
 2022 Online Exam Review

AS Religious Studies - Component 1 Islam

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 146 18 4.4 25 72.2 57.9
1b 145 17.2 3.9 25 68.9 57.5
2a 104 19.3 4.2 25 77.1 41.3
2b 104 18.5 3.5 25 74 41.3
3a 61 20.4 3.3 25 81.7 24.2
3b 60 16.9 4.6 25 67.7 23.8
4a 111 17.5 4 25 69.8 44
4b 105 16.9 4 25 67.6 41.7
5a 76 17.9 4.3 25 71.6 30.2
5b 73 17.4 4.2 25 69.7 29
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions [25 marks] 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 
set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence 
and examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy 
and relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only 


demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions [25 marks] 
 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues 
raised by the question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and 
addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


11-15 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 
generally been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or 
evidence. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 
addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported 
with reason and/or evidence. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 
question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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EDUQAS GCE AS – COMPONENT 1 
 


OPTION B: AN INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM 
 


SUMMER 2022 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Examine the role of the rasul (messenger) in Islam. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Candidates should be able to identify the role of the rasul (messenger) as 
appointed by God to bring a message, the message being a holy book 
revealed from God. They should then go on to examine various aspects of 
this in detail, referring to messengers within Islamic traditions. 


• Messengers warned populations of wrongdoing and guided them to the 
straight path. There are other terms used including nabi (prophets), nadir 
(warner) and Risalah (the message) used in references concerning 
messengers. Sometimes terms for messenger are used interchangeably 
and refer to broader aspects of the role. 


• Messengers brought Allah’s message. In bringing a message the 
messenger’s main purpose is to allow Allah to address man through 
human speech (Turner), without which the unseen God cannot provide 
direct guidance. 


• The last Prophet, Muhammad, taught the Arabs to reject polytheism and 
reform society. The Makkans had gone astray, worshipped idols, abused 
slaves, killed baby girls and were involved in immoral conduct. The 
message he brought was to reform Arab society at the time, to teach 
specifically the things which were wrong and provide a warning about what 
might happen in the afterlife should the Arabs refuse to listen. 


• Previous messengers conducted similar roles. Isa (Jesus) brought the Injil 
(Gospel), Dawud (David) the Zabur (Psalms), Musa (Moses) the Torah and 
Ibrahim (Abraham) the Sahifa (Scrolls). The general role of the messenger 
was the same, to lead the people to the straight path and reject the worship 
of idols. Ibrahim and Muhammad ensured the Ka’aba was clear of idols, 
following the commands in the revelations they were given. 


• Muhammad had a particular role as ‘seal of the Prophets’. Whilst all 
messengers essentially brought the same message, it could be said that 
Muhammad played a vital role as the last and final messenger. His 
purpose was to complete the revelations and provide the final revelation, 
after which there could be no more. 


• The role of messengers was to gently persuade, not burden. They 
communicated messages gradually so that interest could be awakened 
and then it could be understood and practiced. This point is emphasised by 
the scholar Turner.  


• Messengers needed to be convincing and steadfast, as they faced 
opposition and even persecution. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.  
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 (b) 'Without messengers, Islam could not have succeeded.' 


 
  Evaluate this view. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Without the inspirational character of the messengers, and their 
strength of purpose in their preaching, it might be argued that nobody 
would have taken much notice of the messages themselves. The 
revelations demanded reform and change and were a challenge to the 
social order, so there were plenty of vested interests against them. 
Therefore, it could be argued that without messengers, people would 
have carried out worshipping idols and conducting themselves in 
immoral ways, and this would constitute the failure of the message of 
Islam. 


• Evidence could be taken from the lives of messengers to show how 
their steadfastness was essential in ensuring Islam survived. 
Muhammad and his followers faced persecution, and they gave up their 
homes and businesses to follow him to Madinah to ensure that the new 
faith survived. Without Muhammad’s leadership, which followed the 
direct messages from Allah, they might not have had the strength to do 
this and the fledgling faith might have withered. 


• However, it could be argued that messengers did not have any powers 
or qualities other than those given to them by God. It was all part of 
God’s pre-written plan for humanity. The quote suggests that 
messengers’ personal choices and actions changed the course of 
history, but Muslims might argue that history, and with it the success of 
Islam, was predestined by God.  


• Other important factors in the success of the messengers could be 
cited: angels were the ones who passed on the actual message from 
God to the messenger. In the case of Muhammad, he was illiterate, in 
Islamic tradition, therefore it was thought convincing that the message 
must have originated from an external power, since he could not have 
made it up himself. Therefore, it was not the messenger who helped 
Islam succeed, but the role of Angel Jibril. 


