience and mitigation.



Sticky Note

Good A01 present here. Relevant examples are provided, with statistical support.



Sticky Note

Some good A02 is presented here, with comments such as "... climate has a major influence ...", "A stable climate is crucial for agriculture ..." In addition, the SC of risk is highlighted too. However, there are opportunities to include more support in this section.



Sticky Note

A wider range of SCs were needed for further credit.
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Development in Sub-Saharan Africa


12. ‘Social factors are the most significant influence on the development of selected Sub-Saharan
African countries.’ Discuss. [22]
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Generic Mark Bands [22 marks] 
 


 AO1 [9 marks] AO2 [11 marks] AO3 [2 marks] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse 
or interpret or evaluate 
geographical issues and 
information. 


Use a variety of relevant 
'geographical skills'* to 
construct arguments and 
communicate findings. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Wide-ranging and thorough 
knowledge and confident 
understanding of relevant concepts 
and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a high degree of 
accuracy. 


8-11 marks 
Accurate application either 
to interpret or analyse or 
evaluate. 
 
Synthesis of the 
connections between 
different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts. 


2 marks 
A well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
response. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Secure, straightforward knowledge 
and reasonable understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Appropriate, basically accurate 
annotated sketch maps / diagrams 
are included. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy. 


5-7 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or 
evaluate with limited 
range, depth and 
development 
Incomplete synthesis 
between different 
elements of the response 
to the question. 


1 mark 
The communication in the 
response is limited or 
incomplete. 


1 


1-3 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors and 
minimal understanding. 
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting sketch 
maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with limited accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to 
analyse or interpret or 
evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points 
are made. 


 
0 marks 


Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 
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17. Evaluate the sustainability of alternative energy sources. [22 marks] 
 


AO1 [9] AO2 [11] AO3 [2] 
 


Focus: 4.4.7 
 


Indicative content  
 


The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all 
points for full marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• Alternatives to conventional fossil fuel sources are many and varied. Critical / 
recyclable resources: e.g. Biomass and nuclear power. Non-critical / everlasting 
resources: e.g. HEP, Solar, tidal, wave and wind power. (sustainability) 


• Nuclear power: While nuclear power is relatively clean in terms of its greenhouse gas 
emissions (28kg of carbon dioxide per MWh), there are many issues surrounding its 
use. The Chernobyl disaster of April 1986 highlights the significant issues associated 
with nuclear power. The town of Pripyat on the Ukrainian – Belarus border was 
blighted by the disaster. It is one of only two nuclear energy accidents classified as a 
level 7 event on the International Nuclear Event Scale, the other being the 
Fukushima disaster of 2011. (place / scale / sustainability / temporal scale) 


• Solar power: Solar panel systems, also known as photovoltaics (PV), capture the 
sun's energy using photovoltaic cells. Solar power is a renewable energy source and 
doesn't release any harmful carbon dioxide or other pollutants. India and China are 
the leading developers of large-scale solar projects. China has 3 of the 5 largest solar 
power plants in the world. A typical home solar PV system could save between 1.5 to 
2 tonnes of carbon per year. However, the main problem with renewable energy 
forms such as HEP, wind and solar are that they heavily dependent on the weather. 
(place / scale / sustainability) 


• Ocean (wave / tidal) power: The world’s oldest tidal barrage is the Rance Tidal Power 
Station, France. It was once the world’s largest tidal power station, but it was 
surpassed by the completion of the Sihwa Lake Tidal Power Station in South Korea, 
which was completed in 2011. The Rance Tidal Power Station It is situated on the 
estuary of the Rance River in Brittany and started producing power in 1966. (place / 
scale / sustainability / temporal scale) 


• Wind power: The UK is home to the world’s largest offshore wind farm, London Array. 
The 175 turbines built by Siemens have a capacity of 3.6MW each. However, the 
technologies involved require huge financial outlays, ongoing maintenance and 
require careful planning and implementation. London Array’s turbines need to be able 
to generate power around the clock for 20 years in a hostile marine environment. If 
atmospheric conditions are not favourable, there can be problems. For example, In 
December 2011, a wind turbine in Ardrossan, North Ayrshire, Scotland, burst into 
flames as gusts of up to 160 mph battered Scotland. (place / risk / scale / 
sustainability / temporal scale) 


• Biomass: Wood-fuelled heating systems, also known as biomass systems, burn 
wood chips, logs or pellets to provide warmth in a single room or to power central 
heating and hot water boilers. A stove burns logs or pellets to heat a single room - 
and may be fitted with a back boiler to provide water heating as well. A wood-fuelled 
biomass boiler could save you up to £800 a year compared to electric heating. The 
carbon dioxide released when wood is burned is the same amount that was absorbed 
over the length of time that the plant was growing. The process is sustainable in the 
long term, if new plants continue to grow in place of those harvested for use as fuel. 
(place / risk / scale / sustainability / temporal scale) 
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• HEP: Iceland uses its climate and natural landscape to its advantage. Iceland’s 
precipitation combined with extensive highlands, provides an enormous energy 
potential for up to 220 TWh/yr. In 2014, 20% of primary energy use in Iceland was 
provided from hydropower. However, The Bakun Dam Project in Malaysia has 
produced short and long-term implications. The dam has drowned vast areas of 
tropical forest – in time, the submerged vegetation could produce huge amounts of 
methane, which is four times more potent as a greenhouse grass than carbon 
dioxide. (place / scale / sustainability) 


• Geothermal energy: The first plant used to produce electricity generated from 
geothermal power was built in Tuscany. It started providing power in 1904 and 
currently provides power for over 1 million Italian homes. Iceland relies heavily on this 
energy source too. Before this, Iceland was dependent upon peat and imported coal 
for its energy. Today, around 85% of primary energy use in Iceland comes from 
indigenous renewable energy resources. However, geothermal power is dependent 
on tectonically active environments. (place / scale / sustainability) 


 
 


AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to evaluate the sustainability of 
alternative energy sources. Synthesis will be demonstrated by the drawing together of 
evidence to reach a rational conclusion. The evidence could include: 


 


• An evaluation of the sustainability of alternative energy sources (place / sustainability 
/ scale) 


• An evaluation on the basis of the finances and human resources available at   
community/local, regional and national scales (inequality / interdependence / place / 
scale / sustainability / temporal scale) 


• A comparison of the effectiveness of alternative energy sources at a range of scales 
(place / scale / sustainability) 


• The level of economic development and technological expertise can determine which 
alternative energy sources can be utilised (causality / inequality / place / scale / 
sustainability) 


