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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 17715 1.5 0.8 2 74.8 97.6
1b 14842 1.5 1.5 5 29.4 81.8
1c 17486 3.7 2 8 45.9 96.3
1d 16640 6.7 4.3 15 44.4 91.7
2a 17093 1.6 0.7 2 79.6 94.2
2b 14473 1.5 1.6 5 30.9 79.7
2c 16995 2.9 2.3 8 35.8 93.6
2d 17473 6.7 3.5 15 44.9 96.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


5 An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13 – 15 


4 A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning 
to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. 
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10 – 12  


3 A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7 – 9 


2 Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few sources 
of wisdom and authority. 


4 – 6 


1 A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or 
no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints.  Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1 – 3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
 


 
 







 


Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 


(d)  'In Britain, it is difficult for Muslims to fast during Ramadan.'   [15] 
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one 
point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 
 
• Fasting is a pillar of faith.  
• Fasting during Ramadan may be more difficult when it falls in the summer 


months in Britain. 
• Part of the nature of fasting is that it should be difficult. 
• Fasting may be difficult, regardless of location. 
• Fasting in a Muslim country may be less difficult because many Muslims 


will be taking part. 
• In a Muslim country, schools and work places may be more sympathetic 


to Muslims who are fasting. 
• Many people who are not Muslims do not understand the religious 


purpose of fasting and may confuse fasting with dieting. 
• Because of the religious pluralism in Britain many people will try to help 


Muslims who are fasting in practical ways. 
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Sticky Note

The response was underdeveloped and there was little evidence of understanding of the demands of the question. The analysis was very limited and the answer was placed in band 1 and awarded only 2 marks. There was no reference to fasting in Britain and the last sentence is confused. There was something credit worthy in the idea that fasting should be carried out correctly so no disrespect is shown and the expectation of all Muslims to fast. It was a very weak response.
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Sticky Note

This response achieved full marks. It was a comprehensive discussion of the statement with an excellent display of knowledge incorporated within an evaluation. A range of examples were used to support the different viewpoints with clear reference made to ‘some Muslims’. The answer also included a sophisticated evaluation of the ‘strongest’ argument put forward for the Prophet Muhammad being the most important prophet, towards the end of the answer.  There was a range of specialist language used, with mention of sources of authority and wisdom where appropriate. 
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	 (d)	 ‘In Britain it is difficult for Muslims to fast during Ramadan.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor Mark 
Total 


5 An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13 – 15 


4 A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning 
to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. 
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10 – 12  


3 A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7 – 9 


2 Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few sources 
of wisdom and authority. 


4 – 6 


1 A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or 
no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints.  Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1 – 3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 


(d)  'Ibrahim is the most important prophet in Islam.'   [15] 
 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view.  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 
 
• The Prophet Muhammad is the most important prophet because he is the 


seal of the prophets. 
• The Prophet Adam is the most important prophet because he was the first 


prophet. 
• Ibrahim (Abraham) is regarded as hanif, having an inner knowledge that 


there is only one true God. 
• All prophets are messengers of God and in this sense all are of equal 


importance. 
• Ibrahim is given the title 'Friend of God' and this makes him the most 


important prophet. 
• The story of God commanding Ibrahim to sacrifice Ishma'il demonstrated 


his great faith in God. 
• Many of the rituals associated with Hajj commemorate events in the life of 


Ibrahim. 
• He is the most important prophet because both of his sons were prophets; 


Ishma'il was the ancestor of the Prophet Muhammad. 
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Sticky Note

This candidate has written a full paragraph but it did not really show any knowledge of the importance of Ibrahim as a prophet; it is a general response and the candidate has used a generic response to make the point that Ibrahim is recorded in the Qur’an and is a prophet. 




Sticky Note

It was placed in band 1 and awarded only 1 mark.  It does not engage with the demands of the question at all in terms of presenting an evaluation of Ibrahim as the most important prophet and credit was simply given for saying Ibrahim is a prophet mentioned in the Qur’an.













Sticky Note

No credit may be given for crossed-out material so the first three lines received no credit. The answer correctly identified Ibrahim as not being the seal of the prophets. All of the prophets were God’s messengers, not just Muhammad, but the answer did make a clear point that Muhammad was the seal of the prophets. The answer was very weak and confused; all prophets are important, ‘peace be upon him’ may be recited after the name of any prophet, and the Shahadah was not explicitly named.  The last point is incorrect; Adam was the first prophet. 




Sticky Note

It was an attempt to offer some justification of a viewpoint and was placed in band 1 and received only 3 marks. 

















Sticky Note

This response was placed in band 3 and awarded 9 marks. There was a good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religious teachings. Judgements were formulated with an acknowledgement of different viewpoints. Some specialist religious language was used. Importantly the response shows the different views which might be expressed by some Muslims, rather than all, and the answer shows a development of argument in the ‘for and against’ points expressed for the importance of the prophet Ibrahim. There is no credit for the expression of personal belief expressed by the candidate in the response; the question requires a response based only on the beliefs and teachings of Islam.

















Sticky Note

The response was placed in band 4 and received 12 marks. There was evidence of a very good analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religious teaching and the formulation of judgements with different viewpoints. The answer lacked some details and sophistication in the development of the viewpoints, which prevented it moving into band 5, e.g. the names of Ibrahim’s children were not given and in the example of the revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad few details of this significant event were included.  The candidate also over-uses the statement ‘this is a widespread belief’ and needs to develop other ways of supporting the validity of an argument.
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	 (d)	 ‘Ibrahim is the most important prophet in Islam.’ 


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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