• Details in the message itself, such as God’s warning to turn away from 
idols in order to gain his mercy on the Day of Judgement, might have 
convinced some to adopt Islam rather than the personality of the 
messenger. 


• The word ‘success’ might be challenged. At many times messengers 
faced difficulties. Muhammad, for example, had to spend years in a 
barren valley when the Makkans exiled him. It seemed as though Islam 
was not succeeding at that time. It could be argued that the strength of 
character in facing failures was part of a necessary learning curve for 
messengers and their followers. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.  












 

Sticky Note

A reasonable explanation of rasul as messenger in the form of Muhammad is given here. This is specific about one part of the mission of Islam: the reader is left waiting to see how much the student knows about the topic as a whole, including the category rasul and the earlier history of prophets.



 

Sticky Note

There is some reference here and an appropriate quote from the Qur'an, which help to illustrate the answer. More could be given to show more extensive knowledge of the topic.







 

Sticky Note

This paragraph is general about the character of Muhammad and does not add to previous reference to earlier prophets. As it is this answer is sufficient for Band 4, 18 marks. More depth and breadth could be added to improve this further.







 

Sticky Note

These last couple of sentences show clear argument in favour of the statement. If statements or similar, here in the form of without Muhammad... then Islam would not have succeeded - these show evidence of hypothesizing, reasoning and consideration of implications which are all evidence of purposeful argument.



 

Sticky Note

An alternative argument is successfully considered here. In the detail of the essay, supporting evidence might be added, or reference to the views of scholars, to further improve this response.







 

Sticky Note

Some coherence is lost at the end although the candidate is clearly trying to include everything they feel might be relevant in limited time available. Overall this essay achieves Band 4, 18 marks, for a purposeful and effective argument which could be further developed.
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COMPONENT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion


Option B – An Introduction to Islam


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


 0 1  a) Examine the role of the rasul (messenger) in Islam. [25]


 b) ‘Without messengers, Islam could not have succeeded.’
  Evaluate this view. [25]


Or,


 0 2  a) Explain the nature of tawhid (oneness) as uncompromising monotheism. [25]


 b) ‘The shahadah means little until it is publicly declared.’ 
  Evaluate this view. [25]
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions [25 marks] 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 
set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence 
and examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy 
and relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only 


demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions [25 marks] 
 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues 
raised by the question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and 
addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


11-15 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 
generally been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or 
evidence. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 
addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported 
with reason and/or evidence. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 
question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 
 


3. (a) Outline the nature and purpose of three different types of prayer in 
Islam. 


[AO1 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Candidates should clearly identify three different types of prayer in 
Islam and give an overview of the nature and purpose of each one. 


• Different types of prayer should be identified. Those named in this part 
of the specification are: salah; tahajjud (night prayer); nafila (extra); du’a 
(cry out); tasbih (glorify); wird (Sufi prayer) and Jummah (Friday) 
prayers. Other types of prayer include funeral prayers; traveller’s 
prayers/ combined prayers; tarawih prayers in Ramadan; Id prayers; 
prayer for rain; prayer for; prayer according to different sects such as 
Shi’a and prayers visiting holy sites or tombs.  


• Salah usually refers to the five daily prayers which fulfils the 
requirements of the second pillar of Islam. These involve repeating 
several units of standing, bowing and prostrating, called a rakah, at 
appointed times during the day. The ritual was set by the example of 
Muhammad and helps Muslims put aside worldly concerns and focus 
on God throughout the day.  


• Du’a are additional requests to God, often personal. Du’a prayers are 
usually said after salah prayers with hands cupped upwards and said 
silently as personal requests to God. Du’a prayers enable a Muslim to 
develop a deeper faith in God by sharing their problems and feel relief 
in the confidence that God is watching over them. 


• Jummah (Friday) prayers are congregational prayers which unites the 
Ummah and enables the Imam to give a sermon to teach and guide the 
faithful. 


• Tahajjud (night prayers) are optional prayers to help a Muslim feel 
closer to God. It is believed that the early hours are the time when God 
listens and is near to them, in appreciation for the extra effort they have 
made to pray when they could be sleeping. 


• Nafila (extra prayers) are to gain extra reward from Allah. They are 
additional units of rakah often said before or after the five daily prayers, 
which some Muslims do with future Judgement in mind, or simply to 
follow the example of Muhammad or further deepen their devotion. 


• Tasbih (glorify) is to focus and meditate upon God. It is the practice of 
counting prayer beads whilst reciting the names of Allah or simply the 
word Allah.  