• An examination of how the sustainability of alternative energy sources has changed 
over time (place / sustainability / temporal scale)  


• Only certain locations are suitable for certain forms of alternative energy sources: 


• For example, relief factors will influence suitable locations for dam construction and 
hydropower. The Sierra Nevada mountain range is a good example. The deep and 
slender valleys provide an ideal site for dams, such as the Shasta Dam.  Solar 
energy can be harnessed anywhere that receives sunlight, so it is abundantly 
available, however, it can also be inconsistent. (inequality / place / scale / 
sustainability) 


• Different locations and weather conditions will influence the volume of energy that 
can be generated. Cloud coverage can reduce the amount of solar energy received 
by an average of 20%. Wind power relies on high and consistent wind speeds. The 
minimum speed at which a turbine will generate power is between 7 and 10 mph for 
most turbines. The UK has the best wind energy potential in Europe. This is because 
of its position – it benefits from the uninterrupted prevailing south-westerlies from the 
Atlantic Ocean. (inequality / place / scale / sustainability) 


• Geothermal power relies on tectonically active environments. (inequality / place / 
scale / sustainability) 
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AO3 
 


Skills evidenced could include:  
 


•  The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments, which 
evaluate the sustainability of alternative energy sources 


•  The skill of constructing relevant diagrams, which are annotated to meet the 
requirements of the question  


•  The skill of reaching conclusions about the sustainability of alternative energy 
sources 


 
Credit other valid approaches. 


 
 
  












Sticky Note

The answer would benefit from a more robust introduction, which outlines the case studies to be considered and the SCs that will be introduced and discussed.



Sticky Note

Opportunities for A01 are missed here, as no firm case studies are provided. The candidate just states in places "such as Wales". There is secure, straightforward K+U. Examples are partially evident but not developed effectively. 



Sticky Note

The A02 that is provided lacks sophistication. Comments such as "it is sustainable" and " ... so it is not sustainable" are indicative of low to mid Band 2 A02 traits.







Sticky Note

Once again, there is a lack of A01 here, which resulted in the candidate being awarded 4/9 for the A01 component. The essay is rather bland and generic, as it lacks case study support.



Sticky Note

The A02 provided here resorts to the "it is sustainable" versus "it is not sustainable" argument once again. SCs could have been introduced and discussed here. For instance, place, scale and risk. A01 is absent too.



Sticky Note

There are issues with SPAG here.







AO1: 4 marks. Secure and straightforward but lacks detailed knowledge and exemplar 
support. Bottom of Band 2
AO2: 6 marks. Attempt to evaluate each source with an attempt at a conclusion.
AO3: 2 marks. Appropriate structure.
Total: 12/22



Sticky Note

The essay has an appropriate structure but the lack of support and high quality analysis hold it back.
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17. Evaluate the sustainability of alternative energy sources. [22]
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Generic Mark Bands [22 marks] 
 


 AO1 [9 marks] AO2 [11 marks] AO3 [2 marks] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse 
or interpret or evaluate 
geographical issues and 
information. 


Use a variety of relevant 
'geographical skills'* to 
construct arguments and 
communicate findings. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Wide-ranging and thorough 
knowledge and confident 
understanding of relevant concepts 
and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a high degree of 
accuracy. 


8-11 marks 
Accurate application either 
to interpret or analyse or 
evaluate. 
 
Synthesis of the 
connections between 
different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts. 


2 marks 
A well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
response. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Secure, straightforward knowledge 
and reasonable understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Appropriate, basically accurate 
annotated sketch maps / diagrams 
are included. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy. 


5-7 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or 
evaluate with limited 
range, depth and 
development 
Incomplete synthesis 
between different 
elements of the response 
to the question. 


1 mark 
The communication in the 
response is limited or 
incomplete. 


1 


1-3 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors and 
minimal understanding. 
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting sketch 
maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with limited accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to 
analyse or interpret or 
evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points 
are made. 


 
0 marks 


Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


  







46 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


19. Evaluate strategies used to manage low-pressure hazards. [22 marks] 
 


AO1 [9] AO2 [11] AO3 [2] 
 


Focus: 4.5.5 
 


Indicative content 
 


The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all 
points for full marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• A description of strategies and how they manage hazards. The management may 
refer to how the strategy allows people to avoid the hazard, to absorb the impacts the 
impacts of the hazard or to alleviate the impacts of the hazard after it has occurred. 
(adaptation / mitigation / place / resilience / scale) 


• Strategies that respond to the event can be divided into short and long-term 
responses. Reference could be made to the hazard management cycle. (adaptation / 
mitigation / place / resilience / scale / temporal scale) 


• Strategies used to manage low pressure can be divided into:  
(a) Monitoring, predicting and warnings e.g. Hazard zone mapping / early warning 


systems / media broadcasts etc. Technological advances include: weather 
satellites, ocean buoys, radar and computer modelling to forecast, track and 
predict climatic hazards associated with low-pressure storms (adaptation / 
mitigation / place / resilience / scale) 


(b) Mitigating low pressure hazards and modifying the event, vulnerability and loss – 
e.g. education programmes / evacuation procedures / enhancing defences by 
raising embankments / insurance / rescue efforts / provision of aid etc. 
(adaptation / mitigation / place / resilience / scale) 


(c) those that respond to the event – e.g. reconstruction efforts / rehabilitation / 
building engineering e.g. hazard resistant design – building hurricane shelters / 
flood walls / control dams / planting mangrove trees to absorb future storm 
surges (adaptation / mitigation / place / resilience / scale) 


• A description of the primary and secondary hazards associated with low-pressure 
hazards (place / risk)  


• In tropical regions low-pressure systems hurricanes and cyclones are associated with 
torrential rain and high winds triggering secondary hazards of flooding, tidal waves 
and sea incursions, landslides, mudflows and wind-borne debris. (place / risk) 


• In temperate regions low-pressure systems are associated with severe storms, heavy 
rainfall/snowfalls and gale force winds triggering secondary hazards of flooding, sea 
insurgences, landslides and wind-borne debris (place / risk) 


• Demographic effects associated with low-pressure systems such as deaths and 
migration e.g. Hurricane Sandy (2012) - At least 286 people were killed either directly 
or indirectly by Hurricane Sandy. There were 147 direct deaths: 72 in the USA and 
the rest mainly in the Caribbean, including 54 in Haiti and 11 in Cuba. (risk / 
inequalities / place / scale) 


