
 2022 Online Exam Review

A Level Religious Studies - Component 1 Christianity

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1112 14.3 3.9 20 71.3 68.5
1b 1092 19.9 6.9 30 66.5 67.3
2a 507 13.5 4.5 20 67.7 31.2
2b 506 21.2 6.4 30 70.8 31.2
3a 193 12.1 5.1 20 60.7 11.9
3b 191 16.5 8.1 30 55.1 11.8
4a 806 13 4.5 20 65 49.7
4b 810 20 6.3 30 66.7 49.9
5a 614 12.8 4.4 20 64.2 37.8
5b 604 18.7 6.7 30 62.4 37.2
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions     30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


• The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


• Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


• Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 
addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


• Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches 
studied. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 
and/or evidence. 


• Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


• Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


• Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches 
studied. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – COMPONENT 1 OPTION A 
 


A STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY 
 


SUMMER 2022 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Examine the consistency of the birth narratives (Matthew 1:18-2:23; Luke 
1:26-2.40). 


[AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Candidates may focus on similarities that are to do with the basic 
chronology of events such as the visit to Bethlehem, but can also elaborate 
on the inconsistencies in examining the overall consistency. 


• There are some differences in the birth narratives found in Matthew and 
Luke due to the fact that they were written for different audiences. 
Matthew’s gospel was written for a Jewish audience and focuses mainly on 
Joseph’s story. Luke’s gospel was written for a Gentile audience.  


• In Matthew’s gospel the genealogy of Jesus placed at the beginning of the 
narrative emphasises the promises made to Abraham and the covenant 
made with David.’ Son of David’ is an important title in this Gospel. Joseph 
plays a vital role in establishing the authenticity of Jesus’ Davidic lineage 
as does Bethlehem, the birthplace of King David. 


• Matthew’s version is more ‘Jewish’ in that it is Joseph who receives 
revelations from the angel and has extensive quotations from the Old 
Testament. Jesus is presented as a fulfilment of the covenant between 
God and his people with the fulfilment of prophecy cited five times. The 
fulfilment of prophecy plays a major role here.  


• The Magi play a major role in highlighting that the Gentiles recognise Jesus 
as Lord in Matthew’s gospel, with the gifts which are given bearing 
symbolic significance for the future role of the king. 


• As a good historian, Luke is concerned to locate Jesus in events in history. 
Luke gives details of a census called by Caesar Augustus; Luke alone has 
the story about being ‘no room for them in the inn’ and the baby Jesus is 
placed ‘in a manger’. 


• The Messiahship of Jesus is recognised by the Gentiles as well as the 
Jews. Luke’s gospel, predominantly written for a Gentile audience, focuses 
on Mary in order to promote Luke’s theme of the ‘new’ superseding the ‘old’ 
through the work of the Holy Spirit.  


• In Luke’s gospel the fulfilment of prophecy is referred to in the canticles of 
Zechariah, Mary and Simeon. The activity of the Holy Spirit is emphasised 
in this Gospel as sign that the eschatological age had arrived.  


• Despite the inconsistencies that can be explained by target audience the 
birth narratives can be seen as consistent beyond these irregularities in 
terms of basic chronology. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Redaction criticism is essential for understanding the biblical birth 
narratives.’ 


 
Evaluate this view. [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Credit links to other aspects of the specification, e.g. objective and 
subjective views of scripture and Calvin’s doctrine of accommodation. 


• In order to gain insight into the significance of each of the birth stories it 
is important to understand that the Gospel writers may have altered 
existing materials in order to suit their own agendas. Redaction criticism 
helps to see the Gospels as planned and sophisticated pieces of 
writing.  


• The theological significance of the birth stories would not be understood 
without the help of redaction criticism. Redaction criticism enables the 
reader to perceive the Gospel writers as individual authors who have 
particular agendas rather than impersonal transcribers of existing 
materials. They are editors (redactors) in their own rights.  


• Redaction criticism can be seen to emphasise the creative role of the 
author and gives insight into how the redactor has shaped materials to 
suit his goals. 


