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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 1060 15.5 3.7 20 77.3 100
2 1059 17.9 7 28 63.9 99.9
3 1059 7.2 2.6 12 60.3 99.9
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Sticky Note

A poor response overall as candidate has only partially made reference to bullet points 1 and 2, not referencing 3 at all. This needs to be taken into account when awarding marks for performance.
CC - 4 Generally, a very basic response. There is relevant information to meet some of the requirements of the task. Some ideas are clear, but message breaks down frequently.
LKA - 4 Simple range of vocabulary used. There is some accuracy, although major errors are present. There are many spelling errors and significant grammatical errors impacting overall on communication.
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Question 1 [20] 
 
Marks will be awarded for Communication and content and Linguistic knowledge and 
accuracy. 
 
See Assessment Grid for Foundation Tier Question 3 / Higher Tier Question 1 
 
Candidates are required to address the three compulsory bullet points and write 
approximately 100 words overall. The candidate must provide some evidence of coverage 
of all bullet points in order to access the full mark range. 
 
When assessing style and register, the following will be taken into account: 
 
• the appropriateness of the piece for the intended audience (e.g. a friend, peers, 


tourists, teachers) and the appropriate register (formal or informal), including verbs 
and possessive adjectives, is used consistently throughout, as appropriate to the 
level 
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Assessment Grid for Unit 4: Writing Question 3 Foundation Tier/ Question 1 Higher Tier [20] 
 


Band Marks Communication and content Marks Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 


5 9-10 


• A very good response. Relevant information presented to 
meet all requirements of the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) 
expressed are clear. 


9-10 


• A good variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures 
used, including attempts at complex structures. 


• A very good level of accuracy with mainly minor errors. 
References to past, present and future events are mainly 
successful. 


• Style and register are appropriate with minor lapses. 


4 7-8 


• A good response. Relevant information presented to 
meet almost all requirements of the task with minor 
omissions. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) 
expressed are mostly clear. 


7-8 


• A reasonable variety of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures used, including some attempts at complex 
structures. 


• A good level of accuracy with occasional major errors and 
more frequent minor errors. References to past, present and 
future events are attempted but may not always be 
successful. 


• Style and register are mostly appropriate. 


3 5-6 


• A reasonable response. Relevant information presented 
to meet most of the requirements of the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) 
expressed are generally clear but lapses are likely. 5-6 


• Some variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures used 
including occasional attempts at complex structures. 


• A generally good level of accuracy with more frequent major 
errors and frequent minor errors. References to past, present 
and future events are attempted with limited success. 


• Style and register may not always be appropriate. 


2 3-4 


• A basic response. Relevant information presented to 
meet some of the requirements of the task. 


• Some facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the 
task) expressed are sometimes clear but the message 
breaks down occasionally. 


3-4 


• A simple range of vocabulary and grammatical structures 
used. 


• Some accuracy when using simple structures, though errors 
are often present. 


• Limited awareness of style and register. 


1 1-2 


• A limited response. Relevant information presented to 
meet some aspect of the requirements of the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) 
expressed are often not clear and the message may 
break down frequently. 


1-2 


• Little variety of vocabulary, and very simple grammatical 
structures used. 


• Limited accuracy demonstrated. 
• Little or no awareness of style and register. 


0 0 • Response not worthy of credit. 0 • Response not worthy of credit. 
 
Where a candidate produces a response which is wholly irrelevant to the task set, 0 marks for Communication and content and Linguistic knowledge 
and accuracy will be awarded. 
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Sticky Note

Overall, this candidate has satisfied all the requirements of the 3 bullet points and this task is clearly indicative of a band 5 performance.
CC - 10 Facts, ideas and opinions expressed are very clear.
LKA - 9 References to past, present and future events are mainly successful. Very minor lapses in accuracy present. Candidate has attempted complex structures through linking words and longer sentence structures.
















Sticky Note

This candidate has satisfied all 3 bullet points, although the accuracy suffers in the middle paragraph. 
CC - 9 Information presented is relevant to the task. Facts, ideas and opinions are clear.
LKA - 9 Verbal references are mainly correct. A very good level of accuracy despite a couple of lapses. A few attempts at complex structures.
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Question 1 – Current and Future Study and Employment	 [20]


Escribe un artículo sobre tu colegio.


Tienes que incluir:


	 •	 tu opinión de tu colegio
	 •	 lo que estudiaste ayer
	 •	 lo que vas a estudiar mañana.