• Economic effects such as losses due to the cessation of production and costs of 
damage, such as the effects on economic activity and infrastructure. e.g. Hurricane 
Sandy - More than 18,000 flights were cancelled leading to disruptions in business, 
tourism and trade. More than 70 per cent of crops, including bananas and maize, 
were destroyed in the south of Haiti. (sustainability / risk / place / scale) 
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• Social effects may include observations on health, homelessness and infrastructure 
e.g. Hurricane Sandy - More than 8.5 million homes and businesses were left without 
power. In Washington DC and other cities, many supermarkets ran out of essentials 
such as bottled water and batteries. (risk / inequalities / place / scale / sustainability / 
interdependence) 


• Environmental effects: Hurricane Sandy - 346,000 houses were damaged or 
destroyed in New Jersey and 305,000 damaged or destroyed in New York. Makeshift 
shanty towns in Haiti were washed away. In areas such as New York and New 
Jersey, untreated sewage was washed into public drinking water, threatening human 
health. (risk / place / scale / sustainability) 


 
 


AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to evaluate the success of 
strategies used to manage low pressure hazards. Synthesis will be demonstrated by the 
drawing together of evidence to reach a rational conclusion. The evidence could include: 


 


• Measures may be evaluated based on the extent to which they reduce the impact of 
an event. (place / mitigation / scale) 


• Variation in the effectiveness of the strategies provided according to the nature of the 
primary and secondary hazards associated with low-pressure hazards. (place / risk)  


• Comparison with strategies in place elsewhere to meet a similar hazard event 
(mitigation / place / scale / sustainability) 


• The interdependence of strategies. Evacuation (short-term response) is a very 
effective method of management, but it depends on effective long-term monitoring 
and prediction. (interdependence) 


• Advances in strategy policies and implementation of them compared to those in place 
prior to the last hazard event (temporal scale) 


• The level of economic development can determine which types of strategies local 
communities affected can afford and have a bearing on their effectiveness. 
(mitigation / place / resilience / sustainability) 


• The finances and human resources available to the agencies involved in the 
formulation and implementation of measures at a local, regional, national or 
international level. (inequality / place / sustainability) 


• Evaluation on the basis of the finances and human resources available to the 
agencies involved in the formulation and implementation of strategies at 
community/local, regional, national and in some cases international level or on the 
basis of advances in strategy policies and implementation of them compared to those 
in place prior to the last hazard event. (inequality / place / scale / sustainability / 
temporal scale) 


 


 
AO3 


 
Skills evidenced could include: 


 


• The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments, which 
evaluate the success of strategies used to manage low-pressure hazards 


• The skill of constructing relevant diagrams (qualitative skills) which are annotated to 
meet the requirements of the question 


• The skill of reaching conclusions, which evaluate the success of strategies used to 
manage low-pressure hazards 


 
Credit other valid approaches 


 
  












Sticky Note

There is a lack of support here. The answer feels very generic at this point. Key case studies and SCs that are to be discussed should have been introduced. 







Sticky Note

Named examples and details are lacking here. A01 needs to be improved.



Sticky Note

Some A02 is presented here but the answer lacks evidence. In addition, the SCs should be discussed and highlighted more explicitly.







Sticky Note

Once again, the A02 lacks sophistication and support. SCs need to be included and discussed here.



Sticky Note

The answer is still very generic. This hinders the A02 component severely. 







AO1: 5 marks. Lacks detail on strategies.
AO2: 5 marks. Attempts to answer the question and evaluate the strategies discussed. 
AO3: 2 marks
Total: 12/22



Sticky Note

Diagrams are poorly integrated



Sticky Note

The A02 provided lacks depth, as the candidate provides comments like "it can be effective" or "... may become less effective". Risk is mentioned but not denoted as a key SC. There are so many missed opportunities to highlight and discuss other SCs throughout too.  
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[22]19. Evaluate strategies used to manage low-pressure hazards.
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Section A: Tectonic Hazards: Generic Mark Bands [20 marks] 


 


 AO1 [6 marks] AO2 [13 marks] AO3 [1 mark] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse or 
interpret or evaluate geographical 
issues and information. 


Use a variety of 
relevant 'geographical 
skills' to construct 
arguments and draw 
conclusions. 


3 


5-6 marks 
Secure factual knowledge and 
confident understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar used with a high 
degree of accuracy. 


9-13 marks 
Accurate application either to 
interpret or analyse or evaluate.  
 
Synthesis of the connections 
between different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts.  


1 mark 
 


The response is 
appropriately 
structured. 2 


3-4 marks 
Straightforward knowledge with 
some inaccuracies; some 
understanding of relevant 
concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Annotated sketch maps / 
diagrams contain inaccuracies. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar used with a reasonable 
degree of accuracy. 


5-8 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or evaluate 
with limited range, depth and 
development. 
 
Incomplete synthesis between 
different elements of the response 
to the question.  


1 


1-2 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors 
and minimal understanding.  
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar used with limited 
accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to interpret or 
analyse or evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points are 
made.  


 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or 
not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not 
creditworthy or not 
attempted. 
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2. ‘Of all the hazards resulting from earthquake processes, liquefaction presents 
the greatest risk’. To what extent do you agree? [20 marks] 


 
AO1 [6] AO2 [13] AO3 [1] 


 
Focus: 4.1.3 


 
Indicative content  


 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all 
points for full marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content.  


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• The connections between the processes operative at tectonic plate boundaries, 
causes of earthquake hazards and their associated impacts (causality / place / 
risk / scale) 


• A description of primary and secondary hazards associated with earthquake 
activity and their effects (place / risk / vulnerability) 


• Liquefaction - the way in which the soil liquifies during an earthquake. The water 
separates from the soil particles and rises to the surface. (place / risk / scale / 
vulnerability) 


• Liquefaction is more likely to occur in loose to moderately saturated granular soils 
with poor drainage, such as silty sands or sands and gravels - for example 
liquefaction in the Kobe earthquake (1995) was largely restricted to the reclaimed 
land of the port (place / risk / scale) 


• The effects of soil liquefaction on the built environment can be extremely 
damaging. Buildings whose foundations bear directly on sand which liquefies will 
experience a sudden loss of support, which will result in drastic and irregular 
settlement of the building causing structural damage, including cracking of 
foundations and damage to the building structure, or leaving the structure 
unserviceable, even without structural damage (place / risk / sustainability / 
temporal scale) 