• Redaction criticism enables the reader to better understand the 
communities for which the gospels were written, and it can shed light on 
the ‘sitz im leben’ (situation in life) of those communities. For example, 
a Jewish audience needed to be convinced of Jesus as the fulfilment of 
prophecy and Luke’s audience needed convincing that with Jesus a 
new age had dawned. The Holy Spirit of God was once again at work in 
the birth of Jesus. An eschatological age had dawned.     


• Redaction criticism helps the reader to see the events from a 
theological perspective rather than a historical perspective. This helps 
to gain an insight into the beliefs that the early Christians had about 
Jesus.  


• It could be argued that too much emphasis is placed on the freedom of 
the gospel writers to adapt materials to suit their own purposes. There 
may be insufficient evidence to make these claims.   


• Too much emphasis on redaction criticism may lead to a reconstruction 
of ‘sitz im leben’ which is based on insufficient evidence.  


• The objectivity of the redactor also needs to be considered for redaction 
criticism to be a useful tool in understanding the biblical narratives. The 
reliability of the text may be undermined.  


• The focus on what has been adapted rather than preserved may hinder 
a comprehensive view of what the gospel writers intended to say. 


• How much accurate insight can we get into the historical evidence in 
the gospels if the writers redacted the original sources? 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

The candidate sets the narratives in the context of Scripture, demonstrating  knowledge of sources of wisdom and authority. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate makes good comparisons between both narratives throughout. In doing so the candidate demonstrates very good knowledge and understanding. 
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Sticky Note

The candidate also uses good technical language throughout, demonstrating very good theological understanding. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates understanding that audience is important for the gospel writers demonstrating good understanding of redaction.



 

Sticky Note

Good understanding is shown of the wider aspects of the birth story. 
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Sticky Note

Band 5, 19 marksThe answer is broad in knowledge and demonstrates depth of understanding. The details range from those prior to and after the birth. Good theological language is used and there is focus on the themes and not just similarities and differences.  



 

Sticky Note

The opening paragraph demonstrates insight.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate clearly sets the tone for evaluating whether or not redaction criticism is essential. There is no doubt that the candidate understands what redaction criticism is and how it helps to explain the discrepancies between the accounts. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate makes links here with other aspects of the course of study - objective and subjective views of Scripture. This adds depth to the analysis and evaluation. 
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Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates clear understanding of the purpose of each redactor. 
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Sticky Note

Here the candidate identifies how redaction criticism enables a deeper theological understanding of the narratives and impressively relates this to the 'sitz im leben' of the gospel writers. 



 

Sticky Note

The reference to harmonisation is relevant as it can be related to redaction and consistency of the accounts.
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Sticky Note

Band 5, 28 marksNeverleless, an excellent evaluation where the candidate confidently demonstrates the ability to analyse and evaluate the need for redaction criticism.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate draws the conclusion back to the question. It could have been slightly stronger by using the words of the question to make final remarks.   
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option A – A Study of Christianity


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


0 1  a) Examine the consistency of the birth narratives (Matthew 1:18–2:23;  
Luke 1:26–2:40). [20]


 b) ‘Redaction criticism is essential for understanding the biblical birth narratives.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


Or,


0 2  a) Explain N.T. Wright’s view of the relation of the resurrection event to history. [20]


 b) ‘Bultmann’s view of the resurrection event is more convincing than Wright’s.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions     30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


• The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


• Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


• Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 
addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


• Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches 
studied. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 
and/or evidence. 


• Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


• Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


• Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches 
studied. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (a)  Explain N.T. Wright’s view of the relation of the resurrection event to 
history. 


[AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• N.T. Wright attests to the fact that all the data points to the historicity of 
the resurrection of Jesus in bodily form.  


• He affirms that the early Christians were completely convinced that 
Jesus’ resurrection was a real, historical happening which made a 
profound difference to their lives. Wright refers to several of the Pauline 
letters as well as the Gospels to evidence this as central to faith for 
early Christians. Paul wrote to the Church in Rome that Jesus was 
declared Son of God by a mighty act in that he rose from the dead.   