• Wird (Sufi prayer) help a Sufi develop a deeper relationship with God 
through spiritual discipline. This is directed under the guidance of a 
murshid in a Sufi tariqa order.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.  
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 (b) ‘Prayer is nothing more than a ritualistic act of piety.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view with reference to Islam. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Most prayers in Islam, and particularly the five daily prayers, are based 
on a unit called a rakah. This follows a very precise set of actions, 
carried out in almost identical fashion by Muslims around the world. 
They begin with praising God by holding hands to the ears and saying 
God is great in Arabic. The prayers are recited in Arabic, including Sura 
Fatiah from the Qur’an, and specific movements are made at various 
points in the routine. The way in which this is done constitutes a 
ritualistic practice. 


• Prayer is also an act of piety. During prayer, Muslims prostrate 
themselves by placing their forehead on the ground to show humility 
and obedience towards Allah. The very act of setting aside time to 
devote to God five times a day and putting aside worldly concerns may 
be considered an act of piety. 


• So, it could be argued that prayer is indeed a ritualistic act of piety. 
However, the statement suggests that is all that it is, inviting responses 
to qualify this with some measurement about how important ritual piety 
is and whether there are any other important functions of prayer in 
Islam. 


• An essential element of prayer is to make one’s intention to dedicate 
the prayer to God by saying the niyyah, without which the prayer is 
considered invalid. It is a tradition that all actions in Islam are judged 
according to the intentions behind them. Therefore, it could be argued 
that ritual piety is not a function of prayer at all, it is the intention behind 
it that matters. 


• Some Muslims religiously carry out the five daily prayers at set times 
daily and find the ritualistic piety a great source of strength which helps 
focus their faith and bring order and routine to their lives, helping to lead 
them on the straight path of morality. So, to them prayer is ritual piety 
and more besides.  


• Sufi Muslims might agree that prayer is an important act of ritual piety 
but the purpose is to rise through stations in the arc of ascent towards a 
deeper union with God. For those reaching higher states of  
God-consciousness the rituals might become less important. 


• The Prophet criticised those who carried out the actions of prayer but 
did not really believe in Islam, so were labelled hypocrites. This could 
be taken to mean that the rituals of prayer are inadequate on their own 
and so prayer is more than ritual piety. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.  




























 

Sticky Note

Correctly identified and relevant quote, but short on detail for the rest. Below, there is reference to Tahajjud, which is acceptable as a second type of prayer, and then du'a or personal prayers.







 

Sticky Note

Overall, this archives Band 3, a satisfactory response at 14 marks. This answer could be further improved with more detail and explanation of the purpose of those prayers, which has been only partly addressed in with the descriptions.







 

Sticky Note

It is somewhat unclear why zakat has been included here. Perhaps the candidate is trying to argue that prayer and zakat are both important. Sometimes candidates pre-learn or practice answers to different questions and fall into repeating them in the exam rather than specifically addressing the statement given.







 

Sticky Note

Overall Band 3 at the lower end has been given, 13 marks. An attempt to make a satisfactory argument with some consideration of different perspectives has been given but could be much improved by more clearly addressing the specific statement given.
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Either,


 0 3  a) Outline the nature and purpose of three different types of prayer in Islam.  [25]


 b) ‘Prayer is nothing more than a ritualistic act of piety.’  
Evaluate this view with reference to Islam. [25]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.






























		Eduqas AS Islam OER Script D Q5 (unmarked).pdf

		GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


3 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 3 


AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions [25 marks] 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 
set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence 
and examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy 
and relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only 


demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions [25 marks] 
 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues 
raised by the question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and 
addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


11-15 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 
generally been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or 
evidence. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 
addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported 
with reason and/or evidence. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 
question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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5. (a) Examine the nature of the Qur'an as the final revelation for Muslims. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Candidates should respond by looking at the nature of the Qur’an in 
detail. They should consider its qualities as the final revelation and the 
implications of this for the beliefs of Muslims. 


• The Qur’an is regarded by Muslims as the last and final message from 
Allah to humankind. It was intended to lead people to the straight path 
of monotheism, by rejecting idolatry. Hearers are repeatedly asked to 
believe in: Tawhid, the Oneness of God; Risalah, Prophethood; and, 
Akhirah, Judgement and life in the hereafter. 


• The nature of the Qur’an may be evidenced from specific passages set 
in the specification. Sura 15:9 refers to the message being guarded 
against corruption. Muslims believe that earlier revelations were 
corrupted as people turned away from them and returned to the worship 
of idols. The Qur’an is intended to be the final revelation to overcome 
this corruption. 