• During the Canterbury earthquake (2010), the alluvial sediments underlying the 
city made it particularly vulnerable to liquefaction. The riverside areas of 
Avonside, Dallington, Burwood, Avondale, and Kaiapoi were badly affected. 
Damage from liquefaction may have been worsened by the high-water table from 
a wet winter. (place / risk / scale / temporal scale) 


• Ground shaking - the vibration of the earth during an earthquake caused by 
seismic waves (place / risk / scale / vulnerability) 


• Landslides - on steep slopes the vibration causes by earthquakes can trigger 
landslides and mudflows (place / risk / scale / vulnerability) 


• Tsunamis - earthquakes cause the bodily displacement of large bodies of water 
by movement of the sea floor (place / risk / scale / vulnerability) 


• Demographic impacts: Mortality, migration, population structure changes 
(inequality / place / risk / scale / temporal scale) 


• Economic impacts: costs of losses (inequality / place / risk / scale / temporal 
scale) 


• Social impacts: Health, infrastructure, families inequality / place / risk / scale / 
temporal scale) 


• Environmental impacts: Biosphere, lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere 
(inequality / place / risk / scale / temporal scale) 







7 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


• Mitigation can be used to lessen the impacts of soil liquefactions. Artificial 
islands, such as the modern Rokkō Island and especially Port Island in Kobe, 
suffered severe subsidence due to liquefaction of the soil; However, the newly 
completed artificial island supporting Kansai International Airport was not 
significantly affected, due to being further away from the epicentre and because it 
was built to the latest standards (place / risk / scale / mitigation) 


• The liquefaction risk at the Pegasus Town (Canterbury) site was identified in 
2005, so the developers spent approximately $20 million on soil compaction, and 
the ground there held firm during the quake. (place / mitigation / resilience) 


 
 


AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to evaluate whether of all 
the hazards resulting from earthquake processes, soil liquefaction presents the 
greatest risk. Synthesis will be demonstrated by the drawing together of evidence to 
reach a rational conclusion. This evidence could include: 


 


• Geographical factors associated with the location of the tectonic event can impact 
upon vulnerability. E.g. underlying soil / rock type and prevailing conditions (place 
/ risk / vulnerability)  


• Scale of the impact: Liquefaction leads to largely localised impacts, whereas a 
tsunami can have regional / global implications (inequality / place / risk / scale) 


• An examination of the severity of the risks associated with different earthquake 
hazards. (place / risk / scale) 


• Comparison of the severity of impacts linked to different earthquake hazards – 
demographic / economic / environmental / social (place / inequality / scale) 


• Economic factors: wealth of the place or community. Influences preparation, 
prediction and mitigation (place / mitigation /adaptation / resilience / risk / 
vulnerability)  


• Political factors such as good governance / hazard resistant design can reduce 
vulnerability of a population (mitigation /adaptation / resilience / risk / inequality) 


 
 


AO3 
 


Skills evidenced could include:  
 


• The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments about 
whether of all the hazards resulting from earthquake processes, soil liquefaction 
presents the greatest risk 


• The skill of constructing relevant diagrams (qualitative skills) which are annotated 
to meet the requirements of the question 


• The skill of reaching conclusions about whether of all the hazards resulting from 
earthquake processes, soil liquefaction presents the greatest risk 


 
Credit other valid approaches. 
 
 
  




















AO1: 3 marks. Straightforward knowledge. Some earthquake hazards addressed - tsunami 
and ground shaking. Partial k+u of liquefaction. Some drift to volcanic hazards in middle 
part of the essay.
AO2: 6 marks. Attempt to evaluate the nature of the hazards discussed but this is not 
sophisticated or developed.
AO3: 1 mark. Well-structured, drawing together ideas in a conclusion.
Total: 10/20
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Sticky Note

Evidence of planning is clearly seen here. Candidates should be encouraged to think before putting pen to paper. They should carefully consider the key points they want to mention with regards to A01 and A02 (including SCs). 







Sticky Note

A02 is present here but lacks Band 3 A02 level analysis and discussion. There are plenty of opportunities here to engage with the SCs. 



Sticky Note

There is evidence of secure factual K+U being presented here. However, the quality of the A02 component doesn't match the level of A01 provided. 







AO1: 6 marks. Secure and accurate knowledge and understanding with strong exemplar support
AO2: 8 marks. Partial application of knowledge to evaluate.
AO3: 1 mark.
Total: 15/20



Sticky Note

A summary is provided, however it lacks Band 3 A02 level analysis. Some evaluative comments are provided throughout the essay and in the conclusion but they lack application of the relevant SCs. 



Sticky Note

Once again, there is some good A01 introduced here. However, the A02 element lacks analysis, evaluation, interpretation and synthesis. 



Sticky Note

Opportunities for Band 3 A02 have been missed here. There are plenty of chances to mention SCs such as place and scale here, 
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Theme 1: Tectonic Hazards


2. ‘Of all the hazards resulting from earthquake processes, liquefaction presents the greatest
risk.’ To what extent do you agree? [20]
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Generic Mark Bands [22 marks] 
 


 AO1 [9 marks] AO2 [11 marks] AO3 [2 marks] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse 
or interpret or evaluate 
geographical issues and 
information. 


Use a variety of relevant 
'geographical skills'* to 
construct arguments and 
communicate findings. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Wide-ranging and thorough 
knowledge and confident 
understanding of relevant concepts 
and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a high degree of 
accuracy. 


8-11 marks 
Accurate application either 
to interpret or analyse or 
evaluate. 
 
Synthesis of the 
connections between 
different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts. 


2 marks 
A well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
response. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Secure, straightforward knowledge 
and reasonable understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Appropriate, basically accurate 
annotated sketch maps / diagrams 
are included. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy. 


5-7 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or 
evaluate with limited 
range, depth and 
development 
Incomplete synthesis 
between different 
elements of the response 
to the question. 


1 mark 
The communication in the 
response is limited or 
incomplete. 


1 


1-3 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors and 
minimal understanding. 
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting sketch 
maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with limited accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to 
analyse or interpret or 
evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points 
are made. 


 
0 marks 


Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography 
 
3. ‘The most important function of ecosystems is the provision of goods.’  