• Wright claims that the resurrection of Jesus was the basis of the 
recognition of Jesus as Messiah and Lord. It was through the 
resurrection that the New Age was inaugurated. 


• Wright claims that belief in the resurrection made early Christians stand 
out as holding distinctive religious beliefs about life after death; any 
reference to correlation with the mystery cults is mistaken.  


• Wright also claims that there are radical differences between Graeco-
Roman beliefs about the afterlife and Christian beliefs. In Greek thought 
death was permanent and resurrection, impossible. Roman thought 
focused on the divinisation of emperors or heroes.  


• Belief in the resurrection had been marginal in Second Temple Jewish 
thought but after the resurrection of Jesus, it became central to 
Christianity. Wright claims that Jesus’ resurrection marked the 
beginning of a restoration of creation that will be completed at the 
Parousia.  


• Early Christians believed that Christ’s body was physical but 
transformed. Based on this, for almost all early Christians their ultimate 
hope was the resurrection of the body. Resurrection will be an act of 
new creation. It will involve the gift of a new body with different 
properties. 


• Paul claimed that the resurrection would take place in two phases: first 
the Messiah and then at the Parousia – all his people. In ‘The 
resurrection of the Son of God’, (2003), Wright states that Jesus’ 
resurrection ’marks the beginning of a restoration of creation that he will 
complete in his return.’   


• In 1 Corinthians 15:18 Paul speaks of those who died in the interim 
period as being ‘asleep in Christ.’ The death of the body will be 
reversed through the resurrection. It refers to the conquest of the effects 
of death.   


• Wright refers to the Gospel accounts which he claims refer to the 
resurrection as an historical event which happened at some interval 
after the death of Jesus. 


• The Gospel narratives speak of Jesus’ resurrected body as physical but 
transformed.    


• Wright claims that the main explanation for Jesus’ declaration as the 
‘Son of God’ is that he rose from the dead.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 8 


 (b) 'Bultmann’s view of the resurrection event is more convincing than 
Wright’s.' 


 
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Much depends on personal starting points. If the notion of a 
supernatural event is considered an impossibility, then alternative 
reasoning will be considered for what happened rather than it being an 
event in history. The focus should be on how convincing each argument 
is and not just explaining what the arguments are.  


• Bultmann’s view of the resurrection as in need of demythologising may 
be explained by candidates, but with an emphasis on the statement i.e. 
that in today’s rational era, it has to be read as myth with the purpose of 
sustaining faith. It also for has greater meaning for faith in that it 
emphasises the saving efficacy of the cross and that idea that Easter 
and the resurrection symbolise the arising of the Christian faith. This is 
its ‘convincing’ strength. 


• Wright’s evidence and views may be used (similar to part (a)), but to 
evaluate how convincing they are. Other Biblical evidence below can be 
used to support Wright. 


• Paul claimed to have met with the risen Jesus. His letter to the church 
in Corinth provides one of the earliest pieces of evidence for the 
resurrection. In this letter, Paul refers to the significant amount (over 
500) people who would be able to attest to what had happened. He also 
includes an appearance to James, the brother of Jesus, and to his own 
conversion.  


• Paul spoke for the whole of the early Christian church when he declared 
that if the reality of Jesus’ resurrection was denied the Christian faith 
would be emptied of its meaning. ‘If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile, and you are still in your sins.’ 1 Corinthians 15:17) 


• Peter claims that the resurrection of Jesus was a clear proof that Jesus 
was the Messiah – ‘God made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord 
and Messiah.’ (Acts 2:36) 


• All Gospel accounts agree on the main parts of the story, it was very 
early on the Sunday, the women arrive first to embalm the body, the 
stone had been rolled back, the tomb was empty and Jesus appears to 
the disciples.   


• The change in the disciples from being disheartened and disillusioned 
to being transformed into a band of courageous witnesses is a strong 
piece of evidence for the historicity of the event.  


• The event could be attested to by witnesses. It was not a private 
religious experience. 


• The disciples and those early witnesses were willing to be martyred for 
their faith. It is unlikely that anyone would be willing to die for something 
that they were not totally convinced was true.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 


  












 

Sticky Note

The opening paragraph sets the question in context with reference to the dogmatic and fundamental belief in the resurrection.



