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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 16427 1.5 0.8 2 73.7 97.3
1b 15113 2 2 5 39.9 89.5
1c 15483 3.5 2.6 8 43.6 91.7
1d 15637 7.2 4.3 15 47.8 92.6
2a 15503 1.1 0.9 2 54.5 91.8
2b 15139 2.8 1.5 5 55.7 89.7
2c 16329 4 2.2 8 49.7 96.7
2d 16146 7.7 3.7 15 51.3 95.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question (c) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
total 


4 


An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


7–8 


3 


A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. A very good understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately. 


5–6 


2 


A good, generally accurate explanation showing some knowledge 
and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority generally accurately. 


3–4 


1 


A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited 
knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority in a limited way. 


1–2 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (c). 
 


(c) Explain why Ibrahim is important in Islam. [AO1 8] 
 


Answers may include the following points, but other relevant and accurate 
points must also be credited. 


 


• Ibrahim (Abraham) is one of the most important prophets and one of the 
named prophets in the Qur’an. Prophethood or risalah is the term used for 
the messengers of God. 


• Although Ibrahim lived in a polytheistic family and society, he rejected 
these beliefs as false. Muslims believe Ibrahim was hanif; this means he 
had an inner knowledge there was only one God.  


• Ibrahim is the father of Isaac and Ishma'il; Ishma’il was a prophet for the 
Arabs and the ancestor of Muhammad. Isaac or Ishaq was the prophet for 
the Jews. 


• On Hajj, the pilgrims commemorate the anguish and suffering of Ishma’il’s 
mother, Hajor, as she ran between the two hills of Al-Safa and Al-Marwah 
in her desperate search for water. 


• Ibrahim rejected Satan’s attempt to persuade him not to sacrifice his son 
Ishma’il when commanded to do so by Allah. Ishma’il actually threw 
stones to scare Satan away. 


• According to tradition, Allah revealed a sacred book to Ibrahim, the 
‘scrolls of Ibrahim’, known as the ‘Sahifah’, although no copy of this book 
exists. 


 
  












Sticky Note

Band 4 - 8 marks	The candidate gives a highly detailed response, showing knowledge of the importance of Ibrahim specifically rather than a general awareness of the significance of the prophets as a whole. The candidate uses a lot of religious language specific to Islam (Hanif, Eid ul Adha) to demonstrate their understanding and how belief in Ibrahim still influences Islamic life today. 





		Script 4 - C3 Islam.pdf

		05 COMPONENT 3 Islam.pdf

		GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION














 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








Sticky Note

Band 2 - 4 marks	The candidate starts by stating that Ibrahim is a prophet, and continues with other generally accurate points about Ibrahim, demonstrating some understanding. Some of the response is narrative without explanation and therefore too descriptive for a higher band C response. The candidate uses some, mostly accurate, religious language specific to Islam (Jannah rather than heaven).
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 (c) Explain why Ibrahim is important in Islam. [8]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
total 


5 


An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue 
based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources 
of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13–15 


4 


A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints. A very good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources 
of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10–12 


3 


A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how 
belief influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7–9 


2 


Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


4–6 


1 


A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt 
or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints. Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1–3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 


(d) 'Muslim belief in Al-Qadr (Predestination) means Muslims have no 
freedom.' 


 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)
 AO2 [15] 


 


• Al-Qadr (Predestination) has implications for Muslims because it may be 
seen as limiting human freedom and means that Muslims are not really 
free. 


• Belief in predestination means that Allah knows everything which will take 
place and it is part of his plan. All Muslims are required to live their lives in 
submission to the will of Allah, as all events are outside the control of 
Muslims, as expressed in the term ‘insh’a Allah’. 


• Belief in predestination mean that Muslims should not make choices in 
their lives. . 


• All Muslims have been given Free Will and this means that all Muslims 
must make their own choices as human life is seen as a test. 