To what extent do you agree? [22 marks] 
 


AO1 [9] AO2 [11] AO3 [2] 
Focus: 4.2.1 


 
Indicative content  


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• Ecosystem goods are products that can be derived directly from the ecosystem 
e.g. timber from trees, water, food (and the nutrients derived from plants and 
animals) and medicines (inequality / place / sustainability) 


• Provisioning services supply the goods themselves, such as food, water, timber 
and fibre. We rely on crops and plants for basic foodstuffs such as bread, rice 
and pasta, as well as the fruit and vegetables that make up a healthy diet. (place 
/ sustainability) 


• Estimates suggest that 1 billion people rely on ‘wild foods’. It is also thought that 
‘wild foods’ provide 20% of protein in around 60 poor countries. (place / 
sustainability) 


• In Tanzania, wetlands are used extensively for cattle grazing and rice farming. 
(place / sustainability) 


• Aquatic ecosystems are also vital. Fish provide 21% of animal protein in Africa 
and 28% in Asia. A clean water supply is crucial to human health and survival. 
(place / sustainability) 


• Naturally occurring substances from plant species form the basis of more than 
50% of prescription medicines. (place / sustainability) 


• Ecosystem services are benefits that people obtain from ecosystems. These 
services result from the interactions among organisms and their natural 
environments e.g. purification of air and water, mitigation of floods and droughts, 
decomposition of wastes, pollination of crops and natural vegetation, control of 
potential agricultural pests, dispersal of seeds and translocation of nutrients, 
moderation of temperature extremes and the provision of aesthetic beauty and 
intellectual stimulation. (mitigation / place / resilience / sustainability) 


• Regulating services govern climate and rainfall, water (e.g. flooding), waste, 
and the spread of disease. Wetlands, for instance, provide hydrological regulative 
functions, which include water storage (e.g. ground water recharge / flood 
prevention by flow regulation and mitigation), water purification (removal of 
pollutants) and retention of valuable nutrients and sediments. (mitigation / 
resilience / sustainability) 


• Cultural services cover the beauty, inspiration and recreation that contribute to 
our spiritual welfare. An example of this can be found in the tourism industry 
surrounding coral reefs. Coral reefs may only cover 0.01% of the ocean floor but 
they support over 800 species of coral and more than 4,000 species of fish. 
(place / sustainability / globalisation) 
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AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to examine to what extent 
the provision of goods is the most important function of ecosystems. Synthesis will be 
demonstrated by the drawing together of evidence to reach a rational conclusion. 
This evidence could include: 


 


• Ecosystem goods are generally easier to value in a monetary sense than 
services. Ecosystem goods and services offer direct economic benefits and 
support economic activity at a range of scales from local to global (globalisation / 
scale) 


• Ecosystem goods and services offer a variety of benefits: recreational benefits 
e.g. fishing and hunting; 'neglected' benefits e.g. scientific value; 'existence 
legacy value' e.g. philanthropic value and intergeneration equity. The global value 
of coral reef tourism is estimated to be around $9.6 billion and creates thousands 
of jobs. (place / sustainability / globalisation / interdependence / scale) 


• Ecological goods are not only important; they are essential to our survival. 
Human life depends on the continuing capacity of the biosphere’s ecosystems to 
provide a multitude of benefits (sustainability) 


• It has been argued that human well-being depends on the services provided by 
ecosystems (The UN Millennium Ecosystem Assessment) (causality / 
sustainability)  


• Provisioning services - It has been noted that many vulnerable communities 
obtain a significant amount of their food from the ecosystems that surround them. 
(place / scale / sustainability / vulnerability) 


• Ecosystems play an important role in mitigating the impact of natural hazards. 
Wetlands absorb excess water in periods of heavy precipitation and can release 
water during dry seasons to help maintain stream flow. (mitigation / resilience / 
sustainability) 


• The unsustainable use of ecosystem goods may destroy the realisable role of 
services and place humans at risk when the system loses equilibrium. 
(equilibrium / risk / thresholds) 


 
 


AO3 
 


Skills evidenced could include:  
 


• The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments about to 
what extent the provision of goods is the most important function of ecosystems 


• The skill of constructing relevant diagrams (qualitative skills) which are annotated 
to meet the requirements of the question  


• The skill of reaching conclusions about to what extent the provision of goods is the 
most important function of ecosystems 


 
Credit other valid approaches. 
 
 


  












Sticky Note

Lacks A01 here - a case study should have been provided. 



Sticky Note

Some simplistic A02 is provided here. The answer needs more support and the inclusion of relevant SCs.



Sticky Note

The candidate obviously has a sound grasp of the contents of this theme but the lack of support prevents the response from reaching the top bands for A01 and A02.







AO1: 4 marks. Secure and straightforward but a generic response lacking support and depth
AO2: 6 marks. Attempt to evaluate but lacks sophistication
AO3: 2 marks. Appropriate structure.
Total: 12/22



Sticky Note

A02 is present but the analysis and interpretation is limited.



Sticky Note

Once again, the response is generic. A lack of support and detailed analysis has prevented this response from reaching Band 3 for A01 and A02. 
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Section B


Answer two questions from your one selected theme.


Theme 2: Ecosystems


3. ‘The most important function of ecosystems is the provision of goods.’ To what extent do you
agree? [22]




























AO1: 6 marks. Secure straightforward with some exemplar support. Band 2.
AO2: 6 marks. Attempt to weigh-up evidence. Missed opportunity to explore relevant concepts and 
develop arguments.
AO3: 2 marks Total: 14/22
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Generic Mark Bands [22 marks] 
 


 AO1 [9 marks] AO2 [11 marks] AO3 [2 marks] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse 
or interpret or evaluate 
geographical issues and 
information. 


Use a variety of relevant 
'geographical skills'* to 
construct arguments and 
communicate findings. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Wide-ranging and thorough 
knowledge and confident 
understanding of relevant concepts 
and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a high degree of 
accuracy. 


8-11 marks 
Accurate application either 
to interpret or analyse or 
evaluate. 
 
Synthesis of the 
connections between 
different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts. 


2 marks 
A well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
response. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Secure, straightforward knowledge 
and reasonable understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Appropriate, basically accurate 
annotated sketch maps / diagrams 
are included. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy. 


5-7 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or 
evaluate with limited 
range, depth and 
development 
Incomplete synthesis 
between different 
elements of the response 
to the question. 


1 mark 
The communication in the 
response is limited or 
incomplete. 


1 


1-3 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors and 
minimal understanding. 
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting sketch 
maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with limited accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to 
analyse or interpret or 
evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points 
are made. 