 

Sticky Note

Good reference to the scholarly works of N.T. Wright.



 

Sticky Note

An important reference to Critical Realism, methodology, associated specifically with N.T. Wright.  



 

Sticky Note

Good references here to the arguments used by Wright regarding the resurrection event within its cultural context.  







 

Sticky Note

Band 5, 18 marks.Very good knowledge and understanding of N.T. Wright demonstrated coherently. some further development needed for full marks, for example, the candidate could have developed the contrast to Judaism further and the unique nature of the resurrection. 



 

Sticky Note

Good Knowledge and understanding shown of arguments against the historicity of the resurrection and the counterarguments put forward by Wright. 







 

Sticky Note

A detailed presentation of Bultmann's views with a rationale for accepting Bultmann's arguments as being  convincing a modern audience. 







 

Sticky Note

Good links to other elements of the course of study demonstrates connectives have been made in a critique of Bultmann's views.  







 

Sticky Note

Band 5, 28 marks.The candidate's response is confident and critical. Arguments are thorough, sustained and clear. Excellent use of religious language and references to critical realism. 



 

Sticky Note

Confident critical analysis of Wright and Bultmann, demonstrating that the candidate clearly understands both approaches and can identify strengths and weaknesses. This enables the candidate to come to personal conclusion about which theologian is more convincing.  
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option A – A Study of Christianity


Part a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


0 1  a) Examine the consistency of the birth narratives (Matthew 1:18–2:23;  
Luke 1:26–2:40). [20]


 b) ‘Redaction criticism is essential for understanding the biblical birth narratives.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


Or,


0 2  a) Explain N.T. Wright’s view of the relation of the resurrection event to history. [20]


 b) ‘Bultmann’s view of the resurrection event is more convincing than Wright’s.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions     20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


• A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


• A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


• Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions     30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


• The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


• Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


• Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 
addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


• Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches 
studied. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 
and/or evidence. 


• Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


• Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


• Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches 
studied. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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5. (a) Explain the doctrine of the Trinity.  


[AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• Christianity is a monotheistic religion which asserts that God is one, yet 
three persons. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The doctrine 
asserts three things, the three persons are distinct, coexistent, 
coeternal and coequal.  


• The belief based on biblical testimony, was coined by Tertullian in the 
third century and formalised in the Nicene Creed (325).  Expansion on 
this e.g. heresies should be credited. 


• Deuteronomy 6:4-5 states unequivocally that God is one but whereas 
Jews reject the notion of a triune God, Christians accept it. Jesus (Mark 
12:29) and Paul (1 Corinthians 8:4) both refer to God as One.  


• Based on Sacred Scripture the Catechism of the Catholic Church states 
that ‘the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of God 
in himself.’  


• The concept of God as three co-existent, co- eternal Persons is found in 
the Bible rather than the term ‘Trinity’. 


• Reference to ‘economic’ and ‘immanent’ Trinity could also be credited. 


• In the first book of the Hebrew scriptures, Genesis1:1, God is referred 
to by using the plural ‘Elohim’ rather than the singular ‘El’. 


• In Genesis 1:26 -27, God refers to himself in the plural ‘Let us make 
humankind in our image.’  


• The New Testament refers to Jesus as God. In John’s gospel Jesus is 
referred to as the Word and reference is made to Him being at the 
creation with all things being made through him.  


• Paul refers to Jesus being in the form of God in the letter to the 
Philippians 2:10.  


• Thomas the disciple in John 20:28 also says ‘My Lord and my God.’  


• There are several references to the Holy Spirit as God in Scripture. In 
John 14:23 the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is linked to the indwelling of 
Jesus and his Father.  


• In the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus sends the 
disciples to baptise all nations ‘in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit,’ 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The doctrine of the Trinity is essential for understanding the God of 
Christianity.’  


 
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 


• It could be argued that the doctrine has caused problems in Christianity 
and led to heresies that otherwise could have been avoided. For example, 
modalism and tritheism.  


• The fact that the doctrine has caused problems seems to counteract the 
command of Jesus, who summarised the whole of the law into two 
commands – Love God and Love neighbour.   