• Sura 51:47 refers to the power and skill of the Creator of the Qur’an. 
The nature of the Qur’an as a message containing vocative poetic 
verses of beauty were the creation of a divine being beyond human 
capability. 


• Sura 96: 1-5, the first verses of the Qur’an to be revealed on the Night 
of Power, explain that it is a book of guidance to teach humankind by 
the pen what they did not know. 


• Muslims believe that the Qur’an is a miracle. It cannot be imitated 
(i’jaz). It contains the actual, phonic words of Allah about eternal truth. It 
is an exact copy of the heavenly version held by Allah in heaven, so is 
clearly regarded as a divine book. 


• As Allah’s speech, the Qur’an instructs and guides Muhammad to take 
certain actions, such as to have confidence in victory at the Battle of 
Badr against a superior force. Muhammad is not an author but a 
messenger to pass on the Qur’an. It also contains general guidance 
about the main beliefs in Islam. 


• The Qur’an is not different from earlier revelations – they all pertain to 
the same truth, but all were given to specific communities which need to 
be guided. However, it is the Qur’an which is the last and only complete 
revelation surviving today.  


• The Qur’an is not organised in any traditional way and often refers to 
matters in terms which may be understood metaphorically or in a 
mystical rather than legal sense. This helps to emphasise its divine 
origin.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.  
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 (b) 'For Muslims, the Qur'an is as relevant today as it always has been.' 


 
Evaluate this view. [AO2 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• The Qur’an was revealed in the context of early seventh century Arabia, 
addressing the idolatry and immorality of the tribes who lived at that 
time. Some parts of the Qur’an refer quite specifically to issues which 
would have been live at the time, and to the conduct and morality of the 
peoples living in Makkah and Madinah. There are parts which issue 
guidance to Muhammad about how to approach tribal battles. It could 
be argued that the Qur’an, therefore, had every relevance to seventh 
century Arabia but has limited relevance today. 


• However, the Qur’an is regarded as the last and final message for 
humankind by Muslims, so surely should be equally relevant for all time. 
It contains messages about belief in tawhid (Oneness of God), Risalah 
(Prophethood) and akhirah (life after death), the main beliefs which 
societies have been called to accept through history at various times in 
Muslim tradition. These are just as relevant today as ever. 


• Muslims may struggle to find guidance for some modern issues from 
the Qur’an. Society has changed so much, and technology advanced. 
Issues of genetic engineering, abortion and other aspects of medical 
ethics simply did not exist at the time of the revelation so there is no 
specific guidance given. Muslims might use other sources to help guide 
them, such as the consensus of scholars (ijma) and analogy (qiyas) or 
reasoning and individual interpretation to help inform decision making 
today. 


• On the other hand, it may be argued that something must underpin 
decisions today, even if specific guidance is not to be found in the 
Qur’an. Scholars may look for analogy with similar situations or draw 
general guiding principles from the text of the holy book because it is 
regarded as sacred and beyond question. It has moral authority which 
scholars preaching from their own opinions might not have today. 


• Some Muslims argue that the Qur’an should be interpreted literally and 
that Muslims today should return to following the Qur’an more closely, 
as they see it, in the modern world, in order to strengthen their faith. 
Others see Islam in need of reform and the main principles of faith can 
be maintained whilst reinterpreting the Qur’an to be applied to situations 
facing the modern world. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

The opening paragraph is to the point and shows accurate use of terminology, which is also evidenced throughout the essay with various references to Islamic terms, which have been used correctly and are relevant to this question.







 

Sticky Note

'Judicial aspects' (above) and 'metaphysical aspects' (below) clearly show this candidate has a strong understanding of different aspects of theology and practice of religion. 







 

Sticky Note

Overall this response is awarded a Band 5, 22 marks due to its extensive and accurate knowledge, which could have been extended in breadth considering further some of the roles of messenger to achieve higher within the band.



 

Sticky Note

A short, sharp introduction which clearly sets out the direction the argument will take and sees the significance of the time frame (Muslims today as opposed to at the time) from the beginning.



 

Sticky Note

Points in support and opposition to the statement are given in the paragraph above and below respectively - essays do not have to be organised this way but this one effectively does so, helping to focus the argument.







 

Sticky Note

Confidence is shown by the way evidence is drawn to support the views and this shows a degree of critical handling; a consideration of what might support and oppose the views outlined above in more depth 







 

Sticky Note

A succinct and clear conclusion is given which helps achieve Band 5, 25 marks, at the top of the band for AO2.
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(B120UB0-1)


Or,


 0 5  a) Examine the nature of the Qur’an as the final revelation for Muslims. [25]


 b) ‘For Muslims, the Qur’an is as relevant today as it always has been.’
  Evaluate this view. [25]
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