 
0 marks 


Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 
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7. Evaluate the role of government in the location and development of economic 
activity in India.  [22 marks] 


 
AO1 [9] AO2 [11] AO3 [2] 


Focus: 4.3.4 
 


Indicative content 
 


The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all 
points for full marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• The socialist government post 1947 ensured a high level of state control of key 
industries.  Today the economy has had a major about-turn, opening it up to 
economic globalisation since economic reform in 1991 (causality / globalisation / 
temporal scale) 


• India faced a major economic crisis in 1991 which forced the governing Congress 
Party to borrow money from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). This opened 
up the economy to economic globalisation. India is now among the ten fastest-
growing economies in the world (causality / globalisation / temporal scale) 


• From 1991 import quotas (fixed limits on quantities of goods imported) were 
removed, tariffs (taxes on imports) were reduced, the currency was devalued and 
– very significantly – foreign investment liberalised. This opened the Indian 
economy to FDI. In the 1990s, the sums were huge (averaging nearly $4 billion) 
(interdependence / globalisation / scale / temporal scale) 


• Manufacturing includes the growth of modern steel, pharmaceuticals, textiles, 
clothing, and a substantial high-tech electronics sector (place / scale) 


• Locations of economic activity include rural areas (agribusiness), SEZs 
(manufacturing), Bangalore (Business Process Outsourcing), Mumbai 
(Bollywood) (place) 


• Business process outsourcing in India, which started around the mid-90s, 
continues to grow. India is now the world's favoured market for BPO companies. 
The BPO sector in India is estimated to have reached a 54 per cent growth in 
revenue. The demand for Indian BPO services has been growing at an annual 
growth rate of 50%. (place / globalisation / scale / temporal scale)  


• Special economic zones (SEZs) in India are certain localities which offer tax and 
other incentives to their resident businesses. Up until 2000, India did not have 
SEZs, and instead had a number of export processing zones (EPZs), which, 
although similar in structure to the modern SEZ, failed to attract many firms to 
India. The government, accordingly, introduced the SEZ in April 2000. 
(globalisation / place / temporal scale) 


• India’s Special Economic Zone Act, 2005 further amended the country’s foreign 
investment policy and converted its EPZs to SEZs, with notable zones 
including Santa Cruz (Maharashtra state), Cochin (Kerala state), Kandla and 
Surat (Gujarat state), Chennai (Tamil Nadu state), Visakhapatnam (Andhra 
Pradesh state), Falta (West Bengal state), Noida (Uttar Pradesh state), and 
Indore (Madhya Pradesh state) (place / scale) 


• As of September 2017, 221 SEZs are in operation, and by January 2018, a 
massive 423 have received formal approval for operation. Although India’s SEZs 
are relatively new, they have become important sourcing and manufacturing 
destinations for foreign investors. (globalisation / scale / temporal scale) 
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• The National Highways Act has been modified to help reduce tolls on national 
motorways, bridges and tunnels. The government is also implementing a new 
policy that aims to improve India’s telecommunication systems. (causality / scale / 
sustainability)  


• In addition to national government, the role of state governments cannot be 
ignored. State governments play an important role in the development of industry. 
For example, Kerala is a communist state. However, other states favour a free-
enterprise approach. This results in different levels of commitment to enacting 
land, labour or other business-friendly reforms. Maharashtra is one of the most 
industrialised states and Bihar one of the least. (causality / inequality / place)  


• In addition to the role of government, factors responsible for the rapid growth of 
manufacturing industries include the emergence and investment policies of TNCs 
e.g. R&D (Research and Development) functions. Hewlett Packard set up 
Software Universities in 8 cities (it opened in 2009 in Mumbai, Delhi, Pune, 
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Noida, Chennai and Bangalore) (causality / globalisation / 
interdependence) 


• Another contributing factor is the growth of an urban, educated, middle-class 
population whose members have become consumers themselves and who 
provide a large market for new consumer goods (Feedback) 


• India is benefitting from the demographic dividend – it has an increasing 
proportion of productive teenagers and young adults. A large, young workforce 
serves as a magnet for FDI (causality / globalisation / place) 


• Technological factors have also played a significant role, particularly the speed 
and distance over which communications and movement can now take place due 
to changes in computer, transport and communication technologies (causality / 
globalisation / scale) 


• ICT skills shortages in some developed countries.  It is estimated that 52,000 
British jobs have been outsourced to India since the 1980s. (globalisation / 
interdependence / scale / temporal scale)  


 
 


AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to evaluate the role of 
government in the location and development of economic activity in India. Synthesis 
will be demonstrated by the drawing together of evidence to reach a rational 
conclusion. The evidence could include: 


 


• The relative importance of physical / demographic / social / cultural / economic / 
political / social / technological factors and TNCs on the location and 
development of economic activity in India. E.g. Traditional heavy industry is 
concentrated in the Damodar valley. The presence of coal mining operations and 
the availability of iron ore prompted the establishment up of many steel and 
power plants in the basin area. (causality / inequality / interdependence / place / 
scale)  


• An examination of the interdependence of physical / demographic / social / 
cultural / economic / political / social / technological factors and TNCs on the 
location and development of economic activity in India. E.g. The Indian 
Himalayan Region extends from the foothills in the south to the Tibetan plateau in 
the north. The region occupies a strategic position and borders 7 countries. The 
North Indian states benefit from scenic, mountainous terrain with dense forests 
and perennial water sources making it attractive for tourism. However, this region 
is also prone to natural hazards, particularly flooding and earthquakes and 
infrastructure is poor due to the steep terrain. (causality / globalisation / inequality 
/ interdependence / place)  
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• Variations over space – The Indo-Gangetic Plain lies between the Himalayas and 
the Peninsular Plateau. The three major river systems of India – the Indus, 
Ganga and the Brahmaputra – fed by seasonal meltwater runoff from major 
glaciers have deposited alluvium across the plain to depths of 1,800 metres. This 
region supports fertile agriculture but is subject to flooding. The Coastal Plains 
occupy a narrow strip from the Bay of Bengal in the East to the Arabian Sea on 
the West. Important ports such as Mumbai and Cochin located on the Arabian 
Sea coast and Chennai on the Bay of Bengal coast promote trade. Cities with 
sector-specific SEZs in existence or under development include: Pharmaceuticals 
and biotechnology (Pune, Aurangabad, Nanded), Manufacturing, engineering and 
automotive (Amritsar), Information technology (Bangalore, Kolkata), 
Telecommunications (Sriperumbudur), Textiles (Hassam, Kolkata, Mahindra), 
Jewellery (Surat, Jaipur) (causality / globalisation / inequality / interdependence / 
place / scale) 


• Changes in the relative importance of factors over time – After independence in 
1947, India’s aim was to develop economically without the participation or 
influence of foreign capital. As a result, economic policies developed a strong 
anti-export bias. Climate change will increase meltwater discharges in the short-
term but may lead to dangerous water shortages in the future. (causality / 
interdependence / place / scale / temporal scale) 


 
 


AO3 
 


• The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments about the 
role of government in the location and development of economic activity in India 


• The skill of constructing relevant diagrams (qualitative skills) which are annotated 
to meet the requirements of the question 


• The skill of reaching conclusions about the role of government in the location and 
development of economic activity in India 


 
Credit other valid approaches. 