Escribe aproximadamente 100 palabras en español.
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Question 2 [28] 
 
Marks will be awarded for Communication and content and Linguistic knowledge and 
accuracy. 
 
See Assessment Grid for Higher Tier Question 2 
 
Guidance for examiners 
 
Candidates may use the three bullet points provided but are not limited to them. The content 
must however be relevant to the main theme of the task. Candidates are required to write 
approximately 150 words. 
 
(a) A very good variety of vocabulary will include common and less common, and 


familiar and less familiar words. Complex grammatical structures will include 
varied and complex word order, extended sentences with a range of structures 
such as conjunctions, pronouns and adverbs (see Grammar list in Appendix B of 
the specification with grammar items that are specific to Higher Tier). 


 
(b) When assessing style and register, the following will be taken into account: 


• the appropriateness of the piece for the intended audience (e.g. a friend, 
peers, tourists, teachers) and 


• the appropriate register (formal or informal), including verbs and 
possessive adjectives, is used consistently throughout, as appropriate to 
the level 
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Assessment Grid for Unit 4: Writing Question 2 Higher Tier [28] 
 


Band Marks Communication and content Marks Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 


5 16-18 


• An excellent response. Relevant and very detailed 
information presented in relation to the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) are 
clearly expressed and justified. 


• Communication is clear with little or no ambiguity. 


9-10 


• A very good variety of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures, including complex structures. 


• A very good level of accuracy. References to past, 
present and future events are successful. 


• Style and register are appropriate. 


4 12-15 


• A very good response. Relevant information with some detail 
presented in relation to the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) are 
expressed and justified. 


• Communication is mostly clear but with a few ambiguities. 
7-8 


• A good variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures 
is used, including complex structures. 


• A good level of accuracy with some minor errors and 
occasional major errors. References to past, present 
and future events are almost always correct. 


• Style and register are appropriate with only minor 
lapses. 


3 8-11 


• A good response. Mostly relevant information presented in 
relation to the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) are 
expressed with occasional justification. 


• Communication is usually clear but with some ambiguities. 
5-6 


• A variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures is 
used including some complex structures. 


• A reasonable level of accuracy. Minor errors are likely 
and there may be some major errors. References to 
past, present and future events are usually correct. 


• Style and register may not always be appropriate. 


2 4-7 


• A reasonable response. Some relevant information 
presented in relation to the task. 


• Some facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) 
are expressed. 


• Communication is sometimes clear but there may be 
instances where messages break down. 


3-4 


• A simple range of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures is used. 


• A good level of accuracy when using simple structures, 
though errors are often present when attempting more 
complex structures. References to past, present and 
future events are occasionally correct. 


• Limited awareness of style and register. 


1 1-3 


• A basic response. Little relevant information presented in 
response to the task. 


• Facts, ideas and opinions (as appropriate to the task) are 
occasionally expressed. 


• Communication may not be clear with instances where 
messages break down. 


1-2 


• Little variety of vocabulary, and simple grammatical 
structures used. 


• There may be major errors and frequent minor errors. 
References to past, present and future events have 
limited success. 


• Little or no awareness of style and register. 


0 0 • Response not worthy of credit. 0 • Response not worthy of credit. 
 
Where a candidate produces a response which is wholly irrelevant to the task set, 0 marks for Communication and content and Linguistic knowledge and accuracy will 
be awarded. 
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Sticky Note

CC - 3 Although some facts, ideas and opinions are occasionally expressed, communication is NOT clear and there are many instances where the message breaks down.
LKA - 2 Many major errors are present and verbal references have limited success. Not so much variety of vocabulary and structures evidenced.
















Sticky Note

Overall, a good response indicative of a band 3 performance. It does not fit a band 4 due to frequent nature of errors. 
CC - 10 Different facts, ideas and opinions are expressed with mostly relevant information presented. A fairly good response all in all.
LKA - Some complex structures have been attempted. Minor errors are present alongside some major ones, hence band 3. References to past, present and future events are mostly correct. 
















Sticky Note

Overall, a very good response in parts but certainly coming out at the lower end of band 4 in both CC and LKA.
CC - 12 Relevant information provided in relation to the task in question. Facts, ideas and opinions are presented with justification. Communication is mostly clear with a few ambiguities.
LKA - 7 Good variety of vocabulary and structures present . Past, present and future are almost always correct.
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Question 2 – Wales and the World	 [28]


Escribe un artículo para un periódico sobre uno de los temas siguientes en español.