• It could be argued that in order to ‘Love God’ it is important to have a fuller 
understanding of who God is and the doctrine arose out of people’s 
experience of God.  


• In order to articulate this experience of God and a deeper understanding of 
the references that the Bible makes, the doctrine was necessary. For 
example, the use of the Hebrew ‘elohim’ and New Testament references to 
the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.   


• It could be argued that it is the concept of Trinity that causes an irrevocable 
divide between Christianity and Judaism and Christianity and Islam. This 
could be seen as damaging to interfaith relationships. 


• Nevertheless, if belief in the doctrine of the Trinity is deemed necessary for 
salvation then it is essential that it is kept in order to understand who God 
is and how he interacts with his creation.    


• The doctrine of the Trinity is necessary to make sense of the Credal 
formulas of the Early Church. Belief and practice in the Church today is 
based on these declarations of faith. 


• Appreciating Jesus as the divine Son of God involves understanding the 
doctrine and without this understanding the doctrine of the Atonement is 
undermined.  


• The doctrine provides clarity about the ‘persons’ of God. For example, it 
rules out modalism.  


• The filioque controversy in 1054 led to an irrevocable split in the Church.  


• The doctrine itself is abstract and difficult to make logical sense of. If it is 
unable to be understood, then perhaps it follows that it serves no real 
purpose and is unnecessary. Karen Kilby referred to it as ‘…. an intellectual 
puzzle with no relevance to the faith of most Christians.’ 


• Some argue that the doctrine of the Trinity is fundamental to understanding 
the unfolding story of salvation throughout sacred scripture.  


• It very quickly became a central aspect of the worship of all Christians, in 
credal formulas. Following the teaching and command of Jesus to baptise 
in the name of ‘The father, Son and Holy Spirit.’ 


• It is a necessary aspect of understanding who Jesus is. Without 
understanding the trinitarian nature of God, the concept of atonement and 
divinity of Jesus would be misunderstood. 


• To understand God as a relational God it is necessary to understand the 
relationship of the Trinity. This enables us to understand what it means for 
humanity to be created ‘imago dei’ (the image of God) and as social 
beings. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised 
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Sticky Note

Opening paragraph demonstrates clear understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity and the reason for the need for a credal formula. 



 

Sticky Note

Analogy demonstrates some understanding of homoousios.  







 

Sticky Note

Band 4, 13  marks.Overall, the candidate's response is accurate and includes relevant material to the question asked.  Further development would have enabled the candidate to move further into Band 4. 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate begins to explain the need for the doctrine in rejecting heresy. This could be further developed. 



 

Sticky Note

Brief references to different understandings of the Trinity demonstrates that the candidate is making wider links within the topic studied.   







 

Sticky Note

An introduction which attempts to focus on the question asked. However, this could have been a much stronger response had the candidate focused directly on the words of the question. 







 

Sticky Note

The candidate attempts to evaluate the contradictory and illogical proposition that one God could be three persons. The argument could have been stronger here and the candidate could have related the argument to the statement.



 

Sticky Note

Here, the candidate focuses on other teachings that may be more essential. The candidate is  relating the argument to used to the question asked. 







 

Sticky Note

Band 3, 17  marks.A satisfactory answer which makes connections. There is a strong evaluation element in the middle,  but not enough support given to merit a Band 4 answer.  



 

Sticky Note

A link is made to another aspect of the course. This is commendable, but could have been better expressed, and related to the statement more. 
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Section B


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


0 3  a) Explain the role of works in justification with reference to E.P. Sanders. [20]


 b) ‘The New Testament letters fully support justification by faith alone.’ 
  Evaluate this view. [30]


Or,


0 4  a) Examine the contribution of Mary Daly to feminist theology. [20]


 b) ‘Feminist theology has had a significant impact upon modern Christian practice.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


Or,


0 5  a) Explain the doctrine of the Trinity. [20]


 b) ‘The doctrine of the Trinity is essential for understanding the God of Christianity.’
  Evaluate this view. [30]


END OF PAPER
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