 
 
  












Sticky Note

A03: An introduction is provided, which provides an overview of the key points that will be discussed during the essay. There are some elements of A01 included here and references to A02, as the candidate says they will be "discussing the government role". 



Sticky Note

Some A01 is included in this section but it lacks depth and detail. For instance, adventure tourism is mentioned but there is no supplementary evidence. In addition, opportunities for A02 and the inclusion and discussion of SCs are missed. The A02 component needs to be sharper. This section is rather descriptive.







Sticky Note

The candidate understands how India's physical environment can provide opportunities and constraints for economic development. Some A01 is provided to support these points. However, A02 is lacking as the importance of these factors and the role of government is not evaluated.







AO1: 5 marks. Knowledge of factors affecting location and development of economic activity.
AO2: 5 marks. Addresses role of government but not developed.
AO3: 2 marks. Appropriately structured.
Total: 12/22



Sticky Note

Some A02 is presented here. However, it fails to examine the relative importance of the factors presented. SCs are also neglected. For instance, causality, place and scale could have been discussed. A01 is lacking too, particularly in the closing segment of this section.



Sticky Note

Opportunities for A02 are missed here, as the candidate could have evaluated the role of the government in comparison to physical hazards.



Sticky Note

A03: The answer has an appropriate structure, so it has been awarded 2/2 for the A03 component. There is some A02 present here, as the candidate states that "the government plays an important role in helping to develop an area." For further credit in terms of A02, the candidate could have examined the relative importance of the factors identified in a more sophisticated manner, alongside the application of relevant SCs.
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Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Generic Mark Bands [22 marks] 
 


 AO1 [9 marks] AO2 [11 marks] AO3 [2 marks] 


Band 


Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, 
environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and 
change at a variety of scales. 


Apply knowledge and 
understanding in different 
contexts either to analyse 
or interpret or evaluate 
geographical issues and 
information. 


Use a variety of relevant 
'geographical skills'* to 
construct arguments and 
communicate findings. 


3 


7-9 marks 
Wide-ranging and thorough 
knowledge and confident 
understanding of relevant concepts 
and principles. 
 
Developed exemplification used 
with supporting geographical 
terminology. 
 
Well-directed and well-annotated 
sketch maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a high degree of 
accuracy. 


8-11 marks 
Accurate application either 
to interpret or analyse or 
evaluate. 
 
Synthesis of the 
connections between 
different elements of the 
response to the question. 
 
Relevant application of the 
specialised concepts. 


2 marks 
A well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
response. 


2 


4-6 marks 
Secure, straightforward knowledge 
and reasonable understanding of 
relevant concepts and principles. 
 
Appropriate exemplification and 
geographical terminology is 
partially evident. 
 
Appropriate, basically accurate 
annotated sketch maps / diagrams 
are included. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy. 


5-7 marks 
Some application either to 
interpret or analyse or 
evaluate with limited 
range, depth and 
development 
Incomplete synthesis 
between different 
elements of the response 
to the question. 


1 mark 
The communication in the 
response is limited or 
incomplete. 


1 


1-3 marks 
Limited knowledge with errors and 
minimal understanding. 
 
Limited use of examples and 
terminology; no supporting sketch 
maps / diagrams. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
used with limited accuracy. 


1-4 marks 
Application either to 
analyse or interpret or 
evaluate is poor; 
occasional relevant points 
are made. 


 
0 marks 


Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 
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11. ‘China is an important global power.’ To what extent do you agree? [22 marks] 
 


AO1 [9] AO2 [11] AO3 [2] 
 


Focus: 4.3.5 
 


Indicative content  
 


The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all 
points for full marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 


 
Likely themes and specialised concepts include: 


 
AO1 


 
Knowledge and understanding could include: 


 


• Recent changes in the size and structure of China’s economy: Deng Xiaoping (1978-
1987) was instrumental and responsible for modernisation and reform, adopting the 
market economy in December 1978. President Jiang Zemin’s (1993-2003), theory of 
promoting business and entrepreneurial class into the country’s one-party system, 
helped China’s economic expansion. The recent trade war between the economic 
powerhouses of China and the U.S.A. has placed increased pressure on China’s 
economy. (causality / globalisation / risk / scale / sustainability / temporal scale) 


• The global shift, outsourcing and offshoring including the role of China as the 
workshop of the world: About 80 percent of China's exports are manufactured goods 
- textiles and electronic equipment, and include toys, DVD players, mobile phones, 
shoes, clothes, food products, sea food, body jewellery and kitchen wares etc. 50% 
of cameras, 30% of air conditioners and televisions, 25% of washing machines, and 
20% of refrigerators in the world are now being produced or assembled in China. 
(globalisation / scale / temporal scale) 


• China is already an economic power: At purchasing power parity, which adjusts the 
value of a dollar for what it can buy in a given country, China now has a larger 
economy than the U.S. The gap is only likely to grow, given that China has far more 
people making and buying things, and they’re likely to get richer than they are today. 
(scale / temporal scale) 


• When it comes to technology, President Xi has made clear with his “Made in China 
2025” initiative that he intends China to overtake the U.S. as the world’s dominant 
technology power, and soon. The same goes for artificial intelligence, although the 
target date there is a little later, in 2030. As Russian President Vladimir Putin 
famously said last year, whichever nation leads in AI “will be the ruler of the world.” 
China is investing and making impressive headway: It already leads the U.S. in 
supercomputers. (scale / temporal scale) 


• China’s drive for the development of non-fossil fuel energy could make it a world 
leader in energy exports and offer unmatchable prices on alternative energy in the 
world market. (sustainability / scale / globalisation) 


• China’s population size: It is certainly a global power with considerable influence 
worldwide. China, if only in terms of sheer quantitative resources, is a great military 
power. It has 2 million active duty personnel, 162 bomber aircraft / 1,966 tactical 
aircraft / 246 attack helicopters / 1 aircraft carrier / 57 attack submarines / 82 cruisers 
/ destroyers / frigates / 70 ICBM launchers / 4 nuclear submarines. (place / scale) 