Da información, ejemplos y justifica tus opiniones. Puedes utilizar los puntos como una ayuda.


Choose: 


EITHER


(a)	 España y el medio ambiente


	 •	 tus opiniones sobre los asuntos medioambientales en España
	 •	 el asunto que te preocupa más/menos
	 •	 lo que hiciste el año pasado para ayudar al medio ambiente


OR


(b)	 Los problemas mundiales


	 •	 las crisis que hay hoy en día
	 •	 una descripción de un problema mundial 
	 •	 por que te gustaría/no te gustaría ayudar 


Escribe 150 palabras en español.


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	












Sticky Note

(i)3 Full marks awarded, despite wrong ending on adjective
(ii) 2 out of 3 marks as message mostly conveyed with a little creativity
(iii) 1 out of 2 marks as message partly conveyed
(iv) 1 mark. Message partly conveyed despite verbal issue.
(v) 2 marks. Missing accent but full communication.
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Question 3 – Translation  [12] 
 
Marks for translation will be awarded for conveying meaning and for application of 
grammatical knowledge and structures. 
 
The translation will be divided into five sections. For each section (c, d and e), marks of 0-
1-2 will be awarded as follows: 
 


2 Meaning fully conveyed. Grammatical structures correct with very minor errors 
(such as accents, genders, agreements, etc.). 


1 Meaning partially conveyed but grammatical structures used are correct; or 
meaning conveyed but grammatical structures incorrect. 


0 Inappropriate or no response. None of the required information is conveyed. 
 
The maximum mark for conveying meaning and for application of grammatical knowledge 
and structures for this section is 6, as there are three sections to be translated. 
 
For each section (a and b), marks of 0-1-2-3 will be awarded as follows: 
 


3 Meaning fully conveyed. Grammatical structures correct with very minor errors 
(such as accents, genders, agreements, etc.). 


2 Meaning partially conveyed but grammatical structures used are correct; or 
meaning conveyed but grammatical structures incorrect. 


1 Little meaning conveyed. Isolated words are communicated. 


0 Inappropriate or no response. None of the required information is conveyed. 
 
The maximum mark for conveying meaning and for application of grammatical knowledge 
and structures in this section is 6, as there are two sections to be translated. 
 
The total number of marks available for the translation task as a whole is 12. 
 
To aid examiners in awarding marks for conveying meaning and for application of 
grammatical knowledge and structures possible alternative answers will be discussed and 
agreed at conference. Where candidates have adopted a different approach, examiners are 
advised to discuss this with their Principal Examiner or Team Leader. 
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English 3 marks 2 marks 1 mark 


(a) I think that it is 
important to eat 
healthily. 


Creo que es 
importante comer 
sano. 


Creo es importante 
come sano. 


Creo es importante 
come. 


(b) Apart from 
having a balanced 
diet, it is essential to 
stay fit. 


Aparte de tener una 
dieta equilibrada, es 
esencial 
mantenerse en 
forma. 


Aparte tener dieta 
equilibrada esencial 
mantener en forma. 


Aparte dieta 
esencial en forma. 


(c) Yesterday, I 
went to the gym 
from 2 until 4 in the 
afternoon. 


N/A Ayer fui al gimnasio 
desde las dos hasta 
las cuatro de la 
tarde. 


Ayer fui gimnasio 2 
a 4 tarde. 


(d) I love sport but I 
was very tired last 
night. 


N/A Me encanta el 
deporte pero estaba 
muy cansado 
anoche. 


Me encanta deporte 
pero era cansado 
anoche. 


(e) In the future, I 
would like to do 
more exercise. 


N/A En el futuro, me 
gustaría hacer más 
ejercicio. 


En futuro me gusta 
más ejercicio. 


 
*To be discussed at examiners’ conference 
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Sticky Note

(i) 2 out of 3 marks. 1 mark lost for 'salud'
(ii) 0 marks due to disjointed nature of sentence and omissions.
(iii) Meaning of sentence partly conveyed
(iv) Sentence too ambiguous to award the points
(v) 1 mark awarded for correct rendition of the start of the sentence












Sticky Note

A perfect response. Full marks awarded to candidate for each sentence rendered.
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Question 3 – Translation	 [12]


Translate the paragraph into Spanish.


I think that it is important to eat healthily. Apart from having a balanced diet, it is essential to stay 
fit. Yesterday, I went to the gym from two until four in the afternoon. I love sport, but I was very 
tired last night. In the future, I would like to do more exercise.


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


END OF PAPER











