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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 21234 1.6 0.7 2 78.3 99.1
1b 19926 2.6 1.6 5 51.9 93
1c 20699 3.7 2 8 46.6 96.6
1d 20575 7.9 3.5 15 52.5 96
2a 20957 1.7 0.6 2 83.3 97.8
2b 15928 1.7 1.7 5 34.7 74.3
2c 20986 4.5 2 8 56.2 97.9
2d 20016 7.2 3.8 15 48.3 93.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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	 (c)	 Explain why the synagogue is important in Judaism.	 [8]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


5 An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13 – 15 


4 A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning 
to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. 
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10 – 12  


3 A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7 – 9 


2 Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few sources 
of wisdom and authority. 


4 – 6 


1 A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or 
no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints.  Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1 – 3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 


(d) ‘Shabbat is the most important celebration for Jews.’ [15] 
 


Discuss the statement showing that you have considered more than one point 
of view.  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer)  


 
As the question refers to celebration any other relevant forms of celebration 
might be included in the answer e.g. other festivals or rites of passage. 


 
• Judaism is a diverse religion and there will be many different beliefs and 


practices. 
• Observing and keeping  Shabbat  is a mitzvah as mentioned in the Ten 


Commandments. 
• Shabbat is a spiritual rest for the week and plays an important place in 


refreshing Jews for the rest of the week. 
• Some Jews consider the celebration at the synagogue is very important 


but most Jews consider the bringing in of Shabbat on a Friday night as 
important family time. 


• Shabbat remembers the importance of God the Creator. 
• Many other festivals are important e.g. the seder at Pesach is an 


important celebration as it celebrates the freedom of the Jewish people 
and is a family festival 


• Other celebrations such as bar mitzvah and marriage may be referred to 
with reasons given for their importance. 
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Inaccurate knowledge of religious and/or moral teaching


Limited analysis



Sticky Note

The response does not meet the demands of the question. The question is asking for an evaluation as to whether Shabbat is the most important celebration. As such reference should be made to any other celebrations that the candidate wishes to compare Shabbat with. This response is limited as it gives only a description and explanation of Shabbat practices.
As such the response is best fit Band 2 4 marks.












Sticky Note

The response reflects a high level of knowledge and understanding of Judaism. However,at times too much knowledge is detailed at the expense of analysis and evaluation. The response would have gained higher marks by including less knowledge but developing a detailed evaluation .Arguments were often indicated but not analysed. Best fit Band 4 11 marks. 







2d: 11


The response is underdeveloped


Does not fully respond to the statement
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	 (d)	 ‘Shabbat is the most important celebration for Jews.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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For all (a) questions, credit 1 mark for a very simple definition and 2 marks for a 
developed definition and/or an example. 
 
2. Practices 
 


(a) What do Jews mean by ‘kosher'?  [2] 
 


• Meaning fit or proper. For example, food allowed to be eaten. 
• Pure foods that can be eaten by Jews according to Leviticus. 
• Reference to fit or proper actions in keeping with the Torah. 
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2a: 2



Sticky Note

A comprehensive definition. The candidate recognises that kosher is not just limited to diet.
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2.	 Practices


	 (a)	 What do Jews mean by ‘kosher’?	 [2]
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Question (b) 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


3 An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent 
understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and 
societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


4 – 5  


2 A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities 
and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority generally accurately.  


2 – 3 


1 A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  
 


0 







Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 
 


(b) Describe the origin and meaning of Sukkot.  [5] 
 


• Celebrates the Israelites' journey through the desert as described in the 
Torah. 


• Celebrates the Israelites' journey to the Promised Land as described in 
the Torah. 


• Remembers the importance of God as provider and support. 
• Remembers the nature of interdependence with nature. 
• Diverse meanings of key features dependent upon interpretation and 


tradition. 
• Description of symbolism e.g. Sukkah - temporary booth; Four Species - 


four parts of the body/different types of Jews; lulav is a reminder that 
Jews should be united. 
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2b: 4



Sticky Note

The response includes some relevant details with some good use of religious language. The question asked for the origin and meaning but the response has some focus on the celebration and practice.
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	 (b)	 Describe the origin and meaning of Sukkot.	 [5]
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Question (c) 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


4 An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


7 – 8  


3 A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. A very good understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately. 


5 – 6   


2 A good, generally accurate explanation showing some knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or 
concept. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority generally accurately. 


3 – 4  


1 A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited 
knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority in a limited way. 


1 - 2 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
 
 
 
  







 


Refer to the marking bands for question (c). 
 


(c) Explain why the synagogue is important in Judaism.  [8] 
 
• Diversity of reasons dependent upon tradition. 
• It is a place of prayer (beit tefilah). 
• Special services are held there e.g. Yom Kippur/Simchat Torah. 
• Some Rites of Passage may take place there e.g. bar mitzvahs and 


weddings.. 
• Facilitates the minyan which is required for some prayers.  
• Role of Shabbat service- communally and religiously. 
• Place for community textual study (beth ha midrash).. 
• Place for community activities and children’s religious education. 
• References to the role of the Rabbi. 
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2c: 8



Sticky Note

A comprehensive explanation which selects a range of significant features. Each explanation reflects a good understanding of the importance of the synagogue and includes a range of specialist language.
Best Fit Band 4- 8 marks.
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Question (b) 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


3 An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent 
understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and 
societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


4 – 5  


2 A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities 
and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority generally accurately.  


2 – 3 


1 A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided.  
 


0 







Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 
 


(b) Describe the Abrahamic Covenant.  [5] 
 


(Reference might be made to the three parts of the Covenant or just one area) 
 


• Agreement made between God and Abraham. 
• Established the giving of the land (Promised Land) for the descendants of 


Abraham. 
• Promise by God to make a great nation from Abram (Abraham). 
• God promises to bless Abraham and the families of the earth though him. 
• Special sign of the Abrahamic Covenant through the ritual of circumcision. 
• Reference to Genesis 12 and 17. 
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1b: 5



Sticky Note

A coherent description using a range of specialist language. Succinct demonstration of high level knowledge.
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	 (b)	 Describe the Abrahamic Covenant. 	 [5]
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