• A major decision was to open to the free world and get out of the Soviet sphere of 
influence in the 1960s. It was prompted when President Richard Nixon sent his 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to China. The approach turned out to be very 
successful. It paved the way for China to open to the Western world, and the rest of 
the world, and eventually modify its system of political economy. Premier Zhu RongJi 
(1988-2003) paved the way for China’s entry into World Trade Organization (WTO) 
(causality / temporal scale / globalisation / interdependence) 
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• Peacekeeping is another noncoercive way to project influence around the globe. 
From playing almost no role in United Nations peacekeeping missions 20 years ago, 
China is today the largest troop contributor by far. It also pays more than 10 percent 
of the UN’s total budget. (globalisation / scale / temporal scale) 


• China has a relatively small, if well-regarded cadre of diplomats. Their numbers are 
growing, and their budget for next year has increased by 15.6%, about twice the rate 
of increase for defence. As a result, the budget for foreign affairs will have doubled 
since Xi came to power in 2013. (scale / temporal scale) 


• China has been rolling out Confucius centres around the world to promote the 
country and its views. It also sends tourists and students abroad by the millions. 
(place / scale) 


• As the leading global emitter of CO2, China's stance on environmental matters is of 
increasing importance. This was illustrated during the Paris climate change 
negotiations in 2015. China's influence was significantly greater than it was during the 
Kyoto Protocol discussions two decades earlier. (globalisation / scale / temporal 
scale / sustainability) 


 


 


AO2 
 


Application of knowledge and understanding is deployed to examine to what extent China 
can be viewed as an important global power. Synthesis will be demonstrated by the 
drawing together of evidence to reach a rational conclusion. This evidence could include: 


 


• The costs of maintaining a large military, leading diplomatic missions and providing 
aid to foreign countries all add up. The more China extends itself around the globe, 
the heavier the burden will be. (risk / scale / vulnerability) 


• While the country has deep pockets, there are economic and financial challenges at 
home, and if things go belly up domestically it could put strains on President Xi 
Jinping’s ambitions. (place / risk / vulnerability)  


• China is facing a demographic nightmare. As fertility rates have decreased and after 
decades of the one-child policy, the country is getting very old very fast. After the 
one-child policy was officially lifted in 2016, many couples were now found to only 
want one child or didn’t plan to have any at all. According to the United Nations, 
China may have as much as 44 percent of its population retired by 2050. (risk / scale 
/ temporal scale / vulnerability) 


• China spends around $228 billion on defence. However, they currently have one 
aircraft carrier only. (scale) 


• When it comes to the nuclear deterrent, though, China remains a bit player compared 
with the U.S. or Russia. China has 280 stockpiled nuclear warheads, in comparison 
to Russia & the U.S. with over 6,000. (scale / vulnerability) 


• The same is true of military bases. The U.S. Department of Defence says it operates 
516 military installations in 41 countries around the world, including 42 that are large 
or medium-size bases. China established its first official overseas base in Djibouti 
last year. (place / scale / vulnerability) 


• The population of China stands at over 1.4 billion people. Although the country is 
geographically the fourth largest in the world, approximately 20% of the entire global 
population lives inside its borders. This places an enormous strain on its natural 
resources, particularly when living standards rise, and thus, demand for resources 
increases. It seems likely that China will become more dependent on foreign 
resources to meet its needs. (risk / scale / vulnerability) 


• Although the “workshop of the world” exports many goods, they are largely 
inexpensive because of their poor quality. Eventually, when the standard of living 
goes up, the population will expect higher wages, which will inevitably drive up the 
cost of production, making the products they export too expensive. This will likely 
result in companies eventually pulling out of the country in search of cheaper nations, 
such as Vietnam and Bangladesh, to produce their goods. (globalisation / place / risk 
/ temporal scale / vulnerability) 
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• There are several regions within China that are demanding more autonomy, which 
requires the country to devote a significant amount of resources to ensuring political 
stability within its borders. Until they can attain a certain level of regional stability, 
their foreign ambitions will be hampered. (risk / vulnerability)  


• A recent report indicated that as many as 50% of the wealthiest Chinese citizens are 
considering moving out of the country to places such as the US, Australia, and 
Canada. (risk / globalisation) 


• Trump’s “America First” approach has given China something of a free pass to 
present itself as the new leader on open borders and free trade, but even so, it lags 
the U.S. in cultural influence. (place / scale) 


• Although China has invested heavily in its military, and it is growing, they are still 
behind the most powerful militaries in the world in terms of equipment and training. Its 
organisational structure is flawed as well, since the primary objective of the People’s 
Liberation Army is the protection and preservation of the more than 88 million 
members of the Communist Party rather than the general public itself. (risk / scale / 
vulnerability) 


• Equally important is the lack of combat experience, as China hasn’t engaged in 
combat with a foreign enemy since Vietnam in 1979. The lack of experience in 
comparison to countries such as the US, UK, and Russia places China at a 
disadvantage. (risk / temporal scale / vulnerability) 


 
 


AO3 
 


Skills evidenced could include: 
 


• The skill of presenting well-constructed, coherent and logical arguments about to 
what extent China can be viewed as an important global power 


• The skill of constructing relevant diagrams (qualitative skills) which are annotated to 
meet the requirements of the question 


• The skill of reaching conclusions about to what extent China can be viewed as an 
important global power 


 
Credit other valid approaches. 


 
 
 
 
  












Sticky Note

Evidence of good planning is seen here. However, opportunities to identify key concepts for A02 are missed. For instance, inequality, globalisation, interconnectedness, place and scale could be acknowledged. These SCs are referred to in the marking schemes and they should be included / discussed on a consistent basis.







Sticky Note

The introduction is rather short. A more robust opening paragraph would have been ideal. E.g. What case studies will you use? What are your initial thoughts? What SCs will you discuss? What skills will you employ throughout? 



Sticky Note

There is some excellent A01 here but this skill it is not applied consistently. 







AO1: 6 marks. Secure straightforward with some exemplar support. Band 2.
AO2: 6 marks. Attempt to weigh-up evidence. Missed opportunity to explore relevant concepts and 
develop arguments.
AO3: 2 marks Total: 14/22



Sticky Note

A conclusion is provided and some A02 comments can clearly be seen but A02 Band 3 traits are not evident. The SCs are ignored. 



Sticky Note

This section lacks A01 and Band 3 A02 skills. 
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