• Muslims believe that jihad – the daily struggle to live as a good Muslim – 
means Muslims do have the freedom to choose to live as good Muslims. 


• All Muslims believe Allah is omnipotent and has a design for all things but 
Shi’a Muslims place more of an emphasis on the importance of free will 
whereas Sunni Muslims place more of an emphasis on predestination. 


• Some Shi’a Muslims do not believe Allah is responsible for evil. 
 


Where appropriate, relevant references are likely to include: 
 


Qur’an 30:41 ‘Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by 
[reason of] what the hands of people have earned so He may let them taste 
part of [the consequence of] what they have done that perhaps they will return 
[to righteousness].’ 


 
Qur’an 18: 24 ‘Except [when adding], "If Allah wills." And remember your Lord 
when you forget [it] and say, "Perhaps my Lord will guide me to what is 
nearer than this to right conduct.’ 


 
Qur’an 64:4 ‘He knows what is within the heavens and earth and knows what 
you conceal and what you declare. And Allah is Knowing of that within the 
breasts.’ 


 
  












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Q10 












Sticky Note

Band 4 - 12 marksThe candidate response is a very good analysis of the issue of predestination and uses religious terms to demonstrate their knowledge of religion (day of Judgement, free will, Dunya, Jannah and Jahannam). The candidate shows a good understanding of the impact of belief on individuals by discussing how a Muslim may live a righteous life.The candidate uses some markers in their response to demonstrate evaluation (overall, firstly, however) and shows awareness that not all people in a community hold the same beliefs (“some Muslims”).
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Sticky Note

Band 5 - 13 marksThis candidate response uses an excellent range of arguments to show their understanding of the issue of predestination. The candidate also links other beliefs to the central focus of their response to demonstrate a detailed knowledge of religion (Munkar and Nakir, Judgement Day, free will). While there is some narration which keeps the candidate from gaining higher marks within the band, this still an example of an excellent response.This candidate uses clear evaluative phrases such as - some, furthermore, on the other hand, another reason, furthermore to aid the flow of their analysis and to demonstrate belief is not the same within a religion or tradition.
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 (d) ‘Muslim belief in Al-Qadr (Predestination) means Muslims have no freedom.’ 


  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) [15]
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Question (b) 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
total 


3 


An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent 
understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and 
societies. 


Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


4–5 


2 


A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities 
and societies. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority generally accurately.  


2–3 


1 


A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 
No relevant information provided. 


0 


Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 


(b) Describe how Muslims might celebrate Id-ul-Fitr. AO1 [5] 


Answers may include the following points, but other relevant and accurate 
points must also be credited. 


• Id-ul-Fitr is celebrated at the end of Ramadan and is a three-day festival.


• Muslims break the Ramadan fast with the sighting of the new moon
(beginning the new month of Shawwal) and share a family meal.


• Muslim children may stay away from school.


• Muslim businesses may close for the celebration of the festival.


• Muslims decorate their houses.


• Muslims give gifts and money to children.


• New clothes may be worn.


• Muslims visit family and friends and share in communal meals and
festivities.


• Exchange ‘Id Mubarak’ cards.


• Give money to the poor in the form of ‘zakat-ul-Fitr’.


• Visit the cemetery to remember family and friends who have died.












Sticky Note

Band 3 - 5 marks	Candidate is aware of exactly how the festival is spent and uses specialist language to describe it.There is some irrelevant information but there is also a lot of understanding of how belief influences individuals and community.





		Script 1 - C3 Islam.pdf

		07 COMPONENT 3 SIKHISM.pdf

		GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION



		05 COMPONENT 3 Islam.pdf

		GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION














 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


3 








Sticky Note

Band 2 - 3 marks	Candidate uses some specialist language, and has some awareness of how the festival is celebrated (End of Ramadan, food and family and reference to Zakat donations). Some repetition of old information so not enough knowledge of the religious practice to reach Band 3.
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 (b) Describe how Muslims might celebrate Id-ul-Fitr. [5]
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