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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES - UNIT 2 CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 3090 1.8 0.5 2 88.8 98.9
1b 3084 3.1 1.4 5 62.7 98.7
1c 2924 3.5 1.8 8 43.3 93.6
1d 2857 5.8 3.4 15 38.6 91.5

SPaG 2914 4 1.7 6 67.5 93.3
2a 2420 1.3 0.9 2 66.3 77.5
2b 2855 1.4 1.3 5 28.6 91.4
2c 2157 2.5 2.2 8 30.7 69
2d 2339 4 3.4 15 26.5 74.9
3a 2983 1.7 0.7 2 83.8 95.5
3b 2950 2.7 1.4 5 54.1 94.4
3c 2772 3.5 1.9 8 44.1 88.7
3d 2698 5.9 3.6 15 39 86.4
4a 2707 1.2 0.8 2 58 86.7
4b 2695 2.4 1.4 5 48.1 86.3
4c 2591 3.3 1.8 8 40.8 82.9
4d 2675 5.6 3.1 15 37.6 85.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 8 


Question 2(c) AO1 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


4 An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and 
insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


7 – 8 


3 A very good explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately. 


5 – 6 


2 A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious 
idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority with some accuracy. 


3 – 4  


1 A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, 
belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and 
authority in a limited way and with little accuracy. 


1 - 2 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 
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PART A 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – JUDAISM 


Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist.  Other valid points must be credited. 


Refer to the marking bands for question (c). 


(c) Explain the importance of the Abrahamic Covenant. [AO1 8] 


• It is the basis for the Jews as God’s chosen people
• It is important as it expresses monotheism – Abraham was the first person to


teach about there being one God
• Signifies how Abraham was the Patriarch founder of Judaism
• Establishes the idea of the Promised Land - ‘I will make you into a great nation,


and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.’
[Genesis 12 verse 1-2]


• Reminds Jews how God promised Abraham descendants - ‘I will make you very
fruitful; I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and
you and your descendants’ [Genesis 17 verse 6-8]


• Abraham was told by God to circumcise himself, as part of the Covenant. Jewish
men are circumcised, showing the importance of the Abrahamic Covenant –
‘Every male among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision,
and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. For the generations
to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised.’
[Genesis 17 v10 – 12]
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Sticky Note

1 mark – a limited explanation. A general response showing little awareness of the importance of the Abrahamic Covenant.
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	 (c)	 Explain the importance of the Abrahamic Covenant. 	 [8]
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© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 9 


Question 2(d) AO2  
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


4 An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious 
teaching and moral reasoning.  
 
Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a 
comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are 
considered. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in 
detail. 


12-15 


3 A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning. 
 
Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of 
different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.  
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail. 


8-11  


2 A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.  
Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative 
viewpoints are considered. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.  


4-7 


1 A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or 
inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral 
reasoning.  
 
A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or 
offer different and/or alternative viewpoints.  
 
Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1-3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 
(d)  ‘The Talmud is the most important sacred text for Jews.’  [AO2 15] 


 
• Jewish law (Halakhah) comes from the Talmud, therefore important for Jewish 


teaching 
• It is so important that some Orthodox Jews study a page of the Talmud every day 


– Daf Yomi.  
• Orthodox Jews believe that the Talmud is the word of God 
• The Talmud provides a detailed explanation and interpretation about the 


laws/mitzvot in the Torah (for example, explaining not working on Shabbat) 
• The Talmud explains the reasoning behind the practices of laws/mitzvot – these 


help Rabbis in modern day life 
• The Talmud enables Jews to understand the laws from the Torah – these are 


split into 6 divisions (e.g. laws on agriculture, Shabbat and festivals, relationships, 
laws on oaths, dietary laws, purity) 


• The Torah is important because it is the direct Word of God, given to Moses  
• Torah contains information regarding the covenant, the 613 commandments, Ten 


Commandments, food laws, creation and other parts of Jewish history 
• The Torah guides Jews in their relationship with other people – e.g. ‘You shall not 


murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal’ [Exodus 20 verse 13 – 
15] 


• The Torah provides Jews with direct laws from God, about how to lead their lives 
– ‘You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below’ [Exodus 20 verse 4]; 
‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy’ [Exodus 20 verse 8] 


• The Torah teaches Jews how to lead a worthy life 
• By studying the Torah it allows Jews to feel closer to God 
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Sticky Note

1 mark – a weak evaluation with inaccurate knowledge. The first part is underdeveloped and also inaccurate. Unfortunately, the middle and last sections are not developed.






		Blank Page










 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


2 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


3 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








8


(3120U10-1)08


Examiner
only


	 (d)	 ‘The Talmud is the most important sacred text for Jews.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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Question 2(b) AO1 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


3 An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into 
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  


Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, 
where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 


4 – 5 


2 A good, generally accurate description showing awareness and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately. 


2 – 3 


1 A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept. 


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, 
sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way. 


1 


0 No relevant information provided. 0 







PART A 


QUESTION 2: CORE BELIEFS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES – JUDAISM 


Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist.  Other valid points must be credited. 


Refer to the marking bands for question (b). 


(b) Describe a Bar Mitzvah ceremony. [AO1 5] 


• Takes place on Shabbat
• The boy will wear tefillin for the first time
• The boy is called to the bimah by the Rabbi – known as ‘aliyah’
• The boy will recite a blessing and often lead prayer
• Boy will read a portion of the biblical prophets - haftarah
• Reciting blessing/reading from the Torah
• Father will recite a blessing – baruch shepatarami
• Speech will be made by the boy
• A sermon from the Rabbi is given
• Following the service, the congregation usually joins in a Kiddush
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Sticky Note

0 marks – No relevant information is provided. The candidate has explained what a Bar Mitzvah is, without describing the ceremony.
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Sticky Note

3 marks – a generally accurate description. The first part of the response does not respond to the questions. However, the second part uses some religious language to appropriately respond to the question.
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PART A – Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices


Judaism


(b) Describe a Bar Mitzvah ceremony. [5]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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